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Introducing Sustainable Jersey
• Certification program for municipalities 

and schools in New Jersey

• Tools, resources, and guidance to help 
municipalities and schools become more 
sustainable

• Grants and funding for municipalities and 
schools

• Regional Hubs



Statistics current as of 2/3/25

2009 
Program 
Started

83% 
Participating

91% 
Population

123 
Bronze 
Certified

63 
Silver 

Certified
6 Stars

18,103
Actions 

Implemented

Statistics



Sustainable Jersey has 
provided technical 

assistance to over 100 
municipalities and school 

districts

Some of the content covered in the 
technical assistance program:

• Applying for State and utility energy 
efficiency incentives

• Energy tracking and management

• Assistance with fleet electrification and 
renewable energy planning

• Other sustainability planning

By the way, if you are interested in getting free 
energy technical assistance for your school district 
or municipality email info@sustainablejersey.com
to learn about current technical assistance options.

mailto:info@sustainablejersey.com


Agenda 
Atlantic City Electric Programs
Ben Eckstein 

Chloe Williams

Sustainable Jersey EV Resources
Eliza Messinger – Sustainable Jersey

Tracey Woods– Sustainable Jersey

Questions and Answers



ACE EVsmart
Make-Ready Program
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Overview

• The EVsmart programs will make the 
transition to EVs more convenient, 
affordable, and equitable. 

• The programs support New Jersey's 
climate goals, helps improve air quality 
in the region, and helps the state 
prepare for the economic opportunities 
connected to the growing EV market.

• Encourages more customers to adopt 
EV lifestyle

• Helps identify electric infrastructure 
needed to support EV charging

• Program launched December 2021
o Runs until December 2026 (or 

until funds are exhausted)

• Residential and commercial charger 
installations after February 17, 2021, 
are eligible to receive make-ready 
incentives under the ACE program

• Supports New Jersey’s goal of putting 
330,000 EVs on the road by 2025

• Can be paired with additional EV 
charging infrastructure incentives 
offered by the New Jersey DEP*

Background Program Goals

*New Jersey DEP incentives can be found at https://www.nj.gov/dep/drivegreen/pdf/incentivesummary.pdf 

• *Limit of one rebate per residential service address

https://www.nj.gov/dep/drivegreen/pdf/incentivesummary.pdf
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Make-Ready

The EVsmart Make-Ready Programs provide incentives toward electrical infrastructure at EV parking locations to 
facilitate easy and cost-efficient installation of EV chargers. Eligible expenses include those related to the purchase 
and installation of service panels, junction boxes, conduit, wiring, etc., necessary to make a particular location able to 
accommodate EV charging equipment on a “plug and play” basis. The programs cover costs associated with both 
utility and customer responsible equipment. Please note that there may be scenarios in which customers need to 
cover part of these costs, which is determined on a case-by-case basis. 
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Program Components
Residential

Residential EV Charging Program

• Offer 50% rebate (up to $1,000) to cover the make-
ready costs to install smart Level 2 (L2) EV charging 
equipment in homes

• Incentive is available to approx. 1,500 new EV owners 
on a first-come, first-served basis

• ACE will enroll approx. 500 existing EV customers to 
inform future off-peak rate options
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Program Components
Multifamily
Multifamily EV Charging Program

• Offer 75% rebate (up to $5,000 per L2 port) to cover 
eligible make-ready costs to install smart L2 EV 
chargers in multifamily locations

• Limited to 10 ports per site

• 20% of ports will be sited at buildings in overburdened 
communities and receive rebates covering 100% of 
installation costs up to $6,700 per L2 port
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Program Components
Workplace and Fleets
Workplace L2 EV Charging

• Offer 50% rebate to cover eligible make-ready costs to 
install smart L2 EV chargers at workplaces
o Incentive of 50% up to $4,500 per port
o Limited to 10 ports per site

Fleet L2 EV Charging

• Offer 50% rebate to cover eligible make-ready costs to 
install smart L2 EV charging equipment for fleet use
o Incentive of 50% up to $2,500 per port
o Limited to 10 ports per site
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Program Components
Public
Public Level 2 Charging (L2)

• Offer 50% rebate (up to $4,500/port) to cover the 
eligible make-ready costs to install smart L2 EV 
charging equipment in public spaces

• Incentive is limited to 2 ports per site

• Incentive is available for approx. 1,000 smart L2 EV 
charging ports in locations available to the public 24/7

Public Direct Current Fast Charging (DCFC)

• Offer 90% rebate (up to $60,000/port limited at 2 
ports/site) for eligible make-ready costs for DCFC 
available for public use 24/7 

• Incentive is available to approx. 100 EV fast charging 
units

• Equipment must provide CCS and CHAdeMO 
connectors
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Application Process
Application

• The online application can be found at the following link: EVsmart Application Portal

• Customers can apply online and have ongoing access to check application status while collecting data

• *The online portal allows customer to add notes and/or respond to notes from the processing team

Account Set-up

• New users will be prompted to create an online application account.

• If submitting more than one application, same user account should be used to log in to create each separate application

Information Needed:

• Electrical Company/Contractor

• Date of service (must be on documentation)

• Labor vs. Materials cost breakdown

• Paid in full indication OR proof of payment

https://aceevsmart.customerapplication.com/?404;https://aceevsmart.programprocessing.com:443/login/?ref=apply&ft=63FD5B9048BD11EC96ED5321AAB5C8A0
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What Happens Next?

Next Steps

• ACE EVsmart team will review application

• EVsmart team will follow up with customer point of contact to gather additional information/answer questions

• If site is deemed eligible/feasible, EVsmart team will move process forward in coordination with ACE New Business

Equipment/Network Vendor Selection - for the most up to date list of approved networks and charger models, please 
refer to the Program Manual posted to the ACE EVsmart website.

Schedule a Meeting: Email EVSmart-ACE@icf.com

http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/visionelements.programprocessing.com/framework/atlantic_city_electric/ACE_EVsmart_Program_Manual.pdf
https://www.evconnect.com/blog/atlantic-city-electric-evsmart-make-ready-program


Sustainable Jersey EV Resources



Direct Pay Eligibility

• Tax-exempt organizations, including 
municipalities and school districts, are 
eligible for Direct Pay tax incentives.

• Eligible entities typically must be sole 
owners of project to take advantage of 
Direct Pay program. 

Runnemede’s Code Enforcement EV at the Green Fair 



Direct Pay Eligible Projects
Category Eligible Projects Base Tax Credits

Qualified Commercial 
Clean Vehicles

qualifying clean vehicles e.g. EVs and Plug-in Hybrids

For eligible vehicles, see: 
irs.gov/credits-deductions/commercial-clean-vehicle-credit

https://fueleconomy.gov/feg/tax2023.shtml

Up to $7,500 per light 
vehicle

Up to $40,000 per larger 
vehicle

AFV Refueling/Charging 
Equipment
(non-urban and low-income)

qualified fuels include electricity, ethanol, natural gas, 
hydrogen, and biodiesel

Up to 30% for eligible 
equipment

Investment Tax Credit
(Most municipal and school 
renewable energy projects 
fall into this category.)

solar, geothermal, small wind, energy storage, fuel cells, 
biogas, microgrid controllers, and combined heat and 
power properties

Typically 30% of costs

Production Tax Credit wind, biomass, geothermal, solar, small irrigation, landfill 
and trash, hydropower, marine and hydrokinetic energy Varies by project type

Full list of Direct Pay eligible tax credits at irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p5817g.pdf.

https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/commercial-clean-vehicle-credit
https://fueleconomy.gov/feg/tax2023.shtml
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p5817g.pdf


Alternative Fuel Vehicle Refueling 
Property Credit (30C credit)
Eligible census tracts fall into two categories and eligible property can 
be in either type of tract (or both, if the tract falls under both categories) 
to qualify:

1. Low-income community census tracts: Population census tracts as 
described in Internal Revenue Code section 45D(e), i.e., the ​“low-income 
community” definition of the New Markets Tax Credit (NMTC).

2. Non-urban census tracts: Population census tracts defined as ​“not an 
urban area” (or ​“non-urban area”) according to Treasury/IRS guidance.

At right: Screenshot of U.S. DOE map of eligible locations for Alternative Fuel Vehicle Refueling Property Credit in 
New Jersey. https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/3f67d5e82dc64d1589714d5499196d4f/page/Page/

Time periods when property would need to be installed in order to qualify in either 
census tracts:

Eligible tract through 2024 (2011-2015 NMTC tracts)

Eligible tract through 2029 (2016-2020 NMTC tracts)

Eligible tract through 2030 (2020 Non-Urban tracts)

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/3f67d5e82dc64d1589714d5499196d4f/page/Page/


30C: The Alternative Fuel Vehicle 
Refueling Property Credit

What is it? 

A tax credit for installing 
qualifying refueling or 
recharging equipment!

Find more information at:  
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/alternative-
fuel-vehicle-refueling-property-credit

What’s the Credit?

• Businesses and Tax Exempt Entities:
– 6% of the total cost, or 30% if you meet prevailing 

wage and apprenticeship requirements
– Up to $100,000 for each qualified item

• Individuals: 
– 30% of total cost
– Up to $1,000 for each qualified item

https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/alternative-fuel-vehicle-refueling-property-credit


•If the municipality lacks the in-house resources to 
plan EV charging installation, it may be desirable 
to commission an EV Charging Feasibility Study.

• Funding Resources: 
• CEPG Grant
• Sustainable Jersey Small Grant Program

• Sustainable Jersey has a template RFP/RFQ

• Meeting with utility EV Program reps and pre-
bid consultations with vendors may be sufficient

EV Charging Feasibility Study
Scope of work for a feasibility 

study could include:

• EV charging locations, including meters 
that will be used

• Type of EV chargers
• Cost estimates for:

• hardware, 
• Installation - including:

• electrical infrastructure 
upgrades

• sitework (protective bollards, 
etc.)

• ongoing costs, such as payment 
collection

• Recommended Incentives



EV Resources

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_C
ertification/Actions/Energy/EV_Resource_page.pdf

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Energy/EV_Resource_page.pdf


EV Community Outreach 
❖ Reach out to at least two of six potential audiences.

➢ Residents
➢ Commercial Property Owners
➢ Multi-Family Owners
➢ Workplaces
➢ Commercial Fleet Operators
➢ Car Dealerships

❖ For each of the two selected audiences, complete at least two Outreach Tasks.
➢ Events - webinar, in-person training, tabling
➢ Materials - informational webpage, social media posts, brochure, video

 10 Points in Sustainable Jersey Certification
 Sustainable Jersey Electric Vehicle Community Outreach action

Maywood’s June 2021
EV awareness event 

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/598


Upcoming Events 



Upcoming Events
Upcoming Webinars:
Municipal Leader's Guide to Preparing for the June Energy 
Pricing Increases 
4/15/2025 from 1-2 PM Webinar Registration

How to Start a Municipal Community Solar Automatic 
Enrollment Program
4/30/2025 from 1-2:30 PM Webinar Registration

Trainings on Demand
Unveiling the Sustainable Jersey Purchasing Center 
Webinar 
PowerPoint Link Webinar Link

EcoPatrol
Webinar Recording

Check out the NEW 
Sustainable Jersey 

Purchasing Resource Center

Online tool with
directory of cooperative 

purchasing options and a quote 
library.

Bit.ly/PurchasingCenter

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8261927629652227168
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4820263820694972511
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10_lOwvoBeQYL0e-fCqTsUlEjN-fyETMK/view?usp=sharing
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/4148460016059046998
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/6826875838260195755
http://bit.ly/PurchasingCenter
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Sustainable Jersey Underwriters and Sponsors



Thank You
• Tracey Woods, Sustainable Jersey – Woodst@tncj.edu

• Eliza Messinger, Sustainable Jersey – Messinge@tcnj.edu 

• Ben Eckstein – Ben.Eckstein@icf.com

• Chloe Williams – cwilliams@cmcenergy.com
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