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Announcements

• June 6 – municipal certification deadline

• FREE technical assistance for one community to 
develop a Water Story 
(sustainablejersey.com/grants)

• $75,000 in grants for resiliency & environmental 
stewardship projects in Atlantic City Electric 
territory (sustainablejersey.com/grants)

• Recordings of Summit events – will be posted by 
5/28. www.sustainablejersey.com > Resources > 
Presentations > Sustainability Summit 

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/grants
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/news/social-media/news-single-view/?tx_news_pi1%5Bcontroller%5D=News&tx_news_pi1%5Baction%5D=detail&tx_news_pi1%5Bnews%5D=412&cHash=14758b233ddf6917e17346807a67d87b
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Agenda/Speakers

The Changing Landscape of New Jersey’s Clean Energy Programs
Kelly Mooij, Director, Division of Clean Energy, NJBPU

Sustainable Jersey Comfort Partners Toolkit
Tracey Woods, Project and Research Specialist Sustainable Jersey 

Newark and Essex County Hub Comfort Partners Outreach
Nicole Miller, Chair, Newark Green Team

East Orange Community Solar 
Dan Jennings, Director, Policy, Planning, & Development, East 
Orange, NJ 

Moderator: Nancy Quirk, Sustainable Jersey
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The Changing Landscape of

New Jersey’s Clean Energy Programs

Lighting the way to New Jersey’s Clean Energy Future



• Energy Master Plan and Clean Energy Goals

• NJCEP Background and Programs

• Energy Efficiency Transition

• OCEE

• Comfort Partners

• Whole House Program

• Renewable Energy
• Community Solar
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Agenda



www.nj.gov/emp

• Released January 27, 2020

• Developed with significant stakeholder engagement

• Comprehensive roadmap to meet our goals 

• 7 Strategies for achieving 100% clean energy by 2050 

Read the EMP!

http://www.nj.gov/emp


EMP: The 7 Strategies
www.nj.gov/emp



ADMINISTERED BY 

New Jersey Board of Public Utilities’ Division of Clean Energy

FUNDING

Societal Benefits Charge (SBC) on utility bills

PROGRAM GOALS

• Provide opportunity for ALL NJ residents to 

reduce energy use and lower operating costs

• Protect the environment and reduce emissions

• Meet Governor Murphy’s goal of 100% clean energy by 2050
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NJCEP Background
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NJCEP Portfolio of Programs

• Combined Heat 

& Power – Fuel 

Cells

• Microgrid 

Development

• Battery Storage*

• Electric Vehicles

• Community 

Energy Grants 

• State Facility 

Initiatives

• R&D Energy 

Tech Hub*

• Workforce 

Development*

• Energy Audits

• Energy Efficiency 

Incentives

• Trade Allies

• New 

Construction

• Existing Homes

• Energy Efficient 

Products

• Trade Allies

RENEWABLE 
ENERGY

DISTRIBUTED 
ENERGY 

RESOURCES
RESIDENTIAL

• Offshore Wind

• TREC - Solar 

Registration

• Community Solar

SPECIALIZED 
ENERGY 

EFFICIENCY

COMMERCIAL 
& INDUSTRIAL

* coming soon!
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Real-World Results

159,000+ cars removed

12,000,000+ trees planted

763,909 metric tons greenhouse gases eliminated

FY20 data

Clean Energy Programs eliminated enough CO2 in one year to equate to: 
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Clean Energy Act of 2018
NJCleanEnergy.com/CEP

Close the SREC Program and Transition to 
New Solar Incentive Structure

Community Solar Pilot Program

Energy Savings Targets for Electric and Gas 
Utilities

Energy Storage Report and Targets for 
Storage Capacity



• Access to energy efficiency programs for all market segments 
and for all New Jersey residents and businesses, regardless of 
geographic location;

• Decreased energy burdens for all ratepayers, with a specific 
focus on lower income customers and environmental justice 
communities;

• Increased accountability and reporting of spending and 
savings related to energy efficiency and peak demand reduction;

• Expanded job opportunities and increased economic benefits 
of energy efficiency for New Jersey.

• Sets year-five energy reduction targets:

• 2.15% for electric distribution companies

• 1.10% for gas distribution companies

•
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Energy Efficiency Transition
NJCleanEnergy.com/CEP



The New Jersey Comfort Partners Program is 
a free program that helps income-eligible 
customers reduce their utility bills through 
implementing cost effective energy efficiency 
measures which save energy and money while 
improving their home's safety and comfort at no 
cost to them.
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Comfort Partners



• Pilot program designed to take a “whole house” approach to addressing 
health and safety hazards along with  implementing energy efficiency 
(“EE”) measures in single- and multi-family residences

• Focusing on housing stock occupied by low- to moderate-income 
residents 

• Implemented through an integrated, statewide approach that streamlines 
and leverages existing resources, programs, and funding streams from 
multiple sources.
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Whole House Program



Office of Clean Energy Equity

Office of Clean Energy Equity
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Created in 2020
• Oversee the development and implementation of clean energy 

policies, and programs, including energy efficiency programs, to 
better serve New Jersey’s overburdened communities and to 
ensure equitable participation in clean energy programs and 
distribution of related benefits;

• Work with other NJBPU teams to develop and implement programs 
through an equity lens and incorporate equity considerations in all 
aspects of the Board’s programs; 

• Collaborate with partner agencies in the implementation of programs 
including workforce development; 

• Connect with community-based organizations and work within 
overburdened communities.



Community Solar
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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• A larger, remotely located solar array or facility that is 

virtually divided among multiple participants 

(“subscribers”) by means of a credit on their utility bill

• Provides access to solar energy to renters as well 

as households, institutions or businesses whose roofs 

aren’t appropriate for solar installation

Community Solar: What is it?
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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• Do you…. 

• Want solar but don’t have a place for panels?

• Can’t afford to put panels on your facility or home?

• Have room for more panels but not the energy use? 

Community Solar: Is it for you?
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR



Potential role of government or business entities:

• Become an “anchor” subscriber for a community solar 

project

• Provide land/rooftop for siting of a solar array

• Conduct a competitive procurement on behalf of the 

community

Potential role of affordable housing:

• Become an “anchor” subscriber for a community solar 

project

• Put all Low and Moderate Income (LMI) properties into a 

community solar project to reduce bills

Community Solar: Get started
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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Participation can be in the form of:

▪ Ownership: buying a share or portion of the community 

solar project or panels

▪ Subscription: buying a portion or share of the electric output 

produced by the community solar project

Community Solar: Subscribers
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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THANK YOU
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What is Comfort Partners?

The New Jersey Comfort Partners 
Program is a FREE energy-saving, 

and energy education program that 
helps income-eligible customers 

save energy and money while 
increasing safety and comfort.
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Comfort Partners 
Eligibility Requirements 

Households with income at or below 250% of federal poverty guidelines 

Households receiving HEAP, Lifeline, PAAD, Section 8 Housing, SSI, TANF, 
USF, Medicaid, SNAP or GA 

The customer must: 

a. use the home as a primary residence 

b. homeowners must have lived in residence for a minimum of a year 

c. renters are eligible with landlord permission 

d. be the ratepayer of record with the electric or gas utility 

e. live in a building with 1 – 14 units (apartment, townhouse, etc.) 

f.  units in multifamily buildings must be individually metered 

Note: Buildings with more than 14 units are not eligible
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Income Eligibility
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Measures Included

Comfort Partners measures can include: 

• Efficient lighting products

• Energy-saving showerheads and aerators

• Replacement of inefficient refrigerators and 
thermostats

• Air sealing; duct sealing and repair

• Heating/cooling equipment maintenance

• Personalized energy education and counseling

• Insulation upgrades (attic, wall, etc.)
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Sustainable Jersey Energy 
Efficiency Outreach Toolkits

Toolkits provide:

• ‘Plug and play’ outreach 
collateral 

omunicipal letters

o press releases

o flyers 

o tabling materials

• Best Practices for successful 
outreach campaigns

Sustainable Jersey Comfort Partners Toolkit 
www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Residential_Energy_
Efficiency/Comfort_Partners_Outreach_Toolkit.pdf

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Residential_Energy_Efficiency/Comfort_Partners_Outreach_Toolkit.pdf
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• Contact CP Coordinator

o Reviews timing/scope of project

o Connects outreach team to CP 
contractor

• CP contractor

o Works with outreach team to create 
plan

o Manages outreach effort

Comfort Partners Outreach Plan

Each municipality has 
an assigned Comfort 

Partners (CP) Contractor.

CP Contractor manages:
• outreach efforts 
• customer projects
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Outreach Plan Template
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Comfort Partners Toolkit
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Outreach Best Practices

Identifying Outreach Partners

• CP Outreach Contractor

• Municipal employees

• Nearby municipalities

• Local houses of worship 

• Local school districts 

Mailings and Online Outreach 

• Send letter or postcard 

• Issue a press release

• Use social media 

• Follow up with email 

Community Events Outreach Campaign 

• In-person and virtual workshops

• Presentations at community events

• Table at local events

Green Team members promoting 
Comfort Partners at National Night Out
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Understanding Your Community
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Legacy of Toxicity



NJ Clean Energy Equity Act

Establish Office of Clean 
Energy Equity to oversee 
fair distribution of clean 
energy programs.

Fund bill components 
with $50 million from 
NJBPU Clean Energy 
Program.

Sets state-wide targets for 
serving low-income 
customers, specifically 
with solar programs.

Establish clean energy 
curriculum and paid 
workforce training 
programs.

Increase energy storage 
directly within low-
income communities.

Develop and deploy programs to increase local access to 
renewable energy through community or onside solar along 
with energy efficiency programs designed to reduce energy 
costs of low-income communities

Require new construction 
in low- and moderate-
income communities be 
solar ready.



➢ Research and acknowledge the cumulative environmental impacts, social and 
racial histories when approaching communities with clean energy solutions.

➢ Remember that a community combating environmental injustice is very often 
also working to battle social, economic, and racial injustice.  

➢ Engage with community representatives when planning projects and programs 
and cast a wide net to get feedback from the community about potential 
unintended consequences to proposed solutions. 

➢ Acknowledge the expertise of local leaders and honor their time and 
commitment by holding meetings on accessible days and times, providing 
translation services and giving stipends to account for time spent in community 
outreach and planning. 

When engaging with Environmental Justice communities...



NJ Comfort Partners
A FREE program helping low-income residents reduce their energy bills by installing:

✓ Energy efficient lighting
✓ More efficient refrigerators & thermostats
✓ Insulation in walls and attics
✓ Efficient heating and/or cooling equipment
✓ Sealant to windows and doors

…and possibly* more

*not all services are offered to all participants



Newark Environmental Commission and Essex Hub 
Comfort Partners Outreach Program

Conducting a joint campaign to increase 
outreach on NJ Comfort Partners program 
alongside these Essex County 
municipalities:

Irvington      Montclair
Newark        Maplewood
Orange         South Orange

Verona

East Orange *
Nutley*

Belleville*
Bloomfield*

*contacted



Newark Outreach to Renters

❑ Conduct Comfort Partners outreach 

session virtually via Newark Housing 

Authority, Newark Green Team and 

Newark People’s Assembly

❑ Conduct private mailing to Section 8 

recipients utilizing toolkit.

❑ Distribute posters and other toolkit 

materials to municipal offices, libraries, 

and partner organizations. 

❑ Conduct social media outreach in Fall 

2021 with Newark Office of 

Sustainability. 

Goal:

Due to existing popularity of the program in 
Newark, objective is to target renters, 
specifically those utilizing the Newark Housing 
Authority Section 8 voucher program.

—Secondary target will be participants in a 
pilot program “NHA Section 8 
Homeownership Conversion Program”. 
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Community Solar Resources

Sustainable Jersey Community 
Solar Resource Page 

• Community Solar Energy 
How-To Guide

• Webinar recordings

• Outreach Resources

• Sustainable Jersey Action 

www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/medi
a/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Energy
/Community_Solar_Resources.pdf
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Community Education

The municipality is a trusted messenger.

Municipal support for community solar

• Educate public about basics of 
community solar

• Use municipal outreach channels to 
support community solar. 

• Newsletter/Emails

• Public meetings

• Website/Social media

• Press Release/Ribbon Cutting
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Questions?

Dan Jennings
Director, Policy, Planning, & 
Development
East Orange, NJ 
dan.jennings@eastorange-nj.gov

Nicole Miller 
Chair, Newark Green Team
nicolemiller97@gmail.com

Kelly Mooij
Director, Division of Clean Energy 
NJBPU
Kelly.Mooij@bpu.nj.gov

Nancy Quirk
Energy Program Manager 
Sustainable Jersey
quirkn@tcnj.edu

Tracey Woods
Project and Research Specialist
Sustainable Jersey 
woodst@tcnj.edu

mailto:dan.jennings@eastorange-nj.gov
mailto:nicolemiller97@gmail.com
mailto:Kelly.Mooij@bpu.nj.gov
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