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Community Design for All Ages

Workshop Series

New Jersey Future – Community Planning
Friday, January 26

Workshop 1: Completing an Age-Friendly Land Use 
Assessment & Data Gathering
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Agenda

● Age-Friendly Communities

● Community Design for All Ages Action

● Demographic Data Profile

● Land Use Assessment

● Q/A
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Age-Friendly Communities

● What is Age-Friendly? 

● The kinds of places that are available for us to go to.

● The types of homes we live in.

● The opportunities we have to interact with each other.

● How susceptible are we to isolation and loneliness?
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Community Design for All Ages Action

● Components from 5 to 25 points, 25 points total

● 12 components, 5 points each OR Age-Friendly Implementation Plan, 25 points

CDFAA Workshop 1 – Slide 5



Action Overview – Components – Each worth 5 points

Component 3 - Land Use Assessment

Component 4 - Demographic Data Profile

Component 5 - Community Engagement

Component 6 - Age-Friendly Policy

● Age-Friendly Implementation Plan
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Action Overview – Components – Each worth 5 points
Component 1 - Assign Age-Friendly Coordinator 

Component 2 - Establish Committee

Component 7 - Adopt Zoning Regulations to increase housing diversity

Component 8 - Adopt Zoning Regulations a mix of commercial and residential uses in a compact form

Component 9 - Adopt a Form-Based code

Component 10 - Adopt universal design policy

Component 11 - Create a home-sharing program

Component 12 - Implement actions identified in community engagement
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Technical Assistance Opportunity – Feb 9th Deadline 
to apply

3 Project options – each option will be accompanied by a completed Demographic 
Data Profile 

1) Age-Friendly Community Design Policy
2) Community Survey or Focus Group Public Engagement
3) Age-Friendly Land Use Assessment

*No financial assistance is provided. This is an application for technical assistance.
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U.S. Older Population Continues to Grow
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Action Submission Worksheet
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Data Gathering – Demographic Data Profile

What are we gathering?

● Demographics

● Housing

● Mobility

● Public Space/Amenities

● Economics

● Transportation 

● Geography

CDFAA Workshop 1 – Slide 11



Data Gathering – Demographic Data Profile

Why is this important?

● Tell a story

● Interpret the results

● Inform the community

● Engage the community
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Demographic Data Profile

Action Submission Requirements – What is on the submission worksheet?

1. Fill out worksheet

2. Interpret results

3. Adoption into Master Plan, Amendment, or Reexamination Report
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Demographic Data Profile

Demographic Evaluation Tool

How? – Census reporter tool
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Census Reporter Tool – www.censusreporter.org
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Example – B25024 – Number of Housing Units

● Step 1 – Search for Table in ‘Explore’

● Step 2 – Add Municipality

● Step 3 – add New 
Jersey in ‘Add a 
geography’

Step 1
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Example – B25024 – Number of Housing Units

● Step 4 – Calculate Results – Add units from 
5-50 or more

● Step 5 – Fill in information

● Step 6 – Interpret Results

● Interpretation – Data shows that there are significantly more single-
family attached dwellings in this municipality than the state average.   
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Example – B25072- Cost-Burdened Renters

● Step 1 – Search for table in ‘Explore’

● Step 2 – Add Municipality

● Step 3 – Add New Jersey

Step 1
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Example – B25072- Cost-Burdened Renters

● Step 4 – Calculate Results For 
All Ages & Over 65

● Step 5 – Fill in information

● Step 6 – Interpret Results

Step 4
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Adoption into Master Plan Element, Amendment, or 
Reexamination Report
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Municipal Mechanisms

→ Master Plan

→ Zoning Regulations

→ Design Standards

→ Redevelopment Plans

→ Infrastructure

→ Capital Budget
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New Jersey Future conducted a study of [Ridgefield Park] 
Village in September of 2020 concerning the planning for 
communities for an aging population. Their 
recommendations are incorporated throughout this [Master 
Plan]. 

[They] provided the framework for further action 
through zoning amendments as well as design
recommendations and financial programs that will benefit 
the Village in years to come.

“
H

”- Village of Ridgefield Park Master Plan, 2022 
(emphasis added)



Age-Friendly Land Use Assessment – Evaluation Categories

Transportation / MobilityMixed-Use Center

Affordable and Accessible Walkability and ConnectivityLivelihood and Mobility Social and Outdoor Connections

Public Spaces / AmenitiesHousing Options 
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Age-Friendly Land Use Assessment - Worksheet
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Age-Friendly Land Use Assessment – Mixed-Use Center

● Presence of a center

● Mixed-uses permitted

● Policies and programs

● Plans

● Land Development Standards

● Relation to Age-Friendly
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Age-Friendly Land Use Assessment – Mixed-Use Center

Look for a mix of uses, including residential and a mix of business, retail, and service 
uses – all within walking distance of each other and connected to pedestrian 
infrastructure.            

Yes
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URL for Zoning Codes -
https://www.generalcode.com/library/#NJ



Age-Friendly Land Use Assessment - Housing

Image credit: Opticos Design

● Housing affordability

● Housing stock

● Housing Age

● Lot sizes

● Design requirements

● Inclusionary requirements
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Age-Friendly Land Use Assessment – Housing
Yes
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Age-Friendly Land Use Assessment – Transportation

● Walkability

● Parking

● Public transportation

● Street connectivity

● Vehicle Lanes

● Traffic calming
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Age-Friendly Land Use Assessment – Transportation

One New Jersey community that has received points for the 
Sustainable Jersey Transit Oriented Development Action 
increased density to 60 dwelling units/acre within a half-mile 
radius of a transit facility. Mixed-use buildings are 
permitted/encouraged development types.

Yes
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Age-Friendly Land Use Assessment – Mobility

Older residents were not directly engaged in this study, but the 
study has provided recommendations for improved infrastructure 
that is needed for the older residents who live in two public 
housing complexes. 

Yes
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Land Use Assessment – Public Spaces/Amenities
● Community Centers

● Joint use facilities

● Parks

● Trails

● Open spaces 

● Connectivity and walkability

● Green Infrastructure
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Land Use Assessment – Amenities

Details – This Senior 
Community Center does 
provide social engagement 
opportunities. The facility is 
open to all residents from 9 
a.m. – 4:30 pm.
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Yes



Land Use Assessment – Open Space

Details – The zoning code does require at least 
15% of the total area to be set aside for open 
space, allowing active and passive recreation 
uses. 

Yes
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Land Use Assessment - Planning

No

Details – The master plan does not 
evaluate projected population trends and 
their relationships to housing availability, 
cost of living, mobility options, 
employment, or vulnerabilities to hazards.
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Land Use Assessment – Amenities

Details – This town in 
Hunterdon County does 
provide fitness, yoga, & 
dance classes free of 
charge at the dedicated 
Senior Center.

Yes
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Thank you!

Follow @NewJerseyFuture

Evan Garcia, AICP 
egarcia@njfuture.org

njfuture.org

Register for our next Workshop! 
https://www.njfuture.org/events/webinars/communitydesign/



Questions/Answers
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