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Community Energy Plan Grants Program

❑ Funding program by the New Jersey’s Board of
Public Utilities (NJBPU)

❑ To support all NJ municipalities in developing
community-level energy plans that align with
the strategies in New Jersey’s Energy Master
Plan

❑ Two planning grant award levels:

▪ All New Jersey municipalities – eligible for 

$10,000 grant

▪ Overburdened municipalities – eligible for 

$25,000 grant

❑ Sustainable Jersey, as a partner with the BPU 

Office of Clean Energy Equity, provides 

technical assistance for the program

Screenshot of Sustainable Jersey CEP Resource Sheet
sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Grants_and_Resources/Small_Grants/CEPG/CEPG_Resource_Page.pdf



Agenda Solar 101
Tracey Woods, Sustainable Jersey

Planning Municipal Onsite Solar Projects
Mylena Guimaraes, Sustainable Jersey

Planning Remote Net Metering Projects
Poornima Gupta, Sustainable Jersey

Planning Community Solar Projects
Tracey Woods, Sustainable Jersey

Ordinance for Private Solar
Poornima Gupta, Sustainable Jersey

Planning Solar Outreach Campaigns
Eliza Messinger, Sustainable Jersey

Planning Geothermal Projects
Ryan Dougherty, GeoExchange



Types of Solar

Roof Mount Solar Panels

• Roof condition important 

• Least cost per kilowatt hour 

Perth Amboy Community Solar Project. 2021. 

Image courtesy of New Jersey Board of Public Utilities.

NREL. 2018. Floating Solar. Photo by Dennis Schroeder. 

53994

NREL. Photo by Dennis Schroeder

Floating Solar

• Solar arrays floating on a 

body of water

• Water treatment centers, 

man-made waterbodies

Ground Mount Solar Panels 

• Brownfields, landfill sites 

• Moderate cost per kilowatt 

hour

Canopy Mount Solar Panels 

• Panels suspended over 

parking lots or other uses of 

the ground space 

• Highest cost per kilowatt hour 

Solar Parking Canopy at The College of New Jersey



Saving with Solar 
       Net-Metering

Net-Metered Billing 

• kWh produced by panels deducted from

electric bill

• Extra production during high-production

months is applied to other months

How net-metering increases savings

• Billed cost of kWh to electric customer 

• Amount paid by utility outside of net-metering 

• Solar owners benefit more from reducing electric bill than from receiving payment for solar 

generation

New Jersey’s Clean Energy Program Net-Metering Page. 

https://www.njcleanenergy.com/renewable-energy/programs/net-metering-and-interconnection

* SEIA. https://www.eia.gov/electricity/data/browser/

PSE&G Net-metering example bill. 

https://www.njcleanenergy.com/renewable-energy/programs/net-metering-and-interconnection


Saving with Solar 
       Solar Renewable Energy Credits (SRECs)

Successor Solar Program - SREC II 

Administratively Determined Incentive 

(ADI) Program 

• Project owner is issued 1 SREC for 

every 1000 kWh generated

• Set SREC price – no longer market 

driven 

• Credits received for 15 years

New Jersey’s Clean Energy Program SuSI Page. 

https://www.njcleanenergy.com/files/file/TI%20Program/FY22/8A%20ORDER%20Successor%20Solar%20Incentive.pdf

NJ SREC pricing. Flett Exchange



Purchasing Models

• Property owner pays for equipment and installation

• Property owner receives net-metering/bill credits and SRECs

• Property owner receives tax credits

• Property owner leases roof to solar developer

• No cost to property owner for installation

• Property owner gets reduction in kWh rate on electric bill

• Solar developer receives SRECs and tax credits

• Solar developer provides loan for cost of equipment and installation

• Property owner receives net-metering/bill credits and SRECs

Direct Purchase

Power Purchase 

Agreement

Purchase with Loan 



Saving with Solar 
       Incentives and Tax Credits

Additional Incentives 

NJBPU. Solar 4 All (coming)

NJBPU. Community Energy Planning Implementation Grant

NJEDA. Clean Energy Loans Program (not for Local Governments)

New Jersey Green Bank (not for Local Governments)

Tax Credits

Investment tax credit – 30% of eligible cost and up

Available to local governments and non-profits via the Direct Pay program

SEIA. ITC Tax Credit. https://seia.org/solar-investment-tax-credit/



Install On-Site Municipal Renewable Generation



Solar Energy Options

Remote Net Metering Community Solar

Image: E&E NewsImage: DOEImage: CRCOG

Onsite Solar

https://www.eenews.net/articles/california-adopts-program-that-could-hinder-community-solar/
https://www.energy.gov/femp/metering-federal-solar-pv-systems-remote-locations-options-remote-site-network-connections
https://www.crcog.net/index.asp?SEC=49569A43-8084-4E5C-9BC8-D61C2FBE53B2


Solar Energy Options

Onsite Solar Remote Net Metering Community Solar

Image: E&E NewsImage: DOEImage: CRCOG

https://www.eenews.net/articles/california-adopts-program-that-could-hinder-community-solar/
https://www.energy.gov/femp/metering-federal-solar-pv-systems-remote-locations-options-remote-site-network-connections
https://www.crcog.net/index.asp?SEC=49569A43-8084-4E5C-9BC8-D61C2FBE53B2


Best Practices

https://www.sustainablejersey.com
/actions/#open/action/108

1. Project Start-up

2. Site Identification

3. Selecting an Ownership Model

4. Deciding on Resiliency Features

5. Soliciting Bids and Selecting a Vendor

6. Construction and Commissioning

7. Energy Tracking and Maintenance

8. Outreach and Education (optional)

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/108
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/108


1. Project Start-up

2. Site Identification

3. Selecting an Ownership Model

4. Deciding on Resiliency Features
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https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/108
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/108


Solar Available Capacity

The dots represent the 
estimated accommodation 

limit for that location:  
֍ <100 kW AC; ֍ 100 to 

1000 kW AC; ֍ >1000 kW AC

Accessing Maps by Territory:

Atlantic City Electric 

Jersey Central Power and Light (JCP&L)

Orange and Rockland Electric   

Public Service Electric and Gas (PSE&G)

Best Practices

1. Project Start-up

2. Site Identification

3. Selecting an Ownership Model

4. Deciding on Resiliency Features

5. Soliciting Bids and Selecting a Vendor

6. Construction and Commissioning

7. Energy Tracking and Maintenance

8. Outreach and Education (optional)

https://www.atlanticcityelectric.com/smart-energy/my-green-power-connection/developers-contractors/technical-consideration/hosting-capacity-map
https://www.firstenergycorp.com/feconnect/newjersey.html
https://www.oru.com/en/business-partners/hosting-capacity
https://nj.pseg.com/saveenergyandmoney/solarandrenewableenergy/solarpowersustanibility


Direct Purchase

Power Purchase 
Agreement

Purchase with 
Loan

Purchasing Models

1

2

3

Best Practices

1. Project Start-up

2. Site Identification

3. Selecting an Ownership Model

4. Deciding on Resiliency Features

5. Soliciting Bids and Selecting a Vendor

6. Construction and Commissioning

7. Energy Tracking and Maintenance

8. Outreach and Education (optional)



Image: DOE

Best Practices

1. Project Start-up

2. Site Identification

3. Selecting an Ownership Model

4. Deciding on Resiliency Features

5. Soliciting Bids and Selecting a Vendor

6. Construction and Commissioning

7. Energy Tracking and Maintenance

8. Outreach and Education (optional)

mailto:https://www.energy.gov/eere/articles/road-resilience-rooftop-solar


American Cities Climate Challenge

Best Practices

1. Project Start-up

2. Site Identification

3. Selecting an Ownership Model

4. Deciding on Resiliency Features

5. Soliciting Bids and Selecting a Vendor

6. Construction and Commissioning

7. Energy Tracking and Maintenance

8. Outreach and Education (optional)

mailto:https://cityrenewables.org/tools-resources/


Image: DOE

Best Practices

1. Project Start-up

2. Site Identification

3. Selecting an Ownership Model

4. Deciding on Resiliency Features

5. Soliciting Bids and Selecting a Vendor

6. Construction and Commissioning

7. Energy Tracking and Maintenance

8. Outreach and Education (optional)

mailto:https://www.energy.gov/eere/solar/photos/solar-farmers-photo-gallery


ENERGY STAR PortfolioManager

Best Practices

1. Project Start-up

2. Site Identification

3. Selecting an Ownership Model

4. Deciding on Resiliency Features

5. Soliciting Bids and Selecting a Vendor

6. Construction and Commissioning

7. Energy Tracking and Maintenance

8. Outreach and Education (optional)

mailto:https://portfoliomanager.energystar.gov/pm/login;jsessionid=2A75495F37D095067C476F3B0501DF6E%23energy


1. Project Start-up

2. Site Identification

3. Selecting an Ownership Model

4. Deciding on Resiliency Features

5. Soliciting Bids and Selecting a Vendor

6. Construction and Commissioning

7. Energy Tracking and Maintenance

8. Outreach and Education (optional)
Image: Green.org

Best Practices

mailto:https://green.org/2024/01/30/solar-energy-educational-outreach-programs/


Further Research

1 2 3

Solar Feasibility study 
as part of CEPG

Apply for Sustainable 
Jersey Small Grants 
for solar feasibility 

study

Apply for LGEA, which 
includes a solar 
feasibility study



About Remote Net Metering

• For local governments only

• Allows local government to place 

solar panels at one site but 

receive credits on the utility bill for 

another site owned by local 

government

• Site of the panels and the site 

receiving the billing credit must be 

in the same electric utility territory

Host site generates solar electricity

Credits shared with 

other sites

Top. Municipal facility that can host the solar 

panels but has limited energy usage

Bottom 1. 2. Other government sites, having high energy usage but unsuitable to host the solar 

panels, can receive credits from the excess generation at the host site.

Note: All images sourced from Google Images and used for representational purposes only.

https://images.app.goo.gl/Hu3DaXEdzNzAdxmU8
https://images.app.goo.gl/ZWsxpEKJnqcaoGqP8
https://www.morristownha.org/about-mha/pages/town-morristown


Remote Net Metering Application

Image source: NREL. Solar Research 

NJCEP. Remote Net Metered Solar Facilities webpage

NJCEP. Remote Net Metering Training  Feb 6, 2025; 2:00 to 3:00 pm Register 

• Minimum project size – no minimum

• Maximum project size – up to 5 MW

• Incentive – SREC-II valued at $90/MWh

• Energy Year 2025 Capacity Block – 50 MW per year

• Registration – first-come, first-served basis

• Application – coming soon

• Project deadline – 18 months

– Except projects located on contaminated site or 

landfill : 24 months

https://images.app.goo.gl/AYi86rodvsnuqqeE8
https://njcleanenergy.com/renewable-energy/programs/susi-program/remote-net-metered-solar-facilities
https://njcleanenergy.com/files/file/ADI/FY25/Remote%20Net%20Metering%20Training%20Announcement.pdf


What is Community Solar?

Large solar installation 
with multiple subscribers 

• Provides benefits of solar 
to those who are not able 
to install solar 
(renter, shade, cost)

• Each subscriber receives 
billing credits for section of 
larger solar array

The image above demonstrates how solar generation from a large solar array can be shared 

between multiple electrical accounts.

Original Image: NJBPU. 2021. Perth Amboy Community Solar Project;

overlaid with example subscriber types.



Steps to Join a Community Solar Project

STEP 1 Enroll in a Community 

Solar Project

• Potential subscriber selects a 

community solar project

STEP 2 Receive the savings on 

your electric bill

• The subscription fee is typically a set 

percentage of the credit

Note: Projects created during pilot 

phase of New Jersey Community 

Solar have 12 months to convert to 

consolidated billing
Example electric bill showing community solar bill credit with consolidated billing



CS Project Finder

New Jersey Community Solar 

Project Finder includes:

• Overview of New Jersey 

Community Solar Program

• Database of project accepting 

subscribers

• Community solar FAQs

SustainableJersey.com/communitysolar

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/communitysolar


LMI Automatic Enrollment

Coming in 2025

• Projects owned by a municipality or county, or which 

have a municipality or county as their subscriber 

organization would be able to automatically enroll 

residents.

• Public entity may select residents to enroll, and 80% of 

the capacity must be LMI.

• Residents must have the opportunity to opt-out of 

subscribing.

• Consolidated billing is a prerequisite to automatic 

enrollment.

Linden Hawk Rise Solar, Linden – Navisun

Tri-County Landfill Solar Farm, Delanco – Soltage/AC Power



Community Solar Resources

• Sustainable Jersey 
Community Solar How-To Guide

• Sustainable Jersey Certification 
Program action- Municipally 
Supported Community Solar 

• Sustainable Princeton 

o Community Solar Factsheet

o Subscriber Tip Sheet

All resources can be found at sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/
Actions and_Certification/Actions/Energy/Community Solar_Resources.pdf

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Energy/Community_Solar_Resources.pdf
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Energy/Community_Solar_Resources.pdf


Adopt Supportive Zoning and Permitting for 
Private Solar



Make Your Town Solar Friendly

Make Your 
Town 
Solar 

Friendly

Adopt Supportive 
Solar Zoning 
Ordinance

Amend Permitting Fee 
Ordinance with clear 
and favorable fees

Streamline Solar 
Permitting Process and 
inspections

Adopt Supportive Zoning and 
Permitting for Private Solar

Image source: NJDEP. Clean Energy. Solar

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/559
https://dep.nj.gov/cleanenergy/technologies/solar/


Adopt Supportive Zoning and Permitting for 
Private Solar
Make Your Town Solar Friendly:

How to earn points Option A (15 points)

Zoning focused:

- Adopt a supportive solar 
zoning ordinance; 

AND 

-  Amend permitting fee 
ordinance

Option B (15 points)

Permitting and inspections 
focused: 

- Post permit requirements online;

 AND 

- Implement at least TWO additional 
activities – 

-- Train First Responders 

-- Implement Expedited Permit 
Process

-- Offer Narrow Inspection 
Appointment Window

-- Expedite or Eliminate Zoning 
Permit Requirement

-- Amend Permitting Fees Ordinance

Submitting 
both options 
actions can 
earn a total 
of 30 points



Spotlight: Ordinance Supporting Solar Energy 
Systems. Township of Downe, Cumberland County

Adopt Supportive Zoning and Permitting for Solar

Developing a Supportive Solar 

Ordinance

• Step 1: Create an Ordinance Team 

• Step 2: Solar 101

• Step 3: Check compatibility with Municipal 

Master Plan

• Step 4: Determine the scope and location for the 

solar ordinance

• Step 5: Craft the Ordinance

Sustainable Jersey Guidance for Solar 

Friendly Ordinances

• Step 6: Obtain approval from the Governing 

Council

• Step 7: Create community awareness

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Make_Your_Town_Solar_Friendly/Guidance_for_Creating_a_Solar_Friendly_Ordinance_V.1_April_2017.pdf
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Make_Your_Town_Solar_Friendly/Guidance_for_Creating_a_Solar_Friendly_Ordinance_V.1_April_2017.pdf


Adopt Supportive Zoning and Permitting for Solar

Historic Preservation
– Work with the Historic Preservation 

Commission on solar PV restrictions in 

historic districts.

– Clearly define guidelines, restrictions, and 

review processes in the ordinance.

– Provide design recommendations for 

solar installations on historic properties.

– Balance historic preservation with support 

for solar adoption.

Design guidelines for 
installing solar on 
historic properties: 

Implementing Solar PV 
Projects on Historic 
Buildings and in Historic 
Districts. National 
Renewable Energy 
Laboratory

Installing Solar Panels 
on Historic Buildings. 
North Carolina Solar 
Center 

Solar Panels on Historic 
Properties. National 
Park Service 

Gothic Revival House, Vermont: The historic house from the front retains its historic character 

(left). The solar collectors were installed on the sloped roof over a new access ramp at the rear of 

the property and are not visible from the street (right). Source: Solar Panel on Historic 

Properties. National Park Services

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Make_Your_Town_Solar_Friendly/NREL_2011._Solar_PV_on_Historic_Buildings_51297.pdf
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Make_Your_Town_Solar_Friendly/NREL_2011._Solar_PV_on_Historic_Buildings_51297.pdf
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Make_Your_Town_Solar_Friendly/NREL_2011._Solar_PV_on_Historic_Buildings_51297.pdf
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Make_Your_Town_Solar_Friendly/NREL_2011._Solar_PV_on_Historic_Buildings_51297.pdf
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Make_Your_Town_Solar_Friendly/NREL_2011._Solar_PV_on_Historic_Buildings_51297.pdf
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Make_Your_Town_Solar_Friendly/NREL_2011._Solar_PV_on_Historic_Buildings_51297.pdf
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Make_Your_Town_Solar_Friendly/NCSU._2012._Installing_Solar_Panels_on_Historic_Buildings.pdf
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Make_Your_Town_Solar_Friendly/NCSU._2012._Installing_Solar_Panels_on_Historic_Buildings.pdf
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Make_Your_Town_Solar_Friendly/NCSU._2012._Installing_Solar_Panels_on_Historic_Buildings.pdf
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Make_Your_Town_Solar_Friendly/NCSU._2012._Installing_Solar_Panels_on_Historic_Buildings.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/solar-panels-on-historic-properties.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/solar-panels-on-historic-properties.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/solar-panels-on-historic-properties.htm
http://www.nps.gov/articles/000/solar-panels-on-historic-properties-rear-porch-roof.htm
http://www.nps.gov/articles/000/solar-panels-on-historic-properties-rear-porch-roof.htm


Adopt Supportive Zoning and Permitting for 
Private Solar

Complementary Recognition with SolSmart

SolSmart

Municipalities 
automatically 
qualify for 15 

points for “Make 
Your Town Solar 
Friendly” action if 
they have a Silver 
designation in the 
U.S. Department of 
Energy’s SolSmart 

National 
Designation 

program.

Implementing the 
‘Make Your Town 

Solar Friendly 
Action” may qualify 
a municipality for 
certification in the 

U.S. Department of 
Energy’s SolSmart 

National 
Designation 

program.

Online Solar Permitting Tool 

• Developed by National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (NREL) 

• Free for municipalities

• Automated plan review, code compliance 
check

• Online fee payment

• Can reduce permitting time by 5-10 days

For more information check out the 
solarapp.nrel.gov/

https://solsmart.org/
https://solsmart.org/


Overcoming Barriers to Solar 
Adoption

Barriers: 

• Time

• Technological Difficulty

• Feelings of Risk - scams

• Finances

Benefits to Municipal Leadership: 

• Increase “energy literacy” of community

• Band together for better deals

• Ensure quality 

• Social Acceptance

• Helps low-income people access solar



Solar Outreach Action

10 Points:

Community-Led Solar Purchasing Program Examples

• Solarize Campaign for Residents

• Solarize Program for Business

• Online Solar Marketplace

• Employee Benefit Program

• CEPG Initiative 2.7

5 Additional Points:

• Activities to Promote Solar

• Municipal Incentives for Solar



Creating a Solar Landing Page

Items to Include: 

• About Solar Energy

• Zoning

• Permitting

• Inspection

• Owning your own system

• Community-owned options

• Financing

• Municipality’s solar systems

• Solar Checklist

Examples: 

• Sustainable Princeton

• Renewable Energy Options

• Solar for Homes

• La Cresent, MN: Solar Landing Page

https://www.sustainableprinceton.org/your-home/renewable-energy-options/
https://www.sustainableprinceton.org/your-home/solar-installations/
https://www.cityoflacrescent-mn.gov/la-crescent-solar-pv/


What is a Solarize Campaign?

• A solar purchasing program where a group 

of customers jointly purchase solar arrays 

from the same vendor

• As more customers join the project the price 

per panel drops for all the participants

• Used nation-wide

What are the Benefits? 

• Ensures quality

• Cost effective and more efficient

• Good for low and moderate income residents

Example of a campaign website: Solar CrowdSource website for 12 communities in North Carolina

https://www.solarcrowdsource.com/campaign/solarize-the-triangle-23/#residential-campaigns


Planning Steps for a Solarize Program

From the Vital Communities Solar Toolkit

Resources: 

• Solarize Model Guide

• NY Solarize Guide 

• Month-by-Month 

Campaign Guide

Case Studies:

• Huntington, NY

• Brooklyn, NY

• Municipality selects solar vendor via competitive process 

• Outreach campaign is implemented

• Sign up period is opened for a set timeframe 

• Early program participants become ambassadors for the program because

more participants = lower price for all participants

https://vitalcommunities.org/solarize-toolkit/?doing_wp_cron=1738164679.5741350650787353515625
https://cityrenewables.org/solarize/
file:///C:/Users/messinge/Downloads/solarize-guidebook.pdf
https://vitalcommunities.org/solarize-toolkit/?doing_wp_cron=1738164679.5741350650787353515625#month-by-month
https://vitalcommunities.org/solarize-toolkit/?doing_wp_cron=1738164679.5741350650787353515625#month-by-month


Solar Marketplace

Site where residents can 

get price quotes from 

vendors

• Drives decision-making

• Add this resource to 

solar landing page

Maplewood’s Solar 

Marketplace page

Maplewood’s Solar Marketplace page
Maplewood’s Solar Marketplace page


Initiatives 2.10 & 2.11
Community Solar Outreach



Planning a Community 
Solar Outreach Campaign

Types of Community Solar Outreach Campaigns

• Outreach and Education Campaign

o Ideal for municipalities that want to remain vendor 

neutral

o Feature Tool: New Jersey Community Solar Project 

Finder

• Project(s) featured in outreach campaign

o Often subscriber organizations project will provide 

assistance with outreach program costs, like mailing

• Project Ambassador 

o Local leader reaches out to potential site owners 

about community solar options

The image above demonstrates how solar generation from a 

large solar array can be shared between multiple electrical 

accounts.
Original Image: NJBPU. 2021. Perth Amboy Community Solar Project; 

overlaid with example subscriber type

https://lookerstudio.google.com/embed/reporting/e61544cd-a71b-4121-8263-b958c4843d67/page/L3soC
https://lookerstudio.google.com/embed/reporting/e61544cd-a71b-4121-8263-b958c4843d67/page/L3soC


Solar Outreach

• Communication Channels: 

• Newsletters

• Social media

• Partnering with trusted 

community messengers

Glen Rock Community Solar Article

• Events

• Targeted outreach

✓ Homeowners

✓ Apartment Buildings

✓ Businesses

https://glenrocknj.net/government/news/503-community-solar-comes-to-glen-rock


Ground Source Heat 
Pumps:

Ryan Dougherty, GeoExchange

A Pathway to Municipal Decarbonization in New Jersey



Geothermal (ground source) heat pumps (GHPs)

• GHPs use buried loops of pipe filled with water and non-toxic antifreeze

• These pipes transfer heat to/from the ground 

– The stable temperature of the earth makes GHPs the most efficient 
heating and cooling system available

• GHPs can result in significant utility bill savings

• GHPs can work anywhere

• While older buildings may require retrofits to enable GHP installations, 
GHPs provide benefits to both new and existing buildings alike

Source: Pathways to Commercial Liftoff: 

Geothermal Heating and Cooling, U.S. Department 

of Energy



Significant Incentives Available

• Federal tax credit: 30% of project cost 

– +10% for domestic content

– +10% in “energy communities”

– Must meet prevailing wage and apprenticeship requirements for full credit

• Federal tax deduction (section 179D): $5.36/ sqft

– Available to developer/architect

• Utility programs:

– Replacing electric heating: Up to $500 per ton

– Replacing gas/oil: Up to $6,500 per ton

– New construction: Up to $2.50 / sqft, plus GHG reduction bonuses



Geothermal Resources

• Select Examples:
– School Districts: Neptune Township Schools, Ocean Township School Greenhouse
– Universities: Rutgers, Stockton, Princeton
– Municipal: South Orange Village, Parsippany-Troy Hills Township

• Trends: Networked Geothermal Systems
– PSE&G and New Jersey Natural Gas both exploring networked geothermal systems
– Many university and campus installations

• Resources:
– NJ DEP Geothermal Baseline Report
– U.S. DOE Pathways to Commercial Liftoff Report

https://www.neptuneschools.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=359245&type=d
https://www.co.monmouth.nj.us/documents/24/Monmouth_County_Environmental_Newsletter_Winter2021.pdf
https://concord-engineering.com/pdf/Rutgers%20Business%20School%20Geothermal.pdf
https://www.nj.com/business/2012/03/what_powers_stockton_college_t.html
https://sustain.princeton.edu/posts/2024/geo-exchange
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/news/social-media/news-single-view/?tx_news_pi1%5Bnews%5D=156&tx_news_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pi1%5Baction%5D=detail&cHash=b8c7e340fadf76467a504188469c22cb
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/news/social-media/news-single-view/?tx_news_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pi1%5Baction%5D=detail&tx_news_pi1%5Bnews%5D=407&cHash=ef767999b3b2409c7a3fce339b6df8d6
https://dep.nj.gov/wp-content/uploads/cleanenergy/new-jersey-ground-source-heat-pump-baseline-report_final.pdf
https://liftoff.energy.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/LIFTOFF_DOE_Geothermal_HC-1.pdf


Questions?



IG: Sustainabl_Jersey | X: @SJ_Program and @SJ_Schools | FB: @SustainableJersey | LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

• 2/7/2025: How to Get your CEPG Grant 

• 2/19/2025: Unveiling the Sustainable Jersey Purchasing 

Resource Center for Schools and Municipalities 

• 4/2/2025: Bringing the Benefits of Direct Pay (Elective Pay) 

Program to New Jersey’s Local Governments and Tax-Exempt 

Entities 

Upcoming CEPG Events

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2287466216815020123
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4361227609066637654
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4361227609066637654
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7256122978590567006
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7256122978590567006
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7256122978590567006




IG: Sustainable_Jersey | X: @SJ_Program and @SJ_Schools | FB: @SustainableJersey | LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

Sustainable Jersey Underwriters and Sponsors



Thank You
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