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Program
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The Safe Routes to School program is a federal, state, and local effort that creates safer and more appealing conditions for walking, bicycling, and using other wheeled active transportation devices as a healthy part of everyday life. 



About Safe Routes to School 

• Where it’s safe, get youth including 
those with disabilities walking, 
bicycling, & rolling

• Where it’s not safe, make it safe
• Encourage students to walk, bike, & 

roll to school fostering a healthy, 
active lifestyle at an early age

• Expand the program to high school 
students 

“Where it’s not safe, make it safe”
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	The overarching program goal is where it’s safe, get youth, including those with disabilities, to walk, bicycle, and roll, and where it’s not safe, make it safe. The program aims to foster healthy and active lifestyles from an early age by facilitating the planning, development, and implementation of projects that improve safety for children and youth across all backgrounds and neighborhoods. This program recognizes that a lifetime of being active begins on the way to school.




Three Pillars of the NJ SRTS Program  

The Three Pillars of New Jersey Safe Routes to School Program

NJ Safe Routes 
Resource Center
Rutgers University

8 Transportation 
Management 

Associations in NJ

NJ Department of 
Transportation
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Now let’s take a closer look at how Safe Routes to School works in New Jersey. The program is built around three key pillars that help shape safer, healthier communities.



The Three Pillars of New Jersey Safe Routes to School Program

NJ Department of 
Transportation
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The New Jersey Department of Transportation oversees New Jersey’s Safe Routes to School program, ensuring alignment with state transportation goals. NJDOT is responsible for planning and coordinating federal and state transportation projects and funds the TMA Safe Routes to School regional coordinators and the Safe Routes to School Resource Center. NJDOT offers many excellent resources for communities, but also prioritizes safety in school zones directly on state roads.



NJDOT SRTS Infrastructure Funding

What SRTS projects are eligible?

• Facilitate walking and/or bicycling to school 

• Must be within 2 miles of a K-12 school 

• Infrastructure projects only 

• Within the public right-of-way and may include projects on 

private land that have public access easements 
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The New Jersey Department of Transportation provides federal funding to schools and communities to improve walking and bicycling conditions through the Safe Routes to School Infrastructure Grant Program. NJDOT solicits grant applications for infrastructure funding in partnership with the State’s three Metropolitan Planning Organizations. Grant solicitations are typically available every two years. Infrastructure projects include the planning, design, and construction or installation of sidewalks, crosswalks, signals, traffic-calming, and bicycle facilities. Grants are set to open August 17th. �
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As I mentioned earlier, NJDOT also funds the work of the two other pillars of Safe Routes to School in New Jersey, the NJDOT Safe Routes Resource Center where I work and Safe Routes to School Regional Coordinators at the states 8 Transportation Management Associations



NJDOT Safe Routes to School Resource Center

1. Educate about safe walking & bicycling

2. Encourage implementation of safe, 
accessible infrastructure

3. Develop & disseminate research and best 
practices

Strengthening Safe Routes to School 
through knowledge
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The NJ Safe Routes to School Resource Center helps develop policies and procedures that support Safe Routes to School, and we provide education and outreach to Regional Coordinators and local champions, people who want to make a difference in their communities. Our goal is to make sure everyone has the tools and knowledge needed to start or strengthen a Safe Routes to School program.



NJDOT Safe Routes to School Resource Center

• Find your TMA SRTS Coordinator

• Grant Information

• Safety Lesson Plans

• How-To & Case Study Videos

• Crossing Guard Resources

• Design Guides

• Policy Documents

• Research Studies

• Help Desk

Help Desk at SafeRoutesNJ.org
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Among the resources the NJ Safe Routes to School Resource Center provides includes: 
Finding your TMA SRTS Coordinator
Grant Information
Safety Lesson Plans
How-To & Case Study Videos
Crossing Guard Resources
Design Guides
Policy Documents
Research Studies
and a Help Desk




Safe Routes to School Program Recognition 

Recognition Program

The deadline to apply is January 31 each year

• Safe Routes to School
• Complete and Green 

Streets for All
• Bicycle and/or Pedestrian 

Audit
• Bicycle and/or Pedestrian 

Plan
• Bicycle and/or Pedestrian 

Improvements 

• Safe Routes to School 
District Policy

• Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Safety & Promotion

• School Travel Plan for 
Walking and Bicycling
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The New Jersey Safe Routes Resource Center also recognizes the hard work of schools and municipalities that are committed to making it safer for students to walk and bike. That’s done through the Safe Routes to School Recognition Program, a statewide program that celebrates those who are building healthier, safer communities. There are four recognition levels: First Step, Bronze, Silver, and Gold. Each level includes different activities that show your school or town is taking real action to support student safety and health. The deadline to apply is January 31 each year. 

This program also connects with Sustainable Jersey. For example, if your school or town earns the Silver-level SRTS recognition, you’ll automatically get points toward the Safe Routes to School action in Sustainable Jersey or Sustainable Jersey for Schools. If you’re not familiar with Sustainable Jersey, it’s a great resource for your community. Visit sustainablejersey.com and explore their many programs and actions. The staff at the Safe Routes Resource Center helps review all the bicycle and pedestrian-related actions in both Sustainable Jersey and Sustainable Jersey for Schools. 




NJ Bicycle & Pedestrian Resource Center
• Complete Streets Policies in NJ

• Complete Streets Technical Assistance

• Laws & Guidance

• Micromobility (e-bikes, e-scooters)

• Research Studies

• Help Desk

• NJDOT Complete Streets Summit

• NJDOT Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Council

Help Desk at NJbikeped.org
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Among the resources and assistance the NJ Bicycle & Pedestrian Resource Center provides are support with: 
Complete Streets Policy adoption in NJ
Complete Streets Technical Assistance
Laws & Guidance
Micromobility best practices
Research Studies
and a Help Desk
In addition, the BPRC supports the NJ Department of Transportation by hosting the NJ Complete Streets Summit and the NJ Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Council.
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Now let’s take a closer look at how Safe Routes to School works in New Jersey. The program is built around three key pillars that help shape safer, healthier communities.



TMA Regional SRTS Coordinators

Visit saferoutesnj.org/find-your-srts-regional-coordinator
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Together, the eight TMAs cover every part of the state. So, no matter where you live in New Jersey, there’s a local Safe Routes to School coordinator ready to help bring Safe Routes to School to your neighborhood. It’s easy to find your Transportation Management Association Safe Routes to School coordinator. If you’re not sure which TMA serves your community, you can easily find out by visiting saferoutesnj.org/find-your-srts-regional-coordinator. 




TMA Regional SRTS Coordinators
• Walk and Bike to School Events
• Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety 

Education
• Walk and Bike Assessments
• Student Contests
• NJ SRTS Recognition Program
• Supportive Policies for Schools and 

Complete Streets
• Sustainable Jersey 
• School Travel Plans

Free Assistance from NJ TMAs
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Safe Routes to School Regional Coordinators offer free assistance with:
Walk and bike to school events.
Bicycle and pedestrian safety education.
School travel plans.
Walk and bike audits around schools.
Safe Routes to School Recognition Award Program applications.
Supportive policies for walking, bicycling, and Complete Streets.
Help with Sustainable Jersey points.
and other innovative programs and projects to support safer walking, bicycling, and rolling.



Contact:
NJDOT Safe Routes Resource Center
saferoutesnj.org
NJ Crossing Guard Resource Center
njcrossingguards.org

Telephone: (848) 932-7901
Email: srts@ejb.rutgers.edu

Contact:
NJDOT Bicycle & Pedestrian Resource Center
njbikeped.org

Telephone: (848) 932-3714
Email: bikeped@ejb.rutgers.edu

Thank You!
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Another key partner in this work is NJDOT’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Resource Center, also known as the BPRC. It is a sister center to the Safe Routes to School Resource Center and is also funded by the New Jersey Department of Transportation. The BPRC provides support to public officials, transportation and health professionals, and community members in creating safer, more accessible environments for walking, bicycling, and using low-speed micromobility devices such as e-scooters and e-bikes. Both centers work together to advance efforts that make active transportation safer and more practical throughout New Jersey.
.
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