SUSTAINABILITY

SUMMIT

Food Waste Management: Ne
State Requirements & Loca Q\
Program Spotlights 2’

Friday, May 15, 2026
Bell Theater | 3:00pm T 4:00pm



1. NJDEP Food Waste Law Update i Amy Entin,
Program Specialist 1, Bureau of Solid Waste Planning \/
and Licensing CE—

2. Local Spotlight: Ridgewood Food Waste Program i V
Sean Hamlin, Recycling Coordinator V

3. Local Spotlight: Glen Ridge Food Waste Program 1
LoriJean Moody, Councilwoman




Municipal Waste Actions

General

Recycling

Reduction

APrescription Drug
Safety & Disposal

ARecycling & Waste
Reduction
Education &
Compliance

A Litter Prevention
Education &
Compliance

A Commercial & Institutional

A Community Paper
Shredding Day

A Construction & Demolition
Waste

AFood Waste

AHousehold Hazardous
Waste

ANon-Mandated Materials
ARecycling Depot

A Backyard Composting
Program

A Grassi Cutlt &
Leave It

A Materials Reuse
Program

A Pay-As-You-Throw
Program

A Waste Audit of
Municipal or School
Buildings

Food Category: Promoting Safe Food Donation for Food Security
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Municipal Waste

Action Approvals

1,146 178

Actions Municipalities
Approved Approved

99%

Certified
Municipalities
Approved

-s current as of 2/25/26







Food Waste
Recycling Rules

(N.J.A.C. 7:26K)

Authorizing Statute:
Food Waste Recycling and Food

Wasteto-Energy Production Law
(N.J.S.A. 13:1E99.122)

U Large food waste generators are required to
source separate and recycle food waste If:

U They generate an average projected volume of 52
tons of food waste or more per year

U They are located within 25 road miles of an
authorized food waste recycling facility

U Rules adopted September 2, 2025



Who Is a Large Food Waste Generator?
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*Does not include any interstate carrier conducting interstate transportation operations in thespostity area of an internatnal airport



Food Waste Definition

- -
E Waste f_rom processing and [I]] Overripe produce \‘ Trimmings from food
packaging operations (o g

Packaged food waste

Used cooking fats, oll, @ Expired and damaged " products and palletized
(TEN and grease grocery goods CQ materials that fit any of
these categories

Does not include :

A Plate waste, also known as post-consumer waste
A Food donated by the generator for human consumption




A

Food Waste
Recycling
Methods

P

Sending food waste to an authorized food
waste recycling facility

Treating or recycling food waste through
enclosed composting, aerobic digestion, or
anaerobic digestion onsite

Sending food waste to a person authorized to
accept it for an agricultural purpose

Any other method of recycling/reuse of food
waste, as authorized by DEP



Large food waste generator forms:

AAnnual ReportingRequired by April 30th)

Food Waste

APetition for Waivel(Optional)

Recycling Forms

ARequest for AuthorizatiotOptional)



https://dep.nj.gov/online/

County Planning

—T



New Jersey Food Waste Law P.L.
2025, c.228

Passed by Former Governor Murphy on January 12, 2026.

strategy for reducing the amount of food waste generated by 50% by

Each solid waste management district must develop and implement a
2035. The base numbers for calculation will use 2022 figures.

Each solid waste district must include their strategies in their District
Solid Waste Management Plans via administrative action (AA) and be
approved no later than January 12, 2028.

o



What Methods are Considered Food
Waste Generation Reduction?

Acceptable Methods Unacceptable
Methods:
A Food donation A Food sent to landfill,
iIncluding landfills that
A Composting collect and deliver gas

to gasto-energy
A Anaerobic digestion facilities.




A Prepare and post a list of
measures that solid waste
management districts can
adopt to meet 50% target.

A Adopt rules and regulations
creating a tiered regulatory
structure for organic waste
composting facilities.




EPA SWIFR Grant Project

LY HAHOX 59t 6l a | g NRSR FdzyRAy 3 T NI
Recycling (SWIFR) Grant. Tools currently in development are:



https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/wasted-food-scale

NJDEP Food Waste Reduction Tool Map

U Connects surplus edible food sources -~ B S B

with potential recipients. Includes: 4
U Generators/businesses/institutions ‘
U Donation outlets/food recovery orgs =
U Food waste recycling facilities N ’

Westminster

i Created by Stockton University through =~~~
the Recycling Enhancement Act Higher o B |
Education Grant :

NJDEP NJ Food Waste Reductidap Link



https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/ac8ce8bb55524201bc272121e5672fde

Focus group meeting series

U Establishing tiered permitting

Happening structure

NOW al DEP U Discussing potential amendments fc
Recycling Rules (7:26A)

U Exploring how to allow more outdoor, smaller

scale composting opportunities




Amy Entin

Program Specialist 1

Bureau of Solid Waste
Planning and Licensing

Erin Jensen

Environmental Specialist 3

Bureau of Solid Waste
Planning and Licensing

@) Amy.Entin@dep.nj.gov

Erin.Jensen@dep.nj.gov

https://dep.nj.gov/dshw/

Amy: 6099136757
D Erin: 6099405832

Like & follow ug

DOOD @newjerseydep (® @nj.dep


https://www.facebook.com/newjerseydep
https://twitter.com/NewJerseyDEP
https://www.instagram.com/nj.dep/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2C01lO4mVInYzqqwevFvSw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/newjerseydep
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= Food Waste Management:
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Gﬁgﬁm " 'FOOD SCRAP Ridgewood, NJ

COLLECTION CONTAINER

Sean Hamlin, Recycling Coordinator
Village of Ridgewood, Ridgewood, NJ
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About Us

e Population: 25,979
o Households: 8,903

o Municipal staff collectssolid
waste & recycling (dual stream)

e RecyclingCenteropen 5 days/wk

e Environmentally conscious
community

x 3&) A -

Ridgewood




Recycling Area 1
Yard Waste Area A

Your GUIDE to all

things GREEN! R | d g eWOO d
Waste Diversion

GYAVEIEEY)

e Appliances & Metals e E-Waste

e« Automobile Batteries e EPSPackaging

e« Book Donation e Food Scraps

e Clothing/textiles e Grass, Leaves, Brush

e Commingled Cans, Bottles,and o Inkjet & lasercartridges
Shelf Stable/Gable Topped o Mattress/Boxspring Recycling
Cartons e Rechargeable& Button cell

e Concrete Batteries

e Corrugated & Paper o Tires

e Christmas Tree Lights » Vegetable QOil

Recycling & Yard Waste
Collection SCHEDULES Enclosed

Ridgewood Recycling

Find uson
Facebook Ridgewood ’ Recycling
MANDATED BY STATE LAW AND VILLAGE

ORDINANCES NO. 2284, 2510, 2968, 2995 ng&w




Food Recycling
Program

e Initial Kick-off: March, 2021

e Program has grown to over 200
registered householdsconsisting of
more than 700residents

(Ridgewood [ ;




Organics
Cart -48
gallon

Storage Shed

Form Cent~

Application for Participation

Search Forms by:

By signing in or creating an a

Ridgewood, NJ Food Scrap Recycling Drop-Off Program

Thank you for your interest in Ridgewood's Food Scrap Recycling Drop-off Program! To get started:

Emall Address®

Phone Number*

Bucket Label&
Refrigerator

Extension

How many months of the year do you occupy this

Apt / Floor

Food Waste Recycling

te
YES

* ALL FOOD

* BEANS

* BONES

* BREAD

* COFFEE GROUNDS &
FILTERS

* DAIRY

* EGGSHELLS & EGGS

* FOOD-SOILED NAPKINS &
PAPER TOWELS

* FRUITS

* GRAINS

« TEA BAGS (NO STAPLES)
o VEGETABLES

NO

© ALUMINUM FOIL

© CHEMICALS

* COFFEE PODS

* COMPOSTABLE
PLASTICS (BAGS,
CUPS, UTENSILS, ETC.)

© DIAPERS

« FROZEN FOOD BOXES

* GLASS

© GREASE

« LIQUIDS

* METAL

© PET WASTE (INCLUDING
CAT LITTER)

© PLASTIC

© PLASTIC WRAP

* PRODUCE STICKERS

© STAPLES IN TEA BAGS

* STYROFOAM

© WAXED CARDBOARD

i
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Ridgewood (gl Recyc

Your Food
Going Back to jts

oo *."FOOD SCRAP

. .COLLECTION CONTAINER

70O PARTICIPATE,

g SCAN & APPLY

(Ridgewood

Recycling)

N

2025 Program
Addition

metroSTORF-Seriesi
Organics Cart Enclosures




March 2021-Mar2026




2021 1609.30

2022 2298.67

2023

2024

2025

2026 1072.83
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Recycling)

/2N
(Ridgewood .

$17,643 inTotal

Disposal Fees*
March 2021-Mar2026

*Regulatory challenges that impede
in-house management of collected
food scraps prevent us from saving
money at this time; however, the
information gained and lessons
learned along the way are invaluable.



%\ VILLAGE OF
¥ RIDGEWOOD GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS RESIDENTS HOW DO I... Search.
T

Garbage

Recycling

Food WasteReduction

My Services Lookup

We accept a limited number of Ridgewood households for participation in our DROPOFF food scrap recycling program on an ongoin:
basis. Participants z to accepted food scraps, but instead place them in an official program bucket and take
them to the recy ter each week. When at the center, participants simply drive up to our attendants. They will empty your
bucket and return it to you.

waSted FOOd scale Would you like to participate? To get st o

How to reduce the environmental impacts of wasted food 1) Interested nts submit an application (the application questions may help you to determine if this program is right for you)
2) We re! he application and respond to the resident
3) If accepted, the resident receives an official bucket, refrigerator magnet, and welcome brochure, That'

We try to promote © wos g i i
Prevent Wasted Food Send Down the Drain,
L] Produce, buy, and serve Landfill, or Incinerate
food waste reduction &
. Anaerobic Digestion :;7'"':’: Ss‘ox dR, . slio@ridoswondnnet |
increased food L e — 1
s & Y

a3¥y¥3434d LSOW

only what is needed with or without energy recovery ), S . Am.chTION
o —

Apply to

donation on our - .

O ——

I : = Anaerobic fon o 7 V&Y
We b S I te . L Digestion g, N dory ‘ e

E LESS FOOD |
with beneficial use of = d
digestate/biosolids , | (RESOURCES ) |

Ridgewood Recycling



Where do
we gofrom
here?

(Ridgewood ¢ .

SHORT TERM GOALS

A Add participants

A Increase Access Points

A Increase engagement with participants

A Apply for grants

A Develop partnerships

A Continued research and communication
with NJDEP

LONG TERM GOALS

A Look for ways to economically scale the
program



/2N
(Ridgewood . Recycling)
S Recyell Rgh

Contact Information

SEAN HAMLIN, RECYCLINGCOORDINATOR

shamlin@ridgewoodnj.net
(201) 670-5500 x6115



http://www.ridgewoodnj.net/169/RECYCLING
mailto:shamlin@ridgewoodnj.net

SUSTAINABILITY

SUMMIT

Glen Ridge Food Waste Initiativ S

May 2026
LoriJeane Moody, Councilwoman

Environmental S
Advisory
Committee




In 2022-2023, the Borough of Glen Ridge
received a $10,000 grant from
Sustainable Jersey for waste reduction
outreach and education




