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We Did it!  Celebrating Our Success

- Local Action Drives Statewide Change
- 60+ municipalities ordinances
- Grassroots advocacy 

- Collaboration with environmental nonprofits
- Strong government support
- Effective social media / tabling events



Lets Leverage this Winning Model!

- Construction Containment Act
- Artificial Turf 
- Balloon Releases   and more



Skip the Stuff Law
“Accessories Upon 
Request “
S3195/A5157

Each year, more than 40 billion throwaway plastic 
utensils are handed out in the U.S. 
WIN Business – Save inventory & labor costs
WIN Customer – Save trash costs & clutter
WIN Municipality – Reduce litter & save trash costs 



Municipal Engagement Key 

60+ towns passed ordinances or resolutions 
(2023-2025)
Grassroots lobbying in Trenton Senate & 
Assembly Committees; signed into law by 
Governor Murphy on January 20, 2026 

Red Bank case study demonstrated significant 
financial/waste savings



Skip the Stuff - Opt-in for 
Delivery/Takeout 

Makes the following single-use accessories opt-in vs. 
automatically provided for delivery  & takeout ONLY

- Utensils - forks, knives, spoons, chopsticks
- Napkins
- Condiments - sauces, sweeteners, seasonings, 

spices 
- Applies to meal orders placed in person, over the 

phone or online



Skip the Stuff - Dine In

Reusable utensils required for full service 
restaurants with seating capacity for 10 or 
more with wait staff



Additional  Law Info

- Effective August 1, 2026
- 180 day education campaign 
- Law preempts existing ordinances 
- Noncompliance - Warning, $100 fine, $250 
- Enforcement County Environmental Health Officers/

- Local health officers / BOH can provide support
- Food courts have a 2 year exemption 
- Law only applicable to food service businesses 



Key Provisions
Store signage
Employee instructions 
Tip Cards

Advocates  Educational Materials available

NJ Clean Communities funds can be used 

IT'S TIME TO EDUCATE!!!





Educational Materials Available 



STS - Amplify Message to Government 
& Businesses

- Update your town council
- Key Provisions / FAQs

- Educate your eating establishments/ Chamber 
of Commerce/ Downtown Business Districts 
- Restaurant Signage 
- FAQs

- Post implementation Survey - is the law 
working??



STS - Amplify Message to Residents

- Sample articles / Op-Eds 
- Social Media
- Host a free “Plastic Detox” screening
- Tabling Events for Plastics Free July 
- Social Media
- TIP Cards



STS:  Model Best Practices

● Refuse single-use items at your local 
restaurants and tell friends to the same

● Educate restaurant owners,friends and family 
members why SUPs are problematic

● Bring your reusables containers (for leftovers)
● Host Zero Waste Events 



Questions?  Visit us at Tables 44 
beyondplasticsnj@gmail.com
nchecko@anjec.org

Instagram: @BEYONDPLASTICSNJ

@ANJECPOSTS 

Cleanwater.org/skip-stuff-toolkit



The New Jersey 
Invasive Species 
Management Act

Presented by Michael Van Clef, PhD, 
Strike Team Program Director



STEWARDSHIP = Mitigation of human impacts on natural systems

We work to protect natural lands, with their full abundance and diversity of 
native plants and animals, from future damage through coordinated 

strategic invasive species management.  Active mapping, data analysis, 
engaging in community outreach and training, and practicing early detection 

and rapid response (ED/RR) to new threats; we are the only entity solely 
dedicated to protecting rare species and special places from invasive species 

throughout New Jersey.

Our Mission



A very long road…but we have no time to dwell
Early Stuff
• 1900’s - 1940’s - Several western states act (rangeland weeds) and Hawaii’s laws
• 1950’s - Only notable invasive in NJ is Japanese Honeysuckle
• 1958 - Charles Elton writes “The Ecology of Invasion by Plants and Animals”
• 1960’s - Federal government distributes millions of Multiflora Rose and Autumn Olive
• 1970’s through 1990’s - Academia studies invasion ecology and impacts
Near the Millenium
• 1998 - Wilcove et al. say invasive species second only to habitat destruction for biodiversity
• 1999 - Australia enacts national invasive species legislation
• 1999 - President Clinton establishes National Invasive Species Council
• 2001 - St. Louis Declaration on Invasive Species - academia, nursery industry, landscape architects, botanic gardens, etc. make 

pledges
• 2002 - Environmental Law Institute’s “Halting the Invasion” to stimulate new laws
• 2004 - Connecticut passes legislation, more northeastern states follow over next decade+. [[By 2023, only NJ and RI have not acted in the

northeast and nearly all states across the nation have at least some legislation.]]
New Jersey
• 2004 - Governor McGreevy signs Executive Order #97 establishes NJ Invasive Species Council charging with preparing a 

statewide plan (initiated in 2005)
• 2008 - Friends of Hopewell Valley Open Space and Raritan Headwaters Association create “New Jersey Invasive Species Strike 

Team”
• 2009 - NJ-ISC publishes “Strategic Management Plan for Invasive Species” – signed by Governor Corzine…Governor Christie 

disbands Council about one month later…
• 2024 - New Jersey Aquatic Invasive Species Management Plan approved



Collaborative Legislative Development 

• 2018: Senator Greenstein introduces legislation

• Stakeholder organizations including NJ Nursery and Landscape Association, Native Plant Society of New Jersey, and NJ 
Forestry Association provided testimony on proposed legislation, but bill does not progress to a vote.

• 2022-2025: Senators Greenstein and Smith re-introduce legislation

• Over nearly 2 years, Senator Smith’s Forest Task Force Invasive Species Workgroup collaborate, suggesting significant 
revisions through thoughtful negotiation; recommendations provided to the Senators.

• Workgroup consists of conservation groups, nursery operators, landscape professionals, NJ Farm Bureau
• Passed in December 2023 (unanimous bipartisan support), Vetoed by Governor Murphy in January 2024
• In 2024 & 2025, revisions on regulatory coordination with NJDEP and NJDA led to passage (again), Governor signs

The approach validates a collaborative, science-based approach to 
environmental policy that respects both ecological necessity and economic reality. 



What the Law Does

The New Jersey Invasive Species Management Act: 

• Prohibits unregulated sale, distribution, import, export, and propagation of 
prohibited invasive species

• Establishes a permanent NJ Invasive Species Council to guide policy, research, 
and education

• Former Council created via Executive Order allowing a future Governor to eliminate it

• Council will make recommendations to the NJDEP Commissioner and 
Secretary of Agriculture regarding invasive species 

• Provides technical assistance and educational resources for industry transition

• Creates mechanisms for ongoing species assessment and permit applications

The framework balances environmental protection with workable industry timelines. 



Initially Prohibited (“Banned”) Species 
Designated in the Act

(1) Norway maple (Acer platanoides) 
(2) tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima) 
(3) mimosa tree or Persian silk tree (Albizia julibrissin) 
(4) porcelain berry (Ampelopsis glandulosa var.
brevipedunculata)
(5) Japanese angelica tree (Aralia elata) 
(6) Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii) 
(7) Japanese clematis (Clematis terniflora) 
(8) autumn olive (Elaeagnus umbellata) 
(9) weeping lovegrass (Eragrostis curvula) 
(10) winged burning bush (Euonymus alatus) 
(11) English ivy (Hedera helix) 
(12) Japanese hop (Humulus japonicus) 
(13) European privet (Ligustrum vulgare) 
(14) Amur honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii) 
(15) Morrow's honeysuckle (Lonicera morrowii) 

(16) purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) 
(17) Japanese crabapple (Malus toringo)
(18) Chinese silver grass (Miscanthus sinensis) 
(19) Eurasian water-milfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum) 
(20) Oriental photinia (Photinia villosa) 
(21) Callery or Bradford pear (Pyrus calleryana) 
(22) common buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica)
(23) jetbead (Rhodotypos scandens) 
(24) multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora) 
(25) European water chestnut (Trapa natans) 
(26) Siebold's arrowwood (Viburnum sieboldii) 
(27) Japanese wisteria (Wisteria floribunda) 
(28) Chinese wisteria (Wisteria sinensis) 
(29) sericea lespedeza (Lespedeza cuneata) 
(30) running bamboo (Phyllostachys)
(31) Additional species can be added…see next slide



Invasive vs. Prohibited Invasive

● Invasive if…

○ Considered by the Council to cause / may cause economic or environmental harm, harm to 
human health, or threatens / may threaten natural resources or the use of natural resources

■ Factors include: Likelihood of introduction to the state -- Likelihood of naturalization –
Magnitude of potential adverse impacts – Ability to eradicate or control spread

■ Provide threat level and categorize current NJ population as “potential”, “emerging” or 
“established”

■ Identify any sterile cultivars or varieties

● Prohibited Invasive if…

○ 1) Considered invasive and recommended for addition to the prohibited species list by the 
Council, 2) accepted by NJDEP and NJDA, and 3) moved through the Administrative 
Procedure Act at the discretion of the Governor.

https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/Documents/legal/Administrative-Procedure-Act.pdf


Phase-In of Prohibitions

Allowance for nursery industry to avoid undue economic harm (e.g.,
allows preparation for change, selling of existing inventory)

● Propagation prohibited at 1 year following signature into law
(approximately February 2027)

● Sales prohibited at 4 years following signature into law
(approximately February 2030)

Note: Official dates will be promulgated during rulemaking within 12 
months of effective date of legislation.



Cultivar Exemptions

(1) Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii):  

Aurea, UCONNBTCP4N, UCONNBTB113, UCONNBTB048, UCONNBTB039 

(2) Chinese Silver grass (Miscanthus sinensis): 

NCMS1, Tift M77 

(3) any additional cultivars or varieties exempted following consideration of 
the Council and acceptance by NJDEP and NJDA. 

Note 1: The invasive species working group recommended cultivars that 
were scientifically vetted and appear in NY state legislation as exempted.

Note 2: Exemptions shall expire two years after the effective date of this act, 
unless NJDEP, in consultation with the Council and NJDA, adopts rules and 
regulations to continue the exemptions. 



Invasive Species Council

The council shall consist of 19 members as follows:

(1) Commissioner of Environmental Protection (ex-officio) 
(2) Secretary of Agriculture (ex-officio)
(3) State Treasurer (shall serve ex-officio)
(4) Commissioner of Transportation (ex-officio)
(5) Commissioner of Health (ex-officio)
(6) State Forester (ex-officio)

(7) 13 members of the public (appointed by Governor < 60 days after effective date 
of this act) – one of the following will be considered the “Council Chair”

(a) two representatives from environmental organizations 
(b) two representatives from the food agricultural sector
(c) two representatives from the landscape industry
(d) two representatives from the nursery industry
(e) two representatives of New Jersey higher education institutions 
(f) one representative from a county park system 
(g) one representative involved in urban ecosystems 
(h)     one member of the public 



Other Important Council Responsibilities
● Recommend measures necessary for State departments & agencies, cooperation with federal 

agencies and other states
● Identify research needs to better assess routes of introduction, threats, and methods of 

prevention and control for invasive species
● Review ongoing invasive species control efforts being carried out by the State, recommend new or 

revised measures to limit introduction and spread
● Produce or identify educational programs and materials for public distribution including threats 

posed by invasive species – measures to prevent introduction – control methods – encouraging 
use of native species (preferably propagated in NJ)

● Develop partnerships with federal, state and local government, educational institutions, non-profit 
and other private groups to help implement polices and recommendations of the Council

● Identify sources of funding to support the Council’s research, monitoring, control 
recommendations, and relevant youth and community outreach programs

● Identify legislative or regulatory actions necessary to implement or further Council 
recommendations

● Make recommendations to the NJDEP and NJDA regarding implementation of the act
● Review applications for conditional use waivers and make recommendations to NJDEP and NJDA
● Examine and revise 2009 NJ Strategic Management Plan for Invasive Species no later than 2 

years after Council is initially seated and revise every 10 years



NJDEP shall…
● Along with NJDA, enforce provisions of the act

○ NJDA for violations involving sale, offer for sale, propagation for sale, or importation of a 
prohibited invasive species or its seeds

○ NJDEP for any other violation

● Create a central clearinghouse of information on its website including

○ List of invasive species including how to identify them, best practices for control, and 
possible native alternatives for planting

○ Links to other existing categories of non-native species, their management and regulation 
including injurious insects, potentially dangerous animals, noxious weeds, and federally 
regulated species

○ Links to NJDEP native species list



Next Steps
No later than 60 days after signature into law (approximately March 2026):

• DEP and NJDA will begin formal rulemaking

• Governor will appoint the members of the New Jersey Invasive Species Council

• Once appointed, the New Jersey Invasive Species Council will convene and create the 
Council’s rules of order, operating procedures, and priorities to guide coordination and 
implementation. 

Within 12 months (approximately February 2027):

• DEP, in consultation with the NJDA, will adopt the administrative procedures, rules, and 
regulations needed to implement the law statewide. This includes 1) list of invasive 
species, 2) list of prohibited invasive species, and 3) process for granting conditional 
use waivers for prohibited species for a specific purpose.

Within 36 months of the effective date, and every three years thereafter
(approximately February 2029):

• DEP will review the latest scientific recommendations from the Council and update the 
list of invasive and prohibited invasive species



Individuals and Municipalities:
How can you help?

● The Act “supersedes any contradictory ordinances, resolutions, rules, or regulations…adopted at 
municipal, county ty, or regional levels…in association with the regulation of invasive species or 
permitting of activities involving the introduction, sale, import, export, etc. of prohibited invasive 
species.” 

● Using iNaturalist…

○ Record as many instances of escaped invasive species as possible – we want to document every population that 
exists in natural areas!

■ Join Strike Team projects for widespread and emerging species

○ DO NOT include planted specimens or plants that are spreading within a yard

● Join or Create a Volunteer Stewardship Team!

○ Adopt-a-Park – Stewardship Style!

https://www.fohvos.info/volunteer-stewardship-teams/


Q & A
Michael Van Clef, Ph.D.

Clockwise from top left: mountain laurel, witch-
hazel, maple-leaved viburnum

Clockwise from top left: blackburnian 
warbler, black-throated blue warbler, 

chestnut-sided warbler, ovenbird

Plants and Birds of Healthy Forests

● mvanclef@fohvos.org 
● 908.528.6674
● FoHVOS.org/invasive-species-strike-team/
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Who is the Morris County Municipal Utilities Authority?

⮚ Originally founded in 1958, the 
MCMUA was commissioned to write 
and implement the district Solid 
Waste Management Plan in 1987.

⮚ Today, the MCMUA serves as Morris 
County’s solid waste management 
authority and environmental 
resource. 

⮚ Service Areas:
⮚ Solid Waste Disposal Operations and Planning
⮚ Recycling Collection Services 
⮚ Recycling Educational Outreach
⮚ Vegetative Waste Recycling and Materials Delivery
⮚ Hazardous / Special Wastes Disposal and Events
⮚ Environmental Sustainability Outreach
⮚ Water Distribution
⮚ Open Space Conservation and Land Acquisition 



(Select) New Jersey Food Waste Laws

2017
Food Waste 

Reduction Act 
(N.J.S.A. 13:1E-226 et seq.) 

Established goal to 
reduce the amount of 
food waste generated 

annually by 50% by 
2030. 

Commissioned the 
Food Waste Reduction 
Plan published in 2023.

2020
Food Waste 

Recycling and Food 
Waste to Energy 
Production Law                   

(NJSA 13:1E-99.122)

Generators who 
generate an average 

projected volume of 52 
tons of food waste or 
more per year must 
source separate and 
recycle food waste if 

they are within 25 road 
miles of a food waste 

recycling facility. 

2023

School Food Waste 
Recycling Law                  

(N.J.S.A. 13:1E-99.115a) 

Schools may collect 
food scraps for in-

vessel composting and 
anaerobic digestion. 

Allows schools to 
transport material to 

other schools with such 
a system.

2026

County Food Waste 
Planning Law

(S2464/A2090)      

SWMDs must amend 
SWMPs with strategies 

for reducing food 
waste by at least 50% 
by 2035 compared to 
2022 within 2 years. 

Commissions the NJDEP 
to release guidance for 
SWMD within 180 days 

(by July 2026). 
Requires the NJDEP to 

develop tiered 
regulatory structure for 
open-air composting. 

2026

Food Waste 
Reduction at NJ 

Colleges and 
Universities   

(S3889/A5387)            

Higher-education 
institutions must 

implement a food-
waste reduction 

program and submit 
annual reports 

detailing surplus food 
donations and 

composting efforts.

2026

Community 
Gardens On-Site 

Composting 
Exemption      

(Pending)            

Exempts community 
gardens operating on-

site composting 
systems or other 

organics management 
systems from certain 
DEP permits under 
certain conditions. 



Background

⮚ The Food Waste Reduction Act 
(P.L. 2017, c. 136) passed in 2017.
⮚ Established the goal to reduce the 

amount of food waste in the State 
by 50% by 2030 compared to 2017 
amounts. 

⮚ Commissioned Food Waste 
Reduction Plan

⮚ Laid the foundation for subsequent 
actions and campaigns regarding 
food waste.  



2026 Food Waste Law

⮚ Introduced as bill S2464/A2090 

⮚ Signed January 12, 2026  

⮚ P.L.2025, c.228 

AN ACT concerning the reduction of food waste and supplementing P.L.1970, c.39 (C.13:1E-1 et
seq.).

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

1. a. No later than two years after the effective date of this section, each solid waste
management district in the State shall develop and implement a strategy for reducing, by the
year 2035, the amount of food waste generated annually in the district by at least 50 percent of
the amount which was generated in the year 2022. The strategy shall be adopted as an
amendment to the district solid waste management plan required pursuant to the "Solid Waste
Management Act," P.L.1970, c.39 (C.13:1E-1 et seq.), or pursuant to an administrative action by
the solid waste management district authorized pursuant to rules and regulations adopted for
that purpose, and shall be subject to the approval of the department. Any increase in the
amount of perishable food donated for human consumption, as well as any increase in the
amount of food waste composted or anaerobically digested, shall count toward the food waste
reduction target established pursuant to this subsection.

b. No later than 180 days after the effective date of this section, the department shall
develop, and publish on its Internet website, a list of measures solid waste management districts
can take in order to achieve the food waste reduction requirement established in subsection a. of
this section. Such measures shall include, but need not be limited to, measures to increase the
donation of surplus edible food, the source separation and recycling of food waste, the
composting and anaerobic digestion of food waste and other food waste diversion methods that
also reduce methane emissions, and public awareness campaigns.

c. The department shall adopt rules and regulations, in accordance with the "Administrative
Procedure Act," P.L.1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.), to create a tiered regulatory structure for
composting facilities, pursuant to the "Solid Waste Management Act," P.L.1970, c.39 (C.13:1E-1
et seq.), in order to facilitate the use of organic waste recycling facilities in the State.

d. As used in this section, "food waste" means any food-derived organic waste that is
disposed of in a landfill, including, but not limited to, edible food, food scraps generated by a
consumer after the generator issues or sells food to the consumer, food processing waste, food
processing residue generated from processing and packaging operations, overripe or spoiled
produce, trimmings from food, food product over-runs, soiled and unrecyclable paper, and used
cooking fats, oil, and grease.

2. This act shall take effect immediately.



1a. ⮚ Within two years, 
Each County/District 
must develop and 
implement a strategy 
for reducing food 
waste by 50% by 
2035 using the base 
year of 2022. 

⮚ The strategy must be 
adopted as an 
amendment to the 
Solid Waste 
Management Plan of 
each District. 

“No later than two years after the effective 
date of this section, each solid waste 
management district in the State shall 
develop and implement a strategy for 
reducing, by the year 2035, the amount of 
food waste generated annually in the district 
by at least 50 percent of the amount which 
was generated in the year 2022. The 
strategy shall be adopted as an amendment 
to the district solid waste management plan 
required pursuant to the "Solid Waste 
Management Act," P.L.1970, c.39 (C.13:1E-1 
et seq.), or pursuant to an administrative 
action by the solid waste management 
district authorized pursuant to rules and 
regulations adopted for that purpose, and 
shall be subject to the approval of the 
department. Any increase in the amount of 
perishable food donated for human 
consumption, as well as any increase in the 
amount of food waste composted or 

     



1b. ⮚ The DEP has 
six months to 
develop and 
publish online a 
list of measures 
that Districts 
can take to 
achieve the 
food waste 
reduction target 
of 50%. 

“No later than 180 days after the 
effective date of this section, the 
department shall develop, and 
publish on its Internet website, a 
list of measures solid waste 
management districts can take in 
order to achieve the food waste 
reduction requirement 
established in subsection a. of this 
section. Such measures shall 
include, but need not be limited 
to, measures to increase the 
donation of surplus edible food, 
the source separation and 
recycling of food waste, the 
composting and anaerobic 
digestion of food waste and other 
food waste diversion methods

    



1c. 
⮚ The DEP will adopt 

rules and regulations 
to create a tiered 
regulatory structure 
for composting. No 
deadline indicated.

“The department shall 
adopt rules and 
regulations, in accordance 
with the "Administrative 
Procedure Act," P.L.1968, 
c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.), 
to create a tiered 
regulatory structure for 
composting facilities, 
pursuant to the "Solid 
Waste Management Act," 
P.L.1970, c.39 (C.13:1E-1 et 
seq.), in order to facilitate 
the use of organic waste 
recycling facilities in the 
State.”



1d. 

⮚ Food waste includes 
ANY food derived 
organic waste. 

“As used in this section, 
"food waste" means any 
food-derived organic waste 
that is disposed of in a 
landfill, including, but not 
limited to, edible food, food 
scraps generated by a 
consumer after the 
generator issues or sells 
food to the consumer, food 
processing waste, food 
processing residue
generated from processing 
and packaging operations, 
overripe or spoiled produce, 
trimmings from food, food 
product over-runs, soiled 
and unrecyclable paper, and 
used cooking fats, oil, and 
grease.”



2. “This act shall take effect 
immediately.”



⮚ All Counties will have a strategy for 
reducing food waste.

⮚ Responsibility of executing the 
state goal of 50% food waste 
reduction assigned to the Counties. 
⮚ The directive of the law is to Solid 

Waste Management Districts

⮚ Major efforts must be expended to 
redirect the amount of food waste 
represented by 50%.
⮚ Counties will likely work with 

municipalities to develop a 
strategy.

What does this mean?



How much food waste is 50%?

A recent progress report on 
the New Jersey Food Waste 
Reduction Act estimated food 
waste as 19% of Municipal 
Solid Waste (MSW).  



⮚ In 2022, Morris County disposed of 303,456.62 tons of MSW. 

⮚ 19% of 303,456.62 = 57,656.76 tons of food waste disposed of in 2022
⮚ Morris County must reduce its food waste by 28,828 tons annually by 2035.



Diverting approximately 58 million pounds of food 
waste from landfills annually won’t be easy! 

How can 
Counties and 
municipalities 
make the most 
impact towards 
this target?



⮚ Anticipated July 2026

⮚ Counties will not amend SWMP until after guidance is released. They 
have 2 years. 

⮚ What will guidance contain?
⮚ Per the 50x30 Report from April 2026, the forthcoming guidance will 

include:

⮚ food waste management planning guidance and a toolkit to encourage 
sustainable food waste management through prevention, recovery, 
and recycling.

⮚ New Jersey-specific estimation tool to assist generators with 
estimating how much pre-consumer versus post-consumer food waste 
they generate.

⮚ guidance to assist Districts with developing efficient food waste 
management strategies and achieve their food waste reduction 
targets, developed by Rutgers University and the NJ Composting 
Council.

Expected NJDEP Guidance  



Other NJDEP Resources Available in the 
Meantime:

⮚ NJDEP Food Waste Home Page: https://dep.nj.gov/dshw/swpl/fw/
⮚ Link to Food Waste Reduction Plan 

⮚ Link to Food Waste Progress Report

⮚ Links to many internal and external food waste resources, including

⮚ More Meals, Less Waste Campaign Save the Food Refed

⮚ USEPA Implementation Guide and Toolkits

⮚ NJDEP Food Waste Toolkit

https://dep.nj.gov/dshw/swpl/fw/


NJDEP Food Waste Reduction Map
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/ac8ce8bb55524201bc272121e5672fde

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/ac8ce8bb55524201bc272121e5672fde


Map layers demonstrate 
excess food opportunities 



Examples of Morris 
County Generators



https://dep.n
j.gov/dshw/s
wpl/fw/food-
waste-
recycling-
rules/htmfw/

Quantifying food waste reduction will be critical: cannot reduce what you can’t measure



Morris County’s Approach to Food Waste

⮚ Phase I: SWOT (Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities, 
Threats) Analysis

⮚ Phase II: Morris County Food 
Rescue Assessment
⮚ Evaluate opportunities for food 

rescue and address gaps and 
limitations.

⮚ Focus efforts on redistributing 
excess food to address food 
insecurity. 

⮚ Phase III: Food Waste Business 
Challenge

Excess Food

Donation and 
Redistribution



Morris County Food Rescue Assessment
⮚ Robust food assistance landscape
⮚ Many opportunities for food rescue. 
⮚ Rescue framework is not optimized.

⮚ Misalignment between available surplus and 
needs/wants of recipient organizations.

⮚ Secondary waste exists

⮚ Logistical challenges posed by lack of 
storage, transportation, labor, and an 
overabundance items that are difficult to 
repurpose through food assistance.

⮚ Donation cannot be relied on as sole 
solution.
⮚ Not all wasted food is fit for donation and the 

amount of wasted food generated in the U.S. 
far outweighs the needs of food-insecure 
Americans (U.S. EPA 2021)

How should donation be measured for compliance with new law?



Recent state initiatives align with Morris County 
approach of redirecting excess to people in need.

⮚ NJ Donation Map

⮚ Office of the Food Security Advocate

⮚ Meal Recovery Coalition
⮚ Food Donation Guidelines

https://mealrecoverycoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/NJ-Food-Donation-Guidelines.pdf



https://mealrecoverycoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/NJ-Food-Donation-Guidelines.pdf



Get health departments involved!

⮚ Other resources created by Morris County
⮚ MCDPH Donation Guidelines

⮚ Opportunities to educate on food waste during food 
safety inspections and food waste recycling audits.





Other Morris County Outreach 

⮚ County E-Newsletter

⮚ MCMUA website

⮚ Social Media

⮚ Informational Giveaways

⮚ Environmental Guide

⮚ Flyers and Information

⮚ Recycling Coordinator Meetings 





► County E-Newsletter

► MCMUA website

► X

► Informational Giveaways

► Environmental Guide

► Flyers and Information



Other Ideas for your Community
⮚ Sustainable Jersey Actions

⮚ Food Waste

⮚ Farmers Markets

⮚ Community Gardens

⮚ Community Food Pantry/Bank & Soup Kitchen

⮚ Promoting Safe Food Donation for Food 
Security

⮚ For Schools
⮚ Sustainable Jersey Schools Toolkit for K-12

⮚ Rutgers New Jersey Leaves No Bite Behind

⮚ Peer Networks
⮚ USEPA Too Good to Waste

⮚ NRDC Food Matters Network

⮚ Many online food waste resources 



Funding for food waste reduction will be important!
Some ideas for funding sources:
https://njonestopshop.org/dashboard/

https://njonestopshop.org/dashboard/


Closing
⮚ Counties will wait for NJDEP guidance per P.L.2025, c.228  to begin amending 

their Solid Waste Management Plans. 
⮚ Remains to be seen how Counties’ approaches will impact municipalities. 

⮚ Food waste recycling also counts towards municipalities’ 50% recycling goal.

⮚ NJDEP new tiered composting regulations to remove some barriers. 

⮚ Needed to manage millions of pounds of food waste:
⮚ Infrastructure 

⮚ Funding

⮚ Large-scale efforts



Thank You!
Alessia Eramo, aeramo@co.morris.nj.us

Morris County Municipal Utilities Authority






	State Legislation + Local Action = Collective Impact
	Panel Speakers
	Slide Number 3
	We Did it!  Celebrating Our Success	
	Lets Leverage this Winning Model!	
	Skip the Stuff Law
“Accessories Upon Request “ 
 S3195/A5157

	Municipal Engagement Key 
	Skip the Stuff - Opt-in for Delivery/Takeout 
	Skip the Stuff - Dine In
	Additional  Law Info
	Key Provisions
Store signage
Employee instructions 
Tip Cards

	Slide Number 12
	Educational Materials Available 
	STS - Amplify Message to Government & Businesses
	STS - Amplify Message to Residents
	STS:  Model Best Practices
	Questions?  Visit us at Tables 44 
beyondplasticsnj@gmail.com
nchecko@anjec.org
	�The New Jersey �Invasive Species �Management Act
	Slide Number 19
	A very long road…but we have no time to dwell
	Collaborative Legislative Development 
	What the Law Does
	Initially Prohibited (“Banned”) Species �Designated in the Act
	Invasive vs. Prohibited Invasive
	Phase-In of Prohibitions
	Cultivar Exemptions
	Invasive Species Council
	Other Important Council Responsibilities
	NJDEP shall…
	Next Steps
	Individuals and Municipalities:�How can you help?
	Q & A
	Sustainable Jersey Summit 2026
	Who is the Morris County Municipal Utilities Authority?
	(Select) New Jersey Food Waste Laws
	Background
	2026 Food Waste Law
	1a. 
	1b. 
	1c. 
	1d. 
	2. 
	Slide Number 43
	How much food waste is 50%?
	Slide Number 45
	Diverting approximately 58 million pounds of food waste from landfills annually won’t be easy! �
	Expected NJDEP Guidance  
	Other NJDEP Resources Available in the Meantime:
	NJDEP Food Waste Reduction Map�https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/ac8ce8bb55524201bc272121e5672fde 
	Map layers demonstrate excess food opportunities 
	Examples of Morris �County Generators
	https://dep.nj.gov/dshw/swpl/fw/food-waste-recycling-rules/htmfw/
	Morris County’s Approach to Food Waste
	Morris County Food Rescue Assessment
	Recent state initiatives align with Morris County approach of redirecting excess to people in need.
	https://mealrecoverycoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/NJ-Food-Donation-Guidelines.pdf
	Get health departments involved!
	Slide Number 58
	Other Morris County Outreach 
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Other Ideas for your Community
	Funding for food waste reduction will be important!�Some ideas for funding sources:�https://njonestopshop.org/dashboard/ 
	Closing
	Thank You!
	Slide Number 66
	Slide Number 67

