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Sustainability is most often 

defined as meeting the needs of 

the present without compromising 

the ability of future generations to 

meet theirs. It has three main 

pillars: social, economic, and  

environmental.

What is Sustainability?



IG: Sustainable_Jersey | Twitter: @SJ_Program and @SJ_Schools | FB: @SustainableJersey | LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

A Framework for Action

• Coordinates priorities, resources, and policy 

among public and private state and local actors 

• Develops tools, resources, and guidance to 

make progress

• Provides access to grants and technical 

assistance

• Recognizes accomplishments



2009 
Program 
Started

83% 
Participating

91% 
Population

136 
Bronze

70 
Silver

5 Gold 
Stars

2014 
Program 
Started

67% 
Districts 

Participating

1,150 
Schools 

Registered

293 
Bronze

44 
Silver

47 Digital 
Schools 

Stars
Statistics current as of 10/31/23

Sustainable Jersey Sustainable Jersey for Schools

25,569
Actions 

Implemented

Statistics





Statistics current as of 10/27/22Statistics current as of 10/27/22

Informational 

Webinar

1-2:30pm on 

Thursday, 

December 7, 

2023

Application 

Deadline

Award 

Notifications

By mid April 

2024 with an 

event in mid 

May 2024

By 11:59pm 

on Friday, 

February 9, 

2024

Performance 

Period

10k Grants:

18 months

2k Grants:

12 months

• $200,000 in grants are available to New Jersey municipalities participating in the 

Sustainable Jersey program

• $2k, $10k and $20k grants for sustainability projects and green team support

Learn More & Apply

New Funding Cycle Announced!



bit.ly/NJStudentClimateChallenge

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/events/nj-student-climate-challenge/


Technical Assistance

• Energy
– Community Energy Planning

– Energy Efficiency Upgrades to Facilities

– Residential and Business Outreach

– Renewable Energy

– Electric Vehicles

• Water

• Complete Streets

• Equity

• Healthy Communities

102 Projects
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Regional Hubs

Lauren Skowronski

Assistant Director

10



Statistics current as of 10/31/23

Ten hubs around the state to help green teams build capacity through 

training, best practices resources and networking. Learn more 

sustainablejersey.com/get-involved/

Benefits

• Peer mentoring

• Project collaboration

• Online communication platform

• Network of Leaders

• Quarterly Events

• Help Peers Get Certified

• Technical assistance & administrative support from SJ

Regional Hubs

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/get-involved/
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Public Health

Lauren Skowronski

Assistant Director
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Health Gold Munis
Developing Solutions

• Equitable access to reliable transportation

• Mental health

• Pedestrian safety & mobility

• Language barriers

• Vaping
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Community Forestry

Equity

Melanie McDermott

Senior Researcher



• Funded by the NJDEP, Sustainable Jersey/TCNJ has 

awarded $4.5 million in grants to support tree planting 

projects at 34 NJ public schools, colleges and universities

• Municipalities are playing important roles:

• Shade Tree Commissions & DPWs provide technical assistance

• Trees are planted on municipal property (parks, streets) used by 

students



Tree Stewardship Actions

For up to 135 points:  

• Community Forestry Management Plan and NJUCF Accreditation (≤ 20 points)

• Tree Hazard Inventory (10 points)

• Tree Maintenance Programs (10 points)

• Tree Planting Programs (10 points)

• Tree Protection Ordinance (10 points)

• Heat Island Assessment & Mitigation Plan (≤ 20 points)

• 4 wildfire protection actions (≤ 45 points)

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/66
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/69
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/68
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/67
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/64
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/570
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/545


Sustainable Jersey Equity Commitments: 

• Increase diversity among Board, staff & volunteers

• Provide training & support to municipalities to advance equity

• Develop actions to advance social equity & inclusion



Actions to Integrate Equity 

• Technical Assistance and Equity Coaching pilot

• Dunellen completing Community Equity and Diversity Profile

• Describe community diversity with demographic data

• Describe neighborhood-level diversity with maps

• Identify social groups: vulnerable and/or with 

communication needs

• Identify communications barriers and networks

• Applying profile results to develop an equitable Municipal 

Communications Strategy

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/602
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/538
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Policy & Planning

Anne Heasly

Program Manager



Major Initiatives

1. Sustainable Water 

Management

2. Climate Change Planning

3. Complete Streets
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Local action for 
sustainable water 
management



Winter Best Practices to Reduce Road Salt Impacts added
& Municipal Water Story updated

Learn more on the Program Updates page 
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/program-updates/



Winter Best Practices to 
Reduce Road Salt Impacts 
action

Webinar - online

Tuesday, December 12, 2023

12:00pm to 1:00pm

Register: sustainablejersey.com/nc/events/



Municipal Water Story



Private Well Outreach & Testing



Enhanced Stormwater Management

https://thewatershed.org/the-watershed-
institute-releases-enhanced-stormwater-
management-model-ordinance/

https://gitoolkit.njfuture.org



Enhanced Stormwater Management

Webinar - online

Tuesday, February 6, 2024

12:00pm to 1:00pm

Register: 
sustainablejersey.com/nc/
events/



GET BETTER BUY-IN WITH EQUITABLE COMMUNITY 

ENGAGEMENT STRATEGIES
Tuesday, 11/14, 2:00pm – 3:15pm, Room 420

COMMUNITY ENERGY PLANNING: 

LESSONS LEARNED & LOOKING AHEAD
Tuesday, 11/14, 3:45pm – 5:00pm, Room 421

SUSTAINABLE JERSEY PROGRAM UPDATE
Wednesday, 11/15, 9:00am – 10:15am, Room 420

WHAT'S NEW IN ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

OUTREACH CAMPAIGNS
Wednesday, 11/15, 10:45am – 12:00pm, Room 421

INVESTING IN ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION: 

TEST IDEAS, FIND FUNDING
Wednesday, 11/15, 2:00pm – 3:15pm, Room 420

THINK OUTSIDE THE BIN: 

NON-MANDATED RECYCLING INITIATIVES
Wednesday, 11/15, 2:00pm – 3:15pm, Room 421

POWER SURGE: 

SPARKING SUCCESS FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES
Wednesday, 11/15, 3:45pm – 5:00pm, Room 421

PLANNING FOR LOCAL RESPONSES TO CLIMATE CHANGE
Thursday, 11/16 9:00am – 10:15am, Room 420

TREE STEWARDSHIP IMPROVES COMMUNITY RESILIENCE
Thursday, 11/16 10:45am – 12:00pm, Room 421

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT: MAP, MONITOR AND MAINTAIN
Thursday, 11/16 2:00pm – 3:15pm, Room 420

Sustainable Jersey Sessions - New Jersey League of Municipalities
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Local action to 
plan and 
implement climate 
change adaptation



Authoritative Guide for Municipalities



Authoritative Guide for Municipalities



Authoritative Guide for Municipalities
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Tuesday, 11/14, 2:00pm – 3:15pm, Room 420

COMMUNITY ENERGY PLANNING: 

LESSONS LEARNED & LOOKING AHEAD
Tuesday, 11/14, 3:45pm – 5:00pm, Room 421

SUSTAINABLE JERSEY PROGRAM UPDATE
Wednesday, 11/15, 9:00am – 10:15am, Room 420

WHAT'S NEW IN ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

OUTREACH CAMPAIGNS
Wednesday, 11/15, 10:45am – 12:00pm, Room 421

INVESTING IN ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION: 

TEST IDEAS, FIND FUNDING
Wednesday, 11/15, 2:00pm – 3:15pm, Room 420

THINK OUTSIDE THE BIN: 

NON-MANDATED RECYCLING INITIATIVES
Wednesday, 11/15, 2:00pm – 3:15pm, Room 421

POWER SURGE: 

SPARKING SUCCESS FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES
Wednesday, 11/15, 3:45pm – 5:00pm, Room 421

PLANNING FOR LOCAL RESPONSES TO CLIMATE CHANGE
Thursday, 11/16 9:00am – 10:15am, Room 420

TREE STEWARDSHIP IMPROVES COMMUNITY RESILIENCE
Thursday, 11/16 10:45am – 12:00pm, Room 421

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT: MAP, MONITOR AND MAINTAIN
Thursday, 11/16 2:00pm – 3:15pm, Room 420

Sustainable Jersey Sessions - New Jersey League of Municipalities
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Local action to 
improve roads for 
biking and walking



Complete Streets Technical Assistance

Provides technical assistance to municipalities

to advance a Complete Streets initiative.
• Competitive application process

• Partnership of NJTPA, Sustainable Jersey, and 

Voorhees Transportation  Center at Rutgers

• 24 studies completed to-date



Complete 
Streets 
Technical 
Assistance



Implementation Examples
Municipality Amount Source Project

Cranbury - Municipal Bikeway installed during repaving

Dunellen - Municipal Bikeway installed during repaving

Eatontown $275,000 NJDOT Greenway

Manville $48,000 RAISE RR grade crossings study

Passaic City $454,000 Transportation 

Alternatives

Streetscaping and bikeway 

construction

Seaside Heights $824,000 Transportation 

Alternatives

Streetscaping and bikeway 

construction

West Orange $780,000 Transportation 

Alternatives

Pedestrian crossing construction



Application Timeline

Application period opens December 5: 

http://bit.ly/CompleteStreetsTA

http://bit.ly/CompleteStreetsTA
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ENGAGEMENT STRATEGIES
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COMMUNITY ENERGY PLANNING: 

LESSONS LEARNED & LOOKING AHEAD
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SUSTAINABLE JERSEY PROGRAM UPDATE
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WHAT'S NEW IN ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

OUTREACH CAMPAIGNS
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Wednesday, 11/15, 2:00pm – 3:15pm, Room 420
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SPARKING SUCCESS FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES
Wednesday, 11/15, 3:45pm – 5:00pm, Room 421
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Thursday, 11/16 9:00am – 10:15am, Room 420
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Thursday, 11/16 2:00pm – 3:15pm, Room 420

Sustainable Jersey Sessions - New Jersey League of Municipalities
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Energy

Nancy Quirk 

Senior Program Manager

42



Municipal Energy Actions

Energy Efficiency Renewable Energy Alternative Fuel Vehicles

• Energy Efficiency for Municipal

Facilities

• Energy Tracking and 

Management

• On-Site Geothermal

• On-Site Solar 

+10 pt storage/resilience

+  5 pt solar thermal

• On-Site Wind

• Buy Renewable Energy

• Fleet Inventory

• Purchase Alternative

Fuel Vehicles

• Meet Green Fleet Targets 

• Energy Assistance  Outreach

• Commercial Energy Efficiency

Outreach

• Residential Energy Efficiency

Outreach

• Community Energy Plan / 

Climate Action Plan

• Make Your Town Solar Friendly

• Municipally Supported 

Community Solar

• Solar Outreach

• Renewable Government Energy

Aggregation (R-GEA)

• Make Your Town Electric

Vehicle (EV) Friendly

• Public EV Chargers 

• Electric Vehicle Outreach

Municipal 

Operations

Community

Energy Use



Residential Energy Efficiency Outreach

For 10 points:  

• Outreach plan developed with utility 

o Comfort Partners Program

o Home Weatherization for Income 

Qualified Customers

o Home Performance with ENERGY 

STAR® (HPwES)

• Outreach requirements

o Energy Efficiency page on municipal or 

green team website 

o List of HPwES Contractors

For additional 10 points: 

• Pre-selected HPwES Assessment(s)

o Municipality selects HPwES contractor(s) for 

outreach campaign via RFP

• Information on municipal website 

includes selected HPwES contractor(s)

• Letter from municipality includes 

selected HPwES contractor(s)

o Letter recommends that residents solicit three 

price quotes for upgrades



Commercial Energy Efficiency Outreach

For 10 points:  

• Outreach plan developed with utility 

o Small Business Direct Install

• Outreach requirements

o Energy Efficiency page on municipal or 

green team website 

o Letter from municipality to local 

businesses

For additional 10 points: 

• Pre-selected Direct Install contractor(s)

o Municipality selects DI contractor(s) via RFP 

to feature in outreach campaign

• Information on municipal website to 

include selected DI contractor(s)

• Letter from municipality includes 

selected DI contractor(s)



Energy Assistance Outreach

Volunteer briefed on Comfort Partners talking points 

at Newark’s Lincoln Park Jazz Festival. 

10 points

• Energy assistance resources outreach campaign

o LIHEAP, Payment Assistance for Gas and Electric (PAGE), etc.

• Meet with local community organizations serving low- and 

moderate-income residents to:

o Collaborate on outreach campaign 

o Assist community organizations with energy efficiency incentive 

programs

Additional 10 points 
• New Jersey Comfort Partners Program outreach campaign

o Coordinate with Comfort Partners Utility Working Group

o Sustainable Jersey Comfort Partners Outreach Toolkit



EE Outreach Campaign Ideas!

Mayors Promoting the Campaign



Make Your Town Solar Friendly Action

Updated

• SolSmart Silver = automatic 15 points

• Solsmart certified munis requested to 
submit:
o Supportive Solar Ordinance
o Online Permitting Requirements Checklist

• For 30 points, all municipalities must 
submit:
o Supportive Solar Ordinance
o Adopted Permitting Fee Ordinance
o Online Permitting Requirements Checklist
o Solar Training for First Responders



New Jersey Community Solar Project Finder

• Large solar installation with 

multiple subscribers 

• Provides benefits of solar to those 

not able to install solar

• Customers search by zipcode for 

projects serving their municipality

• Subscriber organizations list and 

update community solar projects

• FAQs on community solar

SustainableJersey.com/communitysolar

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/communitysolar


Community Solar Resources

• Sustainable Jersey Community Solar How-To Guide

• Municipally Supported Community Solar Action 

• Sustainable Princeton 

o Community Solar Factsheet

o Subscriber Tip Sheet

All resources can be found at sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/
Actions and_Certification/Actions/Energy/Community Solar_Resources.pdf

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Energy/Community_Solar_Resources.pdf


Community Energy Plan Action

• 10 points: Community Energy Plan (CEP)

OR

• 15 points: Climate Action Plan (CAP)

• Encourages planning that is

o Energy-focused

o Focused on high-impact initiatives

o Strategic about community engagement

o Easily implemented

• Must use Workplan Template

• CAP requires additional elements



Next Steps: Community Energy Plan Grants 



Community Carbon Footprint Action - Retired

Data available on 

Sustainable Jersey Data Center

8.34%

6.83%

0.69%

0.38%

24.74%

15.90%

1.24%
2.15%

39.74%

2020 Community-Scale Energy-Related GHG 
Emissions  

by Sector and Energy Type (MT CO2e)

Residential Electricity

Commercial Electricity

Industrial Electricity

Street Lighting Electricity

Residential Natural Gas

Commercial Natural Gas

Industrial Natural Gas

Street Lighting Natural
Gas
Other Heating Fuels

Total emissions

279,782 metric 

tons CO2e

sustainablejersey.com/resources/data-center/

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/resources/data-center/sustainable-jersey-data-resources/


Sustainable Jersey 

Energy Technical 

Assistance

www.sustainablejersey.com/grants

Energy Technical Assistance includes:

• Assistance identifying and applying for 

state/utility incentives for facility upgrades

• Assistance setting up an energy tracking 

system for facility energy use

Energy Technical Assistance funded by:

• Board of Public Utilities

• Investor-owned utilities:

o Elizabethtown Gas

o New Jersey Natural Gas 

o PSE&G

o South Jersey Gas

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/grants


Technical Assistance in Action

Case study: Jersey City Public Schools

Sustainable Jersey Energy Technical 

Assistance Team:

• Organized energy data and set and 

updated energy tracking system

• Helped school district complete the 

energy usage reduction calculations 

needed to get points in Energy Efficiency 

for School Facilities action

Images: Sustainable Jersey meeting with JCPS 

sustainability working group; energy use 

reductions spreadsheet



Technical Assistance in Action
Case study: City of Paterson

Sustainable Jersey Energy Technical 

Assistance Team:

• Organized energy data

• Supported application to NJCEP Local 

Government Energy Audit

• ENERGYSTAR Portfolio Manager 

• Action points

• Energy Tracking and Management

• Energy Efficiency for Facilities

Images: Benchmarking / energy usage reports 

from Paterson’s ESPM account



Certification
Program Updates

Samantha McGraw

Senior Department Administrator



2024 Certification Cycle

• Municipalities can submit for the first time in any round, but it is recommended to 

submit in the first two rounds to receive feedback to help achieve certification.

• Informational webinar December 13 at 12:00pm

More information & webinar registration: 

sustainablejersey.com/2024-certification-cycle 

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/certification/2024-certification-cycle/


New, Updated & 
Retiring Actions



New, Updated & Retiring Actions

Stay up to date by visiting the Program Updates page: sustainablejersey.com/actions/program-updates

Category Action Points Status

Animals in the Community Animals in the Community Education 10 Retires 12/31/23

Community Partnership & 

Outreach

Green Fair

“Green” Your Green Fair

10 to 15

10
Updated

Retires 12/31/23

Emergency Management & 

Resiliency
Heat Island Assessment & Mitigation Plan 5 to 20 Updated

Energy

Energy Assistance Outreach

Residential Energy Efficiency Outreach

Commercial Energy Efficiency Outreach
10 to 20

Re-Launching 

2024

Natural Resources

Municipal Water Story

Winter Best Practices to Reduce Road 

Salt Impacts

20 to 25

5 to 15

Updated

New

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/program-updates/


New, Updated & Retiring Actions

Stay up to date by visiting the Program Updates page: sustainablejersey.com/actions/program-updates

Category Action Points Status

Operations & 

Maintenance

Green Purchasing Policy

Adopt a Green Purchasing Policy by 

Ordinance/Resolution

Green Cleaning Products & Motorized Cleaning 

Equipment (formerly Green Cleaning Products)

Recycled Copy Paper (formerly Recycled Paper)

Efficient Landscape Design

Integrated Pest Management

Minimize Water Consumption

5 to 10

5 to 10

5 to 15

5 to 15

10

10

10

New

Retires 12/31/23

Updated

Updated

Retires 12/31/23

Retires 12/31/23

Retires 12/31/23

Sustainability & 

Climate Planning

Community Energy Plan & Climate Action Plan

Community Sustainability Plan

Vision Statement & Goals

Indicators & Targets

Action Plans

10 to 15

10 to 25

5

10

10

New 2024

New

Retires 12/31/23

Retires 12/31/23

Retires 12/31/23

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/program-updates/


Statistics current as of 10/27/22Statistics current as of 10/27/22

Use the Participating Municipalities & Approved Actions (sustainablejersey.com/certification/search-

participating-municipalities-approved-actions) page to find examples of documentation from certified 

towns and connect with municipal green teams

Search by action
View certified towns approved for that 

action

View certification report for 

example documentation

Participants Map Search

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/certification/search-participating-municipalities-approved-actions/


GET BETTER BUY-IN WITH EQUITABLE COMMUNITY 

ENGAGEMENT STRATEGIES
Tuesday, 11/14, 2:00pm – 3:15pm, Room 420

COMMUNITY ENERGY PLANNING: 

LESSONS LEARNED & LOOKING AHEAD
Tuesday, 11/14, 3:45pm – 5:00pm, Room 421

SUSTAINABLE JERSEY PROGRAM UPDATE
Wednesday, 11/15, 9:00am – 10:15am, Room 420

WHAT'S NEW IN ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

OUTREACH CAMPAIGNS
Wednesday, 11/15, 10:45am – 12:00pm, Room 421

INVESTING IN ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION: 

TEST IDEAS, FIND FUNDING
Wednesday, 11/15, 2:00pm – 3:15pm, Room 420

THINK OUTSIDE THE BIN: 

NON-MANDATED RECYCLING INITIATIVES
Wednesday, 11/15, 2:00pm – 3:15pm, Room 421

POWER SURGE: 

SPARKING SUCCESS FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES
Wednesday, 11/15, 3:45pm – 5:00pm, Room 421

PLANNING FOR LOCAL RESPONSES TO CLIMATE CHANGE
Thursday, 11/16 9:00am – 10:15am, Room 420
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Thursday, 11/16 10:45am – 12:00pm, Room 421

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT: MAP, MONITOR AND MAINTAIN
Thursday, 11/16 2:00pm – 3:15pm, Room 420

Sustainable Jersey Sessions - New Jersey League of Municipalities

Presentations will be posted on our website: Resources/Presentations/NJLM Conference by 12/1



COMPLETE STREETS 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Municipalities within the NJTPA region are eligible 

to apply to receive free technical services to 

advance a complete street initiative. Register for 

this webinar on December 5 from noon to 

1:00pm to learn how 24 New Jersey communities 

have used this program to address their local 

issues and how to identify and apply for a project 

in your community. 

Sustainable Jersey Technical Assistance

SUSTAINABLE JERSEY ENERGY 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

• Energy Technical Assistance includes:

Identify and apply for NJCEP and/or 

utility incentives for facility upgrades

• Establish energy tracking system for 

facility energy use

Energy TA funded by:

• NJ Board of Public Utilities

• Investor-owned utilities:

• Elizabethtown Gas

• New Jersey Natural Gas 

• PSE&G

• South Jersey Gas

LEARN MORE
For more information and to apply 

for technical assistance visit: 

https://bit.ly/SJgrants

https://bit.ly/SJgrants


We are here to support you!

• Visit us at Booth 103

• Check out our website

• Schedule a consultation 

with staff 



Thank You!

• Stay updated on grants, technical assistance, events 

and program updates by joining our mailing list

• Questions? Visit our website sustainablejersey.com or 

contact us at info@sustainablejersey.com or 609-771-

2938

Scan QR Code to 

sign up for our 

mailing list

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/
mailto:info@sustainablejersey.com


Sustainable Jersey Underwriters and Sponsors

IG: Sustainable_Jersey | Twitter: @SJ_Program and @SJ_Schools | FB: @SustainableJersey | LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey


