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Overview of Sustainable Jersey

• Free sustainability 
certification program for 
New Jersey municipalities

o Our vision: achieve a sustainable 
New Jersey, one community at a time

o Our mission: empower New Jersey communities to build a 
better world for future generations with the tools, training and 
financial incentives necessary to pursue critical sustainability 
initiatives
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A Framework for Action
• Coordinates priorities, 

resources, and policy 
among public and private 
state and local actors 

• Develops tools, resources, 
and guidance to make 
progress

• Provides access to grants 
and assistance

• Recognizes 
accomplishments
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Program Participants

Municipal Program
463 Participating

• 81% of NJ municipalities

• 210 Certified
o 151 Bronze
o 59 Silver
o 1 Energy Gold Star 

(Woodbridge)
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Sustainable Jersey Actions

• Action purpose and points
• Why is it important?
• Who should be involved?
• How long will it take and what 

will it cost?
• What to do and how to do it? 
• What to submit
• Spotlights
• Resources
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Water Goal

New Jersey’s water system provides an adequate and affordable supply of clean 
and safe drinking water for everyone, while also safeguarding water sources to 
ensure sufficient quality and supply to support healthy ecosystems and biodiversity.
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Completing specific 
actions will help a 
municipality earn the 
gold star in water!

Learn more about Water 
Gold here:

bit.ly/SJWaterGold

https://bit.ly/SJWaterGold
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Municipal Water Story

Narrative

Public 
Engage

ment

Municipal 
Water 
Story
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Tier Action Points

1 Low impact techniques 5

2 Applicability; Retention and 
definition of Major Development 15

3 2 additional enhancements 25

4 4 additional enhancements 35

Enhanced Stormwater 
Management Control Ordinance
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Open Space Plan – Access to Water
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Drinking Water Actions
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Green Infrastructure Planning and 
Implementation Actions

http://www.water.rutgers.
edu/Projects/Projects.htm
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Gold Star Standard in Water

Complete Four Pre-requisite Actions: Two 
required Actions: Water Story and 
Environmental Resource Inventory as well 
as selection of a “high impact” and an 
additional action.
Prepare Navigational Path: as part of the 
Water Story action, in which municipality 
identifies water issues and corresponding 
actions to advance improvements in water 
in the years ahead. 
Water Gold Star Certification: Apply on the 
Gold Star portion of the website – four 
completed actions; navigational path and 
reviewed during standard municipal 
certification cycle, if approved gold star 
awarded for 3 years.
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Municipal Water Story
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Free Technical Assistance for Energy 
Projects: Apply for an EDF Fellow

Fellows help municipalities and school districts track and 
analyze energy usage and apply for New Jersey’s Clean Energy 
Program and utility incentives!

Join us for “Drop-in” Sessions!

- March 15th @ 8AM

- March 16th @ 6PM

- March 24th @ 3PM

- March 25th @ 11:30AM

Register or apply at: 
bit.ly/SJEDFClimateCorps

Questions?

Contact Brandon Rothrock at 
rothrocb@tcnj.edu

mailto:rothrocb@tcnj.edu
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Sustainable Jersey Grants Program

• Provides funding and technical assistance opportunities for sustainability initiatives

• 2k green team grants and project grants of 10k and larger 

• Since 2009, over $6.5 million distributed to fund over 1,000 projects

Annual Funding Cycles
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Sustainable Communities Grant Program
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Anne Heasly
Sustainable Jersey
heaslya@tcnj.edu





JERSEYWATERWORKS
A collaborative effort of many diverse organizations and 
individuals who embrace the common purpose of 
transforming New Jersey’s water infrastructure.



COMMITTEE GOAL: 
Communities employ green infrastructure in a way that maximizes
community benefits including reduced flooding and improved water
quality, local economies, community health and long-term resiliency.

JWW COMMITTEE INITIATIVES AND WORK
INCLUDE:



https://www.jerseywaterworks.org/resources/unlocking-the-potential- 
of-the-green-acres-and-blue-acres-programs-to-support-green- 
infrastructure/

https://www.jerseywaterworks.org/resources/unlocking-the-potential-of-the-green-acres-and-blue-acres-programs-to-support-green-infrastructure/


https://www.jerseywaterworks.org/resources/planning-green-streets/
https://www.jerseywaterworks.org/resources/funding-green-streets/
https://www.jerseywaterworks.org/resources/new-jersey-green-streets-case-studies/

https://www.jerseywaterworks.org/resources/planning-green-streets/
https://www.jerseywaterworks.org/resources/funding-green-streets/
https://www.jerseywaterworks.org/resources/new-jersey-green-streets-case-studies/


https://www.jerseywaterworks.org/resources/stormwater-utilities- 
can-incentivize-green-infrastructure/

https://www.jerseywaterworks.org/resources/stormwater-utilities-can-incentivize-green-infrastructure/


LINKS TO BE PUBLISHED



http://water.rutgers.edu/Projects/GreenInfrastructureChampions/GIC.html

http://water.rutgers.edu/Projects/GreenInfrastructureChampions/GIC.html


Join Jersey Water Works as a member, visit 
https://www.jerseywaterworks.org/get-involved/

Check out the GI Committee's work plans here: 
https://www.jerseywaterworks.org/committees/green- 
infrastructure-committee/work-plans/

https://www.jerseywaterworks.org/get-involved/
https://www.jerseywaterworks.org/committees/green-infrastructure-committee/work-plans/
https://www.jerseywaterworks.org/committees/green-infrastructure-committee/work-plans/


Rosana Da Silva
rosana@hudsonriver.org



Take Action With These 
Stormwater Resources

Stormwater: Tools to Help Municipalities Weather the Storm

March 22, 2022

Diane Schrauth
Policy Director
New Jersey Future
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Check out our Green Infrastructure 
Toolkit!



 



 



 



 



Enhanced Model Stormwater Ordinance

● Reduce “maximum contributory drainage areas.” 

● Redefine the threshold for “major development.” 

● Add a definition and requirements for “minor 
development.” 

● Require stormwater management on redevelopment 
projects, not just new development. 

● Require infiltration of a specific volume of 
stormwater onsite. 



Enhanced Model 
Stormwater Ordinance



 



 



 



 



Agenda 

● Background 

● Green Infrastructure Municipal Toolkit

● Stormwater Utility Resource Center

● Questions



 





What is a Stormwater Utility?

Similar to a water or sewer utility, 

a stormwater utility is a local assessment district 

that dedicates funding specifically and solely to 

address stormwater management problems.



What is the purpose of the resource center?

To provide municipal and county officials and 
utilities with the tools to help them 
determine if a stormwater utility is right for 
their community.
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What is the purpose of the resource center?

To provide municipal and county officials and 
utilities with the tools to help them 
determine if a stormwater utility is right for 
their community.

 
To educate the public on stormwater utility 
basics.

To provide an ongoing repository for the 
latest information on stormwater utilities.



• Municipal Engineers

• Financial and Engineering 

Consultants

• Regional Authority Executive

• County Planner

• Borough Administrator

• Attorney

• Environmental Advocates

• NJDEP

Stormwater Utility Advisory Council

 



Clean Stormwater & Flood Reduction Act

• New Jersey’s law allows, but does not require, 

local governments to establish stormwater 
utilities.

• If established, stormwater utilities must collect 

fees based on the amount of stormwater a 
property generates. 

• Utilities can be established by municipalities, 

counties, groups of municipalities, and sewerage 
and improvement authorities. 

• Funds generated from the fees are dedicated 

solely to stormwater management and cannot be 
used for any other purposes.

 





• Overviews

• Legal

• Financial

• Public Outreach

• Case Studies

• Mapping/Impervious Cover

• Climate/Flooding

• Water Environment 
Federation (WEF) Tables

Resources

 



Architect: Marchetto Higgins Stieve  
Photographer: Don Pearse



For more information, visit 
www.njfuture.org/events/njprc22/



Diane Schrauth
Policy Director
dschrauth@njfuture.org
609-393-0008

New Jersey Future 
16 W. Lafayette St.
Trenton, NJ 08608
www.njfuture.org

THANK YOU!

mailto:dschrauth@njfuture.org
http://www.njfuture.org/


Green Infrastructure
Resources for your Town

March 22, 2022

Jay Watson, Co-Executive Director
New Jersey Conservation Foundation



NJ Conservation Blueprint
https://www.njmap2.com/blueprint/



GIS





NJ Blueprint MAP Options-
Ecological Integrity

Click here



Statewide “Ecosystems to Protect”
The Landing Page





The Sourlands…



Zoomed in to 
Sourlands Project Area



Click here

Base maps – Google satellite, infrared, 
topo, historic… 



Click here

Information layers



Component layers



Reference Layers



Click here

Information layers



Preserved Open Space



Preserved Open Space & Farmland



Adding in C1 streams, wetlands 
vernal pool buffers



Same area Infrared Base Map



Habitats for Rare Species Overlay



Climate Change Resilience 
Sourlands!



Climate Change Resilience 
Sourlands!  Preserved Farmland



Climate Change Resilience 
Sourlands! Preserved Open Space



Climate Change Resilience 
Sourlands! Parcel Maps!



Climate Change Resilience 
Sourlands! Parcel Maps!



Parcel Maps!



Higgins / Wertsville
Zoomed







Camden Conservation / Action 
Module



Camden Landing Page



Camden Asthma



Camden Air Pollution



Camden Physical Health



Camden Physical Inactivity



Distance from Nearest Park –
From Homes



Food Desserts / Farmers Markets



Application Example
Asthma Rates Citywide



Zoomed in Centerville 
Asthma Rates



Zoomed in Centerville 
Tree Canopy



Tree planting opportunity ???



Trenton Green Infrastructure

















Treeequityscore.orgOne
idea…

TRENTON, NJ







Tree Equity Score maps, American 
Forests







Mercer College 
Green Infrastructure, Trenton

Project Area



J. Watson

BEFORE



J. Watson

AFTER



Trenton City Hall Green 
Infrastructure

Project Area



J. Watson
BEFORE



J. Watson
AFTER



BEFORE



AFTER



Urban Forest Stewardship

• Arboriculture Pre- Apprenticeship Curriculum
• 6 to 10 weeks at full time
• Paid apprenticeships!
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