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Rooted in Sustainability



Panel Speakers
Rich Kerr , Superintendent of 

Recreation and Open Space, 

Evesham Township

Thomas Flynn , Environmental 

Specialist, Township of Woodbridge

Tracey Woods , Energy Program 

Director, Sustainable Jersey



Operations & Maintenance Actions
Municipal Program

Green Grounds & 
Maintenance Policy 

(10 pts)

ÅAdopt policy addressing:
o efficient landscape design, 

o water consumption 
minimization, 

o recycled materials & 
composting

o Integrated Pest 
Management

Recycled Materials 
& Composting 

(10 pts)

ÅImplement municipal 
composting & landscape 
material recycling 
program, &/or

ÅReuse of municipal waste 
products



Sustainable 

New Jersey



Green Infrastructure

ʳ Rain Gardens ðCapture and filter stormwater, allowing it to soak into the ground before 

entry into grey or legacy infrastructure. (Designed site challenges, maintenance, native 

plant selections)

ʳ Floating Wetlands ð Uses plants & natural processes to clean water and support habit 

for wildlife, regulate temperature and algae growth. (Maintenance, careful design, (1) 

Piece of the puzzle for heavily polluted waters)

ʳ Rain Barrels/ Cisterns ð Capture and store rain water for reuse, reducing demand on 

treated systems, decreasing stormwater run off and utility costs. Contains debris from 

roofs, drains and cisterns. (Non potable water for irrigation &outdoor cleaning). 

ʳ Maintenance, a little bit goes a long wayé 

Uses natural base solution to make ecosystems cleaner, cooler, more 

resilient and healthier for people and the environment



Soil Health

Á Soil Tests

- Most important tool

Á Soil Composition

- Use your resources: Acris, soil conservation districts, get dirty..

Á Fertilization, Synthetic or Organic, and do you really need it? 

- What fits into your budgetéWhat fits into your IPM plan 

Á Soil Health and its Correlation to IPM

- Soil health is one of the most important keys to success in IPM.

- Without soil health, utilizing IPM correctly is an up hill battle.



IPM

ʳ What is IPM, and why should we plan for it as it relates to Sustainability

ð Reduces dependence on synthetic chemicals by combining biologics, cultural 
and physical means to control pests.

ʳ Blanket Bans- Good Or Bad? 

ð Total bans never achieves the desired results. Learn to reduce your 

dependence on Herbicides and Pesticides. 

Á Acceptable Limits of Pests

ð What is you and your towns level of acceptable pets?



Maintenance

ʳ Juggling Act- How Evesham handles Maintenance of No- Mows, Green Infrastructure

ð 1st step notifications to residents. Especially no-mows. 

ð Scheduling Maintenance- Add it into the schedule, solicit help through 
environmental commissions, green teams and other volunteer groups.

ʳ Green Infrastructure- Doõs, Try Not To and Do Notõs

ð DoéMaintain

ð Try Not Toéover do it

ð Do NotéóSet it and Forgetó

ʳ Engaging the Public, Administration, Commissions

ð The most important aspect of maintenance, Engagement.

ð Remove some of the load off of your department



Mowing and Sustainability

ʳ Does an area need to be mowed and why?

ʳ Can Mowing be reduced? 

ʳ No Mow areas and how to educate the public.

ʳ Key Takeaways. 

 -Reduced Emissions 

 -More Biodiversity, 

 -Cleaner water

 - Climate Resilience



Contact Info

ʳRich Kerr

ðSuperintendent of Recreation and Open Space,

 Evesham Township, NJ

o Cell : (609) 868-2527

o Email: KerrR@evehsam-nj.gov
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Sustainable Landscaping 

Thomas C. Flynn, M.P.A., CFM

Environmental Specialist

Township of Woodbridge, N.J., Division of Engineering

Mayor, John E. McCormac

Email: Thomas.Flynn@Twp.Woodbridge.NJ.US



Woodbridge Township is the third oldest municipality in New Jersey

Woodbridge is over 350 years old, 23.1 square miles, and is comprised 

of  ten towns: Avenel, Colonia, Fords, Hopelawn , Iselin, Keasbey , Port 

Reading, Menlo Park Terrace, Sewaren , and Woodbridge

ü > 870 acres of  surface water

ü > 1,160 acres of   wetlands

ü > 3,000 acres of  regulated floodplains

ü > 500 stormwater  outfalls

ü > 2,000 stormwater  inlets



Issue: Riverine Flooding (i.e. Fluvial flooding) &
 Flash Flooding (i.e. Pluvial Flooding) 

Considerations to help address the issue:

Å Enhanced maintenance schedules and design modifications

ÅComplete watershed master planning to evaluate and mitigate selected storm sewer infrastructure 
and enhance stream corridor stewardship to increase water quality and reduce impacts of flash 
flooding.



Plan 
Like Nature 

Has No Memory
&

Implement 
Like Time 

Has No Heart



What Does That 
Look Like?



Managing 
Expectations 



2021  
Problem Site Maintenance (PSM) Post Storm Event 

Assessments (IDA) 





Green Infrastructure Maintenance is Not Optional 
ɂ ÉÔȭÓ ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÓ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÉÎÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔÓȟ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÈÅÁÌÔÈȟ 
and ensuring that the initial investment yields lasting environmental and community gains



So why does green infrastructure maintenance matter?



Ensures Continued 
Functionality and Performance

Green infrastructure Ү such as rain gardens, If not 
maintained, components like plants, soil, and 
drainage systems can become clogged with debris, 
overgrown, or damaged, reducing their ability to 
capture and infiltrate water, filter pollutants.

Prevents Degradation and 
Costly Repairs

Neglect can lead to small issues escalating into 
major problems. For example, a rain garden 
blocked by sediment may fail to manage 
stormwater.



Maximizes 
Environmental 
Benefits

Proper maintenance enhances the 
u{uvgoҲu"ecrcekv{"vq"tgfweg"
stormwater runoff, improve water 
quality, mitigate the urban heat island 
effect, and support wildlife habitats









DPW Support and 
Training

Adaptive 
Management









Supports Public Safety 
and Community Health

Well-maintained green spaces are safer, more 
accessible, and more enjoyable for residents. 
Overgrown vegetation or unsafe conditions in 
parks and streets can pose hazards, while 
functional stormwater systems reduce 
flooding risks


