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• Certification program for municipalities and schools

• Tools, resources, and guidance to help municipalities and schools 
become more sustainable

• Grants and funding for municipalities and schools

• Regional Hubs

What is Sustainable Jersey?
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Program Participants

Municipal Program
• 460 (81%) participating

• 219 Certified

- 155 Bronze

- 64 Silver

Schools Program
• 374 (54%) of school districts 

• 1025 schools participating

• 335 schools certified

- 292 Bronze

- 43 Silver

Municipal Program Schools Program
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Municipal Energy Actions

Energy Efficiency Renewable Energy Alternative Fuel Vehicles

• Energy Efficiency for
Municipal Facilities

• Energy Tracking and
Management

• On-Site Geothermal System
• On-Site Solar System

+10 pt storage/resilience
+  5 pt solar thermal

• On-Site Wind System
• Buy Renewable Energy

• Fleet Inventory
• Purchase Alternative 

Fuel Vehicles
• Meet Green Fleet Targets 

• Energy Assistance  
Outreach

• Commercial Energy
Efficiency Outreach

• Residential Energy 
Efficiency Outreach

• Make Your Town Solar Friendly
• Municipally Supported

Community Solar
• Community-Led Solar

Initiatives
• Renewable Government 

Energy Aggregation (R-GEA)

• Make Your Town Electric
Vehicle (EV) Friendly

• Public EV Chargers 
• Electric Vehicle Outreach

Municipal 
Operations

Community
Energy Use



Facebook: SustainableJersey  |  Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools  | Insta: sustainable_jersey  |  LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

Gold Star in Energy

Community Actions (two from each category)

Energy Efficiency
• Energy Assistance Outreach

• Commercial Energy Efficiency Outreach

• Residential Energy Efficiency Outreach

Renewable Energy

• Make Your Town Solar Friendly

• Municipally Supported Community Solar

• Community-Led Solar Initiatives 

Transportation

• Make Your Town Electric Vehicle Friendly

• Public Electric Vehicle Chargers

• Electric Vehicle Outreach

Municipal Operations

Municipal Buildings
• Energy efficiency

• Operations / equipment

• Green building policy

Municipal Fleet

• Fleet electrification

• Route optimization

• Telematics 

GHG reductions

• 3.6% annually

• 10.8% over 3 years

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/gold-star-standards/
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New Jersey Energy Master Plan

Strategies

1. Reduce Energy Consumption from 
Transportation

2. Accelerate Renewable Energy
3. Maximize Energy Efficiency and 

Conservation
4. Reduce Energy Consumption from  

Buildings
5. Modernize NJ’s Energy System  
6. Support Community Energy Planning 

and Support Participation by Low- and 
Moderate-Income and Environmental 
Justice Communities

7. Expand the Clean Energy Innovation 
Economy



Community Energy Plans
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A tool for prioritizing community initiatives in:

• Energy efficiency
o Commercial, industrial, government

o Residential, multifamily

• Transportation
o Passenger vehicles

o Government and business fleets

o Infrastructure

• Renewable energy
o Zoning and permitting

o Outreach and education

o Renewable Government Energy Aggregation

What is a Community Energy Plan?
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. . . is a process that includes
o municipal decision makers

o community stakeholders

o community education and outreach

. . . helps organize to
o reduce energy use

o curtail greenhouse gas emissions 

o enhance energy resilience

. . . provides a timeline for
o implementation of key initiatives 

o identification of funding sources

Community Energy Planning . . . 



Community Energy Plan 
Grant Program



• Community-level action is essential to meet the Energy Master Plan goal of

100% clean energy by 2050. This program provides communities the

opportunity to align local actions with EMP’s goals.

• The Community Energy Plan Grant (CEPG) Program supports municipal

action on climate change, with specific focus on energy resilience,

renewable energy, and energy efficiency.

• The CEPG Program was redesigned to better prioritize low- and moderate-

income and overburdened communities.

• All New Jersey municipalities are eligible for $10,000, with overburdened

municipalities eligible for larger grants and enhanced support.

Community Energy Plan Grant
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Overburdened Municipalities are eligible for additional 
support:

• Larger grant award of $25,000 for community energy planning

• Outreach to identified Overburdened Municipalities to let them 
know about this grant opportunity

• Technical assistance to develop and submit applications for 
the CEP Grant

• Technical assistance in the creation of the Plan once the grant 
is awarded
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Overburdened Municipalities



48 Overburdened Municipalities have been identified. To 
qualify, a municipality must meet both criteria below:

1. The municipality has over 50% of its population living in an 
Overburdened Community (OBC) Census Block as defined by 
NJDEP pursuant to New Jersey’s Environmental Justice Law, 
N.J.S.A. 13:1D-157. 

2. The municipality meets one or both of the following criteria (either 
A or B):
a) Over 35% of the population is living under 200% of the poverty level according 

to US Census 2019 ACS data.

b) The municipality is categorized as "Distressed" according to NJDCA's based on 
their score using the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs Municipal 
Revitalization Index (MRI) score (a 50 or higher). 
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Overburdened Municipalities Criteria



Municipality County Municipality County

Asbury Park City Monmouth Millville City Cumberland

Atlantic City Atlantic New Brunswick City Middlesex

Bridgeton City Cumberland Newark City Essex

Buena Boro Atlantic North Wildwood City Cape May

Camden City Camden Passaic City Passaic

Cape May Point Boro Cape May Paterson City Passaic

Chesilhurst Boro Camden Paulsboro Boro Gloucester

City of Orange Twp Essex Penns Grove Boro Salem

Clementon Boro Camden Perth Amboy City Middlesex

Commercial Twp Cumberland Phillipsburg Town Warren

East Newark Boro Hudson Plainfield City Union

East Orange City Essex Pleasantville City Atlantic

Egg Harbor City Atlantic Prospect Park Boro Passaic

Elizabeth City Union Salem City Salem

Fairfield Twp Cumberland Seaside Heights Boro Ocean

Flemington Boro Hunterdon Trenton City Mercer

Freehold Boro Monmouth Union City Hudson

Harrison Town Hudson Victory Gardens Boro Morris

Hi-nella Boro Camden Vineland City Cumberland

Irvington Twp Essex West New York Town Hudson

Lakewood Twp Ocean Wildwood City Cape May

Lindenwold Boro Camden Woodbine Boro Cape May

Long Branch City Monmouth Woodlynne Boro Camden

Maurice River Twp Cumberland Wrightstown Boro Burlington
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Overburdened Municipalities
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CEP Grant Application

To apply, municipalities must complete the following:

1. Review the list of high-impact strategies and select areas of 

interest

2. Provide a preliminary program budget

3. Submit a signed and dated municipal resolution documenting the 

governing body’s approval of the application and commitment to 

implement the required community energy plan process must be 

included with the completed application form

4. Must not have been awarded a community energy plan grant 

previously



Once funds are received, grantees must complete the following:

1. Based on the strategies identified in the application, the municipality must 
work to conduct an in-depth analysis of the EMP-based strategies for 
incorporation into its Plan

2. Conduct a public meeting to engage the community in the creation of the 
Plan 

3. Finalize the Plan through formal adoption by the municipal governing body 
and submit a copy of the completed Plan to the Board

4. Reporting requirements for the grant are dependent on the amount 
awarded:  

a) $10,000 grant: submit one expenditure report at the end of the 
eighteen (18) month grant term

b) $25,000 grant: submit both quarterly reports and a final report at the 
end of the eighteen (18) month grant term  
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Grant Requirements
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Application Requirements

https://njcleanenergy.com/cep
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CEPG Application Resolution



Facebook: SustainableJersey  |  Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools  | Insta: sustainable_jersey  |  LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

1. Workplan Template

2. Financial report to BPU

3. Final Community Energy Plan

4. Adopt Plan by municipal resolution

After Receiving the Grant
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Workplan Template

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/resources/
publications/energy-guidebooks/#c4479









Sustainable Jersey’s Energy Assistance Outreach action
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Sustainable Energy Communities 
Guide

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/resources/
publications/energy-guidebooks/#c4478
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Appendix: EMP/SJ Actions Crosswalk
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• Community Profile Data

• Utility Energy Data by Municipality

• NJCEP Data

• More on the way!

Sustainable Jersey Data Center

www.sustainablejersey.com/resources/data-center
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Utility Energy Data by Municipality
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NJCEP Local Gov’t Projects
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Municipal Operations Data

Municipal Buildings

Name Street Address Year Built
Premise

Sq. Ft

Source EUI 

(kBtu/ft2)

Most recent energy 

efficiency upgrades

Community Center 651 Richland Ave 1954 4,253 154.8 NJCEP DI 2017

DPW Building 147 Lenox Rd 1960 10,582 218.1 NJCEP DI 2018

Senior Center 98 Main St 2019 2,500 75.0 NJCEP DI 2017

Municipal Building 1 Gotham Sq 1978 22,000 94.2 NJCEP DI 2017

Department of Parks & 

Recreation 
30 Park Pl 1961 1,856 212.1 N/A

Fire Headquarters 28 Oswald Rd 1965 6,250 196.7 NJCEP DI 2017

Northside Firehouse 100 Northside Ave 1985 3,300 150.5 NJCEP DI 2017
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Public EV Charging Locator Map

https://www.drivegreen.nj.gov/dg-charging.html
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Sample CEP – Red Wing CAWP

http://www.red-wing.org/1022/Climate-Action-Work-Plan



PLATINUM

SILVER

BRONZE

Grants Program

Corporate Sponsors

GOLD

Program Underwriters

Sustainable Jersey Supporters & Sponsors
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• Make Your Town EV Friendly: New Statewide Model EV 
Ordinance, New Sustainable Jersey Actions, New Funding
oDecember 7, 2021, 1:00pm – 2:30pm

• Creating a Community Energy Plan: Resources and 
Technical Assistance
o January 12, 2022, 1:00pm – 2:30pm

• Funding for Transitioning Fleets to EVs
o January 26, 2022, 1:00pm – 2:30pm 

www.sustainablejersey.com/nc/events

Upcoming Energy Events

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/nc/events
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• Fund a project relating to Sustainable Jersey actions

• $2,000, $10,000, $20,000

• Informational webinar Monday, December 13 at 1:00pm -
bit.ly/2022SJPSEGWebinar

• Application due Friday, February 11, 2022

• www.sustainablejersey.com/grants

PSE&G Grants

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/grants
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• Type them into the Questions section

Questions
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Hogan Dwyer

Sustainable Jersey

dwyerh@tcnj.edu

Crystal Pruitt

New Jersey Board of Public Utilities

crystal.pruitt@bpu.nj.gov

Thank You!

mailto:dwyerh@tcnj.edu
mailto:crystal.pruitt@bpu.nj.gov



