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Sustainable Jersey Session #7

State Plan & Sustainable Jersey  -
Good Planning Together
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Overview of Sustainable Jersey

• Free sustainability 
certification program for 
New Jersey municipalities

o Our vision: achieve a sustainable 
New Jersey, one community at a time

o Our mission: empower New Jersey communities to build a 
better world for future generations with the tools, training and 
financial incentives necessary to pursue critical sustainability 
initiatives
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A Framework for Action

• Coordinates priorities, 
resources, and policy 
among public and private 
state and local actors 

• Develops tools, resources, 
and guidance to make 
progress

• Provides access to grants 
and assistance

• Recognizes 
accomplishments
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Program Participants

Municipal Program
463 Participating

• 81% of NJ municipalities

• 210 Certified
o 151 Bronze
o 59 Silver
o 1 Energy Gold Star 

(Woodbridge)
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Sustainable Jersey Actions

• Action purpose and points
• Why is it important?
• Who should be involved?
• How long will it take and what 

will it cost?
• What to do and how to do it? 
• What to submit
• Spotlights
• Resources
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Good Planning

Actions to consider:
• Community Partnership & Outreach

o Create a Green Team

• Land Use & Transportation
o Historic Preservation Element; 

Sustainable Land Use Pledge; Green 
Development Checklist; Enhanced 
Stormwater Management Control 
Ordinance

• Natural Resources
o Open Space Plan; Environmental 

Assessment Ordinance; Site Plan Review 
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Emergency Management & 
Resilience

• Coastal Vulnerability Assessment (CVA)
• Climate Adaption: Flood Risk
• Heat Island Assessment
• Extreme Temperature Event Plan and
• Vulnerable Populations Identification for 

Emergencies
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• View available opportunities via the Grants tab on our websites and 
sign up for our newsletters to stay informed bit.ly/SJgrants
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2022 Cycle: Announced on 
Tuesday! 

• 20k, 10k, and 2k grants available
• Can be used for any Sustainable 

Jersey action-related project 
• Funding Dispersed in early May
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Complete Streets 
Technical Assistance 

Program

Sustainable 
Communities Grant 

Program

EDF Climate 
Corps Program 
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Complete Streets Technical Assistance 
Program - Round 3

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE: DECEMBER 6, 2021

APPLICATIONS DUE: FEBRUARY 11, 2022

Two Webinars: 

Project Types Webinar
Thursday, December 9, 2021
noon - 1:00pm 

Application Process Webinar
Wednesday, December 15, 2021
noon – 1:00pm



Department of State
Tahesha Way, Secretary

NJ Business Action Center
Melanie Willoughby, Executive Director

NJ Office of Planning Advocacy 
Donna Rendeiro, Executive Director

Meghan E. Wren, AICP
Area Planner
Meghan.Wren@sos.nj.gov
609.381.7452

State Planning Commission/
Office of Planning Advocacy



Foundations of 
Planning in New Jersey
NJ has a long history of state planning – the 
first NJ State Plan dates back to 1934.



The State Planning Act

In 1985, in response to the 
Mount Laurel II ruling, NJ 
enacted  the State Planning Act
(SPA) (N.J.S.A. 52:18A-196). 

Along with the Fair Share Housing Act, 
the SPA was meant to strengthen the 1980 
State Development Guide Plan with a more 
comprehensive State Plan, or State 
Development & Redevelopment Plan 
(SDRP) 

“designed for use as a tool for assessing 
suitable locations for infrastructure, 
housing, economic growth and 
conservation.



State Planning Act 
(SPA)

• Guided preparation of a State Plan 
the State Development and 
Redevelopment Plan (SDRP), first 
one adopted in 1992;

• Created a  collaborative process for 
adopting the Plan known as –
“Cross Acceptance”; and 

• Called for greater coordination 
among state agencies, local and 
regional governments to ensure 
“sound and integrated” planning. 

• Established the State Planning 
Commission (SPC) and an Office of 
State Planning to provide staff 
support to the SPC.



17 member board including:

• 6 public members

• 4 representatives from 
municipal and county 
government

• State Treasurer (now    
Secretary of State)

• 4 other cabinet members 
appointed by the Governor

• 2 members of the executive 
branch also appointed by 
the Governor

The Plan Implementation 
Committee (PIC) is the SPC’s 
working sub-committee. The 
SPC and the PIC meet monthly.

The State Planning Act also established the 

State Planning Commission (SPC)
The SPC’s primary function is to prepare, adopt, maintain, and update the 
State Plan, among other specific functions found at NJSA 52: 18A-199.



The State Plan
• The State Plan was last amended and re-adopted in 

2001.

• The 2001 State Plan establishes a broad policy 
framework of how anticipated growth can best be 
accommodated in a more sustainable manner 
necessary for maintaining and revitalizing livable 
communities in the nation’s most densely populated 
state.

• The SPC initiated, in 2003, a State Plan update; and after 
a prolonged cross-acceptance process, released a 
“Draft Final State Plan” in January 2007 that was not 
adopted.

• The SPC released, in 2011, an updated State Plan 
labeled State Strategic Plan, which was slightly modified 
and again released in 2012, but never adopted. 

• As such, the 2001 State Plan remains in effect.



The 2001 State Plan 
Maps a path to sustainable development and redevelopment in New Jersey; 
focusing growth into compact, mixed-use communities that offer an array of 
housing, shopping and employment options; and provide opportunities for the use 
of transit, bicycle and pedestrian travel while protecting key community assets. 

Inspires – with a bold vision for the 
future and provides the policy directives 
to attain this vision;

Leads – by identifying the path and the 
tools; 

Balances – with fair and equitable 
distribution of costs and the benefits of 
growth for all;

Coordinates - state and local 
planning by providing a single text for 
guiding  growth and conservation 
decisions



State Planning Goals
Eight State Planning Goals are based directly on the mandates in the SPA. The 
General Plan Strategy is to achieve these goals “by coordinating public and 
private actions to guide future growth consistent with the State Plan Statewide 
Policies and the State Plan Policy Map”.  Each goal is related back to relevant 
statewide policies.

• Goal #1: Revitalize the State’s Cities and Towns

 Goal #2: Conserve the State’s Natural Resources and Systems

 Goal #3: Promote Beneficial Economic Growth, Development and Renewal
for All Residents of NJ

 Goal #4: Protect the Environment, Prevent and Clean Up Pollution

 Goal #5: Provide Adequate Public Facilities and Services at a Reasonable
Cost

 Goal #6: Provide Adequate Housing at a Reasonable Cost

 Goal #7: Preserve and Enhance Areas with Historic, Cultural, Scenic, Open
Space and  Recreational Value

 Goal #8: Ensure Sound and Integrated Planning and Implementation
Statewide



The State Plan 
Policy Map

The State Plan Policy Map 
(SPPM) provides a spatial 
framework for articulating 
and implementing statewide  
goals, strategies and 
policies. 

LINK TO ONLINE LOCATOR MAP 



The State Plan has 5 Primary Planning Areas:
Metropolitan Planning Area (PA1) Provide for much of the state’s future 
redevelopment; accommodate public water and sewer; revitalize cities and towns; promote 
growth in compact forms; stabilize older suburbs; and protect the character of existing stable 
communities.

Suburban Planning Areas (PA2) Provide for much of the state’s future 
development; promote growth in Centers; accommodate public water and sewer; protect existing 
stable communities; protect natural resources; redesign and avert sprawl; and revitalize cities and 
towns. 

Fringe Planning Area (PA3) Protect the Environs; revitalize cities and towns; 
protect the character of existing stable communities; and provide a buffer between more 
developed Metropolitan and Suburban Planning Areas and less developed Rural and 
Environmentally Sensitive Planning Areas.

Rural Planning Area (PA4) and Rural/Environmentally Sensitive 
Planning Area (PA4B) Maintain the Environs as large contiguous areas; promote a viable 
agricultural industry; and protect the character of existing stable communities.

Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area (PA5) and 
Environmentally Sensitive/Barrier Islands Planning Area (PA5B) Protect 
environmental resources; accommodate growth in Centers; and protect the character of existing 
stable communities.



Centers are central places where growth and redevelopment should be 

attracted and are the key organizing principle for development and redevelopment in the state.

• Urban - Generally the largest Centers, offering the most diverse mix of 
industry, commerce, services, residences and cultural facilities.

• Regional - A compact mix of residential, commercial and public uses, 
serving a large surrounding area and developed at an intensity that 
makes public transportation feasible.

• Town - Traditional Centers of commerce or government throughout New 
Jersey, with diverse residential neighborhoods served by a mixed-use 
core offering locally oriented goods and services.

• Village - Primarily residential places that offer a small core with limited 
public facilities, consumer services and community activities.

• Hamlet - Small-scale compact residential settlements organized around a 
community focal point, such as a house of worship, luncheonette, small 
park or a civic building. 

• Nodes - Areas of specialized and concentrated commercial, 
manufacturing, heavy industrial, transportation, and/or utilities.



State-Level Implementation
The State Plan engages full participation and cooperation of state agencies through:

• Participation in the development of the Plan;
• Participation on the SPC;
• Development of consistent agency plans;
• Consistency of state agency investment decisions;
• Development of regulations that are guided by the provisions of the Plan.
• Executive orders direct State departments to implement the Plan.

Since re-adoption in 2001, rule changes, tools and programs have linked funds and 
other approvals to the SDRP, while many state grant and loan programs, prioritize 
funding based on “Smart Growth Areas” which are derived from Planning Area and/or 
Center designation concepts.  The Office of Planning Advocacy is currently working to 
identify additional benefits as further incentive for Plan Endorsement.



Regional and Local 
Implementation
• SPC works in close coordination with NJDEP 

which has jurisdiction in areas subject to the 
Coastal Area Facility Review Act (CAFRA).

• SPC coordinates with the state’s regional 
planning entities including the Highlands 
Council, Sports & Exposition Authority and 
Pinelands Commission;

• The MLUL requires municipal master plans to 
include a specific policy statement indicating 
consistency with the SDRP.



Plan Endorsement (PE)

• The 2001 State Plan created a comprehensive process where a 
municipal or regional entity can obtain recognition from the SPC that 
its land use plans and ordinances are consistent with the State Plan.



EXECUTIVE ORDERS (EO)
RESILIENCY & EQUITY EO 89 Recently, Executive Order 89 established a 

Statewide Climate Change Resilience Strategy. 
The SPC shall incorporate climate change 
considerations as a mandatory element for Plan 
Endorsement.

 EO 23

 New MLUL requirement for Climate Change 
Vulnerability Assessment with new Master Plan



What’s next?
• OPA is currently working with 94 municipalities with a total of 99 Centers 

expiring on January 11, 2022 (180 days after the revocation of Executive Order 
103, per SPC resolution 2020-07).

• OPA is working closely with the NJDEP to incorporate climate resiliency 
planning into the PE process as directed by Executive Order 89.

• Rule changes are required to integrate EO 89 with Plan Endorsement and allow 
for other updates – including guidelines or endorsement renewals.

• SPC take larger role in statewide land use policies?

• State Plan Update? For more information contact:
Office of Planning Advocacy
609-292-7156 (office)
https://nj.gov/state/planning/index.shtml

NJ DOS - NJ Office of Planning 
Advocacy - State Plan



BACKGROUND 
SUSTAINABLE JERSEY SYNERGY

Many shared goals with SDRP
Certification system with 150 

potential actions
Additional benefits to 

municipalities
Looking for efficiencies to 

encourage and support 
municipal progress toward 
sustainable communities –
Smart Growth



We looked at 
municipalities that 
were going through 
the Plan 
Endorsement 
process and cross 
referenced them 
with Sustainable 
Jersey certified 
towns.

We found lots of 
opportunities for 
efficiencies of 
actions for the 
municipalities. 









Sustainable 
Jersey Action

OPA 
Required? Status Pts Comments/Questions
PE PIA

Create Green 
Team 
(MANDATORY 
for SJ)

O 

Can be used for public 
engagement for PE, in MSA 
template now. Can it be a PE 
requirement? It would create 
accountability to the PIA?

10

Can serve as MSA advisory 
committee; OPA encourages 
making the Green Team the 
MSA Advisory committee = 
win/win.

Natural 
Resource 
Inventory 
(PRIORITY)

Y PIA Required for PE 10 Can't be older than 10 yrs for 
SJ; what does DEP req? OK to 
follow SJ standards?

Sustainable 
Land Use 
Pledge 
(PRIORITY)

y MOU

Statement of sustainability 
required for PE. Should get a 
municipality SJ points? Is SJ 
action specific enough for PE 
expectations?

10

OPA: PE could more specifically 
require the SJ pledge;  SJ: 
Could PE pledge last longer 
than 3 yrs before expiring if 
secured in a non-certification 
year?

Build-Out 
Analysis Y

OPA does during O&C, could 
earn SJ points; esp if 
Municipality posts it online, 
incorporates it in planning 
and it informs zoning.

10

Not required for entire town by 
SJ  for pts





NJ Office of Planning Advocacy and 
Sustainable Jersey have complementary 
missions in that both support municipalities in 
creating sustainable and resilient 
communities with the greatest equity and 
efficiency. 

“A key goal behind this comparison is to 
minimize duplication of efforts by 
municipalities as they work on sustainability 
and provide them with unified guidance to 
support their undertaking additional 
meaningful actions.”



SPC/SJ  SYNERGY PARTNERSHIP

SPC Resolution

Crosswalk

Municipality list

Recommended Task List



CAN YOUR MUNICIPALITY 
BENEFIT FROM OUR 
PARTNERSHIP?
Bronze or Silver Certification?

Extra points on grant 
applications?

Support for projects in smart 
growth areas/Centers/PA 
1/2,Endorsed Municipalities?

LET US HELP!



RONALD SIMONE
BSBA, MPA
CITY ADMINISTRATOR

Sustainable Jersey Bronze Certified and 

4 Year Tree City USA  Community

Accredited CFMP/Vegetation Mgt. Plan

MSA Submitted –Islandwide Center Designation  



North Wildwood, NJ

The City of North Wildwood is a barrier island community 
within Cape May County, NJ devoted to providing efficient, 
dependable, transparent and responsive municipal services 

to the residents, visitors and property owners of the 
community while offering the lowest average property taxes 
of any shore town in the State of New Jersey.  By practicing 

sound and responsible fiscal management, the City of 
North Wildwood is able and dedicated to investing in local 

shore protection efforts, major infrastructure, parks 
improvements, and resiliency and sustainability projects 

that strengthen our City to protect critical 
facilities/infrastructure, real properties and life against the 

effects of sea-level-rise/climate change. 



Biggest Challenge

• Climate Change/Sea-Level-Rise
• Erosion

• Tidal Flooding

• Accelerated depreciation of infrastructure
• Bulkheads 

• Storm-sewer system



Tidal Flooding



Erosion



Coastal Resiliency Efforts

• Annual Sand-Back-Pass Project 

• Bulkhead Redevelopment 

• Storm-sewer Reconstruction

• Pump-stations 

• Adoption of Higher Regulatory Standards 



Sand Back Pass



Bulkheads



Green Team’s 
Community Partnerships
• Beach Beautification Brigade

• Cigarette Butt Recycling Program

• (Free) Employee Farmers Market 

• Monofilament Fishing-line Recycling

• NWShovels Program



Beach Clean up Stations 
Various Beach Cleanup Stations at Surf Ave, 7th Ave, 15th

Ave, and 22nd Ave



Monthly Beach Cleanups



Cigarette Butt Recycling

• Funded by a PSEG Sustainable Jersey Grant and through 
a partnership w/ Terracycle, North Wildwood recycles 
cigarette butts at every beach and boardwalk entrance. 
Last year, North Wildwood recycled 26.4 lbs of cigarettes, 
which equates to 26,400 cigarettes.





NWShovels Program



(Free) Employee Farmers Market

• Funded by the Atlantic County Joint Insurance Fund and 
through a partnership w/ LeGates Local Farmers Market, 

the City provides free farm fresh vegetables for 
employees four (4) times a year. 





Surfrider Foundation Partnership



Community Partnerships

• Cost very little to nothing

• Engage the residents of your community 

• Promote and inspire sustainability 

• Improves your community and local ecosystem



Commercial Township, 
Cumberland County

• SJ Bronze Certified January 2021
• Initiated Plan Endorsement Process with 

Prepetition Meeting March 2020
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PLATINUM

SILVER

BRONZE

Grants Program

Corporate Sponsors

GOLD

Program Underwriters

Sustainable Jersey Supporters & Sponsors


