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1. Click on Live Transcript

2. Click “Show Subtitle” to get 

the live transcript across the 

bottom of your screen.

Navigating Zoom
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Announcements

• June 6   – municipal certification deadline

• June 21 – schools certification deadline

• FREE technical assistance for one community to 
develop a Water Story 
(sustainablejersey.com/grants)

• $75,000 in grants for resiliency & environmental 
stewardship projects in Atlantic City Electric 
territory (sustainablejersey.com/grants)

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/grants
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/news/social-media/news-single-view/?tx_news_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pi1%5Baction%5D=detail&tx_news_pi1%5Bnews%5D=412&cHash=14758b233ddf6917e17346807a67d87b
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Speakers

Howell Township Public Schools

Joseph Isola - Superintendent of Schools

Ronald Sanasac - Assistant Superintendent for 

Business Administration/Board Secretary

Claire Engle - Director of Digital Learning & Innovation

Jane Losinger - Supervisor of Language Arts Literacy

Sustainable Jersey Digital Schools
Laurence Cocco - Senior Program Consultant
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Digital Schools Star Submissions

January 15, 2021

• Digital Schools Actions   - 37 
• SC&C and SEL Actions     - 33 
• Star Recognition Actions – 0

• Submissions from 8 schools 
and 10 districts

• TOTAL – 70 Actions

6

March 26, 2021

• Digital School Actions – 141
• SC&C and SEL Actions – 85
• Star Recognition Actions –

21
• Submissions from 49 

schools and 31 districts

• TOTAL - 247 Actions
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Sustainable Jersey for Schools

• Launched in 2014

• Modeled after successful municipal 
program

• Free and voluntary

• New Jersey based and consensus driven 

• Awards certification to individual schools 
but requires School Board and district 
level support

7

A not-for-profit program that provides tools, training, and grants to 
New Jersey public schools to help them implement sustainability 

initiatives and achieve certification.
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Program Participants

Schools Program

374 Districts Registered
- 62% of NJ Districts

1024 Schools Registered
- 41% of NJ Schools

323 Schools Certified
- 300 Bronze

- 23 Silver

Municipal Program

458 Registered
- 81% of NJ municipalities

219 Certified
- 155 Bronze

- 64 Silver

- 1 Gold Star (Woodbridge Twp.)
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Sustainable Jersey Digital Schools

• Partnership of NJSBA / NJDOE / Sustainable Jersey
• Supported by the New Jersey LEE Group

• Continuing work of Future Ready Schools - NJ

• Officially launched December 15

• Transition Committee provided guidance on

• FRS-NJ Indicator to Sustainable Jersey for 
Schools Action integration

• Long term governance structure

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Digital_Schools/LEE_Group_SJS_letter.pdf
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Digital_Schools/Transition_Committee_final.pdf
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Sustainable Jersey Digital Schools

Future Ready Schools – New Jersey 
• Was a powerful force for equity and progress in New Jersey

• Designed based on the Sustainable Jersey model

• Certified 259 schools from 76 districts as Future Ready

• Ceased operations in 2019

Transition to Sustainable Jersey Digital Schools
• 48 FRS-NJ Indicators integrated into

o 12 new SJS Actions

o 17 Existing SJS Actions

• FRS-NJ certification counts towards Sustainable Jersey for Schools 
certification
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What is a Digital School?

A Digital School
embraces the mindful

implementation of
effective digital learning

and communication tools,
resources, and practices

and it is evident in its
mission, culture,
classrooms, and 

interactions with its 
stakeholders
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Pursuing Digital Schools Star 
recognition…

Encourages school personnel 
at all levels and in all 
departments to work together 
to improve:
• planning
• decision making
• curriculum
• pedagogy
• budgeting

Digital Schools Star Recognition 

• technology 
resources to 
help students 
become better 
prepared for 
the future
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Digital Schools Star Recognition 

• Primary goal of program is to support schools

• All Resources are free
• Registration only required to access
certification & grants

• All work is saved indefinitely

• Work at your own pace 

• The first SJDS product was a Remote Digital Learning 
Roadmap, providing guidance and examples of 
model practices and approaches that have proven 
successful across the country
o Effort led by Transition Committee members plus other 

experts

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/digital-schools-program/remote-digital-learning-roadmap/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Digital_Schools/Transition_Committee_final.pdf
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Digital Schools Star Recognition 
Benefits

Access and apply a growing library of digital resources

Assess and plan to improve important areas of digital learning like 
equity, capacity, and personalizing learning for every student

Use meaningful data and procedures to make decisions, particularly 
cost effective and sustainable ones relating to technology

Join peers following the same process and contribute to the larger 
community of digital learners

Apply for grants to fund innovation and sustainability
o Related to capacity building or project grants related to fulfilling Sustainable Jersey for 

Schools actions

Be recognized by your peers as Digital Learning Leaders
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Sustainable Jersey for Schools 
Benefits 

• Improve health

• Integrate sustainability into student 
learning

• Boost recycling efforts 

• Energy/Cost Savings

• Cut greenhouse gas emissions 

• Progress toward an equitable society

• Access to the Sustainable Jersey 
Grants Program
o Registration only required

o $6 million awarded to date for community-
based initiatives across NJ. 
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SJS Account Sign up

All resources are free and available on the website, but once 
you set up an account, you are also able to:
•Register a district or school

•Be added to a district and/or 

school profile

•Access a district and/or 

school dashboard

•Post events to our Calendar

•Sign-up for automatic grant 

notifications & e-news

•Signing up is easy!

•Sign Up Page

www.SustainableJerseySchools.com

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/nc/certification/register-a-district-or-school/sign-in/?logintype=logout
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Digital Schools Star Recognition

• SJS Certification is required in order 
to attain DS Star recognition

• All points earned by completing 
Digital Schools actions count 
towards SJS certification

• FRS-NJ certified schools eligible for 
additional points

• Final application deadline 
June 21
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Digital Schools within Bronze Certification

• Green team

• 2 out of 14 priority actions

• Actions completed in 6 of 
21 categories

There are 4 priority 
actions available with a 
Digital Schools Focus

150 
points

Digital Schools focused 
actions are located in 5 

categories
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Sustainable Jersey Digital Schools

Star Recognition Requirements
REGISTER DISTRICT: Pass a resolution to participate in Sustainable Jersey for Schools

REGISTER SCHOOLS: Superintendent & Principal sign Letter of Participation

FORM GREEN TEAM

Successfully complete a minimum of 7 of the new 12 Digital Schools actions. 
Also 5 of 8 Foundational Actions

Successfully complete three of the Student Learning actions with 
documentation submitted for lessons delivered in a remote digital or hybrid 
learning environment. 

Successfully complete one of the School Culture and Climate actions.  The 
submission must include steps taken to address the challenges associated with a 
remote digital or hybrid learning environment

Successfully complete SJS certification
▪ All points earned completing Digital Schools actions count towards certification

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/2021-certification-cycle/
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Digital Schools Actions 

Digital Learning Leadership – New Category
o District Commitment to Digital Learning

o Community Engagement

o District Professional Development Plan

o Equitable Access to Digital Learning

Digital Learning Practices – New Category
o Authentic Application of Digital Learning Tools and Content

o Digital Citizenship

o Personalized Learning and Growing Independent Learners

o Professional Growth and Collaboration

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/109
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/119
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/114
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/110
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/118
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/111
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/120
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/116
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Digital Schools Actions 

Digital Technology Access – New Category
o Data Safety and Security Privacy

o Digital Device Life Cycle Management

o Infrastructure

o Support for Digital Teaching and Learning

School Culture & Climate – Existing Category
o Inclusive Environments Where All Can Thrive

o School Culture & Climate Needs Assessment

o Social Emotional Learning Integrated Unit

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/112
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/113
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/115
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/117
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/100
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/101
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/#open/action/104
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Digital Schools Actions 

Student Learning – Existing Category
o Fourteen Actions

o Education for Sustainability

o PK – 12 grade levels

o Most subjects included

o Submission for Digital Schools must address lessons 
delivered in a remote digital or hybrid learning 
environment. 

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/


#NJSustainabilitySummit | Facebook: SustainableJersey | Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools | Insta: sustainable_jersey

Website Tour

• Home Page – www.sustainablejerseyschools.com

• Digital Schools Landing Page

• Fact Sheet

• Actions

• Star Recognition Page

• Digital Schools History
o Transition Committee

o SJDS – FRS-NJ Crosswalk

• Remote Digital Learning Roadmap

• Sign Up Page

http://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/digital-schools-program/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Digital_Schools/SJDS_Info_Sheet_2021.pdf
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/digital-schools-program/digital-schools-star-recognition/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/digital-schools-program/digital-schools-history/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Digital_Schools/Transition_Committee_final.pdf
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Digital_Schools/FRSNJ_-_SJDS_crosswalk_Final_12.14.20.pdf
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/digital-schools-program/remote-digital-learning-roadmap/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/nc/certification/register-a-district-or-school/sign-in/?logintype=logout


#NJSustainabilitySummit | Facebook: SustainableJersey | Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools | Insta: sustainable_jersey

Digital Schools Star Recognition & 
Future Plans

• Recognized at SJS October 
2021 Awards Ceremony

• Showcase of Accomplishments 
Winter 2022
o Plenary Panel

o Districts/Schools Present Their 
Activities

• Webinars

• Action Specific Trainings

• Individual school technical 
assistance
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Digital Schools 
Supporters & Sponsors

• Partners
o New Jersey Department of Education 

o New Jersey School Boards Association

• Supporters
o New Jersey Leadership for Educational 

Excellence (LEE) Group

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Digital_Schools/LEE_Group_SJS_letter.pdf
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Digital Schools 
Supporters & Sponsors

Funding provided by:

UNDERWRITER Silver Sponsor 

Bronze Sponsors:
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PLATINUM

SILVER

BRONZE

Grants Program

Corporate Sponsors

GOLD

Program Underwriters

Sustainable Jersey Supporters & Sponsors
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Presenters

Howell Township 
Public Schools
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One More Sustainability 
Summit event!

• 11:30 am - Reducing the Energy Burden: Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy for All

• bit.ly/NJVirtualSustSummit

• Recordings of Summit events – will be posted by 
5/28. www.sustainablejersey.com > Resources > 
Presentations > Sustainability Summit 
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Questions?

Laurence Cocco

Digital Schools Senior Program Consultant

coccol@tcnj.edu

Véronique Lambert, Program Coordinator
Sustainable Jersey for Schools
lambertv@tcnj.edu
609-771-3427

mailto:coccol@tcnj.edu
mailto:lambertv@tcnj.edu


12 SCHOOLS : 1 COMMUNITY

● Pre-K-8 District

● 5,600  Students

● Grade Bands:   Pre-K-2     3-5     6-8

● Certified Sustainable Jersey for Schools

● Focusing on Digital Schools Star Recognition

● Silver Certified Future Ready NJ Schools

● Focus on learner outcomes

● Establish Sustainable Environments



A Vision of Schools Reimagined
District Commitment to Digital Learning



District Commitment to Digital Learning: Roles Reimagined

● Reimagined the Role of 

IT Director

● Restructured roles and 
responsibilities

● Focus on District Goals, 
Digital Learning and 
Operational Efficiencies



Board Commitment to Digital Learning &
Sustainable Environments



Equitable Access to Digital Tools & Resources



Equitable Access Extending Our Reach - Utilization 
of Learning Management Systems & Digital Tools



Daily 
Learning Plan



Community Engagement



Engaging and Reaching your Community Via Social Media



DIGITAL TOOLS TO ENGAGE THE COMMUNITY



Reimagining Community Engagement

Visit: OpenMic@Howell Township Public 

Schools

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqXcIjRyGPs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9tkzqahIMg
https://www.howell.k12.nj.us/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1161261&type=d&pREC_ID=1400618


Mobilizing Community Resources to Support Curriculum



Cultivating Sustainable Community Partnerships



Township of Howell Shared Services

Scavenger (trash)- We provide truck, 
Howell Tap provides labor & service

Community Center- 3 way shared 
service between Township Rec & after 
school clubs

Provide vehicles for Summer Recreation 
transportation

Storage of Township Sewer Vactor in 
heated building

Various property sharing with Township 
of Howell

Sharing of snow plowing with Township 
(when needed)

Shared purchase of road chemicals 
(township stores for both)

Joint construction of fuel islands

Shared fuel purchases Bus garage on Township property

Construction of pistol range Grounds maintenance of shared 
buildings

Install and assist with maintenances of 
Little Free Libraries

Municipal OEM on district property & 
mutual sharing of equipment



Outside School District Shared Services
OIT Services for Farmingdale CST Case Manager Services for 

Farmingdale

Food Service Provider for Farmingdale Joint Purchasing Copy Paper for 
Farmingdale

B&G Support for Farmingdale Farmingdale student participation in 
after school clubs

Transportation Routes and 
Management for Freehold Boro

Provide bus mechanic, maintenance 
and inspection services for: Monmouth
Regional and Shore Regional

Provide two paid internships for seniors 
in the Vocational Diesel Mechanic 
program

Jointures & consolidated transportation 
for out of district students



Miscellaneous Shared Services

Space rental to Rutgers, Montessori and 
Howell PAL to support the management 
of Community Center

Provide Equipment to Police 
Department (stage, risers and buses)

Donate obsolete buses to Police
Department for training

Joint training in school buildings with 
Western Monmouth SWAT

Host NJSBA Functions Cater special programs and community 
events



Partnerships with the Sustainable Community

Grants Awarded $56,000



Sustainable Partnerships for Our Learning Communities

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSDms9B0I1A


CONTACT US
732-751-2480

Joseph Isola
jisola@howell.k12.nj.us

Ron Sanasac
rsanasac@howell.k12.nj.us

Claire Engle
cengle@howell.k12.nj.us

Jane Losinger
jlosinger@howell.k12.nj.us

mailto:jisola@howell.k12.nj.us
mailto:rsanasac@howell.k12.nj.us
mailto:cengle@howell.k12.nj.us
mailto:jlosinger@howell.k12.nj.us
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