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Resources to Support 
Local Sustainability Initiatives
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Sustainability is most often 
defined as meeting the needs 
of the present without 
compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet 
theirs. It has three main 
pillars: social, economic, and  
environmental.

What is Sustainability?
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A Framework for Action

• Coordinates priorities, 
resources, and policy 
among public and private 
state and local actors 

• Develops tools, resources, 
and guidance to make 
progress

• Provides access to grants 
and assistance

• Recognizes 
accomplishments
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The Way Forward

Build the movement

Build local capacity

Everyone is included and 
benefits

Share the movement beyond 
our borders
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Strategic Initiatives 

Equity

Energy and Climate Change

Resilience

Water

Complete Streets

Public Health
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Sustainable Jersey is striving to become more 
equitable, more inclusive, and better prepared 
to do the work of advancing social justice while 
supporting municipalities and schools in New 
Jersey to do the same. In doing so, Sustainable 
Jersey commits to take anti-racist action and to 
oppose oppression in all forms.
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• Policy adopted to apply equity screen to new actions

• Developing new actions: Capacity-building to  Eliminate 
Implicit Bias; Municipal Equity Assessment

• Funding proposals to support equity coaches

• Energy TA promotes energy efficiency assistance to low & 
moderate-income municipalities

• Energy TA tracks participation by municipal 
demographics (race, income, etc.)

Current Steps
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ACTIONS AND 
RESOURCES

TRAINING TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE

GRANTS

Building Local Capacity
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Energy and Climate Change

Nancy Quirk
Energy Program Manager
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Municipal Energy Actions

Energy Efficiency Renewable Energy Alternative Fuel Vehicles

• Energy Efficiency for
Municipal Facilities

• Energy Tracking and
Management

• On-Site Geothermal System
• On-Site Solar System

+10 pt storage/resilience
+  5 pt solar thermal

• On-Site Wind System
• Buy Renewable Energy

• Fleet Inventory
• Purchase Alternative 

Fuel Vehicles
• Meet Green Fleet Targets 

• Energy Assistance  
Outreach

• Commercial Energy
Efficiency Outreach

• Residential Energy 
Efficiency Outreach

• Make Your Town Solar Friendly
• Municipally Supported

Community Solar
• Community-Led Solar

Initiatives
• Renewable Government 

Energy Aggregation (R-GEA)

• Make Your Town Electric
Vehicle (EV) Friendly

• Public EV Chargers 
• Electric Vehicle Outreach

Municipal 
Operations

Community
Energy Use
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Gold Star Standard in Energy

Community Actions (two from each category)

Energy Efficiency
• Energy Assistance Outreach
• Commercial Energy Efficiency Outreach
• Residential Energy Efficiency Outreach

Renewable Energy
• Make Your Town Solar Friendly
• Municipally Supported Community Solar
• Community-Led Solar Initiatives 

Transportation
• Make Your Town Electric Vehicle Friendly
• Public Electric Vehicle Chargers
• Electric Vehicle Outreach

Municipal Operations

Municipal Buildings
• Energy efficiency
• Operations / equipment
• Green building policy

Municipal Fleet
• Fleet electrification
• Route optimization
• Telematics 

GHG reductions
• 3.6% annually
• 10.8% over 3 years
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Municipal roles in meeting state energy goals
• NJ Energy Master Plan

o Reduce emissions
 Transportation
 Buildings

o Maximize energy efficiency
o Increase renewable energy
o Expand participation in clean 

energy economy

Our Energy Future
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Energy Resources

Sustainable Jersey’s
Community Solar Resource Page
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• Points-based national 
certification program

• Solar planning, zoning, 
permitting, and outreach

• SolSmart Silver counts for
Make Your Town Solar Friendly 
Action

solsmart.org

CAL GOERNMENTS

Get started with SolSmart!
Solar Statement to include

• Commitment to SolSmart
certification

• Past solar achievement

• Solar goals

• Commitment to track solar 
metrics in your community

SolSmart

Image from www.solsmart.org. 
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Online Solar Permitting Tool

• Developed by National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (NREL) 

• Free for municipalities

• Automated plan review, code compliance check

• Online fee payment

• Can reduce permitting time by 5-10 days

solarapp.nrel.gov/
Image from NREL. solarapp.nrel.gov



Facebook: SustainableJersey |  Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools | Insta: sustainable_jersey |  LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

EV Procurement Guide

• Fleet Leasing 
• Purchasing Cooperatives
• Government Contracts
• Direct Purchase Options
• Service Contracts

sustainablejersey.com/resources/
publications/energy-guidebooks/
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Select two audience types

o Residential
o Commercial
o Multifamily

Complete two outreach activities
o Webpage on green team or 

municipal website
o Brochure, flyer, newsletter
o Award recognizing businesses 

for EV/EVSE accomplishments
o “Ride and drive” event

*New Action*
Electric Vehicle Outreach

o Commercial fleets
o Workplaces
o Auto dealerships
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• Adopt Statewide EV Ordinance

• Update land use code

• First responder training

Action Update:
Make Your Town EV Friendly 

Statewide EV Ordinance
www.nj.gov/dca/dlps/home/
modelEVordinance.shtml
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• Outreach about energy efficiency and bill payment assistance programs

• Partner with local community organizations

• Encourage local food bank, health clinic, social service agencies to take 
advantage of  energy efficiency programs

• Comfort Partners outreach campaign

*New Action* 
Energy Assistance Outreach

njcleanenergy.com
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Energy Technical Assistance

• Assistance for Energy Tracking and Management

• Apply for New Jersey Clean Energy Program and utility incentives

• Create Fleet Inventory and Fleet Transition Plan

• Environmental Defense Fund Fellows
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• Utility Energy Data by Municipality

• Transportation Data

• GHG Emissions

• NJCEP Data

• Maps 
o Urban Heat Island
o Utility Service Territories

Sustainable Jersey Data Center

sustainablejersey.com/resources/data-center/
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Utility Energy Data by Municipality
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NJLM sessions

• Making the Most of Solar in NJ
o Wednesday, 11/17
o 1:30 pm – 2:45 pm
o Room 421

• Municipal Fleet Electrification
o Thursday, 11/18
o 10:45 am – Noon
o Room 421

Sustainable Jersey Webinars

• Community Energy Plan Grants: A Primer
o December 1, 2021, 1:00pm – 2:30pm

• Make Your Town EV Friendly: New 
Statewide Model EV Ordinance, New 
Sustainable Jersey Actions, New Funding
o December 7, 2021, 1:00pm – 2:30pm

• Creating a Community Energy Plan: 
Resources and Technical Assistance
o January 12, 2022, 1:00pm – 2:30pm

• Funding for Transitioning Fleets to EVs
o January 26, 2022, 1:00pm – 2:30pm 

Upcoming Energy Events
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Resilience, Water and 
Complete Streets

Anne Healy
Program Manager Policy and Planning 



Facebook: SustainableJersey |  Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools | Insta: sustainable_jersey |  LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

Resilience
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Resilience

• Coastal Vulnerability Assessment (CVA)
• Climate Adaption: Flood Risk
• Heat Island Assessment
• Extreme Temperature Event Plan and
• Vulnerable Populations Identification for 

Emergencies
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Resilience
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Resilience
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Water Goal

New Jersey’s water system provides an adequate and affordable supply of clean 
and safe drinking water for everyone, while also safeguarding water sources to 
ensure sufficient quality and supply to support healthy ecosystems and biodiversity.
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Completing specific 
actions will help a 
municipality earn the 
gold star in water!

Learn more about Water 
Gold here:

bit.ly/SJWaterGold
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Municipal Water Story

Narrative

Public 
Engage

ment

Municipal 
Water 
Story
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Tier Action Points

1 Low impact techniques 5

2
Applicability; Retention and 

definition of Major Development
15

3 2 additional enhancements 25

4 4 additional enhancements 35

Enhanced Stormwater Management 
Control Ordinance
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Open Space Plan – Access to Water
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Drinking Water Actions
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Green Infrastructure Planning and 
Implementation Actions

http://www.water.rutgers.
edu/Projects/Projects.htm



Facebook: SustainableJersey |  Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools | Insta: sustainable_jersey |  LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

Gold Star Standard in Water

Complete Four Pre-requisite Actions: Two 
required Actions: Water Story and 
Environmental Resource Inventory as well 
as selection of a “high impact” and an 
additional action.

Prepare Navigational Path: as part of the 
Water Story action, in which municipality 
identifies water issues and corresponding 
actions to advance improvements in water 
in the years ahead. 

Water Gold Star Certification: Apply on the 
Gold Star portion of the website – four 
completed actions; navigational path and 
reviewed during standard municipal 
certification cycle, if approved gold star 
awarded for 3 years.
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Municipal Water Story
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Adopt a Complete Streets Policy
Institute Complete Streets

NEW

Complete and Green Streets for All Policy
Bicycle and/or Pedestrian Improvement Projects
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https://www.sustainablejersey.com/events/2021-sustainability-summit-
recordings/
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Complete Streets Technical Assistance
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Walkable Community Workshop

Dunellen
2020
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South 
Madison Ave 
& Leigh Street
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https://www.sustainablejersey.com/grants/free-complete-streets-
technical-assistance-services/
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Coming Soon!
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Round 3 Complete Streets 
Technical Assistance Program

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE: DECEMBER 6, 2021

APPLICATIONS DUE: FEBRUARY 11, 2022

Two Webinars: 

Project Types Webinar
Thursday, December 9, 2021
noon - 1:00pm 

Application Process Webinar
Wednesday, December 15, 2021
noon – 1:00pm
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Public Health

Lauren Skowronski
Program Director for Community Engagement
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“Upstream” Determinants of Health
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Building a Culture of Health

Integrating Health into                                 
Municipal Decision Making

Best Practices for                                      
Local Boards of Health
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Health: Food

Community Food Pantry/Bank                                     
and Soup Kitchen

Expanded Supplemental Food Programs
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Health: Wellness

Tobacco-Free Community
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Health: Lead

Healthy Homes Inspection &  Training (up to 30 pts)

Lead & Housing Hazard Data-Sharing (10 pts)

Comprehensive Lead Strategy (10 pts)

Lead Education & Outreach Programs* (up to 15 pts)

Lead Blood Screening Campaign (up to 20 pts)



Sustainablejersey.com  
=>  Resources  =>
Publications
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Technical Assistance
WHAT: completion of the Local Health Assessment & 
Action Plan
WHO: Pilot: 1 community
WHEN: Application launch: post New Year 2022

Health Gold Webinar Series
Deep dive into new actions & HG framework
sustainablejersey.com > Resources > Presentations  > Webinars

Other Health Resources
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Participating Communities Support
Renee Haider

Deputy Director
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General Program Questions

info@sustainablejersey.com
609-771-2938

Samantha McGraw Maureen Jones

• How to Register
• Certification 

Process
• Access to 

Application
• Updating Contact
• Action Related 

Questions
• Resource that can 

Help
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Search by:
• Status
• Action
• Gold Star
• County

View:
• Contact
• Documentation
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• Atlantic-Cape May Hub
• Bergen Sustainability Hub
• Sustainable Essex Alliance
• Hunterdon Sustainability Team
• Monmouth County Hub
• Ocean County Hub
• Somerset Green Leadership Hub
• Tri-County Sustainability Alliance 

(Burlington/Camden/Gloucester)

• Union County Hub

Regional Hubs



Facebook: SustainableJersey |  Twitter:  @SJ_Program, @SJ_Schools | Insta: sustainable_jersey |  LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

• Peer-to-peer 
networking

• Capacity building           
through collaboration

• Expert training and             
public events

• Statewide network of 
sustainability leaders

Regional Hubs
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• County-wide energy efficiency outreach campaigns 
(Mercer, Bergen)

• Mentor matching program for new and struggling green 
teams (Tri-County)

• County-wide single-use plastics & polystyrene reduction
campaigns (Bergen, Atlantic-Cape May)

• Creation of new Mullica River Watershed (A-CM)

• Multi-town recycling education, stormwater management 
efforts, film screenings, Buy Fresh/Buy Local campaigns 

• Cross hub collaborative public events

Some Regional Hub Activities
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Sustainable Jersey Grants
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• Funding to support municipal and school sustainability projects
• Grants range from $2,000 to $50,000
• 2021 and 2022 cycles funded by:
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$6.7 million in grants 
to municipalities and schools since 2009!

Grant Opportunities

* Funding cycles are subject to change and an official announcement will be made when funding cycles become available
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• View available opportunities on our websites

bit.ly/SJgrants

• Sign up for our newsletters to 
stay informed
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Just Announced

2022 Cycle: Available Now!
Apps Due February 11, 2022

• $200,000 in grants 
• 20k, 10k, and 2k grants
• Action-related project 
• General green team support 

(2k only)
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• Nearly 60% of Sustainable Jersey participating 
municipalities have received at least 1 grant

• The chances of being awarded a grant are good 
compared to most competitive grant opportunities

• Our new updated grants portal has streamlined the 
process

• At least 50% of the grant funds are designated for 
certified municipalities

• Unsuccessful in the past? Request a debrief for tips 
on how to improve your applications

Don’t Miss Out
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• Think outside the box
• Consider high need areas and 

marginalized populations
• Personalization – Why is this 

needed your community
• Community Engagement

Grant Writing Tips

Photo Credit: Manfred Saul
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Questions about the grants 
program?

Kaitlyn Vollmer
Grants Program Coordinator
grants@sustainablejersey.com
609-771-3189

Questions

• Visit bit.ly/MunicipalPSEGGrants to learn more

• Register for the Informational Webinar 12/13

• Visit us at booth 103
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• Building Healthier Communities Through Municipal Action
Wednesday, 11/17, 10:45 am – Noon, Room 420

• Making the Most of Solar in New Jersey 
Wednesday, 11/17, 1:30 pm – 2:45 pm, Room 421

• Municipal Action for Lead-Safe and Healthy Homes
Wednesday, 11/17, 3:30 pm – 4:45 pm, Room 420

• State Plan & Sustainable Jersey - Good Planning Together
Thursday, 11/18, 9:00 am – 10:15 am, Room 420

• Municipal Fleet Electrification
Thursday, 11/18 10:45 am – Noon, Room 421

• Reducing Food Insecurity in Your Municipality
Thursday, 11/18 1:30 pm – 2:45 pm, Room 420

Upcoming NJLM Sessions
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Questions?
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PLATINUM

SILVER

BRONZE

Grants Program

Corporate Sponsors

GOLD

Program Underwriters

Sustainable Jersey Supporters & Sponsors


