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.N_] Climate Education Policy: A Brief History

1971

1989

Enwiranmantal Education Alliance for Mew Jersey
Aot establishes district Environmental Education is
based environmental formed Begins to push faor
education programs and the a state lavel environmental
Enwvironmental Education aducation master plan
Council.

Sustainable Jersey for Schools
i& created. NJ begins to
participate in Green Ribbon
Schools with MJ Audubon as
lead partner. EcoSchools is

astablished by NWF.

Governor Kean convenas
the MNew Jarsey
Environmental Education
Commission to create and
implement the Plan of
Action

Environmental Education in
Mew Jersey: & Plan of
Action is released. The

Commission is reconvenad

by Govermor Florio.

MJDEP releases Environment as
an Integrating Context for
Learning grants. Governor Todd
‘Whitman's Earth Day Education
Funds support teacher
professional development.

First Lady Tammy Murphy meets
with MJ Student Learning
Standards revisions teams for
saven content areas to support
tha inclusion of climate change
aducation.

2020

MJ Environmental Education Act
created MJ's first interagency
workgroup. Environmental
contant is incleded in Science
and Social Studies core
curriculum content standards,

The revised MJ Student
Learning Standards faor
saven content areas
support cimate change
education are adopted.

Governor Murphy allocates
$5M to K-12 schools to
support cimate change
education and form the

Office of Climate Change

Education.

Remaining MJ Student
Learning Standards content
areas ([ELA and Math) are
adoptad with climate
change education
companion guides.




irst in the nation?

Il A we really the f

State-Level Legislation Concerning
K-12 Climate Change Education

James Elder | Campaign for Environmental Literacy
Anisa Heming | Center for Green Schools at the U.S. Green Building Council
Jacqueline Maley | Center for Green Schools at the U.S. Green Building Council

¥ Center for Green Schools
at the U.S. Green Building Council A _; ]
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Mapping the Landscape of K-12 Climate
Change Education Policy in the United States

Full Report
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I cducational jargon explained...

Turn & Talk:

Standards — describe what students
need to know and do.

“_
) =
) =
) =

* What is happening in
your community

Curriculum frameworks — provide

guidance about how to achieve the around Climate Change
standards. .
education?
— Curriculum — describe in specific ° HOW Would ou llke to
ﬂ'/f' detail what teachers should do to y

achieve the standards. see 1t eXpand?




| .Why Standards?

* Local governance statutes

* Situates learning in formal
educational arena

* Promotes interdisciplinary
learning

* Supports equitable
engagement and workforce
development




I .Climate Change Education in New Jersey

N~

-

Prepare students to understand:

* How and why climate change
happens.

* The impact it has on our local and
global communities.

« How to act in informed and
sustainable ways.




I .Climate Change Impacts in New Jersey 0

e i e e Turn & Talk: O

 Which of these
impacts do you
experience 1n
your
community?

Decreased Extreme Decreased ° Are there
different

WI £) P impacts in the
AL AR il community you
- » serve?

Water Quality Weather Drought Air Quality

g

\

Photo credits: New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection




I .Standards-Based across Multiple Content Areas:

Visual & artists

Performing

economists

entrepreneurs urban planners

Career
Readiness Lifg
Literacies Ke
Skills

Comput
Science /

Social Studies

World
Languages

anthropologists

data analysts

epidemiologists
Health &

Physical
Education

policy makers




I.N]DOE Key Elements &

. NEXT GENERATION

““SCIENCE

. j STANDARDS

1. Grounded in climate
science.




I .NJDOE Key Elements o

2. Developmentally
appropriate.




I .What is developmentally appropriate? 3

Next Generation Science Standards

Grade Band
Disciplinary Core Idea

ESS3.D Global Climate Change
K-2 3-5 6-8

N/A  N/A Human activities affect global
warming. Decisions to reduce
the impact of global warming
depend on understanding
climate science, engineering
capabilities, and social
dynamics.

9-12

Global climate models used to
predict changes

continue to be improved, although
discoveries

about the global climate system are
ongoing and

continually needed.

A Framework for K-12 Science Education. National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. 2012. A Framework for K-12 Science Educatiqn:

Practices, Crosscutting

Concepts, and Core Ideas. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press. https://doi.org/10.17226/13165.



I.N]DOE Key Elements \

3.

NSV
Interdisciplinary —

Incorporates
performance
expectations for four
content areas and
provides a means to
assess all four.



I.N]DOE Key Elements W

4. Standards-based —
addresses specific,
grade-appropriate
standards.



I.N]DOE Key Elements .

5. Place-based —
engages students in
learning about local
issues in and with
their community.

Sobel, D. (2005). Place-based education: connecting classrooms & communities (2nd ed). Orion Society.




Oriented

101N-

Act
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| .N]DOE Key Elements



Comprehensive Health and Physical Education
Climate Change Performance Expectations

Core Ideas Performance Expectations

¢ 2.1.2.CHSS.4: Describe how climate change affects the
health of individuals, plants and animals.

People in the community work to keep us safe.

Community professionals and school ¢ 2.1.5.CHSS.2: Describe how business, non-profit
personnel are available to assist and address organizations, and individuals can work cooperatively to
health emergencies as well as provide reliable  address health problems that are affected by global issues,
information. including climate change.

Advocacy for personal, family, community, and e 2.1.8.CHSS.7: Collaborate with other students to
global health can influence and change the develop a strategy to address health issues related to
interaction of people and their health. climate change.

Local, state, and global advocacy organizations e 2.1.12.CHSS.8: Investigate how local, state, and global
provide accurate and reliable resources and agencies are addressing health issues caused by climate
strategies designed to address common health  change and share this information in an appropriate
and social issues setting.




| .Challenges ¢

Politicization of
climate literacy
and learning

Foundational Structural
science literacy constraints

Tempo

) Cohesion
mismatch




| .Opportunities

FY 24 Expanding Access Climate Grants Y/

oClimate Change Education Learning Collaboratives
oTeacher learning
oCross sector collaboration
oNetwork development

oClimate Change Interdisciplinary Units & Climate Resiliency Projects
oTeacher collaboration
oInterdisciplinary learning (for students AND teachers)

oCommunity engagement




18 Opportunities .
\,/

* Growing coalitions
» Stakeholder feedback

* Increasing student access
to careers in Green and
Blue Economies through
Career and Technical
Education




I .Thank You! ,

New Jersey Department of Education Website NS/

http://www.state.nj.us/education/

Sarah Sterling-Laldee, Senior Advisor, Climate Change Education, ssterlin@doe.nj.gov

Follow Us!
Facebook: Twitter: Instagram:

@njdeptofed @New]JerseyDOE @New]JerseyDoe



mailto:ssterlin@doe.nj.gov
https://www.facebook.com/njdeptofed/
https://twitter.com/NewJerseyDOE
https://www.instagram.com/newjerseydoe/

NJ Office of the Food
security advocate (OFSA)




OFSA Work Goals & Strategies

OFSA works as a convener and collaborator within the state
government as well as the spectrum of entities in the food
system. The activities of the office are focused on three

buckets of work:

Informing policy through Collaborating with Organizing local

research and community philanthropy organizations
listening. to create aligned goals. to break down siloes.



“Food security (is) a situation that exists when

ALL PEOPLE,

5 e AT ALL TIMES, nave

- EKEMIETEDE -~ . PHYSICAL, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC ACCESS ¢
- [ SUFFICIENT,

for an active and healthy life.”

High Level Panel of Experts (2020); Committee on World Food Security



4 h

Sufficient and nutritious food
physically present in the
environment

Availability

Food deserts, high cost of

living environments, store
proximity

4 h

Reliable supply of foods over
time to mitigate shocks in the
near or immediate future

Stability

Market fluctuation, conflict,

-

\ natural disaster /

\_

~

Access

Resources a household must
obtain for appropriate and

nutritious foods

Finances, transportation,

social network

/

-

~

Agency

Capacity of individuals and
groups to make decisions
about, and participate in,

food systems

Labeling and nutritional info,

4 h

Intake of sufficient and safe
food to meet nutritional
needs

Utilization

Food storage, dietary needs

participatory research

\ (medical, demographic) /

Food system practices that
ensure food needs of the
present are met without
compromising the future

Sustainability

Diet sustainability, ecosystem

stability, food waste




Michigan Center for Sustainable Systems

»

K-12 STEM RESOURCES »

— AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES »

— BIODIVERSITY »

—— CARBON FOOTPRINT »

— CITIES »

— CLIMATE CHANGE »

— ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE »

— FOOD »

— GREENIT »

— MATERIAL USE »

— MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE »

PERSONAL TRANSPORTATION
»

— RENEWABLE ENERGY »
— RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS »

U.S. WATER SUPPLY AND
DISTRIBUTION »

— WASTEWATER »

Videos:
The Carbon Footprint Of A Sandwich

Grade Level: 3-8

s =
g e Duration: 3 minutes 5 seconds
HOW YOURISANDWICH

CHANGED'THE WORLD Description: This video from NPR's Skunk Bear

_— - traces the carbon footprint of a BLT. Through this
engaging video, students will learn how a simple
sandwich impacts the planet.

Kids Go Green: Reducing Food Waste

Grade Level:K -5

> . Duration: 1 minute 54 seconds
’ A Description: This video animation from WNET
of P ) 'U' discusses the environmental consequences of food

waste. Additionally, students will learn ways they
can decrease the food waste that they produce.

Vermicomposting: How worms can reduce our waste -
Matthew Ross

Grade Level: 6-12
= Duration: 4 minutes 29 seconds
/ Description: This video animation from TED-Ed by

K-12 STEM educational
resources on agriculture,
food systems, and healthy
eating

Videos
Podcasts
Games/Activities

https://css.umich.edu/page/sustainability-resources-teachers-food



The SNAP Café and Hunger Museum

Build a complete meal and see if SNAP benefits would  Visit a virtual museum on hunger and related policies.
be sufficient to financially afford it: Schedule a field trip!

https://hungermuseum.org/create-a-meal-in-the-snap-cafe/ https://hungermuseum.org

The SNAP Café:
Create your meal

GRAIN Select the foods you would want to eat. Make sure
there is one food from each group on the right. Check
out when you're ready!
PROTEIN
VEGETABLES — GRAB A PLATE
DAIRY
FRUIT



https://hungermuseum.org/create-a-meal-in-the-snap-cafe/
https://hungermuseum.org/

Culminating Project

Johns Ho P kins v Food Citizen Action Project
FoodSpan

Free, downloadable A= I?l
curriculum provides high | ] .' ™ ¥
school students with a deep
understanding of critical food

) B e il ey s yateet pecklie e Qe ah ErarRadon S arikess
system Issues, empowers e R T e e
them to make healthy and
responsible food choices, T —
and encourages them to L. Ehoossafoodisystem problembaadiress

2. Describe any downstream effects of the problem on public health, society, and/or ecosystems

3. Identify factors that contribute to the problem, and choose at one factor that the intervention will act upon

b e CO m e a dvocates fo r fOOd 4. Design the intervention, including:

= an achievable goal (encourage students to keep it realistic)
SySte m C h a n ge . = specific action steps
Food span.org * how th? effef:ts of the |ntervent!on will be mea?ured .

5. Identify allies who could help implement the intervention

6. Anticipate potential barriers, including groups in opposition to the intervention, and how
they could be overcome



WHAT IS IT?
HOW CAN IT HELP
YOUR STUDENTS?

Summer EBT is a new and
permanent nutrition program that
provides $120 in benefits per
eligible child this summer. Summer
EBT is coming to NJ in June 2024.

WHERE CAN STUDENTS
USE IT?

The benefits can be used at places
that accept SNAP/EBT.



3 THINGS TO KNOW,
EDUCATORS’ &
SCHOOL ADMINS’ EDITION:

1. All eligible lower income
families can get Summer EBT
regardless of immigration status
and regardless of participation in
local summer feeding sites.




2. There are multiple paths to
eligibility. The key call-to-action is
for parents to contact their child’s

school to determine eligibility
and/or complete or update their

school meals application.

NJ

EBT




3a. NJASBO, the NJ School
Nutrition Association, NJASA and
NJDA Food and Nutrition are
among the many partners in NJ
Summer EBT outreach efforts.




3b. This means school business
administrators, food service
directors and superintendents in
each district are working to
appoint and equip school
personnel to respond to parents’
E BT inquiries. Watch for specific
details from your school

leadership team.

Learn more: NJ.gov/SummerEBT



OFFICE OF THE
FOOD SECURITY
ADVOCATE

N]

Thank you!

Dr. Jenny Schrum, Research & Evaluation Manager:
Jennifer.Schrum@ag.nj.gov



mailto:Jennifer.schrum@ag.nj.gov
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Our vision is to inspire every
student and community to
embrace a sustainable local food
and farm culture that fosters child
health, supports resilient farms,
and strengthens interconnected
communities.

Source: Vermont Feed



Source: Vermont Feed
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Field Trips
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Best of NJ Farm to School Award
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Resources

N7
JERSEY

NJ Farm to School Website mm

Farm to School Coordinator - Nicole.Broadwater@ag.nj.gov



Questions?




UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

EARNING YOUR DIGITAL SCHOOLS STAR: TIPS FOR SUCCESS WEBINAR

This webinar offers an overview of the Digital Schools program, insights and examples
of ways to improve digital school action submissions and earn points to atftain Digital
Schools Star recognition. The informational webinar will be held on

Wednesday, May 8, 2024, 3:30pm-4:30pm.
Register: bit.ly/4dhd|91
2024 MUNICIPAL CERTIFICATION CYCLE

The next deadline to apply for certification is Friday, May 10, 2024. The final
application deadline is Wednesday, July 31, 2024. View the full cycle timeline
on the 2024 Certification Cycle page.

Learn More: bit.ly/5J2024CertCycle

NJBPU’S COMMUNITY ENERGY PLANNING GRANTS

The New Jersey Board of Public Utilities is offering a new round of Community Energy
Plan Grants for all New Jersey municipalities.

Application Deadline: Friday, May 24, 2024

Learn More: bit.ly/3WemAt7

TRI-COUNTY SUSTAINABILITY GENERAL MEETINGS

This Sustainable Jersey Regional Hub will host virtual meetings on a variety of
sustainability topics throughout the year. The next meeting is
Tuesday, May 28, 2024, 7:00pm-8:00pm.

Learn More: bit.ly/Tri-CountySustainability

O

(@)

2024 SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT PROGRAM

Atlantic City Electric is contributing $35,000 to support municipal environmental stewardship
and resiliency projects within its service territory. Join us for an informational webinar on
Monday, May 13 from 1:00pm-2:00pm to learn more about the program and how to use
the online application portal.

Application Deadline: Thursday, June 27, 2024

Learn More: bit.ly/SustainableCommunitiesGrantProgram

2024 SCHOOL CERTIFICATION CYCLE

The final deadline to apply for certification and Digital Schools Star Recognition is
Thursday, June 13, 2024. View the full cycle timeline on the 2024 Certification Cycle page.

Learn More: bit.ly/5J52024CertCycle

HOW TO ADOPT OR UPDATE A COMPLETE AND GREEN STREETS POLICY WEBINAR

Save the date! Join a one-hour walkthrough on how to create your own model municipal
Complete and Green Streets Policy, brought to you by the Voorhees Transportation Center at
Rutgers University, Sustainable Jersey, the New Jersey Department of Transportation, and the
North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority, on Tuesday, September 17, 2024,
12:00pm-1:00pm. Registration information coming soon. Follow-up Open House Q&A for
attendees to be held virtually on Wednesday, October 30, 2024 from 3:00pm-5:00pm.
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" Future, one SEM°

QR CODE INSTRUCTIONS:

1.0pen the Camera app on your phone.

2.Hold your phone so that the QR code appears in view.
3.Tap the notification to open the link.

4.You MUST Sign out to receive CEU credits.

WIFI INFORMATION: 2 Open Networks
1.sustainablenj: Ballroom, GS3, Nonprofit Exhibit area
2.Bell_Works_Conf_Center: Bell Theatre & Conference
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Rosalie Morillo

Program Manager School Content & Spe
Sustainable Jersey
Crespo5@tcnj.edu

Session slides will be available on sustainablejersey.com by 5/10.
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