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Community Energy Plan Grant Program



• Community-level action is essential to meet the Energy
Master Plan goal of 100% clean energy by 2050. This
program provides communities the opportunity to align
local actions with EMP’s goals.

• The CEPG Program supports municipal action on climate
change, with specific focus on energy resilience,
renewable energy, and energy efficiency.

• The CEPG Program was redesigned to better prioritize
low- and moderate- income and overburdened
communities.

• All New Jersey municipalities are eligible for $10,000, with
overburdened municipalities eligible for larger grants and
enhanced support.
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Community Energy Plan Grant (CEPG)



5

Timeline

March 2019

BPU launches 
CEPG Program

November 2021

Board opens 
application period 
for redesigned 
program

June 2022

Board announces 
46 recipients of 
CEPGJune 2021

Board pauses 
Program for 
redesign



Overburdened Municipalities are eligible for additional 
support:

– Larger grant award of $25,000 for community energy planning

– Outreach to identified Overburdened Municipalities to let them know 
about this grant opportunity

– Technical assistance to develop and submit applications for the CEP 
Grant

– Technical assistance in the creation of the Plan once the grant is 
awarded
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Overburdened Municipalities
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Overburdened Municipalities
Municipality County Municipality County

Asbury Park City Monmouth Millville City Cumberland
Atlantic City Atlantic New Brunswick City Middlesex
Bridgeton City Cumberland Newark City Essex
Buena Boro Atlantic North Wildwood City Cape May
Camden City Camden Passaic City Passaic
Cape May Point Boro Cape May Paterson City Passaic
Chesilhurst Boro Camden Paulsboro Boro Gloucester
City of Orange Twp Essex Penns Grove Boro Salem
Clementon Boro Camden Perth Amboy City Middlesex
Commercial Twp Cumberland Phillipsburg Town Warren
East Newark Boro Hudson Plainfield City Union
East Orange City Essex Pleasantville City Atlantic
Egg Harbor City Atlantic Prospect Park Boro Passaic
Elizabeth City Union Salem City Salem
Fairfield Twp Cumberland Seaside Heights Boro Ocean
Flemington Boro Hunterdon Trenton City Mercer
Freehold Boro Monmouth Union City Hudson
Harrison Town Hudson Victory Gardens Boro Morris
Hi-nella Boro Camden Vineland City Cumberland
Irvington Twp Essex West New York Town Hudson
Lakewood Twp Ocean Wildwood City Cape May
Lindenwold Boro Camden Woodbine Boro Cape May
Long Branch City Monmouth Woodlynne Boro Camden
Maurice River Twp Cumberland Wrightstown Boro Burlington



Once funds are received, grantees must complete the following:

1. Based on the strategies identified in the application, work to conduct an in-depth analysis 
of the EMP-based strategies using the Workplan Template to create the Community 
Energy Plan

2. Conduct a public meeting to engage the community in the creation of the Plan 

3. Finalize the Plan through formal adoption by the municipal governing body and submit a 
copy of the completed Plan to the Board

4. Reporting requirements for the grant are dependent on the amount awarded:  

a) $10,000 grant: submit performance and expenditure report at the end of the eighteen 
(18) month grant term

b) $25,000 grant: submit quarterly expenditure reports and a final performance and 
expenditure report at the end of the eighteen (18) month grant term  
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Grant Requirements



Irvington’s Community Energy Plan
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Charnette Frederic
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Irvington Green Chair
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Irvington Township

Irvington’s Team

Irvington’s Future Work

Summary/Conclusion

Irvington’s Community Energy Plan



Irvington 
Township

2.9 Square miles2.9 Square miles

Based on 2020 census 
Population: 61,176 

Based on 2020 census 
Population: 61,176 

78.8% 
Black

14.7% 
Latino

1.6% 
White



Irvington’s Leadership

Dr. October Hudley, 
1st Vice President

Charnette Frederic, 
2nd Vice President

Sean C. Evans
East Ward Council

Orlander Glen Vick
North Ward Council

Jamillah Z. Beasley
Council President

Vern Cox
West Ward Council

Mayor Tony Vauss

Darleen Browne
Council-at-Large



Irvington Green Team



Irvington Energy Planning Team

Jamel Holley
DPW Director

Althea Headley
QPA

Kyana Woolridge
Com. Dev. Dir.

Audrey Lyons
School Board Pres.

James Louis
Community Leader Tenisha Malcolm-Wint

Community Leader

Tracey Hendel-Woods
Research & Project 
Specialist, Sustainable Jersey 

Satava Williams
Clerk Office



Irvington Green Team’s Special Tribute
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Harry Perryman



Irvington’s Community Energy Plan Grant

 Once The Irvington Green 
Team is aware of the grant, 
our goal was to apply and 
provide all required 
information.

 Interesting Fact:  Even though 
I am the Irvington Green Chair 
and a Councilwoman, I 
couldn’t sign the application 
on behalf of the township

 The Green team in 
collaboration with the 
administration completed the 
application and did the 
submission
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Electricity
and 
Natural Gas 
Usage
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Residential Energy Data
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8.34%

6.83%

0.69%

0.38%

24.74%

15.90%

1.24%

2.15%

39.74%

2020 Community-Scale Energy-Related GHG Emissions  
by Sector and Energy Type (MT CO2e)

Residential Electricity

Commercial Electricity

Industrial Electricity

Street Lighting Electricity

Residential Natural Gas

Commercial Natural Gas

Industrial Natural Gas

Street Lighting Natural Gas

Other Heating Fuels

On-Road Vehicles

Overall GHG Emissions by Subsector
Source: Sustainable Jersey. Community-Scale Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Data
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Future Work

Create a timeline 
for the Project lead 
to executing 
specific action 
items

Create a list of 
organizations, 
community groups, 
and other 
stakeholders 

Plan stakeholder 
engagement event
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CEPG Team

• Michael E. Greene – Business Administrator
• Jill A. Goldy - CFO
• Lisett Lebron – Mayor’s Chief of Staff
• Daniel Cleaver – Buildings and Grounds Supervisor
• Tashi L. Vazquez – Director of and Economic and Community Development
• Matthew Nieves, Director of Public Works
• Joel Rosa - Administrative Analyst/Green Team Coordinator
• Christine Leary – Green Team Support
• Jeffrey Rauch, PE, CME, CFM Principal of Center State Engineering
• Noelia Colon, Business Improvement District



Perth Amboy’s GHG Emissions by Sector

4.34%
5.56%

1.19%

17.75%

9.93%

29.31%

1.08%

30.73%

2020 Community-Scale Energy-Related GHG Emissions  
by Sector and Energy Type (MT CO2e)

Residential Electricity
Commercial Electricity
Industrial Electricity
Street Lighting Electricity
Residential Natural Gas
Commercial Natural Gas
Industrial Natural Gas
Street Lighting Natural Gas
Other Heating Fuels
On-Road Vehicles

Total GHG Emissions 
521,505 metric tons CO2e

2020 Overall GHG Emissions by Subsector 
Source: Sustainable Jersey. Community-Scale Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Data

• Perth Amboy’s CEP Team 
used the Sustainable Jersey 
Data Center to  collect data 
about where emissions in 
the municipality come from

• Industrial natural gas and 
on-Road vehicles are the 
two biggest sources



CEPG Process

Priority initiatives identified (so far)

• Energy Upgrades to Municipal Facilities

• eMobility (Electric Shared mobility)

• Commercial/Industrial Energy Efficiency 
Outreach

• Team is meets monthly with SJ 
Technical Assistance Rep to work 
through the Sustainable Jersey CEPG 
workplan template

• Data collected from SJ Data Center and 
CEPG input is used to identify priority 
initiatives



Energy Upgrades to Municipal Facilities

• Team used SJ Data center to 
pull history of NJCEP 
incentives

• Working with Sustainable 
Jersey technical assistance 
program to identify new 
opportunities for energy 
upgrades 

Municipal Buildings

Name Street Address
Gross
Sq. Ft.

Most recent energy efficiency upgrades

Alexander F. Jankowski 
Community Center 1 Olive Street 18,000 2014 Local Government Energy Audit

Animal Shelter 597 Fayette St 2,500 2014 Local Government Energy Audit
2018 C & I Retrofit

City Hall 260 High Street 20,475
2012 Direct Install
2014 Local Government Energy Audit
2018 C & I Retrofit

DPW 599 Fayette Street 18,039 2012 Direct Install
2018 C & I Retrofit

Perth Amboy Municipal 
Marina 260B Front St 5,000 2014 Local Government Energy Audit

2018 C & I Retrofit

Public Safety Complex - B 375 New Brunswick Ave 40,000 2014 Local Government Energy Audit
2018 C & I Retrofit

Public Safety Complex -A 365 New Brunswick Ave 140,000 2014 Local Government Energy Audit
Public Works Garage 599 Fayette St 12,000 2014 Local Government Energy Audit
Public Works Main Office 599 Fayette St 3,000 2014 Local Government Energy Audit

NJ CEP Incentive History for Perth Amboy’s Municipal Buildings
Source: Sustainable Jersey. NJCEP Local Government Projects 2008-2021



Perth Amboy Moves
eMobility Initiatives

Why?
• It creates mobility for all!

• Safe, equitable, affordable, sustainable, High quality

How?
Designed to operate within the community traveling and stopping 
between interconnecting Kiosks.



Perth Amboy Moves
eMobility Initiative Example

At a Perth Amboy High School

At nearby Walmart



Commercial/Industrial 
Energy Efficiency Outreach
• CEPG team working to identify list of 

industrial property owners
• Buckeye Terminals LLC

• Planning outreach to commercial and 
industrial businesses to share energy 
incentives programs and opportunities with 
businesses

• Office of Economic and Community Development
• Business Improvement District
• Green Team
• Community Stakeholders



Final Thoughts

The Perth Amboy CEPG
• Aligns Perth Amboy’s Energy Plan with the State’s Energy Master Plan
• Improves ability to receive energy improvement grants
• Prepares the City for Clean Energy upgrades
• Provides real data on the City’s energy consumption
• Unites the community for clean energy initiatives
• Helps create solutions that impacts residents quality of life
• Identifies energy cost saving



Introducing Sustainable Jersey

• Certification program for municipalities and 
schools in New Jersey

• Tools, resources, and guidance to help 
municipalities and schools become more 
sustainable

• Grants and funding for municipalities and schools

• Regional Hubs



Sustainable Jersey Participants
Schools Program

• 64% of NJ school districts participating

• 1056 schools participating

• 365 schools certified

- 317 Bronze

- 48 Silver

Municipal Program

• 82% municipalities participating

• 465 municipalities participating

• 221 Certified

- 151 Bronze

- 69 Silver

Municipal Program Schools Program



Community Energy 
Planning Resources



A tool for prioritizing community initiatives in:
• Energy efficiency

– Commercial, industrial, government

– Residential, multifamily

• Transportation

– Passenger vehicles

– Government and business fleets

– Infrastructure

• Renewable energy

– Zoning and permitting

– Outreach and education

– Renewable Government Energy Aggregation

What is a Community Energy Plan?



. . . is a process that includes
– municipal decision makers

– community stakeholders

– community education and outreach

. . . helps organize to
– reduce energy use

– curtail greenhouse gas emissions 

– enhance energy resilience

. . . provides a timeline for
– implementation of key initiatives 

– identification of funding sources

Community Energy Planning . . . 



What’s in a Community Energy Plan?

1. Introduction

2. Community Profile 

3. Energy Related Data

4. Work Plan (Implementation Timeline)

Strategy 1: Transportation

Strategy 2: Renewable Energy/Distributed Energy Resources

Strategy 3: Energy Efficiency and Conservation

Strategy 4: Reduce Energy Consumption in Buildings

Strategy 6: Support Participation by LMI/EJ Communities

Strategy 7: Clean Energy Innovation Economy



Resources for Community Energy Planning

• Sustainable Jersey Data Center

• Sustainable Energy Communities 
Guide

• Community Energy Plan Workplan 
Template

• Community Energy Plan Guide

sustainablejersey.com/resources/publications/energy-guidebooks/



Sustainable Jersey Guide for Sustainable Energy Communities 
sustainablejersey.com/resources/publications/energy-guidebooks/#c4478



sustainablejersey.com/resources/data-center/
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Community Energy Plan Workplan Template



Workplan 
Template
Checklist



Municipal Energy Actions

Energy Efficiency Renewable Energy Alternative Fuel Vehicles

• Energy Efficiency for
Municipal Facilities

• Energy Tracking and 
Management

• On-Site Geothermal
• On-Site Solar +10 pt

storage/resilience +5 pt solar 
thermal

• On-Site Wind
• Buy Renewable Energy

• Fleet Inventory
• Purchase Alternative

Fuel Vehicles
• Meet Green Fleet Targets 

• Energy Assistance  
Outreach

• Commercial Energy 
Efficiency Outreach

• Residential Energy 
Efficiency Outreach

• Make Your Town Solar Friendly
• Municipally Supported 

Community Solar
• Solar Outreach
• Renewable Government 

Energy Aggregation (R-GEA)

• Make Your Town Electric
Vehicle (EV) Friendly

• Public EV Chargers 
• Electric Vehicle Outreach

Municipal 
Operations

Community
Energy Use



Workplan
Planning
Template



Completed
Planning
Template



Technical Assistance for 
Energy Initiatives

Thank you! 
Nancy Quirk

Senior Energy Program Manager

quirkn@tcnj.edu

609.771.2902

o Review current energy use

o Utility billing data

o Energy tracking

o Apply for utility and NJCEP incentives

o Submit for SJ certification points

o Community Energy Planning



SJ-PSE&G 
Partnership Program

Three tracks
– Technical Assistance (TA)

– Residential Energy Efficiency Outreach 
Campaign

– Commercial Energy Efficiency Outreach 
Campaign

Customized Outreach tools
– Video

– Outreach campaign website

– PSE&G giveaways

• Robust TA and implementation support 
for upgrading municipal buildings

• Technical and financial support for 
community outreach campaigns 

• Sustainable Jersey points 

Sign up today at Booth # 103

NEW!



Statistics current as of 10/27/22Statistics current as of 10/27/22

New Funding Cycle Announced!

Informational 
Webinar

1-2pm 
Thursday 
December 8, 
2022

Application 
Deadline

Award 
Notifications

By early April 
2023 with an 
event in early 
May 2023

Friday 
February 10, 
2023

Performance 
Period

10k Grants:
18 months

2k Grants:
12 months

• $200,000 available for NJ municipalities participating in Sustainable Jersey 

• $2k, $10k, and $20k grants for sustainability projects and green team support

Learn More & Apply
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Thank You!

Nancy Quirk
Sustainable Jersey
quirkn@tcnj.edu 

Lauren Griffith
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities
lauren.griffith@bpu.nj.gov 

Charnette Frederic
Irvington Township
c1orelien@hotmail.com 

Joel Rosa
City of Perth Amboy
jrosa@perthamboynj.org 


