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• Sustainable Jersey background
• NJBPU Community Energy Plan Grant Program
• Community Energy Plan process

o Sustainable Jersey Data Center
o Workplan Template
o Sustainable Energy Communities Guide
o Model Plans
o Technical Assistance for Overburdened Municipalities

• Community Energy Plan Grant application

Agenda
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• Certification program for municipalities and schools
• Tools, resources, and guidance to help municipalities and schools 

become more sustainable
• Grants and funding for municipalities and schools
• Regional Hubs

What is Sustainable Jersey?
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Program Participants

Municipal Program
• 460 (81%) registered
• 214 Certified

- 147 Bronze
- 67 Silver

Schools Program
• 374 (54%) school districts 
• 1025 schools registered
• 335 schools certified

- 292 Bronze
- 43 Silver

Municipal Program Schools Program
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Municipal Energy Actions

Energy Efficiency Renewable Energy Alternative Fuel Vehicles

• Energy Efficiency for
Municipal Facilities

• Energy Tracking and
Management

• On-Site Geothermal System
• On-Site Solar System

+10 pt storage/resilience
+  5 pt solar thermal

• On-Site Wind System
• Buy Renewable Energy

• Fleet Inventory
• Purchase Alternative 

Fuel Vehicles
• Meet Green Fleet Targets 

• Energy Assistance  
Outreach

• Commercial Energy
Efficiency Outreach

• Residential Energy 
Efficiency Outreach

• Make Your Town Solar Friendly
• Municipally Supported

Community Solar
• Community-Led Solar

Initiatives
• Renewable Government 

Energy Aggregation (R-GEA)

• Make Your Town Electric
Vehicle (EV) Friendly

• Public EV Chargers 
• Electric Vehicle Outreach

Municipal 
Operations

Community
Energy Use
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Gold Star in Energy

Community Actions (two from each category)

Energy Efficiency
• Energy Assistance Outreach
• Commercial Energy Efficiency Outreach
• Residential Energy Efficiency Outreach

Renewable Energy
• Make Your Town Solar Friendly
• Municipally Supported Community Solar
• Community-Led Solar Initiatives 

Transportation
• Make Your Town Electric Vehicle Friendly
• Public Electric Vehicle Chargers
• Electric Vehicle Outreach

Municipal Operations

Municipal Buildings
• Energy efficiency
• Operations / equipment
• Green building policy

Municipal Fleet
• Fleet electrification
• Operational efficiency 

GHG reductions
• 3.6% annually
• 10.8% over 3 years

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/gold-star-standards/



Community Energy Plans



Community Energy Plan 
Grant Program



• Community-level action is essential to meet the Energy Master Plan goal of
100% clean energy by 2050. This program provides communities the
opportunity to align local actions with EMP’s goals.

• The Community Energy Plan Grant (CEPG) Program supports municipal
action on climate change, with specific focus on energy resilience,
renewable energy, and energy efficiency.

• The CEPG Program was redesigned to better prioritize low- and moderate-
income and overburdened communities.

• All New Jersey municipalities are eligible for $10,000, with overburdened
municipalities eligible for larger grants and enhanced support.

Community Energy Plan Grant

11



Once funds are received, grantees must complete the following:
1. Based on the strategies identified in the application, the municipality must 

work to conduct an in-depth analysis of the EMP-based strategies for 
incorporation into its Plan

2. Conduct a public meeting to engage the community in the creation of the 
Plan 

3. Finalize the Plan through formal adoption by the municipal governing body 
and submit a copy of the completed Plan to the Board

4. Reporting requirements for the grant are dependent on the amount 
awarded:  
a) $10,000 grant: submit one expenditure report at the end of the 

eighteen (18) month grant term
b) $25,000 grant: submit both quarterly reports and a final report at the 

end of the eighteen (18) month grant term  

12

Grant Requirements



Overburdened Municipalities are eligible for additional 
support:

• Larger grant award of $25,000 for community energy planning
• Outreach to identified Overburdened Municipalities to let them 

know about this grant opportunity
• Technical assistance to develop and submit applications for 

the CEP Grant
• Technical assistance in the creation of the Plan once the grant 

is awarded
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Overburdened Municipalities



Municipality County Municipality County
Asbury Park City Monmouth Millville City Cumberland
Atlantic City Atlantic New Brunswick City Middlesex
Bridgeton City Cumberland Newark City Essex
Buena Boro Atlantic North Wildwood City Cape May
Camden City Camden Passaic City Passaic
Cape May Point Boro Cape May Paterson City Passaic
Chesilhurst Boro Camden Paulsboro Boro Gloucester
City of Orange Twp Essex Penns Grove Boro Salem
Clementon Boro Camden Perth Amboy City Middlesex
Commercial Twp Cumberland Phillipsburg Town Warren
East Newark Boro Hudson Plainfield City Union
East Orange City Essex Pleasantville City Atlantic
Egg Harbor City Atlantic Prospect Park Boro Passaic
Elizabeth City Union Salem City Salem
Fairfield Twp Cumberland Seaside Heights Boro Ocean
Flemington Boro Hunterdon Trenton City Mercer
Freehold Boro Monmouth Union City Hudson
Harrison Town Hudson Victory Gardens Boro Morris
Hi-nella Boro Camden Vineland City Cumberland
Irvington Twp Essex West New York Town Hudson
Lakewood Twp Ocean Wildwood City Cape May
Lindenwold Boro Camden Woodbine Boro Cape May
Long Branch City Monmouth Woodlynne Boro Camden
Maurice River Twp Cumberland Wrightstown Boro Burlington
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Overburdened Municipalities
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I. Introduction
II. Community Profile 

I. Demographics
II. Existing Infrastructure

III. Energy Related Data
I. Aggregated Utility Energy Usage
II. NJCEP Local Government Energy Efficiency Projects

IV. Work Plan (Implementation Timeline)
Strategy 1: Transportation
Strategy 2: Renewable Energy and Distributed Energy Resources
Strategy 3: Energy Efficiency and Conservation
Strategy 4: Buildings
Strategy 6: Community Energy Planning and Action with an Emphasis on Supporting 
Participation by Low- and Moderate-Income and Environmental Justice Communities
Strategy 7: Clean Energy Innovation Economy

What’s in a Community Energy Plan?
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• Community Profile Data
• Utility Energy Data by Municipality
• NJCEP Data
• More on the way!

Sustainable Jersey Data Center

www.sustainablejersey.com/resources/data-center

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/resources/data-center


Facebook: SustainableJersey  |  Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools  | Insta: sustainable_jersey  |  LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey



Facebook: SustainableJersey  |  Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools  | Insta: sustainable_jersey  |  LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

Workplan Template

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/resources/
publications/energy-guidebooks/#c4479

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/resources/publications/energy-guidebooks/








Sustainable Jersey’s Energy Assistance Outreach action
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Sustainable Energy Communities 
Guide

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/resources/
publications/energy-guidebooks/#c4478

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/resources/publications/energy-guidebooks/
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Appendix: EMP/SJ Actions Crosswalk



http://www.red-wing.org/1022/Climate-Action-Work-Plan

http://www.red-wing.org/1022/Climate-Action-Work-Plan
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Model Community Energy Plan
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• Overburdened Municipalities eligible for assistance on 
o Every piece of application

§ Checklist
§ Budget
§ Resolution

o Community Energy Plan development
§ Workplan Template

o Energy efficiency for municipal facilities
§ Energy tracking and management
§ Assess opportunities for upgrades
§ Efficiency in new construction

Technical Assistance
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Application Requirements

https://njcleanenergy.com/cep

Deadline: March 18, 2022

https://njcleanenergy.com/cep
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• Staff salaries
• Overhead
• Consultants/

contractors
• Supplies and 

other expenses

Preliminary Budget
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CEPG Application Resolution

Note: Resolution must be 
submitted with the 
application, by March 18th
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• All municipalities are eligible*
• Overburdened Municipalities receive additional 

money and direct assistance
• Application at www.njcleanenergy.com/cep

o Deadline March 18, 2022

• Resources from Sustainable Jersey make 
community energy planning easy!

December 2021 Community Energy Plan Grant webinar recording: 
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3156581753427858704

*Except those that have previously received a Community Energy Plan Grant

Summary

http://www.njcleanenergy.com/cep
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3156581753427858704


PLATINUM

SILVER

BRONZE

Grants Program

Corporate Sponsors

GOLD

Program Underwriters

Sustainable Jersey Supporters & Sponsors
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• Sustainable Communities Partnership Program Info Session
o January 18, 2022, 12:00pm to 1:00pm

Upcoming Webinars

www.sustainablejersey.com/
nc/events

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/nc/events
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• Free assistance for a specific project related to advancing a 
complete streets initiative in your community
• Application due Friday, February 11, 2022
• https://www.sustainablejersey.com/grants/free-complete-

streets-technical-assistance-services/

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/grants/free-complete-streets-technical-assistance-services/
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• Fund a project relating to Sustainable Jersey actions
• $2,000, $10,000, $20,000
• Informational webinar recording available on SJ website
• Application due Friday, February 11, 2022
• https://www.sustainablejersey.com/grants/pseg-cycle/

PSE&G Grants

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/grants/pseg-cycle/
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• Points-based national 
certification program

• Solar planning, zoning, 
permitting, and outreach

• SolSmart Silver counts for
Make Your Town Solar Friendly 
Action

Join Sustainable Jersey’s 
SolSmart Cohort today!
To join, send email to: 
info@sustainablejersey.com
For more information:  
www.solsmart.org

Solar Statement to include
• Commitment to SolSmart

certification
• Past solar achievement
• Solar goals
• Commitment to track solar 

metrics in your community

SolSmart

Image www.solsmart.org. 

mailto:info@sustainablejersey.com
http://www.solsmart.org/
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Online Solar Permitting Tool

• Developed by National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (NREL) 

• Free for municipalities
• Automated plan review, code compliance check
• Online fee payment
• Can reduce permitting time by 5-10 days

www.solarapp.nrel.gov/
Image from NREL. solarapp.nrel.gov

http://www.solarapp.nrel.gov/
https://solarapp.nrel.gov/
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Hogan Dwyer
Sustainable Jersey
dwyerh@tcnj.edu

Crystal Pruitt
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities
crystal.pruitt@bpu.nj.gov

Application helpdesk: community.energy@bpu.state.nj.us

Thank You!

mailto:dwyerh@tcnj.edu
mailto:crystal.pruitt@bpu.nj.gov
mailto:community.energy@bpu.state.nj.us



