SUSTAINABILITY

SUMMIT

Rooted In Sustainability

May 15,2026




Panel Speakers

Rich Kerr , Superintendent of
Recreation and Open Space,
Evesham Township

Thomas Flynn , Environmental
Specialist, Township of Woodbridge

Tracey Woods , Energy Program
Director, Sustainable Jersey



Municipal Program

Green Grounds &

Recycled Materials

Maintenance Policy & Composting
(10 pts) (10 pts)
Addopt policy addressing: A Implement municipal
o efficient landscape design, composting & landscape
0 water consumption material recycling
minimization, program, &/or
0 recycled materials & & ..
composting Reuse of municipal waste
o Integrated Pest products

Management
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Green Infrastructure

Uses natural base solution to make ecosystems cleaner, cooler, more
resilient and healthier for people and the environment

Rain GardensdCapture and filter stormwater, allowing it to soak into the ground before
entry into grey or legacy infrastructure. (Designed site challenges, maintenance, native
plant selections)

Floating Wetlandsd Uses plants & natural processes to clean water and support habit
for wildlife, regulate temperature and algae growth. (Maintenance, careful design, (1)
Piece of the puzzle for heavily polluted waters)

Rain Barrels/ Cisternd Capture and store rain water for reuse, reducing demand on
treated systems, decreasing stormwater run off and utility costs. Contains debris from
roofs, drains and cisterns. (Non potable water for irrigation &outdoor cleaning).

Mai ntenance, a | i1ttle bit goes




A Soil Tests
- Most important tool

A Soil Composition
- Use your resources: Acris, soil conservation districts,

get dirty..
A Fertilization, Synthetic or Organic, and do you really need it?
-What fits into your budget éWh

A Soil Health and its Correlation to IPM
- Soll health is one of the most important keys to success in IPM.
- Without solil health, utilizing IPM correctly is an up hill battle.




IPM

r Wht Is IPM, and why should we plan for it as it relates to Sustainability

0 Reduces dependence on synthetic chemicals by combining biologics, cultural
and physical means to control pests.

r  Blanket Bans Good Or Bad?

0 Total bans never achieves the desired results. Learn to reduce yg
dependence on Herbicides and Pesticides.

A Acceptable Limits of Pests i
d Whatis you and your towns level of acceptable pets?
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Maintenance

2o,

r nging ActHow Evesham handles Maintenance of NdMows, Green Infrastructure
0 1st step notifications to residents. Especially noows.

0 Scheduling MaintenanceAdd it into the schedule, solicit help through
environmental commissions, green teams and other volunteer groups.

R

r Green InfrastructureD o 0 s , Try Not
0 Doé Mai nt ain
O Try Not Toeover do i
O Do NotedSet 1t and F

r Engaging the Public, Administration, Commission >
d The most important aspect of maintenance, Engagement.
0 Remove some of the load off of your department




Does an area need to be mowed and why?

Can Mowing be reduced?

No Mow areas and how to educate the public. A - = e |
th we’re letting the grass grow 1 |
. in this area: .
Key Ta keawayS . / \ lo |ncre|ase habitat for insects and wildlife
e Save energy and reduce our C02 emissions

1 1 /e Promote sustainable landscapes for'a healthy Lak.e
_Red u Ced Em I SSI OnS e Create an environment for observation and learning
-More Biodiversity,
-Cleaner water

- Climate Resilience



Contact Info

" Rich Kerr
0 Superintendent of Recreation and Open Space,
Evesham Township, NJ

o Cell: (609) 868-2527
o Emait KerrR@evehsamj.gov
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Woodbridge Township is the third oldest municipality in New Jersey

Woodbridge is over 350 years old, 23.1 square miles, and is comprised
of ten towns: Avenel, Colonia, Fords, @ Hopelawn , Iselin, Keasbey , Port
Reading, Menlo Park Terrace, Sewaren , and Woodbridge

> 870 acres of surface water

> 1,160 acres of wetlands

> 3,000 acres of regulated floodplains
> 500 stormwater outfalls

> 2,000 stormwater inlets
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Issue Rlverlne Floodlng (l.e. Fluvial flooding) &
Flash Flooding (i.e. Pluvial Flooding)

Considerations to help address the issue:

" A Enhanced maintenance schedules and design modifications

A Complete watershed master planning to evaluate and mitigate selected storm sewer infrastructure
and enhance stream corridor stewardship to increase water quality and reduce impacts of flash

flooding.
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2021
Problem Site Maintenance (PSM) Post Storm Event
Assessments (IDA)

NJDEF New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection - Rainfall - Graph
Rainfall data

From 09/01/2021 to 09/04/2021
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So why does green infrastructure maintenance matter?




Prevents Degradation and
Costly Repairs

Neglect can lead to small issues escalating into
major problems. For example, a rain garden
blocked by sediment may fail to manage
stormwater.

Ensures Continued
Functionality and Performance

Green infrastructure Y such as rain gardens, If not
maintained, components like plants, soil, and
drainage systems can become clogged with debiris,
overgrown, or damaged, reducing their ability to
capture and infiltrate water, filter pollutants.




Maximizes
Environmental
Benefits

Proper maintenance enhances the
u{uvgoXu"ecrcekyv{
stormwater runoff, improve water
quality, mitigate the urban heat island
effect, and support wildlife habitats
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~ COMMON

INVASIVES -
SPECIES

771 wyu//&vf

Is an aggressive establishment and
colonization in roadsides, right—of—way
areas, and disturbed and uncultivated
areas. Can be identified by their
alternate, papery, with large pinnate
lobes.

/”évngmxéf&y

Perennial wetland grass that grows three
to 20 feet tall with dull, very slightly
ridged, stiff and hollow stems. They can
be identified by their Smooth, linear
leaves and bushy, light brown to purple
plumes.

Jvee ¢f Hearen

Spreads quickly through seeds an roots
and is difficult to control. Tree of Heaven
can be identified by their large
compound leaves and hanging pod
shaped seeds.
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WHAT IS AN OVERGROWN LAWN?

AN OVERGROWN LAWN IS SIMPLY
TURF GRASS THAT HASN'T BEEN
MAINTAINED. IT USUALLY INCLUDES:
TALL, UNIFORM GRASS, FEW OR NO
FLOWERING PLANTS,
INVASIVE WEEDS,

LACK OF PLANT DIVERSITY, &
NO INTENTIONAL DESIGN OR
ECOLOGICAL PURPOSE

THESE SPACES LOOK MESSY, DULL,
AND UNKEPT.

HEALTHY POLLINATOR HABITATS
INCLUDE: NATIVE WILDFLOWERS,
FLOWERING SHRUBS, GRASSES THAT
SUPPORT INSECTS, DIVERSE PLANT
HEIGHTS AND COLORS, BLOOMING
PLANTS FROM SPRING THROUGH FALL

DO NOT MOW!

THESE SPACES LOOK INTENTIONAL,
COLORFUL, AND FULL OF LIFE!



Preventative and Corrective Maintenance

Proper and timely maintenance is important for continuous, effective function of the rain
garden. Access to the rain garden from surrounding lawn areas should be maintained at all
times. The following maintenance actions are required to keep the rain garden functioning
properly.

WATERING

Water is essenfial for the survival of a newly installed rain garden. The garden should be
watered regularly during the first three months and as needed throughout the fitture in fumes
of drought. Plants should be watered every day for the first week they are in the ground
and then once a week after that. unless there is substanfial rainfall. In hot weather or times
of drought. the rain garden will need water one to two times a week to prevent the loss of
plants, even if the garden is already established.

WEEDING

Remove unwanted weeds from the garden by hand. Pull them from the base of the weed to
remove the roots. As the garden becomes established. the rain garden plants will spread
and out-compete unwanted weeds.

MULCHING

Mulch is used to prevent weeds and retain moisture in the rain garden. During the first vear
the garden is growing, maintain a 3-inch laver of mulch between plants. As the rain garden
plants spread and become denser, you may find nmilching the garden more difficult.
Mulching bevond the first vear is optional. Please be careful not to excessively mulch the
garden, and keep nlch away from any drain inlets and outlets.

INSPECTING AND CLEANING INLETS/OUTLETS

Inspect the rain garden’s inlets monthly, and be sure to remove any leaves, trash. or debris
that may prevent water from passing through Observe the inlet during rainstorms to make
sure stormrwater 15 flowing into the rain garden. After rainstorms, please check the garden
to be sure drainage outlet paths are clear and that water is not ponding for more than 48
hours. All structural components should be inspected at least once each vear.

NOMOWING

DO NOT mow or use a line-trimmer inside of the rain garden. This damages the plants and
can destroy the rain garden.

Green Infrastructure Maintenance Report Form
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Mame|z) of person inspecting the green infrastructure system:

Date:

Location (address and cross streets/site location name):

Property Owner [ Tax Parcel Block & Lot

Property owner contact infarmation:

Type of green infrastructure system:

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Deascription of the current site conditions and specific condition of the system:

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

COMMENTS

1) Any reports of the system not functioning?

2) are there any wnauthorized or malfunctioning
structures located in the system?

3] Is the system owvergrown with vegetation or contain
excessive debris/trash?

4] Is there standing water or evidence of standing
water?

5] signs of breakage, damage, corrosion or rusting of
any structures or components?

6] Debris or sediment accumulation clogging the
system?

7] signs of erosion, disturbance, ar vandalism?

8] Is wegetation healthy and thriving?

9] 1s there evidence that anyone has maintained the
system in the recent past?

ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS




Supports Public Safety
and Community Health

Well-maintained green spaces are safer, more
accessible, and more enjoyable for residents.
Overgrown vegetation or unsafe conditions in
parks and streets can pose hazards, while
functional stormwater systems reduce
flooding risks



