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Stop the Toss: 
Preventing Litter in 
Our Communities



Agenda

1. Sustainable Jersey Overview & New Litter 

Prevention Education & Compliance Actionï

Samantha A. McGraw, Sustainable Jersey

2. New Jersey Clean Communities & ACUA 

Engagement in Litter Prevention ïRebecca 

Turygan, Atlantic County Utilities Authority

3. A Local Perspective ïAmy Menzel, Hammonton 

Green Team

4. Q&A



What is Sustainable Jersey?

A nonprofit organization that provides tools, 

training, technical assistance, financial 

incentives and recognition to support 

communities as they pursue sustainability 

programs.

$8.4 million in grants to municipalities and 

schools through the Sustainable Jersey Grants 

Program for sustainability initiatives. Learn more: 

sustainablejersey.com/grants

Actions
Tools, 

resources, 
guidance

Funding
Technical 

Assistance

Recognition

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/grants


Statistics

27,967
Actions 

Implemented

Sustainable Jersey

2009 
Program 
Started

83% 
Participating

91% 
Population

123 
Bronze

63 
Silver

6 Gold 
Stars

Sustainable Jersey for Schools

2014 
Program 
Started

67% 
Districts 

Participating

1,218 
Schools 

Registered

307 
Bronze

67 
Silver

48 Digital 
Schools 

Stars

Statistics current as of 2/3/25



Sustainable Jersey Actions

People

PlanetProsperity

Sustainable Jersey Brochure Sustainable Jersey for Schools Brochure



Municipal Waste Actions

General

ÅPrescription Drug 
Safety & Disposal*

ÅRecycling & Waste 
Reduction Education & 
Compliance

ÅLitter Prevention 
Education & Compliance 
*New 2025*

Recycling

ÅCommercial & 
Institutional

ÅCommunity Paper 
Shredding Day*

ÅConstruction & 
Demolition Waste

ÅFood Waste

ÅHousehold Hazardous 
Waste

ÅNon-Mandated 
Materials*

ÅRecycling Depot*

Reduction

ÅBackyard Composting 
Program

ÅGrass ïCut It & Leave It

ÅMaterials Reuse 
Program

ÅPay-As-You-Throw 
Program

ÅReusable Bag Education 
Program *Retires 
12/31/25*

ÅWaste Audit of Municipal 
or School Buildings

* Most popular actions



School Waste Actions

General

ÅWaste Audit (including 
Food Waste)

Recycling

ÅCampaign to Reduce 
School Food Waste

ÅFood Recovery -
Share Tables & 
Donation

ÅFood Service Training 
& Best Practices to 
Reduce Food Waste

ÅFood Waste 
Recycling or 
Composting*

Reduction

ÅDocument Recycling 
Rates

ÅMaterials Reuse*

ÅRecycling Non-
Mandated Materials*

* Most popular actions



Litter Prevention 
Education & 
Compliance 
Action



Action Overview

Å15 to 20 Points

ÅDevelop & implement comprehensive litter 

prevention education and compliance initiative 

ÅComplete litter assessment/strategy

ÅLitter ordinance that goes beyond NJDEP litter 

control ordinance and document enforcement 

methods

ÅLitter Data & Survey Form for one community 

cleanup

ÅRobust litter prevention education and outreach campaign that includes the posting 

of litter prevention/Clean Communities information on a municipal website page 



Litter Assessment/Strategy

ÅConvene a team.

ÅUnderstand/document 

how litter prevention 

works in the municipality.

ÅWhat is working well and 

what could be improved?

VComplete Litter 

Prevention Strategy 

Template



Litter Compliance
VDevelop & enforce 

municipal litter ordinance

ÅOrdinance must go beyond

the example litter ordinance 

provided by the NJDEP.

ÅModel ordinance available in 

action description. 

ÅInclude requirements for 

businesses, residents, and 

steps/duties of enforcement.

ÅConsider innovative 

approaches to enforcement!

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Waste_Management/Litter_Prevention/ModelLitterOrdinance.docx


Litter Education, Outreach & Cleanup

ÅRobust litter prevention education and 

outreach campaign that includes the 

posting of litter prevention/Clean 

Communities information on a 

municipal website page. 

ÅLitter Data & Survey Form for one 

community cleanup.

VProvide education & 

outreach at least 4 times

VLitter Data & Survey Form

VPost information on 

municipal website page



Additional 5 Points: RecycleCoach 
Clean Communities Package

ÅAdditional points for use of 

RecycleCoach ïClean Communities 

package



Stop the Toss: Preventing 
Litter in Our Communities

New Jersey Clean Communities & ACUA Engagement in Litter 
Prevention ςRebecca Turygan, Atlantic County Utilities Authority



Clean Communities Info

ÅStatewide, comprehensive, litter-abatement program 

ÅCreated by the Clean Communities Act in 1986

ÅFunding provided by placing a tax on 15 categories of businesses that may 
produce litter-generating products

ÅThe Clean Communities Program Fund generates about $ 20 million each year 
and is disbursed each year to municipalities (80%), counties (10%), state parks 
service (10%), and the New Jersey Clean Communities Council, Inc. ($375,000).



Clean Communities Grant Basics

ÅWhat can you use NJCCC grant funding for?
ÅLitter pickup and removal

ÅLitter-related education

ÅEnforcement of litter-related ordinances

ÅGraffiti abatement 

ÅUp to 25% of annual grant funds can be used for litter clean up related 
equipment purchases 

ÅUp to 25% of annual grant funds can be used for storm drain management 
activities.



Clean Communities Grant Basics

ÅDo you have to use all the funds?
ÅYes! 

Å18 month period (Jan 1-June 30)

Å6 month extensions must be requested in writing on letterhead to the 
NJCCC



Clean Communities Grant Basics



Clean Communities Resources



Clean Communities Resources



Clean Communities Resources

Njclean.org: Finding your County Coordinators



Clean Communities Resources

Njclean.org: Grant Guidelines & FAQs



Clean Communities Resources

ÅBest Practices Website



Clean Communities Resources

ÅBest Practices Website



Clean Communities Resources

ÅBest Practices Website



Clean Communities Resources

ÅBest Practices Website



Clean Communities Resources

ÅBest Practices Website: Other Resources
ÅVendor list

ÅGraphics/signs

ÅStormwater management

ÅSpecific litter items: balloons, cigarettes, etc

ÅPartner organizations



County Programs

ÅEvery county is different!

Å{ǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ !/¦!Ωǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ
ÅAdopt a Road

ÅOne Day Community Cleanups

ÅFall Litter Challenge

ÅVolunteer Appreciation events

ÅEducation staff that goes to schools, 

attends events, and does other outreach



County Programs

ÅMunicipal outreach
ÅMRC meetings also include Clean Communities

ÅProvide supplies, disposal, food and any other support as requested

ÅFunding for school assemblies and field trips 

ÅPost events on our website/social media

ÅAlways available to answer questions and provide feedback



County Programs



County Programs
aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΥ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ /!bΩ¢ Řƻ

ÅPlan municipal events-the town is responsible for picking dates/times/locations

ÅRecruit volunteers -needs to be primarily done by municipal leaders 

ÅSubmit statistical reports



County Programs
Recycle Coach
ÅMany counties have already purchased the Clean Communities package for Recycle Coach

ÅIncludes educational content and cleanup event announcements/registration



Next Steps
1. Sign up for Njclean.org newsletter



Next Steps
2. Reach out to your county coordinatorτsee how you can work 
together

3. Reach out to your community leadersτchurch groups, school 
coaches & teachers, Green Team Members, PAL program, Junior ROTC, 
Key Club, scouting groups, Chamber of Commerce, etc

4. Plan out your program goals & needs

-more/better containers to prevent litter?

-more enforcement?

-more education?

-more cleanup programs?

-updated equipment?



Questions? Rebecca Turygan

rturygan@acua.com



Stopthe Toss:

PreventingLitter in OurCommunities

A Local Perspective





What does your local 

Clean Communities 

Program

look like? 


