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Sustainable Jersey
• Empowers municipalities to build a better world 

for future generations with the tools, training, 
and financial incentives necessary to pursue 
critical sustainability initiatives
– Free, voluntary sustainability certification 

program for NJ municipalities
– Subject-specific guidance for over 150 

sustainability topics
– Technical Assistance programs
– Annual Grants Program

To achieve a better tomorrow, one community at a time.





Statistics current as of 10/27/22Statistics current as of 10/27/22

Regional Hubs
Ten hubs around the state to help green teams build capacity through 
training, best practices resources and networking. Learn more 
sustainablejersey.com/get-involved/

Benefits
• Peer mentoring
• Project collaboration
• Online communication platform
• Network of Leaders
• Quarterly Events
• Help Peers Get Certified
• Technical assistance & administrative support from SJ

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/get-involved/


Sustainable Jersey Grants Program
– Funding for Municipalities

• Since 2009, over $4.7 million 
awarded to participating 
municipalities for 665 projects

• 296 / 466 (63.52%) registered 
municipalities have received at least 
one grant 

• 50% of all grant funding is reserved 
for certified municipalities



Our Partnership with the PSEG 
Foundation
• The PSEG Foundation underwrites 

both the Sustainable Jersey school 
and municipal certification programs, 
along with the grants program.

• The PSEG Foundation is contributing 
$200,000 to support the 2025 
Sustainable Jersey Grants Program 
for NJ municipalities

• Over $4.7 million in program support 
and direct grants

Florence Township (Burlington)



Eligibility 
Requirements



Participants Map Search
Use the Participating Municipalities & Approved Actions
(sustainablejersey.com/certification/search-participating-municipalities-approved-actions) page 
to check your municipality’s status in the Sustainable Jersey program

Click on View 
Map on the 
Sustainable 
Jersey website’s 
homepage

Use the List View and Ctrl+F to find your municipality

* If not listed, your 
municipality is not registered

Certified

Certified

Registered

STATUS

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/certification/search-participating-municipalities-approved-actions/


Previous Grantees



Available Funding

$20,000 $10,000 $2,000

• Can apply for one LARGE and one SMALL grant, but can only receive ONE



Use of Funding
Funding Level Use of Funds

Fund all or part of a project that will earn points 
toward a Sustainable Jersey action, including the 
Innovative Project action.
Fund general operating support and direct 
expenses for green teams.
Fund a project that leverages partnerships with 
community resources and includes an outreach 
component focused on promoting community 
awareness of the project.

LARGE and
SMALL

SMALL

LARGE

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions-certification/actions/
http://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions-certification/actions/#open/action/113


Grant Project Ideas



Projects for Points
Think outside the box!

• What you should consider:

– The status of your green team—does it 
need financial support?

– Identifying a need within the community 
that can be addressed with a grant

– Identifying where you need financial 
assistance to complete a program action

– Identify an innovative project that you 
cannot find funding for elsewhere

https://www.terracycle.com/en-US/brigades/cigarette-waste-recycling
https://www.terracycle.com/en-US/brigades/cigarette-waste-recycling


















Energy Projects 
Energy Efficiency 
Upgrades

• Energy audits and energy 
efficiency projects (i.e. 
lightning, furnaces, etc.) are 
NOT eligible

• Funding available through 
programs offered by NJCEP 
and utility companies

NEW RULES FOR THE 2024-2025 PROGRAM!



Energy Projects 
Electric Vehicle Charging Stations

• Must be paired with It NJDEP’s It Pay$ to 
Plug In Program or NJBPU’s Clean Fleet 
EV Program AND utility funding.

Electric Vehicle Purchases

• Must be paired with incentives, such as the 
ones mentioned above along with Direct 
Pay, and can include pursuit-class police 
vehicles and medium and heavy-duty EV’s.



Energy Projects 
Energy Education, Conservation, or 
Behavioral Change Projects

• Includes green challenges that encourage 
residents to conserve energy and provides 
guidance on how to do so.

• Includes any kind of community education 
about renewable energy or what the 
municipality is doing to be more energy 
efficient.



Funding and 
Resources for 
Energy Projects



Sustainable Jersey Energy 
Technical Assistance 
Free Energy TA

• Municipalities located in Elizabethtown Gas (ETG), New Jersey 
Natural Gas (NJNG), and South Jersey Gas (SJG) service 
territories

PSE&G Partnership Program

• Municipalities who have PSE&G as both their gas and electric 
utility—special program with funding available



IRS Direct Pay Tax Credits for Non-Profits

About Direct Pay
• All eligible projects receive tax credits (not competitive)
• Currently authorized for 10 years
• Projects completed in 2023 are eligible for tax credits until Nov 15 

For local governments filing on a calendar year, fiscal year deadline is May 15

Eligible Projects Include
• Renewables – solar, geothermal, wind, etc.
• Electric vehicles 
• Electric vehicle charging infrastructure (limited)
• Combined heat and power; Electric storage
Full list of Direct Pay eligible tax credits at irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p5817g.pdf

Direct Pay can be used in combination with 
other funding sources, like NJBPU incentives.

Example

Lightweight EV $24,000
NJBPU Clean Fleet Grant  -$4,000
Direct Pay Tax Credit -$7,500
Total cost to entity              $12,500
Note: Total incentive can not exceed total project cost.

Disclaimer: This slide gives a general overview of some Inflation Reduction Act tax provisions for informational purposes only and is not meant to be tax guidance.

For more information, visit Sustainable Jersey’s Direct 
Pay Tax Credits page or register for the Sustainable 

Jersey September 24th webinar on Direct Pay.

Direct Pay (Elective Pay), part of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), allows tax-exempt entities, including 
municipalities and school districts, to receive tax credits for clean energy projects. 

About Direct Pay

Eligible Projects Include

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p5817g.pdf
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/grants/direct-pay-tax-credits-for-municipalities-school-district-and-nonprofits/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3340102361540099679


How to 
Apply



Application Resources

Flyer QuickStart Guide Application Info Packet

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Grants_and_Resources/Small_Grants/PSEG/Flyers/PSEG_Muni_Grant_Flyer.pdf
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Grants_and_Resources/Small_Grants/PSEG/PSEG_Grants_QuickStart_Guide.pdf
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Grants_and_Resources/Small_Grants/PSEG/Application_Information_Packets/PSEG_Muni_Application_Packet.pdf


Deadline: Friday, February 14, 2025, at 11:59pm

App Link: bit.ly/SJPSEGGrantApp

Online Application

http://bit.ly/SJPSEGGrantApp


MUST be a municipal employee or 
appointed/elected official such as a 
green team member or councilperson. 
If working with a consultant who plans on 
submitting the application on behalf of the 
municipality, they should submit it using a 
municipal grant account with a proper 
primary contact.

PRIMARY CONTACT



The Submit button will turn Green and become clickable once you mark your 
application form for that section as complete. This is only possible once all 
required fields have been filled out. You will need to click submit for each of the 
three application sections. You can access the next section only after completing 
the one before it, but you will still be able to access any section to make changes 
before the application deadline (even if you submitted that section already).

SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION



Application Sections
Grant Account and Profile

Municipal Grant Proposal - due 2/14/2025

1. Requested Funding Amount 4. Application Contacts

2. Sustainable Jersey Grant History 5. Grant Proposal

3. Applicant Information 6. Optional Information

Current Sustainable Jersey Status - due 2/14/2025

1. Current Status in the SJ Program 2. Green Team Documentation*

Grant Authorization Resolution – due 3/21/2025

1. Authorization to submit grant application

*Not required from Sustainable Jersey municipalities currently certified in the Sustainable 
Jersey program



Standard Application Form

Grant Proposal Sections

• All Grant Applications Include:
– Project Title and Brief Description
– Action Plan and Timeline
– Budget Narrative
– Detailed Project Budget

There are templates available to help you quickly and easily complete each section 
of the application, such as the action plan & timeline and budget sections.

• Only Large Grant Applications Include:
– Project Team
– Community Engagement
– Project Impact and Evaluation



Project Description
 The description concisely summarizes the 

specific project to be funded by the grant 
award

TIP: Project Selection
• Think “outside the box”
• Identify all requirements 

associated with the project
• Consider community dynamics 

when crafting your proposal so 
it’s successful

• Consult stakeholders before 
settling on a plan

• Understand your capacity

LARGE and SMALL



Project Team Members
 The designated project team 

appears qualified to undertake 
the proposed project

 The project team includes 
representation from municipal 
and community stakeholder 
groups that will be involved in 
or impacted by the 
implementation of the 
proposed project

TIP: Building Your Team
• Include representation from 

stakeholder groups that will be 
involved/impacted by the 
implementation of the project 
like municipal staff, residents, 
the school community, etc.

LARGE



Action Plan and 
Timeline Template

...cannot submit a proposal for a project 
already underway or completed. 

KNOW THAT YOU...

LARGE and SMALL



Action Plan & Timeline
 Identify the steps needed to 

complete the project and 
target completion dates

 Identify how you plan on 
promoting the project, such as  
holding a ribbon cutting 
ceremony

 Implementation steps cannot 
start until late May 2025 (after 
grant is awarded)

TIP: Project 
Planning/Implementation

• Consider administrative delays, such 
as the procurement process and plan 
time for paperwork

• Research the products you plan to 
use

• Plan ahead for summer 
months/downtime

• Spend time and resources to train 
volunteers

• Try to plan for the unexpected –
always have a “plan B”

LARGE and SMALL



Community Engagement
 Capitalize on collaborations 

between community 
stakeholders including 
representatives from the 
schools, municipal and county 
agencies, civic or community-
based organizations, non-
profits, professional 
organizations and local 
businesses

TIP: Building & Engaging Your Team
• Recruit volunteers early on
• Identify and involve all relevant parties from the beginning
• Get students/youth involved
• Keep meetings short, timely, meaningful and efficient

LARGE



Project Impact & Evaluation
 Project should contribute toward making progress in 

the Sustainable Jersey Certification program

 Aim to be unique, innovative and address a specific 
need

 Be clear about what the project hopes to accomplish 
and provide relevant background information

 Identify who will benefit from the proposed project 
(staff, residents, etc.) and how

 Have a plan to evaluate project outcomes

TIP: Project Selection
• Propose a project that 

capitalizes on collaborations 
between municipal and 
district/school stakeholders

• Consultant-driven projects 
should feature a green team 
component

LARGE



Budget Narrative
 Clearly summarizes project expenses 

and identifies all the sources of funding, 
including in-kind contributions such as 
volunteer hours

 Identify and leverage no or low cost 
resources (costs should be reasonable)

 Identify if additional funding besides the 
grant is in-hand or committed

 Matches up with your detailed project 
budget

TIP: Budget
• Leverage no or low cost resources to cost-

effectively complete the project
• Detailed budget consistent with budget narrative
• Budget is realistic, costs justified, resource 

contributions have reasonable value
• Keep in mind promotional item value limits
• Include shipping costs

LARGE and SMALL



Detailed Project 
Budget Template
LARGE and SMALL



Budget Template
 Itemize expenses from all sources of funding and quantify any in-

kind contributions

 Eligible expenses include staff stipends, consultant or contractor 
service fees, equipment, project supplies, training and educational 
materials, and promotional items (including meeting supplies, 
incentives, awards and “give-aways”).

 Promotional items cannot comprise more $1,000 of the proposed 
grant budget for 20k & 10k grants and $200 for 2k grants

 Ineligible expenses include facilities/administrative (overhead) costs

LARGE and SMALL



Green Team 
Documentation

Then you are exempt from this 
requirement, as we already have this 
information via your certification report

IF YOU ARE CURRENTLY CERTIFIED

LARGE and SMALL



Grant Authorization 
Resolution Template

This resolution is DIFFERENT than the 
resolution required to register in the 
Sustainable Jersey certification program 
or the resolution required to establish a 
green team.

UPLOAD THE RIGHT RESOLUTION

LARGE and SMALL



10k & 20k Evaluation Criteria
All proposals are evaluated based on…

Project 
Description

Project Team 
Members

Action Plan & 
Timeline

Community 
Engagement

Project Impact 
and Evaluation Budget

10 Points 10 Points 15 Points

15 Points 30 Points 20 Points

Decided by a Blue Ribbon 
Selection Committee 
composed of program 
partners and sustainability 
experts across the state

SELECTION PROCESS



$2,000 Evaluation Criteria
All proposals are evaluated based on… 

• Up to 50% of the grant funds will be reserved for certified municipalities

• Efforts towards Sustainable Jersey certification are considered

• The regional distribution of grants throughout the state is considered

Project 
Description

Action Plan 
& TimelineBudget



2025 Cycle Timeline
Timeframe Action

Friday 
Dec. 20, 2024

Webinar presentation & recording posted on website

Friday
Feb. 14, 2025

Section One: Grant Proposal and Section Two: Current SJ 
Status of all grant applications due

Friday
Mar. 21, 2025

Section Three: Grant Authorization Resolution due

Should also aim to be registered, have a green team, and have 
closed out outstanding grants by this time

Late April Recipient/non-recipient notification

Late May Grant announcement event and funds distributed



Reporting Requirements
Grant recipients are required to complete the following reporting 
requirements

• 10k and 20k Grantees
– Nine-month interim report (status update)
– Final Report (due after 18 months)

• 2k Grantees

– Final Report (due after 12 months)

• Grant reporting will be completed online. Reminders will be 
emailed to the primary project contact in advance of the reporting 
submission deadline. 



Application Tips
Consider these 4 tips to increase your chances of receiving a grant

• Apply for both a small and a large grant 
– Can copy and paste information; just need to change the budget and action 

plan and timeline

• Include the community and stakeholder in as many of the steps to complete the 
project as possible, including the planning phase

– Invite residents, local businesses, and organizations

• Identify sources of in-kind donations of time, labor, and funding to show that your 
community has skin in the game

• Be detailed—too much information is better than too little



Contact Us
Questions about the 
certification program?

Maureen Jones
Program Coordinator
info@sustainablejersey.com
609-771-2938

Questions about the grants 
program?

Kaitlyn Vollmer
Grants Program Manager
grants@sustainablejersey.com
609-771-3189



Thank You!
To ask questions, please either:

• Raise your hand (to ask question verbally)
– Make sure to unmute yourself using the 

green microphone button
– If calling in via the telephone, make sure 

you input the audio code: 516-507-388

• Type your question in the question box







https://www.sustainablejersey.com/grants/climate-vulnerability-assessment-technical-assistance/

Application Deadline: December 20, 2024

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/grants/climate-vulnerability-assessment-technical-assistance/
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