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Introducing Sustainable Jersey

• Certification program for municipalities and schools in 

New Jersey

• Tools, resources, and guidance to help municipalities 

and schools become more sustainable

• Grants and funding for municipalities and schools

• Regional Hubs



Agenda

1. New Jersey’s Community Solar Program

Sawyer Morgan, NJBPU

2. Sustainable Jersey Community Solar 

Resources

Tracey Woods, Sustainable Jersey

3. Community Solar Outreach

Marty Levin, Mount Laurel

4. Q and A



New Jersey’s
Community Solar Energy Program

November 20, 2024



• A large remotely located solar array that is virtually divided among multiple participants 

(subscribers) by means of a credit on their utility bills.

• Enables access to solar energy for those who have not been able to install solar, including 

renters and households, institutions, or businesses where the roof isn’t appropriate for 

solar installation, or solar is cost-prohibitive.

Community Solar: What is it?
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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Perth Amboy Community Solar Project



Community Solar: What is it?
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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• Most community solar 
subscriptions structured to 
result in 20 – 30% savings 

• Many projects offer low-
and moderate-income 
residents a higher 
percentage of savings



Subscribing to a project
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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1. Potential subscriber picks a 
community solar project to subscribe 
to

2. Subscriber receives a community 
solar billing credit on their electric 
bill

3. Subscriber receives separate bill 
for community solar subscription fee

Example above is excerpted from sample PSE&G 
residential bill showing community solar billing credit. 

EXAMPLE COMMUNITY
SOLAR INVOICE

Community Solar billing credit
from electric bill $115.57

% of the billing credit retained by the customer,
in this example 20%. - $23.11

Fee for Community Solar Subscription $92.45

https://njcleanenergy.com/files/file/CommunitySolar/PSE&G%20Community%20Solar%20Sample%20Bill%20Residential.pdf


Billing
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

Consolidated billing

• Coming in January 2025
• Utility consolidated billing will reduce customer confusion and 

hassle of two bills
• Residential subscribers are billed with the net crediting method.

• The bill discount rate is applied to the applicable portion of 
the bill.
Applied bill credit x guaranteed savings rate = net credit

Customer bill total – net credit = final amount billed
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Consolidated bill samples
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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• Two program years, with awards made in 2019 and 2021

• The Board awarded 150 projects totaling 243 MW

• 102 projects with 141 MW have come online

• 16 projects with 51 MW are still in construction

• The Board elected to forego PY3 and develop the permanent Community

Solar Energy Program

Community Solar Pilot Program
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

Mount Laurel – Photo courtesy Solar Landscape 10



Program projects
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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Green: 109 projects in 
service
Red: 355 projects in 
development 
As of July 2024



Community Solar Energy Program
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

Linden Hawk Rise Solar, Linden – Navisun 12

• Permanent program established by the Board on August 16, 2023

• Registration opened November 15, 2023

• 500 MW made available, divided among EDCs

• 358 projects with 503 MW accepted so far

• The Board will open an additional 250 MW in early 2025



CSEP eligibility
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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Siting

• Projects may be sited on:
• Rooftops
• Carports and canopies over impervious surfaces
• Contaminated sites and landfills
• Man-made bodies of water that have little to no established floral and 

faunal resources (floating solar)
• Mining sites (sand mines, gravel pits, former mines)

Solar Landscape Sunwealth/Citrine/Pfister               Navisun New Jersey Resources



CSEP eligibility
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

Size and co-location

• Maximum size is 5 MW
• May co-locate with net-metered projects
• May be on separate buildings on different properties
• Projects on municipally-owned, uncapped landfills can co-locate 

up to 10 MW



Project registration process
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

Tri-County Landfill Solar Farm, Delanco – Soltage/AC Power
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Project registration process
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

Maturity requirements

• Conditional approval to install from the utility
• All discretionary permits applied for
• Subscriber acquisition and community engagement plan
• For contaminated sites and landfills, NJDEP verification of 

eligibility with BPU certification, permit readiness checklist
• Refundable escrow of $40,000 per MW to ensure project 

completion
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Project registration process
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

Application and project selection

• Online portal registration
• First-come, first-served 
• If more projects apply in the first two weeks than there is 

capacity, a tiebreaker will be used
• Projects with highest bill credit offered to subscribers will be 

accepted
• Was 31.02% and 21% in PSE&G
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Standards for subscribers
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

South Brunswick – Nexamp
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LMI participation
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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Low- to moderate-income households

• All projects must have 51% of capacity subscribed by 
LMI subscribers.

• LMI households have income below 80% of area median income.
• LMI status may be verified with participation in assistance 

programs, residence in certain census block groups, and self-
attestation.



LMI participation
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

Affordable/master-metered housing

• Master-metered affordable housing may qualify as LMI by 
providing an affidavit that they are passing on benefits to 
residents

• Affordable housing providers receive special bill credit to 
incentivize participation
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Billing
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

Bill savings

• Subscribers will receive at least the project's guaranteed bill 
credit savings rate

• Bill credit savings rate must be a minimum of 20%

22North Brunswick – Solar Landscape



Automatic enrollment
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

Automatic enrollment

• Municipalities would be able to automatically enroll residents to 
a project they own or partner with in the same utility territory

• The public entity may select residents to enroll, and 80% of the 
capacity must be LMI.

• Residents must have the opportunity to opt out of subscribing
• Coming in 2025
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Community Solar Project Finder
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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The New Jersey Board of Public Utilities 
partnered with Sustainable Jersey to 

develop the New Jersey Community Solar 
Project Finder

SustainableJersey.com/communitysolar

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/communitysolar


Community Solar Project Finder
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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New Jersey Community Solar 
Project Finder includes:

• Overview of Community 
Solar Program

• List of projects accepting 
subscribers

• Community solar FAQs

SustainableJersey.com/communitysolar

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/communitysolar


Solar For All
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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NJBPU has been awarded $156 million through the 
GGRF Solar For All program

Four funding priorities:
• Low-income residential rooftop solar
• Multi-family housing solar and storage
• Community solar
• Technical assistance and workforce development

Developing program for 2025 launch



THANK YOU

THANK YOU – Let’s continue the conversation
communitysolar@njcleanenergy.com

sawyer.morgan@bpu.nj.gov

mailto:sawyer.morgan@bpu.nj.gov


Sustainable Jersey Community Solar 
Resources



Community Solar Resources

• Sustainable Jersey 
Community Solar How-To Guide

• Sustainable Jersey Certification 
Program action- Municipally 
Supported Community Solar 

• Coming Soon – Municipal Community 
Solar Automatic Enrollment Guide



Revised Municipally Supported 
Community Solar Action

COMING FOR 2025 CERTIFICATION CYCLE

10 points

Municipality:

• Establishes community criteria for project 

• Municipal outreach campaign

5 Points 

•    Passes a resolution or ordinance forming a  

Municipal Automatic Enrollment Project

Additional 10 points

•     Municipal Automatic Enrollment Project
Sustainable Jersey’s

Community Solar Resource Page

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Energy/Community_Solar_Resources.pdf


Ways that municipalities can bring the benefits 
of community solar to their communities:

• Outreach Campaigns

– Community Solar Outreach and Education 

Campaign

– Outreach Partner

– Project Ambassador

• Municipal Automatic Enrollment Project



Outreach Campaigns



Education and Outreach Campaign

Municipality works to create 

awareness and understanding of 

community solar in the community.

• Community solar webpage on 

municipal or green team webpage

• Resource: New Jersey Community 

Solar Project Finder

– Overview of New Jersey 

Community Solar Program

– Database of project accepting 

subscribers

– Community solar FAQs

SustainableJersey.com/communitysolar

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/communitysolar


Outreach Partner

Project Ambassador

Municipality works with one or more community solar providers serving area

Often community solar provider will provide resources for outreach campaign

Member of municipal team, like the mayor, reaches out to site owners in the municipality 

to familiarize them with community solar and support project development



New Jersey’s 
Community Solar 
Program

NREL. 2021. Equitable Access to Community Solar: Program Design 
and Subscription Considerations. 
https://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy21osti/79548.pdf

LMI dedicated community solar 

capacity by state as of 2020



Getting Ready for LMI Automatic Enrollment

Decide if a municipal automatic enrollment program is 

right for your municipality:

• Does the municipality have enough eligible 

households to balance projected benefit with the cost 

of administrative work?

• While projects with 10+ households are permitted, 

cost-effective projects have 100+ households

Municipalities can identify eligible households by:

• Reaching out to affordable housing developers

• Identifying census blocks that are at least 80% LMI 

eligible. 

Defining LMI Households for the purposes

of the NJ Community Solar Program

Eligibility: Households with a total gross annual household 

income less than 80 percent of the area median income

qualify as LMI residents.

To find out the municipal limits, visit HUD income limits

and enter the state and county for the municipality.

The screenshot above shows income limits for Essex County.

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/il/il2024/select_Geography.odn?STATES=34.0&statelist=34.0&stname=&wherefrom=%24wherefrom%24&statefp=00&year=&ne_flag=0&selection_type=&incpath=%24incpath%24&data=2024


Affordable Housing

Affordable Housing may be individually 

metered by household or master metered 

Either metering structure can be LMI 

Subscriber

NJ DCA List of Affordable Developments 

by County

https://www.nj.gov/dca/codes/publications/developments.shtml



Mapping Income by Block

Census Block Maps for New Jersey 

Municipalities
Index of/geo/maps/DC2020/DC20BLK/st34_nj/cousub

Easy to Use tool mapping tool – U.S. Postal

Service Every Door Direct Mail (EDDM) 

shows median household income and 

average household size by postal route
https://eddm.usps.com/eddm

Compare the two maps to get a list of 

potential blocks for the Automatic Enrollment 

Program. 

38

https://www2.census.gov/geo/maps/DC2020/DC20BLK/st34_nj/cousub/
https://eddm.usps.com/eddm


Community Solar in Mt. Laurel and Beyond

Presentation for 

New Jersey League of Municipalities

November 19, 2024

by Martin Levin, Rutgers Environmental Steward



Community Solar – A Winning Proposition

• Access to Solar Energy without upfront costs or building
modifications – great for apartment and condo dwellers

• Customers save money – starting at 10% now 25-30%+

• Energy is generated locally, not shipped in from PA or TX

• Supporting local developers provides local jobs and
boosts the local economy





















Summary of Community Solar Installations Listed in Community Solar Finder
Company Count
Solar Landscape 32
Neighborhood Sun 7
Power Market 4
Modern Renewables 3
PFMG Solar 2
AC Power LLC 1
Navisun LLC 1
Nexamp 1
Soltage 1

Total 52
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Thank You!
Sawyer Morgan, NJBPU
Sawyer.Morgan@bpu.nj.gov

Tracey Woods, Sustainable Jersey
woodst@tcnj.edu

Marty Levin, Mount Laurel
pachamarty@gmail.com


