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Housekeeping

• Housekeeping: All attendees are muted. 

• Questions? Enter them into the 

Questions box or “raise your hand” and 

we will answer them at the end of the 

presentation.  

• The presentation and recording will be 

posted on the Webinars page by the 

end of the week.



Webinar Speakers

Maureen Jones Leanne McGowan Jane Schneider



Together, we can help reduce New Jersey’s carbon footprint and usher in a clean energy future.
Join Us to Improve Energy Efficiency in Our Communities!



2.21.24 Agenda

• Sustainable Jersey (SJ)

• Program Overview

• Program Tracks

• Funding & Resources

• SJ Energy Actions

• Q&A



Introducing Sustainable Jersey

• Certification program for municipalities and 

schools in New Jersey

• Tools, resources, and guidance to help 

municipalities and schools become more 

sustainable

• Grants and funding for municipalities and schools

• Regional Hubs
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SJ-PSE&G Partnership 
Program Goals

• Support local action to reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions 

• Partner with municipalities to increase 

energy efficiency in their communities and 

municipal facilities

• Assist municipalities in launching impactful 

outreach campaigns that encourage 

residents/business owners to sign up for 

PSE&G energy efficiency programs



Clean Energy Act of 2018

• Sets ambitious goals for GHG reduction – reduce 80% by 2050

• Clarifies need to reduce annual energy and emissions from buildings: 

2% for electricity and 0.75% for natural gas

• Shifts responsibility for residential and commercial efficiency programs 

to public utilities 

• Municipal outreach greatly increases participation among residents 

in clean energy programs



Campaigns are effective
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Program Overview
• Eligibility

• Program Overview 

– Tracks 

– TA for Facilities

– Outreach Campaign Planning 

and Tools

– Funding

• Application Process

– Municipal Resolution



Eligible 
Municipalities

sustainablejersey.com/grants/sj-pseg-partnership-program



Participating Municipalities

Residential Outreach:

Audubon Boro, Camden
Barrington Boro, Camden
City of Orange Twp, Essex
Glen Rock Boro, Mercer
Haddonfield Boro, Camden
Irvington Twp, Essex
Maple Shade Twp, Burlington
Montclair Twp, Essex
Moorestown Twp, Burlington
Oradell Boro, Bergen 
Paterson City, Passaic
Prospect Park Boro, Passaic
Somerville Boro, Somerset
Princeton, Mercer
Town of Secaucus, Hudson

Commercial Outreach:

Irvington Twp, Essex
Montclair Twp, Essex
Princeton, Mercer
West Orange Twp, Essex

TA for Municipal Facilities:

Bloomfield Twp, Essex
Bogota Boro, Bergen
Maplewood Twp, Essex
New Milford Boro, Bergen
Palmyra Boro, Burlington
Prospect Park Boro, Passaic
Rutherford Boro, Bergen
Saddle Brook Twp, Bergen
Somerville Boro, Somerset
West Orange Twp, Essex



Partnership Program Tracks
Municipalities

• Technical Assistance for Energy Efficiency in Municipal Facilities 

• Residential Energy Efficiency Outreach Campaign

• Commercial Energy Efficiency Outreach Campaign

School Districts

• Technical Assistance for Energy Efficiency in School Facilities

• EmPowered Schools program with a community outreach component



EmPowered Schools
Free PK-12 energy and sustainability program 

that provides teachers with a robust library of 

energy curricula and hands-on learning activities.

Available statewide.

Schools receive:

• EmPowered web platform access to videos, 

auto-scored quizzes, and hands-on activities - 

all pre-planned for teachers!

• Lessons/activities aligned with NJ Student 

Learning Standards

• Schools enrolled in SJ for Schools can earn 

points toward certification.

LEARN MORE AND SIGN UP 

bit.ly/SJSEmpoweredSchools

 Sponsored by: 

• Elizabethtown Gas

• New Jersey Natural Gas

• PSE&G

• South Jersey Gas



Technical Assistance for Facilities

Energy TA helps:

• Improve comfort and safety

• Lower municipality/school district 

carbon footprint

• Reduce energy usage/cost

SJ offers TA to municipalities and school 

districts in every utility service territory.

The $2,500 Start up grant is only offered 

through the PSE&G Partnership Program.

• Energy TA includes assistance:

• Organizing energy billing data

• Setting up energy tracking system 

• Recommending ways to save energy 

and lower utility bills

• Identifying and applying for PSE&G 

incentives for facility upgrades 



Outreach TA / Campaign planning 

Outreach TA includes

• Guidance planning energy efficiency 

outreach campaign (residential or 

commercial)

• Coordinating customized outreach 

tools for impactful community energy 

efficiency campaigns 



Partnership Program 
Funding and Resources

Participating municipalities receive

• $2,500 Start-up Grant (first-time participants 

only)

• $5,000 Outreach Campaign grants plus 

complimentary outreach toolkit resources

• Sustainable Jersey points are available for 

the Facilities Technical Assistance track and 

the Outreach Campaign tracks

Customized Campaign Resources 

(Residential or Commercial EE Outreach)

• Professional video (2 versions)

• Website (EnergyOutreachNJ.com/municipality)

• Direct mailing to residents or small businesses

• Table runner, vertical banner and street banner 

• Promotional and tabling materials for outreach 
events
– press release and social media templates
– program flyer
– PSE&G giveaways 



Partnership Tools in action

Customized website and professional 

video featuring your community, plus 

vertical/street banners and table runner

EnergyOutreachNJ.com



Examples of brochure and door hanger templates 

Program flyer translated into Creole



Municipal Energy Actions
Energy Efficiency Renewable Energy Alternative Fuel Vehicles

• Energy Efficiency for 

Municipal Facilities

• Energy Tracking and 

Management

• On-Site Geothermal

• On-Site Solar 

       +10 pt storage/resilience

       +  5 pt solar thermal

• On-Site Wind

• Buy Renewable Energy

• Fleet Inventory

• Purchase Alternative

Fuel Vehicles

• Meet Green Fleet Targets 

• Energy Assistance  

Outreach

• Commercial Energy 

Efficiency Outreach

• Residential Energy 

Efficiency Outreach

• Make Your Town Solar 

Friendly

• Municipally Supported 

Community Solar

• Solar Outreach

• Renewable Government 

Energy Aggregation (R-

GEA)

• Make Your Town Electric

Vehicle (EV) Friendly

• Public EV Chargers 

• Electric Vehicle Outreach

Municipal 

Operations

Community

Energy Use



Municipal and School Facilities TA: 

• Energy Efficiency for Municipal 

Facilities (up to 50 points)

• Energy Efficiency for School 

Facilities (up to 50 points)

• Energy Tracking and Management 

(up to 20 points)

Program activities in all 3 tracks 
support SJ or SJS Actions 

Municipal Outreach Campaigns:

• Energy Assistance Outreach

• Commercial Energy Efficiency 

Outreach

• Residential Energy Efficiency 

Outreach



Commercial Energy Efficiency Outreach

For 10 points  

✓ Outreach plan

o Direct Install 

o Outreach Plan Template provided

• Outreach requirements

✓ EE page

o On municipal or green team website 

o Includes list of approved contractors  

✓ Letter from municipality to businesses

✓ Two additional outreach activities, such as

o Chamber of Commerce event

✓ Video promoting energy audit

For additional 10 points 

• Pre-selected Small Business Direct Install 

contractor

o Municipality selects SBDI contractor 

via RFP to be featured in outreach 

campaign

o RFP Template provided

o Include contact information for 

selected SBDI contractor(s) in: 

o Letter from municipality 

AND

o Municipal website information



Residential Energy Efficiency Outreach

For 10 points  

✓ Outreach plan

o “whole-home” program as centerpiece

o Outreach Plan Template provided

• Outreach requirements

✓ EE page

o On municipal and/or green team website 

o Includes list of approved contractors  

✓ Letter from municipality to residents

✓ Two additional outreach activities, such as

o Info Session/Workshop

✓ Video promoting energy assessment

For additional 10 points 

•  Pre-selected Home Performance with 

Energy Star Assessment offer

o Municipality selects HPwES 

contractor(s) via RFP to be 

featured in outreach campaign

o RFP Template provided

o Include contact information for 

selected HPwES contractor(s) in: 

o Letter from municipality 

AND

o Municipal website information



Application Process
• Submit online application

– Due April 5

• Choose track

– Technical Assistance 

– Residential Energy Efficiency 

Outreach Campaign

– Commercial Energy Efficiency 

Outreach Campaign

• Municipal resolution required 

(template is provided)

sustainablejersey.com/grants/sj-pseg-energy-efficiency-

partnership-program/



Together we can make a difference  

Important Partnership Program and SJ certification dates:

• Municipalities: current application period deadline is April 5, 2024.  

Create an account and start a profile today!

• School Districts: rolling admission through the online Google Form

• 2024 SJ Municipal Certification: first deadline is February 25th



Agenda OverviewPSE&G’s Mission
• Be a positive force in a changing world 

by providing infrastructure to access 

safe, affordable, reliable, and cleaner 

energy.

• Work toward a carbon-free economy.

• Empower the lives of our customers, our 

communities, our workforce, and other 

stakeholders.

• Embrace diversity and inclusion, and 

promote equitable and ethical behavior.
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Sustainable Jersey Underwriters and Sponsors



Thank You

Leanne McGowan, mcgowale@tcnj.edu

Jane Schneider, schneidj@tcnj.edu



Questions & Support

General Inquiries about SJ 

and Certification

Maureen Jones

Program Coordinator

info@sustainablejersey.com 

SJ-PSE&G Partnership Program 

Questions

Leanne McGowan

Program Manager

mcgowale@tcnj.edu

SJ-PSE&G Partnership Program 

Questions

Jane Schneider

Project Consultant

schneidj@tcnj.edu

mailto:info@sustainablejersey.com
mailto:heaslya@tcnj.edu
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