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Speakers

• Randall Solomon, 
Executive Director

• Renee Haider, 
Deputy Director
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If you are asked 
to raise your 
hand to respond 
to a presenter 
question, click on 
this icon.

Use the chat feature for 
panelists and attendees 
to respond to presenter 
questions and share your 
thoughts on what the 
speakers are saying.

If you have questions for the 
presenters, enter the question 
using the Q&A feature. You 
can also “like” questions to 
move them up on the list.

Navigating Zoom
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Announcements

• June 6 – Municipal Certification Deadline
• June 21 – School Certification Deadline
• FREE Technical Assistance to Develop a Water Story 

(sustainablejersey.com/grants)
o Tues, 5/18, 1pm – Enhance Community Water Resources 

Through Water Gold

• Resiliency & Environmental Stewardship Grant 
Opportunity for Municipalities in Atlantic City 
Electric Territory (sustainablejersey.com/grants)

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/grants
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/news/social-media/news-single-view/?tx_news_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pi1%5Baction%5D=detail&tx_news_pi1%5Bnews%5D=412&cHash=14758b233ddf6917e17346807a67d87b
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Certification Update
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2020 Certification Cycle 
Outcomes

• 2020 Municipal Program
o 55 Municipalities Certified
o Island Heights, Madison and Woodbridge Champions

• 2020 Schools Program
o 147 Schools Certified
o Ramtown Elementary, Winslow Township Middle School, and 

Raritan High School Champions

• Total # of Actions Approved = 1,928 (-26%)

Municipalities and schools with expiring certifications were automatically granted 
a one-year extension and the look back period for annual actions changed to 2018 
to Present. 
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2021 Certification Cycle 
Adjustments

• Municipal Program – Initial Submission Deadline 6/6
o 2021 Expiration Extensions – Upon Written Request

• Schools Program – Final 2021 Submission Deadline 6/21
o New 2021 Expirations – Automatically Extended
o Extended in 2020 – Upon Written Request

• Lookback Period for Annual Actions 2019 – Present
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2020 
Accomplishments

View video link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F6HG_EstkZ8
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The Road Ahead
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Strategic Priorities

• Reducing the 
documentation burden 
while maintaining program 
integrity

• Maintaining the quality of 
the program actions

• Increasing opportunities for 
grants and direct technical 
assistance to municipalities 
and schools
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Strategic Priorities

• Becoming more equitable, more inclusive, and better 
prepared to do the work of advancing social justice 
while supporting municipalities and schools in New 
Jersey to do the same.

• Creating a new Gold level of certification; allowing all 
certified municipalities to earn topic area stars 

• Increasing funding to support core operations
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Annual Grant Cycles

Sponsor Eligible Applicants Cycle Announced Applications Due

NJEA Schools Early August Late October

GARDINIER Muni’s & Schools Early August Late October

PSEG Muni’s & Schools November February/March

ACE Muni’s April June

NOTE: All cycles are subject to change and official announcement will 
be made when funding cycles become available.

ACE cycle currently open – Applications due June 30

Be sure to read our bi-weekly e-blasts for information 
on current opportunities
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Technical Assistance Opportunities

Sponsor Topic Eligible Applicants

NJ AMERICAN WATER Water Muni’s

GARDINIER/TAUB Energy Muni’s & Schools

EDF, NJNG, SJG, JCP&L Energy Muni’s & Schools

NJDEP Food Waste Recovery Schools

NJTPA Complete Streets Initiatives Muni’s

Be sure to read our bi-weekly e-blasts for 
information on new opportunities!

Food Waste Recovery opportunity to be announced in June.



Facebook: SustainableJersey |  Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools | Insta: sustainable_jersey |  LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey



#NJSustainabilitySummit | Facebook: SustainableJersey | Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools | Insta: sustainable_jersey

Equity

• Program-wide self assessment for municipal 
certification (compete and published)
o Continue to monitor performance
o Implemented internal procedures for assessing equity impact 

of actions
o Extend effort to schools

• Ensuring everyone has equal access to benefits; low 
capacity and overburdened communities receive 
proactive help

• Helping municipalities and schools engage in 
difficult conversations
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Certification Status by Race
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Equity
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Energy

• Expanded Technical Assistance
o Funded by NJBPU, Taub Foundation, and Gardinier Trust
o Hands-on assistance for buildings and operations, strategic 

assistance for energy planning
o Support for all SJ participants, enhanced support for low-

capacity and overburdened communities

• Focus Areas
o Electric vehicles, community energy planning, community 

solar, transition of building efficiency programs to utilities

• Updating the Gold Star Standard in Energy
o Making it simpler, focused on highest impact actions
o Aligning with NJ Energy Master Plan
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Data Center

• Sustainable Jersey Data

Show Me the Data!
May 20 1:00pm - 1:45pm

https://www.sustain
ablejersey.com/reso
urces/data-center/

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/resources/data-center/
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Water Gold Task Force

• Jennifer Feltis – Cortese, NJDEP & Chair
• Andrew Hendry, New Jersey Utilities Association
• Dan Van Abs, Rutgers University
• Ed DiFiglia, New Jersey Future
• Ellen Creveling, The Nature Conservancy
• John Hasse, Rowan University
• Jennifer Coffey, ANJEC
• Kristi MacDonald, Raritan Headwaters
• Margaret Waldock, Dodge Foundation
• Swarna Muthukrishnan, Clean Ocean Action
• Thomas Flynn, Woodbridge Township
• Michael Furrey, American Water Works Association
• Jim Waltman, Michael Pisauro, The Watershed Institute
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New & Existing Actions

Enhance Community Water Resources Through Water Gold
May 18 1:00pm - 1:45pm
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Gold Star Standard in Health

• Understanding the municipal role impacting the 
determinants of health

• Municipalities have key authority:
o Planning and zoning, regulating housing, clean water, 

transportation networks, economic development, access to 
healthy food, wellness programs, policing and safety, etc. 

• The high-impact strategies overlap with 
sustainability

• Starts with an assessment of local issues
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Digital Schools Program

• Launched in 2020 - Partnership with NJSBA and 
NJDOE; backed by major education organizations

• A new tier of recognition: Digital Schools Star
• 12 New Digital Schools Actions

o Student mastery of technology
o Teacher mastery of technological tools
o School capacity to address digital and remote learning and 

infrastructure

• Digital Schools Star Recognition
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Climate Education for Schools

• Statewide launch of the New Jersey Student Climate 
Challenge

• NJSBA/SJS Thought Leader Committee on Climate 
Change Education to develop statewide agenda (report) 
to identify needs and opportunities 

• Identify best practices and next steps based on the 
needs assessment

• Climate Change Education professional development
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PLATINUM

SILVER

BRONZE

Grants Program

Corporate Sponsors

GOLD

Program Underwriters

Sustainable Jersey Supporters & Sponsors



#NJSustainabilitySummit | Facebook: SustainableJersey | Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools | Insta: sustainable_jersey

More Sustainability Summit 
events to come!

• List of Summit events with registration -
bit.ly/NJVirtualSustSummit

• Recordings of Summit events – will be posted by 
5/28. www.sustainablejersey.com > Resources > 
Presentations > Sustainability Summit 
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Questions?
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