
IG: Sustainable_Jersey | Twitter: @SJ_Program and @SJ_Schools | FB: @SustainableJersey | LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

June 24, 2022

Creating a Sustainable Energy 
Community through Community 
Energy Planning



Panel Speakers (in order of presentation)

Lauren Griffith
Climate Fellow, Office of Clean Energy Equity
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities

Nancy Quirk
Energy Program Manager, Sustainable Jersey

Zenon Tech-Czarny
Research & Project Specialist, Sustainable Jersey

Hogan Dwyer
Research & Project Specialist, Sustainable Jersey



Agenda
1. NJBPU’s Community Energy Plan Grant Program 
2. What is a Community Energy Plan?
3. Why Create a Community Energy Plan?
4. Resources for Creating a Community Energy Plan
 Data for Community Energy Planning
 Sustainable Jersey Guide and Workplan Template
Model Community Energy Plan



Community Energy Plan Grant Program



• Community-level action is essential to meet the Energy
Master Plan goal of 100% clean energy by 2050. This
program provides communities the opportunity to align
local actions with EMP’s goals.

• The CEPG Program supports municipal action on climate
change, with specific focus on energy resilience,
renewable energy, and energy efficiency.

• The CEPG Program was redesigned to better prioritize
low- and moderate- income and overburdened
communities.

• All New Jersey municipalities are eligible for $10,000,
with overburdened municipalities eligible for larger grants
and enhanced support.
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Community Energy Plan Grant (CEPG)
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Timeline

March 2019
BPU launches 
CEPG Program

November 2021
Board opens 
application period 
for redesigned 
program

June 2022
Board announces 
46 recipients of 
CEPGJune 2021

Board pauses 
Program for 
redesign



Overburdened Municipalities are eligible for additional 
support:

• Larger grant award of $25,000 for community energy planning
• Outreach to identified Overburdened Municipalities to let them know 

about this grant opportunity
• Technical assistance to develop and submit applications for the CEP 

Grant
• Technical assistance in the creation of the Plan once the grant is 

awarded
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Overburdened Municipalities
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Overburdened Municipalities
Municipality County Municipality County

Asbury Park City Monmouth Millville City Cumberland
Atlantic City Atlantic New Brunswick City Middlesex
Bridgeton City Cumberland Newark City Essex
Buena Boro Atlantic North Wildwood City Cape May
Camden City Camden Passaic City Passaic
Cape May Point Boro Cape May Paterson City Passaic
Chesilhurst Boro Camden Paulsboro Boro Gloucester
City of Orange Twp Essex Penns Grove Boro Salem
Clementon Boro Camden Perth Amboy City Middlesex
Commercial Twp Cumberland Phillipsburg Town Warren
East Newark Boro Hudson Plainfield City Union
East Orange City Essex Pleasantville City Atlantic
Egg Harbor City Atlantic Prospect Park Boro Passaic
Elizabeth City Union Salem City Salem
Fairfield Twp Cumberland Seaside Heights Boro Ocean
Flemington Boro Hunterdon Trenton City Mercer
Freehold Boro Monmouth Union City Hudson
Harrison Town Hudson Victory Gardens Boro Morris
Hi-nella Boro Camden Vineland City Cumberland
Irvington Twp Essex West New York Town Hudson
Lakewood Twp Ocean Wildwood City Cape May
Lindenwold Boro Camden Woodbine Boro Cape May
Long Branch City Monmouth Woodlynne Boro Camden
Maurice River Twp Cumberland Wrightstown Boro Burlington



Once funds are received, grantees must complete the following:
1. Based on the strategies identified in the application, work to conduct an in-depth analysis 

of the EMP-based strategies using the Workplan Template to create the Community 
Energy Plan

2. Conduct a public meeting to engage the community in the creation of the Plan 
3. Finalize the Plan through formal adoption by the municipal governing body and submit a 

copy of the completed Plan to the Board
4. Reporting requirements for the grant are dependent on the amount awarded:  

a) $10,000 grant: submit performance and expenditure report at the end of the eighteen 
(18) month grant term

b) $25,000 grant: submit quarterly expenditure reports and a final performance and 
expenditure report at the end of the eighteen (18) month grant term  
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Grant Requirements



Community Energy 
Planning



A tool for prioritizing community initiatives in:
• Energy efficiency

– Commercial, industrial, government
– Residential, multifamily

• Transportation
– Passenger vehicles
– Government and business fleets
– Infrastructure

• Renewable energy
– Zoning and permitting
– Outreach and education
– Renewable Government Energy Aggregation

What is a Community Energy Plan?



. . . is a process that includes
– municipal decision makers
– community stakeholders
– community education and outreach

. . . helps organize to
– reduce energy use
– curtail greenhouse gas emissions 
– enhance energy resilience

. . . provides a timeline for
– implementation of key initiatives 
– identification of funding sources

Community Energy Planning . . . 



Why do a community energy plan?

• Improve quality of life 
– Lower utility costs

– Reduce transportation emissions

– Create local jobs

• Create a Sustainable Energy Community



New Jersey Energy Master Plan (EMP)

EMP Strategies
1. Reduce Energy Consumption from Transportation

2. Accelerate Renewable Energy

3. Maximize Energy Efficiency and Conservation

4. Reduce Energy Consumption from  Buildings

5. Modernize NJ’s Energy System  

6. Support Community Energy Planning and Support 
Participation by Low- and Moderate-Income and 
Environmental Justice Communities

7. Expand the Clean Energy Innovation Economy



Community Energy Plans



Municipal Energy Actions

Energy Efficiency Renewable Energy Alternative Fuel Vehicles

• Energy Efficiency for
Municipal Facilities

• Energy Tracking and 
Management

• On-Site Geothermal
• On-Site Solar 

+10 pt storage/resilience
+  5 pt solar thermal

• On-Site Wind
• Buy Renewable Energy

• Fleet Inventory
• Purchase Alternative

Fuel Vehicles
• Meet Green Fleet Targets 

• Energy Assistance  
Outreach

• Commercial Energy 
Efficiency Outreach

• Residential Energy 
Efficiency Outreach

• Make Your Town Solar 
Friendly

• Municipally Supported 
Community Solar

• Solar Outreach
• Renewable Government 

Energy Aggregation (R-
GEA)

• Make Your Town Electric
Vehicle (EV) Friendly

• Public EV Chargers 
• Electric Vehicle Outreach

Municipal 
Operations

Community
Energy Use



Gold Star Standard in Energy

Community Actions (two from each category)

Energy Efficiency*
• Energy Assistance Outreach
• Commercial Energy Efficiency Outreach
• Residential Energy Efficiency Outreach

Renewable Energy
• Make Your Town Solar Friendly
• Municipally Supported Community Solar
• Solar Outreach 

Transportation
• Make Your Town Electric Vehicle Friendly
• Public Electric Vehicle Chargers
• Electric Vehicle Community Outreach

* EE Outreach actions temporarily suspended

Municipal Operations

Municipal Buildings
• Energy efficiency
• Operations / equipment
• On-site renewable energy
• Green building policy

Municipal Fleet
• Fleet electrification
• Route optimization
• Telematics 

GHG reductions
• 3.6% annually
• 10.8% over 3 years



njcleanenergy.com/muni



• Incentives for
– residents
– businesses
– schools and municipalities
– nonprofit organizations

• Incentives vary by utility

• Contact your local natural 
gas / electric utilities

Utility Incentive Programs

njcleanenergy.com/transition



What’s in a Community Energy Plan?
1. Introduction
2. Community Profile 
3. Energy Related Data
4. Work Plan (Implementation Timeline)

Strategy 1: Transportation
Strategy 2: Renewable Energy and Distributed Energy Resources
Strategy 3: Energy Efficiency and Conservation
Strategy 4: Reduce Energy Consumption in Buildings
Strategy 6: Support Participation by LMI/EJ Communities
Strategy 7: Clean Energy Innovation Economy



Resources for Creating a 
Community Energy Plan

• Sustainable Jersey Data Center

• Sustainable Energy Communities 
Guide

• Community Energy Plan Workplan 
Template

• Model Community Energy Plan

sustainablejersey.com/resources/publications/energy-guidebooks/



sustainablejersey.com/resources/data-center/





Data Included:
• Population Characteristics
• Number of Commercial 

and Industrial Properties
• General Housing 

Characteristics
• Year Structure Built
• Structure Type
• Occupied Units 

• Primary Heating Fuels
• Means of Transportation 

to Work















Appendix: EMP/SJ Actions Crosswalk
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CEP Workplan Template



Part I: 
Checklist



Part II: 
Template



Part II: 
Template



Model Community 
Energy Plan



Model Plan - Introduction

“Plug and Play” 
introductory 
language provided



Model Plan - Data

Cut and paste data charts 
from Sustainable Jersey 
Data Center



Model Plan -
Workplan
Use Workplan Template to identify:

– Lead department

– Timeline

– Funding Sources

– Next Steps

– Measures of Success



Community Energy Plans

• What’s in a plan

• Why make a plan

• How to create a plan

o Data

o Sustainable Energy Communities Guide

o Workplan Template

o Model Community Energy Plan
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Sustainable Jersey Summit Sponsors and Partners
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Lauren Griffith, New Jersey Board of Public Utilities
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quirkn@tcnj.edu
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