
Friday, May 15, 2026

Food Waste Management: New 
State Requirements & Local 
Program Spotlights

Bell Theater | 3:00pm ï4:00pm



Agenda
1. NJDEP Food Waste Law Update ïAmy Entin, 

Program Specialist 1, Bureau of Solid Waste Planning 

and Licensing

2. Local Spotlight: Ridgewood Food Waste Program ï

Sean Hamlin, Recycling Coordinator

3. Local Spotlight: Glen Ridge Food Waste Program ï

LoriJean Moody, Councilwoman



Municipal Waste Actions
General

ÅPrescription Drug 
Safety & Disposal

ÅRecycling & Waste 
Reduction 
Education & 
Compliance

ÅLitter Prevention 
Education & 
Compliance

Recycling

ÅCommercial & Institutional

ÅCommunity Paper 
Shredding Day

ÅConstruction & Demolition 
Waste

ÅFood Waste

ÅHousehold Hazardous 
Waste

ÅNon-Mandated Materials

ÅRecycling Depot

Reduction

ÅBackyard Composting 
Program

ÅGrass ïCut It & 
Leave It

ÅMaterials Reuse 
Program

ÅPay-As-You-Throw 
Program

ÅWaste Audit of 
Municipal or School 
Buildings

Food Category: Promoting Safe Food Donation for Food Security



Municipal Waste 
Action Approvals

Statistics current as of 2/25/26

1,146

Actions 
Approved

178

Municipalities 
Approved

99%

Certified 
Municipalities 

Approved



Division of Sustainable Waste Management

Amy Ent in     May  15 ,  2026



Food Waste 
Recycling Rules

(N.J.A.C. 7:26K)

üLarge food waste generators are required to 
source separate and recycle food waste if: 

üThey generate an average projected volume of 52 
tons of food waste or more per year 

üThey are located within 25 road miles of an 
authorized food waste recycling facility 

üRules adopted September 2, 2025

Authorizing Statute: 
Food Waste Recycling and Food 
Waste-to-Energy Production Law 

(N.J.S.A. 13:1E99.122)



Who is a Large Food Waste Generator?

COMMERCIAL 
FOOD 

WHOLESALER

DISTRIBUTOR INDUSTRIAL 
FOOD 

PROCESSOR

SUPERMARKET RESORT CONFERENCE
CENTER

BANQUET HALL

RESTAURANT EDUCATIONAL OR 
RELIGIOUS 

INSTITUTION

MILITARY

INSTALLATION

PRISON HOSPITAL MEDICAL 

FACILITY
CASINO

*Does not include any interstate carrier conducting interstate transportation operations in the post-security area of an international airport

Must generate 52+ tons of food waste/year



Food Waste Definition

Waste from processing and 
packaging operations 

Overripe produce Trimmings from food 

Used cooking fats, oil, 
and grease 

Expired and damaged 
grocery goods

Packaged food waste 
products and palletized 
materials that fit any of 
these categories 

Does not include :
ÅPlate waste, also known as post-consumer waste

ÅFood donated by the generator for human consumption



Sending food waste to an authorized food       
waste recycling facility

Treating or recycling food waste through 
enclosed composting, aerobic digestion, or 
anaerobic digestion onsite

Sending food waste to a person authorized to 
accept it for an agricultural purpose

Any other method of recycling/reuse of food 
waste, as authorized by DEP

Food Waste 
Recycling 
Methods



Food Waste 
Recycling Forms

Large food waste generator forms: 

ÅAnnual Reporting (Required by April 30th)

ÅPetition for Waiver (Optional)

ÅRequest for Authorization (Optional)

https://dep.nj.gov/online/

https://dep.nj.gov/online/


County Planning



Passed by Former Governor Murphy on January 12, 2026.

Each solid waste district must include their strategies in their District 
Solid Waste Management Plans via administrative action (AA) and be 
approved no later than January 12, 2028.

New Jersey Food Waste Law P.L. 
2025, c.228

Each solid waste management district must develop and implement a 
strategy for reducing the amount of food waste generated by 50% by 
2035. The base numbers for calculation will use 2022 figures.



What Methods are Considered Food 

Waste Generation Reduction?

Acceptable Methods: Unacceptable 
Methods:

ÅFood donation

ÅComposting

ÅAnaerobic digestion

ÅFood sent to landfill, 
including landfills that 
collect and deliver gas 
to gas-to-energy 
facilities.



DEP Next Steps: 
Å Prepare and post a list of 

measures that solid waste 

management districts can 

adopt to meet 50% target.

Å Adopt rules and regulations 

creating a tiered regulatory 

structure for organic waste 

composting facilities.

Within 180 days from the 

effective date of January 

12, 2026 (July 11, 2026), the 

Department must :



EPA SWIFR Grant Project

Lƴ нлноΣ 59t ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 9t!Ωǎ {ƻƭƛŘ ²ŀǎǘŜ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ 
Recycling (SWIFR) Grant. Tools currently in development are:

EPA Wasted Food Scale and Other ToolsLink

Food Waste Guidance 

and Toolkit for Local 

Governments

ÅWill provide strategies 

for complying with the 

new law

Food Waste 

Estimation Tool for 

Generators

ÅEstimation tool specific 

to New Jersey

https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/wasted-food-scale


NJDEP Food Waste Reduction Tool Map

ü Connects surplus edible food sources 
with potential recipients. Includes:
ü Generators/businesses/institutions
ü Donation outlets/food recovery orgs
ü Food waste recycling facilities

NJDEP NJ Food Waste ReductionMap Link

ü Created by Stockton University through 
the Recycling Enhancement Act Higher 
Education Grant

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/ac8ce8bb55524201bc272121e5672fde


Happening 
Now at DEP

Focus group meeting series 

ü Establishing tiered permitting 

structure

ü Discussing potential amendments to 

Recycling Rules (7:26A)

ü Exploring how to allow more outdoor, smaller 

scale composting opportunities



Amy.Entin@dep.nj.gov

Like & follow us!

https://dep.nj.gov/dshw/

Amy Entin

Program Specialist 1

Bureau of Solid Waste 
Planning and Licensing

Amy: 609-913-6757

@newjerseydep @nj.dep

Erin Jensen

Environmental Specialist 3

Bureau of Solid Waste 
Planning and Licensing

Erin.Jensen@dep.nj.gov

Erin: 609-940-5832

https://www.facebook.com/newjerseydep
https://twitter.com/NewJerseyDEP
https://www.instagram.com/nj.dep/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2C01lO4mVInYzqqwevFvSw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/newjerseydep


2026 NJ Sustainability Summit

Sean Hamlin, Recycling Coordinator  

Village of Ridgewood, Ridgewood, NJ

15-May -2026

Food Waste Management:
Local Program Spotlightð
Ridgewood, NJ



About Us

Population: 25,979

Households: 8,903  

Municipal staff collectssolid

waste& recycling (dual stream)

Recycling Center open 5 days/wk

Environmentally conscious  

community



Appliances & Metals  

Automobile Batteries  

Book Donation  

Clothing/textiles

Commingled Cans, Bottles,and  

Shelf Stable/Gable Topped  

Cartons

Concrete  

Corrugated & Paper

Christmas Tree Lights

E-Waste

EPSPackaging  

Food Scraps

Grass, Leaves, Brush  

Inkjet & lasercartridges

Mattress/Boxspring Recycling  

Rechargeable & Button cell  

Batteries

Tires  

Vegetable Oil

Ridgewood  
Waste Diversion

(By Material)



Initial Kick-off: March, 2021  

Program has grown to over 200

registered householdsconsisting of  

more than 700 residents

Food Recycling 
Program



Program Components

Toter  
Organics  
Cart -48  

gallon

Storage Shed

Application for Participation

Bucket Label&  
Refrigerator  
Magnet

Gamma  

Seal  

Lid
White 5  
Gallon  
Bucket



Stay insp i red .

Never stop  

c reat ing.

Material  
Flow



2025 Program 

Addition

metroSTORF-Series ï
Organics Cart Enclosures
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Over 112Total  
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1609.30

2298.67

3864.35

4507.30

4291.34

1072.83

*Regulatory challenges that impede  
in-house management of collected  
food scraps prevent us from saving  

money at this time; however, the  
information gained and lessons  

learned along the way are invaluable.

$17,643 in Total  
Disposal Fees*
March 2021-Mar 2026



We  try to promote  

food waste reduction &  

increased food  

donation on our  

website.

Food Waste Reduction



Where do  
we go from  
here?

SHORT TERM GOALS

ÅAdd participants
Å Increase Access Points
Å Increase engagement with participants
ÅApply for grants
ÅDevelop partnerships
ÅContinued research and communication 

with NJDEP

LONG TERM GOALS

ÅLook for ways to economically scale the 
program



WWW.RIDGEWOODNJ.NET/169/RECYCLING

Contact Information

SEAN HAMLIN, RECYCLINGCOORDINATOR

shamlin@ridgewoodnj.net 

(201) 670-5500 x6115

http://www.ridgewoodnj.net/169/RECYCLING
mailto:shamlin@ridgewoodnj.net


May 2026

Glen Ridge Food Waste Initiatives

LoriJeane Moody, Councilwoman



Sustainable Jersey Grant

In 2022-2023, the Borough of Glen Ridge 

received a $10,000 grant from 

Sustainable Jersey for waste reduction 

outreach and education


