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Agenda
1. Audience Poll
2. Program Overview
3. Municipal Certification
4. Schools Certification
5. Grants Program
6. Q&A



Audience Poll: By a show of hands…

1. Are you affiliated with a municipality?  A school? Or 
another organization?

2. Who is new to the program?  Are any of you from a green 
team going through a revitalization?

3. How many of you have applied for a Sustainable Jersey 
grant in the past?

4. Is this anyone’s first time attending the Sustainability 
Summit?



What is Sustainable Jersey?
A nonprofit organization that provides tools, 
trainings and financial incentives to support 
communities as they pursue sustainability 
programs.

$8.4 million in grants to municipalities and schools 
through the Sustainable Jersey Grants Program for 
sustainability initiatives. Learn more: 
sustainablejersey.com/grants and
sustainablejerseyschools.com/grants/

Actions
Tools, 

resources, 
guidance

Funding

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/grants
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/grants/


Statistics

2009 
Program 
Started

83% 
Participating

91% 
Population

123 
Bronze

63 
Silver

6 Gold 
Stars

2014 
Program 
Started

67% 
Districts 

Participating

1,218 
Schools 

Registered

307 
Bronze

67 
Silver

48 Digital 
Schools 

Stars

Statistics current as of 2/3/25

Sustainable Jersey Sustainable Jersey for Schools

27,967
Actions 

Implemented



Certification Benefits

Save money. Get money.

Gain access to tools, training 
and expert guidance.

Prepare the next generation 
with the tools they need to 
save the planet.

Get recognized. Promote 
your town or school.

Conserve valuable 
resources. Protect 
the environment.

Create healthier learning 
and working environments.



Certification Requirements

• Total of at least 150 points
• Mandatory Green Team
• Implement 2 priority actions
• Actions completed in 6 categories

• Total of at least 350 points
• Mandatory Green Team
• Implement 3 priority actions
• Actions completed in 8 categories



Gold Star Standard
All certified municipalities are eligible to earn Gold 
Star recognition for reaching high levels of 
achievement in key dimensions of sustainability.

All standards require the completion of base 
certification actions, AND the Gold Star action(s)

Learn more: sustainablejersey.com/actions/gold-
star-standards/

Energy

Health

Water

Climate Readiness

Learn more at the 
1:45-2:45pm 
Drop-In Session 
in the Cube Rm

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/gold-star-standards/


Digital Schools Star Recognition

2024 Digital Schools Star Recipients

• Recognizes schools that embrace effective 
digital learning and communication tools, 
resources, and practices

• Builds on legacy of Future Ready Schools 

• Districts and schools complete requirements 
as part of the certification application

• Schools submit their own Digital Schools 
Star application (single action with checklist) 

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/digital
-schools-program/digital-schools-star-recognition/

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/digital-schools-program/digital-schools-star-recognition/


2025 Certification Cycles
Municipal Certification

First Round Second Round Third Round
Submission Deadline February 23 May 16 July 31
Return Date Early April Mid June Late September

School Certification
First Round Second Round Third Round

Submission Deadline January 13 March 24 June 12
Return Date Late February Early May Late August



Getting Started 
with Municipal 
Certification



Getting Started - FAQs
FAQs page provides answers to 
many frequently asked questions 
about registration, certification, and 
the grants program.

sustainablejersey.com/about/faqs

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/about/faqs/


Registration
1. To join Sustainable Jersey, the 

municipal governing body will need to 
pass a resolution to participate.

2. Designated representative signs up for 
an account & submits registration.

3. Once registration is approved, access 
given to Municipal Dashboard & 
certification application.

4. Registration never expires.

sustainablejersey.com/certification/regist
ration-overview/

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/certification/registration-overview/


Establish your 
Green Team
• Leads and coordinates the 

sustainability activities of the 
community

• Develops plans, implements 
programs, and assists with 
educational opportunities that support 
the creation of a sustainable 
community 

• Diverse group of members 
encouraged



Green Team 
Cont’d.
• Aspire to create a team representing 

the demographics of the town
• Can be part of an existing group, like 

an Environmental Commission

Learn more about green teams: 
sustainablejersey.com/resources/gree
n-team-resources/what-is-a-green-
team/

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/resources/green-team-resources/what-is-a-green-team/


Certification Timeline
• Three rounds of submission & review.

• Recommended to submit in first and/or second rounds to gain feedback on 
application prior to final deadline.

• Certified municipalities recognized at Sustainable Jersey Annual Luncheon at NJLM 
Conference in November.

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/certification/2025-certification-cycle/

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/certification/2025-certification-cycle/


Actions
1. Review menu of actions on 

website or in the Master Action 
Tracking Spreadsheet.

2. Check Program Updates page for 
new & updated actions.

3. Talk with green team members to 
identify interests and assign 
actions to work on.

sustainablejersey.com/actions

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/


Actions
4. Review action description for 
helpful guidance.

5. Meet with municipal 
representatives to determine what 
actions may already be complete.

sustainablejersey.com/actions
Important: Review 

action sections before 
starting work

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/


Green Team Resources
1. What is a Green Team?

a. Information about forming your 
green team & sample docs.

2. Working on Certification
a. Master Action Tracking Spreadsheet
b. Application User Guide
c. Certification-specific webinar 

recordings & presentations
d. Crossing the Finish Line Webinar 

– identifies low-hanging fruit actions 
to consider including in your 
application.

sustainablejersey.com/resources/green-
team-resources/working-on-certification/

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/resources/green-team-resources/working-on-certification/


Webinar 
Recordings
• Webinars on different action topics 

available to view at your 
convenience.

• Presentations from other 
conferences available as well under 
the general Presentations page.

sustainablejersey.com/resources/presentatio
ns/webinars/

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/resources/presentations/webinars/


Regional Hubs
Ten hubs around the state to help green teams build capacity 
through training, best practices resources and networking. 
Learn more sustainablejersey.com/get-involved/

Benefits
• Peer mentoring
• Project collaboration
• Online communication platform
• Network of Leaders
• Quarterly Events
• Help Peers Get Certified
• Technical assistance & administrative support from SJ

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/get-involved/


Participants Map Search
Use the Participating Municipalities & Approved Actions (sustainablejersey.com/certification/search-
participating-municipalities-approved-actions) page to find examples of documentation from certified 
towns and connect with municipal green teams

Search by action
View certified towns 

approved for that action
View certification report for 

example documentation

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/certification/search-participating-municipalities-approved-actions/


Getting Started 
with School 
Certification



Getting Started
Registration

• Districts
– Board Resolution

• Schools
– Participation letter



Forming a Green Team

• District vs School

• Diverse green team 
members from different 
parts of the school

• Can be an existing 
school committee such 
as a wellness committee

Getting Started



Resources

FAQs

• Navigate to the FAQ 
page from the 
certification menu.



Resources
Certification Timeline

• Two review deadlines, 
followed by a final 
deadline.

• Follows a similar timeline 
each year.



Actions
Actions

• The only mandatory 
action is the Green 
Team.

• District Only vs School 
Only.

• Digital schools actions.



Actions
Actions

• What to look for:
– Look-back period
– What to do and how to do it
– What to submit to earn 

points for this action
– Resources 



Application
School Application

• District Only actions 
and actions claimed by 
the District will show 
up grey in school 
applications.

• District Only

• School Only



Resources

User Guide & Tracking 
Spreadsheet

• Navigate to the Resources 
menu, Green Team 
Resources, and then 
Working on Certification



Resources
Climate Change 
Education Resources

• Interdisciplinary units 
available for 
elementary & 
secondary



Resources

Webinar Recordings

• Navigate to the Resources 
menu, Presentations, 
Webinar Recordings



Use the Participating Districts & Schools (sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/search-
participating-districts-schools-approved-actions/) page to find examples of documentation from 
certified schools and connect with school green teams

Search by action
View certified schools approved 

for that action
View certification report for 

example documentation

Participants Map Search

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/search-participating-districts-schools-approved-actions/


Collaboration
Actions Municipalities & Schools Can Work on 
Together

• Anti-Idling Programs

• Community Education & Outreach

• Civic Stewardship Activities

• Community Asset Mapping

• Green Challenges

• Green Fairs

• Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety & 
Promotion Initiatives

• Safe Routes to School

• School Travel Plan for Biking & 
Walking

• Recycling Non-Mandated Materials

• Waste Audit



Resources & Support 

Registration 
process

Organizing 
your team

Using the 
application

Discussing 
strategy

Application 
feedback

An opportunity to get support at any step in the program.
Help Sessions



Jumpstart Your 
Certification 
with a Grant



• Offers $2,000-$20,000 grants to help complete program actions

• Since 2009, over $8.4 million awarded to fund over 1,450
sustainability projects

• 233 / 417 (56%) registered districts have received at least one 
school and/or district grant 

• 296 / 466 (64%) registered municipalities have received at least 
one grant 

• 50% of all funding is reserved for certified communities

Free program for participating schools and municipalities



Grants Page
• More information can be found at the 

Sustainable Jersey and Sustainable 
Jersey for Schools websites under 
the Grants page

− Current opportunities

− Grant application information

− Previous recipients and projects

All applications submitted via the 
funder-specific grants portal, NOT
the Sustainable Jersey websites

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/grants/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/grants/


Statistics current as of 10/27/22Statistics current as of 10/27/22

Annual Cycles *Contingent on receiving funding



Eligibility overview

Includes examples

Lists all application sections

Download templates

Grant application portal and 
account creation walkthrough



Eligibility
• New Jersey municipality or school/school 

district that is registered in Sustainable Jersey
− Registration is free and easy

− Follow the guidance here for schools/school 
districts and here for municipalities

• With an established green team
− Follow the guidance via the school and 

municipal green team action

− Can designate an existing group or use your 
project team as a starting point

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/registration-overview/
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/certification/registration-overview/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/1
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/1


Use of Funding
• Must be used for projects that could earn the municipality or school points in the 

Sustainable Jersey program

• $2,000 grants that can also be used to support the green team’s certification efforts 
by funding annual initiatives and promotional materials

• Eligible expenses include everything except

− Facilities/administrative (overhead) costs

− Reimbursement of a project that has already been completed

• If you are not sure if your project is eligible, do not hesitate to contact us to find out

NOTE: Some cycles have more specific requirements for funding usage























Energy Projects 
Energy Education, Conservation, 
or Behavioral Change Projects

• Includes green challenges that 
encourage residents to conserve 
energy and provides guidance on 
how to do so.

• Includes any kind of community 
education about renewable energy or 
what the municipality is doing to be 
more energy efficient.



EmPowered Schools
Free program for PK-12 students

• Provides support and resources to educate students in 
saving energy and money in their schools and homes

− Integrates STEAM principles through lesson plans, 
hands-on activities, and competitions

− Builds student leadership, critical thinking skills 
and data analysis skills needed for green careers

− Teacher stipend, tool kit, and branded apparel

− On average, schools can achieve electricity 
savings between 5 and 15 percent.



Energy Projects 
Electric Vehicle Charging Stations

• Must be paired with It NJDEP’s It Pay$ to 
Plug In Program or NJBPU’s Clean Fleet 
EV Program AND utility funding.

Electric Vehicle Purchases

• Must be paired with incentives, such as the 
ones mentioned above along with Direct 
Pay, and can include pursuit-class police 
vehicles and medium and heavy-duty EV’s.

Click here to check out DEP’s 
presentation of funding sources that 
includes funding for energy projects.

https://dep.nj.gov/wp-content/uploads/climatechange/docs/njdep-post-pcap-webinar-presentation.pdf


Purchasing Resource Center
In the pilot year, this tool is focused 
on purchasing key green technologies:

1. Electric vehicles (EVs)/Alternative Fuel 
Vehicles

2. Electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE)

Additional purchasing resources will be added
to the tool over time. 

The Purchasing Center will include products from 
vendors/companies in these spaces so you can 
drive sustainability forward with ease.

Bit.ly/PurchasingCenter

https://www.sust
ainablejersey.co
m/fileadmin/med
ia/Actions_and_
Certification/Acti
ons/Energy/EV_
Resource_page.
pdf

http://bit.ly/PurchasingCenter
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Energy/EV_Resource_page.pdf


IRS Direct Pay Tax Credits for Non-Profits

About Direct Pay
• All eligible projects receive tax credits (not competitive)
• Currently authorized for 10 years
• Entities file for tax credit when the project is completed

Eligible Projects Include
• Renewables – solar, geothermal, wind, etc.
• Electric vehicles 
• Electric vehicle charging infrastructure (limited)
• Microgrids
• Battery Storage
Full list of Direct Pay eligible tax credits at irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p5817g.pdf

Direct Pay can be used in combination with 
other funding sources, like NJBPU incentives.

Example

Lightweight EV $24,000
NJBPU Clean Fleet Grant  -$4,000
Direct Pay Tax Credit -$7,500
Total cost to entity              $12,500
Note: Total incentive can not exceed total project cost.

Disclaimer: This slide gives a general overview of some Inflation Reduction Act tax provisions for informational purposes only and is not meant to be tax guidance.

For more information, visit Sustainable Jersey’s Direct 
Pay Tax Credits page or view for the Sustainable Jersey 

April 2nd webinar on Direct Pay.

Direct Pay (Elective Pay), part of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), allows tax-exempt entities, including 
municipalities and school districts, to receive tax credits for clean energy projects. 

About Direct Pay

Eligible Projects Include

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p5817g.pdf
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/grants/direct-pay-tax-credits-for-municipalities-school-district-and-nonprofits/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3340102361540099679


Energy Projects 
Energy Efficiency 
Upgrades

• Energy audits and energy 
efficiency projects (i.e. 
lightning, furnaces, etc.) are 
NOT eligible

• Funding available through 
programs offered by 
NJCEP and utility 
companies



Sustainable Jersey Energy 
Technical Assistance 

Free Energy TA for Municipalities and Schools

• Assistance in understanding energy use in facilities and 
establishing an energy tracking and management 
process to track energy use and savings over time

• Guidance to take advantage of utility and New Jersey’s 
Clean Energy Program (NJCEP) incentives for facility 
energy efficiency upgrades

bit.ly/SJEnergyTARequestForm



PSE&G Partnership Program

• Municipalities who have PSE&G as both their gas and 
electric utility—special program with funding available

• Residential and commercial energy efficiency 
outreach programs

Sustainable Jersey Energy 
Technical Assistance 

Learn more at 
the 3-4pm 
Drop-In 
Session in the 
Electron Rm

Application 
Period 
Opening 
August 
2025



NJCEP New Incentives 
for All Communities

Also Interested in Residential –
Commercial Energy Efficiency?

Learn more at 
the 1:45-
2:45pm Drop-In 
Session in the 
Thesis Rm

https://www.njcleanenergy.com/

https://www.njcleanenergy.com/


Standard Grant Application
Grant Proposal Sections

• All Grant Applications Include:
– Project Title and Brief Description
– Action Plan and Timeline
– Budget Narrative
– Detailed Project Budget

There are templates available to help you quickly and easily complete each section 
of the application, such as the action plan & timeline and budget sections.

• Only 10k/20k Grant Applications Include:
– Project Team
– Community Engagement
– Project Impact and Evaluation



Green Team Documentation
• Currently certified municipalities/schools

DO NOT need to provide this information

• Otherwise, we need the following green 
team documentation:
– List of green team members
– Summary of green team activities

• If a green team was recently formed, you 
can submit your future plans in lieu of a 
summary of activities

Note: this documentation is not needed for the 
Sustainable Communities grant application



Grant Authorization Doc
• Upload a Grant Authorization Document in support of the grant project 

and application
– Municipalities must pass a resolution and schools have the additional option 

of submitting a letter from the principal, BA or superintendent
– Must specify the specific grants cycle you are applying in
– Must be signed and dated
– Can use the same documentation for grant applications within the same 

program year

This resolution is DIFFERENT than the resolution required to register in the 
Sustainable Jersey certification program OR to establish a green team. 



Application Tips
• Apply for both a small and a large grant 

– Can copy and paste information; just need to change the budget and action 
plan and timeline

• When deciding what project to apply for funding for, think outside the box!
– Choose projects that address a need in your community

– Find ways to make your project innovative, even if it is a more common project 
such as a garden—there are ways to make your project stand out

• Connect your project to your Sustainable Jersey certification efforts
– Explain how the grant will get you the last points needed to get certified

• Get started early—do not wait until the last minute to work on the app



Application Tips
• Pay attention to the evaluation criteria that aligns directly with the app sections

– While the criteria is always the same, the point totals often differ

• Include the community and stakeholders in as many of the steps to complete 
the project as possible, including the planning phase

– Invite residents, local businesses, and organizations

– Collaborate with your school/municipality and/or local non-profit and apply 
strategically

• Identify sources of in-kind donations of time, labor, and funding to show that 
your community has skin in the game

– Not required but always helps make your app more competitive



Cycle for Municipalities Located in Atlantic City Electric Service Territory
Applications Due Thursday, June 30

Join us for an informational webinar on May 19, 2025

Environmental Stewardship Grants

• Five (5) $5,000
Intended to help municipalities plan for, protect and 
improve public spaces such as local parks, natural 
areas, and recreation resources.

Resiliency Grants

• Two (2) $5,000 grants
Awarded for projects that enhance a 
municipality’s capacity to prevent and respond 
to catastrophic events and emergencies



Trees for Schools
Free program for NJ public school districts, 
colleges and universities

• Provides $4.5 million in funding to support 
planting and maintaining trees on school grounds

− Grants range from a minimum $10,000 to 
maximum $250,000—no match required

− Applications due on May 13

https://bit.ly/SJTreesforSchools

Learn more at the 
1:45-2:45pm 
Drop-In Session 
in the Electron 
Rm



Complete Streets Technical Assistance
• Provides free technical assistance 

municipalities served by NJTPA to 
advance complete streets.

− Bicycle Network Plan

− Complete Streets Community 
Workshop Walk Audit

− Complete and Green Streets Policy

• May include conceptual renderings and 
temporary demonstrations

• Free training and Demonstration 
Materials Lending Library

https://bit.ly/SJCompleteStreetsTA

https://bit.ly/SJCompleteStreetsTA


Learn more at the 
3:00-4:00pm 
Drop-In Session 
in the Cube Rm







JoAnna Contarino
Sustainable Jersey for Schools
Program Coordinator
schools@sustainablejersey.com
609-771-3427

Maureen Jones
Sustainable Jersey
Program Coordinator
info@sustainablejersey.com
609-771-2938

Kaitlyn Vollmer
Sustainable Jersey
Grants Program Manager
vollmerk@tcnj.edu
609-771-3189

Join Sustainable Jersey and/or 
Sustainable Jersey for Schools 

mailing list

Session slides will be available on sustainablejersey.com by 5/16.Thank You

mailto:schools@sustainablejersey.com
mailto:info@sustainablejersey.com
mailto:vollmerk@tcnj.edu
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