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Sustainable Jersey & 
Sustainable Jersey for Schools 

Resources



Program Website Pages
Municipal Website – Resources Page School Website – Resources Page



Action Descriptions
Municipal Website School Website



Collaboration
Actions Municipalities & Schools Can Work on 
Together

• Anti-Idling Programs

• Community Education & Outreach

• Civic Stewardship Activities

• Community Asset Mapping

• Green Challenges

• Green Fairs

• Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety & 
Promotion Initiatives

• Safe Routes to School

• School Travel Plan for Biking & 
Walking

• Recycling Non-Mandated Materials

• Waste Audit



Participants Map Search
Use the Participating Municipalities & Approved Actions (sustainablejersey.com/certification/search-
participating-municipalities-approved-actions) page to find examples of documentation from certified 
towns and connect with municipal green teams

Search by action
View certified towns approved for that 

action
View certification report for 

example documentation

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/certification/search-participating-municipalities-approved-actions/


Sustainable Jersey
Grant Program Resources



• Offers $2,000-$20,000 grants to help complete program actions

• Since 2009, over $7.4 million awarded to fund over 1,300
sustainability projects

• 202 / 383 (53%) registered districts have received at least one 
school and/or district grant 

• 277 / 464 (60%) registered municipalities have received at least 
one grant 

• 50% of all funding is reserved for certified communities

Free program for participating schools and municipalities



Eligibility
• New Jersey municipality or school/school 

district that is registered in Sustainable Jersey
− Registration is free and easy

− Follow the guidance here for schools/school 
districts and here for municipalities

• With an established green team
− Follow the guidance via the school and 

municipal green team action

− Can designate an existing group or use your 
project team as a starting point

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/registration-overview/
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/certification/registration-overview/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/1
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/1


Use of Funding
• Must be used for projects that could earn the municipality or school points in the 

Sustainable Jersey program

• $2,000 grants that can also be used to support the green team’s certification efforts 
by funding annual initiatives and promotional materials

• Eligible expenses include everything except

− Facilities/administrative (overhead) costs

− Reimbursement of a project that has already been completed

• If you are not sure if your project is eligible, do not hesitate to contact us to find out

NOTE: Some cycles have more specific requirements for funding usage



Energy Projects 
Energy Efficiency Upgrades

• Energy audits and energy efficiency projects (i.e. lightning, 
furnaces, etc.) are NOT eligible

Electric Vehicle Charging Stations

• EV charging station(s) installation projects are NOT eligible 

Electric Vehicle Purchases

• The purchase of electric vehicles (except for Class 4-8 medium and 
heavy-duty vehicles) is NOT an eligible project for this grants cycle.





Standard Grant Application
Grant Proposal Sections

• All Grant Applications Include:
– Project Title and Brief Description
– Action Plan and Timeline
– Budget Narrative
– Detailed Project Budget

There are templates available to help you quickly and easily complete each section 
of the application, such as the action plan & timeline and budget sections.

• Only 10k/20k Grant Applications Include:
– Project Team
– Community Engagement
– Project Impact and Evaluation



Green Team Documentation
• Currently certified municipalities/schools

DO NOT need to provide this information

• Otherwise, we need the following green 
team documentation:
– List of green team members
– Summary of green team activities

• If a green team was recently formed, you 
can submit your future plans in lieu of a 
summary of activities

• Note: this documentation is not needed for the 
Sustainable Communities grant application



Grant Authorization Doc
• Upload a Grant Authorization Document in support of the grant project 

and application
– Municipalities must pass a resolution and schools have the additional option 

of submitting a letter from the principal, BA or superintendent
– Must specify the specific grants cycle you are applying in
– Must be signed and dated
– Can use the same documentation for grant applications within the same 

program year

This resolution is DIFFERENT than the resolution required to register in the 
Sustainable Jersey certification program OR to establish a green team. 





Eligibility overview

Includes examples

Lists all application sections

Download templates

Grant application portal and 
account creation walkthrough



Other Organizations

New Jersey Sustainable 
Business Registry

• Green Business 
Recognition Program

New Jersey Institute of 
Technology & NJEDA

• Brownfields through the 
Technical Assistance to 
Brownfield Communities 
Program

Rutgers Cooperative 
Extension

• Community Gardens
• Green Infrastructure
• Water Conservation 

Education

Voorhees Transportation 
Center

• Complete Streets
• Bicycle and/or Pedestrian 

Plan
• Safe Routes to School
• School Travel Plan

Watershed Associations

• Water-related actions
• Private Well Outreach & 

Testing
• Stream Clean Ups

These are some of MANY organizations that can help with actions. View the 
Resources section of all actions for more information



Transportation 
Management 
Associations
Eight Transportation Management Associations 
(TMAs) that can assist with the Safe Routes to 
School, Anti-Idling Education and Enforcement, 
Smart Workplaces, bike/ped actions and other 
transportation-related actions.

Learn more and get contact information for 
each TMA on the North Jersey Transportation 
Planning Authority’s website.

Map image from New Jersey Transportation 
Planning Authority

https://www.njtpa.org/Projects-
Programs/Transportation-Management-

Associations-(TMAs)/programs-activities.aspx

https://www.njtpa.org/Projects-Programs/Transportation-Management-Associations-(TMAs)/programs-activities.aspx
https://www.njtpa.org/Projects-Programs/Transportation-Management-Associations-(TMAs)/programs-activities.aspx




54 Years of Education and Advocacy for NJ’s EC’s
Founded in 1969, the year after the enabling resolution was adopted in 1968 by the 
legislature to establish environmental commissions in municipalities by ordinance.

22 5/9/2023



ANJEC’s Mission

The mission of the Association of New Jersey 
Environmental Commissions (ANJEC) is to promote 
local action to protect and restore New Jersey's natural 
resources and ensure equitable, healthy communities. 
ANJEC advances its mission by engaging in diverse 
and inclusive practices through leadership, 
partnerships, education, advocacy for strong public 
policy and support of environmental commissions, 
public officials, and communities throughout New 
Jersey.

23 5/9/2023



• Resource Center – model ordinances, handbooks, manuals, and so much more

• Monthly virtual webinars and roundtable events 

• The quarterly ANJEC Report, plus the biweekly ANJEC News. a biweekly 
environmental news digest 

• The annual Fundamentals for Environmental Commissions Training offered each 
spring

• The annual Environmental Congress, our educational conference offered in October

Education to Empower EC Action

24 5/9/2023



Advocacy on NJ’s Most Critical Statewide 
Environmental Issues

ANJEC advocates for strong environmental policy 
in New Jersey.  ANJEC takes positions on statewide 
environmental issues and represents 
environmental commissions at the regional and 
state level.  Some recent examples of this work 
include the successful passage and 
implementation of the Plastic Pollution Reduction 
Act, passage of the Recycled Content bill, and 
establishment of the Environmental Justice Law.

Current policy focus:

• Packaging Product Stewardship Act - start getting 
producers to take responsibility for the full life 
cycle of their packaging

• Flood Hazard Protection Rule Adoption 

25 5/9/2023

Map of Plastic Ordinances Passed that led to PPRA



Open Space Stewardship Grants & Achievement Awards

ANJEC provided grant funding to 
help the Tinton Falls EC establish 
an Osprey Nest project.

West Orange EC created a 
pollinator garden with an 
apiary through an ANJEC 
grant.

Jen awarding a 
Mayor for his 
support of the 
EC.

Jen warding an EC chair for an outstanding project.

26 5/9/2023



Specialized Staff Expertise & Programs

Restoring Water Quality & 
Managing Stormwater Runoff

Ending Plastic Pollution

Advancing Environmental Justice

27 5/9/2023



Upcoming Education Events

Monthly webinars on a variety of topics.  Check out our YouTube Channel!

Climate Mini Series:
Wednesday May 10th, 7:00pm
Climate Change Impacts on NJ: Ocean Acidification & Sea Level Rise

Wednesday, May 31, 7:00pm
Offshore Research & Monitoring:  What we know and what we’re learning

Tuesday, June 20th, 7:00pm
Wind Project Updates – Orsted & Atlantic Shores

50th Annual Environmental Congress – Friday October 13th at Mercer County Community College

Sign up to receive our emails about upcoming events!

28 5/9/2023



Keep in Touch
Resource Center Help - info@anjec.org

@ANJECposts

@ANJECpage

@Anjecviews5871

29 5/9/2023



FoodCorps 
New Jersey
CONNECTING ALL KIDS TO 
THE JOY AND POWER OF FOOD



Our Mission
FoodCorps partners with schools and 
communities to nourish kids’ health, 
education, and sense of belonging. 

So that…
Every child, in every school, experiences 
the joy and power of food.

Our 3 Areas of Service

Hands On Learning

Nourishing School Meals

Schoolwide Culture of Health



Our Service Site Partners: 

● Greater Newark Conservancy (Newark Public Schools) 
● New Brunswick Public Schools 
● Jersey Fresh Farm to School Program, NJDA 
● Camden City School District
● Bridgeton Public School District 

Where We Serve in New Jersey



Food & Nutrition 
Healthy Food Choices Beyond the Cafeteria (10 Points) 

Service members in Camden 
serve Rainbow Smoothies to 
students and staff during school 
Wellness Fairs across the district. 

● Serving healthy options during 
student award ceremonies, 
parent-teacher conferences, BOE 
meetings, and other school-based 
events

● Supporting Wellness Committees
in creating and adhering to 
Wellness Policies

● Leading cooking classes/demos
with students as a reward or for 
celebrations



Food & Nutrition 
Promote Locally Grown Foods (10 Points) 

● Participating in Jersey Fresh Farm to School Week (annually during 
the last week of September), and Farm to School Month (annually 
during October) 

● Local Food for School Fundings (LFS) 
● Jersey Tastes! Harvest of the Month Program
● Local Incentive for the Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Program 
● Promoting Local Foods & Farmers in the cafeteria and on social 

media! 



Food & Nutrition 
School Gardens (10 Points) 

Hydroponic growing systems at Bridgeton High School.

FoodCorps Service Member, Bridgette Byrd, planting garlic with 
her students at Avon Avenue Elementary School in Newark, NJ. 

● Supporting indoor growing 
opportunities, such as aerogardens
and hydroponic growing systems

● Supporting outdoor growing 
opportunities such as raised beds and 
container gardens



Waste Management & Recycling 
Food Waste Management (15 Points) 

Results of the Food Waste Audit service members 
conducted across 3 schools in Camden this year. 

Lessons and activities about 
Composting & Worm Bins!



Student & Community Outreach 
Enrichment Programs Through Partnership (10 Points) 

RWJ’s Wellness on Wheels (aka 
the “WOW” bus) came to 
McKinley Elementary School in 
New Brunswick to teach 
students about sugar 
consumption and made Banana 
Breakfast Smoothies with the 
whole school! 

America’s Grow a Row came to 
Paul Robeson Elementary 

School in New Brunswick to 
lead a Pollinator Assembly and 

taught students about the 
importance of bees for our food 

system! 



Student & Community Outreach 
Green Challenges (10 Points) 

● “Meatless Mondays” in the cafeteria

● Compost Challenge – classes/grades compete to see who can 
compost the most organic waste

● Pollinator Challenge – classes/grades compete to plant the 
most pollinators at school/in their community 

● Tasty Challenge – classes/grades compete to try the most new 
fruits and vegetables each week 

● Reuse/Recycle Challenge – classes/grades compete to practice 
consistent ways of reusing and recycling materials

● March Snackness – classes/grades compete to create the 
healthiest snack recipe!  



Student & Community Outreach 
Green Fairs (10 Points) 

New Jersey Department of Agriculture’s Jersey 
Fresh Farm to School team serving apple 

butter made with local apples! 

Java’s Compost, a local compost 
business, teaching kids about 

worms!



Student & Community Outreach 
“Green” Your Green Fair or School Event (10 Points) 

New Jersey hydroponic farmer, Desmond 
Hayes of Geogreens, tabling the 

Free Farmers Market.

Whitsons Food Service 
Management Company serving 
fresh tacos with local beef and 
locally procured toppings. 



Student Learning 
Education for Sustainability in Grades K-5 (5 Points each)

FoodCorps’ 96 Lesson 
Plans are aligned with 
NGSS and Common Core 
across subject areas and 
are available for free 
online! 



FoodCorps’ Tools and Resources
42



96 FoodCorps Lessons 
Aligned with Next Generation Science Standards and Common Core





Tools, Resources, and Learning



Taste Test Guidebook



Recipe Book 



Our Cafeteria Project Guidebook



And more on our website! 



This year’s FoodCorps New Jersey cohort of service members! 

Apply to Serve with 
FoodCorps New Jersey!

● Stipend: 
$33,000 for the full service term

● Segal Education Award: 
An award of $6,895, available after 
completion of your service term, for 
repaying qualified student loans 
and paying current educational 
expenses at eligible institutions of 
higher education and training 
programs

● Health Insurance: 
Health, dental, and vision coverage

● Professional Development: 
A year’s worth of trainings—and a 
passionate community of peers—to 
prepare you for a career in food 
education, school nutrition, policy, 
or another relevant field



Contact me at:
hayley.klein@foodcorps.org

All resources can be found on our website:
foodcorps.org 

Follow us on Social Media!

mailto:hayley.klein@foodcorps.org


Bringing Wellness 
to Your Community 

with the
Mayors Wellness Campaign



New Jersey Health Care Quality Institute

• Our mission is to improve the safety, 
quality, and affordability of health care 
for everyone.

53



Mayors Wellness Campaign (MWC)

• 400+ communities

• The MWC gives mayors and community 
leaders evidence-based tools and guidance 
to improve the health and wellness of their 
communities to help their residents live their 
healthiest lives. 

54



Why Participate in the Mayors Wellness Campaign?

Benefits include:

 Support and technical assistance 
 Strategies and tools
 MWC Quarterly Newsletter
 Connections to local partners
 Press kits
 Networking
 Information on funding opportunities
 Opportunity to receive a ‘Healthy Town’ designation

55



MWC Healthy Town Designations 56

Towns can be awarded one of three designations:



2022 Designations 57



Mayors Wellness Campaign and Sustainable Jersey 58



Healthy Town Programs

59



Mayors Wellness Campaign Resources

EVIDENCE-BASED TOOLS TO BUILD HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES

60



Mental Health Initiative 61

• Development of a Mental Health Toolkit
• Mental Health First Aid Trainings for community partners
• Access to experts in the field to bring training and education to residents 
• Community technical assistance



MWC Campaign – Upcoming Event 62

Date: Friday, June 16
Time: 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 

Location: RWJ Fitness & Wellness Center 3100 Quakerbridge Rd, Hamilton Township 

Each participating municipality will be entered in a drawing receive funding and technical 
assistance from WellCare of NJ's Community Connections Community Impact Grant to leverage 

data to support community health work.
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Thank You
Julie DeSimone, Director of Community Health 

jdesimone@njhcqi.org

www.njhcqi.org | info@njhcqi.org 
O: 609-452-5980 | F: 609-452-5983

Princeton, NJ 08540





Statewide Structure

Sussex, Passaic, Warren, Bergen, Morris, 
Essex and Hudson

Hunterdon, Somerset, Union, Middlesex, 
Mercer, Monmouth and Ocean

Burlington, Camden, Atlantic, Gloucester, 
Salem, Cumberland and Cape May

North   
Center for Prevention & Counseling 

Central
New Jersey Prevention Network 

South 
Atlantic Prevention Resources

Statewide
Southern NJ Perinatal Cooperative 

Statewide 
Training Partner

Partners in Prevention
Lindsey Meyer Teen Institute 



TFHNJ Initiatives 



◎ *add image of sign 
Tobacco Free 
Community
Designation 



Montgomery Township 
was the first community to 
receive the Tobacco Free 
Community Designation. 

Tobacco Free Towns



Adopting a workplace or 
municipal policy can 
help a municipality earn 
the Tobacco Free 
Community Designation.



Available Resources





Thank You

Session slides will be available on sustainablejersey.com by 5/12.

Elise McGaughran

Tobacco Free for a Healthy NJ

elise@centerforprevention.org 

Samantha McGraw

Sustainable Jersey 
Certification Program

mcrgraws@tcnj.edu

Amanda Brockwell

Association of New 
Jersey Environmental 
Commissions

abrockwell@anjec.org

Hayley Klein

FoodCorps

hayley.klein@foodcorps.org

Julie DeSimone

NJ Health Care Quality Institute

hayley.klein@foodcorps.org

Kaitlyn Vollmer

Sustainable Jersey 
Grants Program

vollmerk@tcnj.edu



SUSTAINABLE JERSEY TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Sustainable Jersey staff can help your municipality or school district identify 
and apply for incentives that lower energy usage in your facilities and save 
money.

Email info@sustainablejersey.com to learn about current technical 
assistance options open to your school or municipality.

For more information please visit: bit.ly/EnergyTAforMunisandSchools

2023 MUNICIPAL CERTIFICATION CYCLE

The next deadline to apply for certification is May 12, 2023. The final 
application deadline is July 27, 2023. View the full cycle timeline on the 2023 
Certification Cycle page.

For more information please visit: bit.ly/MuniCertCycle

2023 SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT PROGRAM

Atlantic City Electric and Sustainable Jersey are pleased to offer $50,000 to 
support municipal environmental stewardship and resiliency projects in 
Atlantic City Electric’s service territory. Municipalities are encouraged to work 
with local organizations on applications, which are due June 29, 2023. An 
informational webinar will be held on May 15, 2023 from 1:00pm - 2:00pm.

For more information please visit: 
http://www.bit.ly/SustainableCommunitiesGrantProgram

TRI-COUNTY SUSTAINABILITY GENERAL MEETINGS

This Sustainable Jersey Regional Hub will host virtual meetings on a variety of 
sustainability topics throughout the year. The next meeting is May 31, 2023 from 
7:00pm - 8:00pm.

For more information please visit: http://www.bit.ly/Tri-CountySustainability

2023 SCHOOL CERTIFICATION CYCLE

The final deadline to apply for certification and Digital Schools Star Recognition is 
June 15, 2023. View the full cycle timeline on the 2023 Certification Cycle page.

For more information please visit: http://www.bit.ly/SchoolsCertCycle

TREES FOR SCHOOLS PROGRAM, TREE-PLANTING GRANTS FOR NJ 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS, COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

The Trees for Schools program will provide $2.5 million in grants to New Jersey 
public school districts, county colleges and state colleges and universities to fund 
the planting of trees on campuses across New Jersey. Competitive grants of 
$10,000 to $500,000 will fund costs associated with planning, site preparation, 
trees, planting, watering, monitoring and related expenses over a three-year 
period. Applications are due on July 13, 2023, for spring 2024 plantings. An 
informational webinar will be held on May 18, 2023 from 3:00pm - 4:30pm. The 
Trees for Schools program is a collaboration of the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection, The College of New Jersey and Sustainable Jersey.

For more information please visit: bit.ly/TreesforSchools

Upcoming Events and Opportunities

mailto:info@sustainablejersey.com
http://www.bit.ly/EnergyTAforMunisandSchools
http://www.bit.ly/MuniCertCycle
http://www.bit.ly/SustainableCommunitiesGrantProgram
http://www.bit.ly/Tri-CountySustainability
http://www.bit.ly/SchoolsCertCycle
http://www.bit.ly/TreesforSchools


Sustainable Jersey Underwriters and Sponsors
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