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Presentation Overview

Community Solar Overview

• What is Community Solar?

• Selecting Projects for Municipal Support

Outreach and Education 
for Community Solar

• Outreach Obstacles

• Community Solar from
Resident’s Point of View

Case Studies

• Linden 

• Secaucus

• Princeton 

Pilot Year 2 Overview 

Image: U.S. Department of Energy. NREL. 2012. A Guide to 
Community Shared Solar: Utility, Private, and Nonprofit 
Project Development. (p.41)
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What is Sustainable Jersey?

o Tools, resources, and guidance to help municipalities and schools become 

more sustainable  

o Grants and funding for municipalities and schools

o Regional Hubs 

Certification program for municipalities and schools
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Municipal Program

455 (81%) participating
204 Certified
- 151 Bronze
- 53 Silver

Schools Program

350 Districts (>50%)
948 Schools
241 Schools Certified
- 223 Bronze
- 18 Silver

Municipal Program Schools Program

Program Participants
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Actions: Prosperity, Planet, People

• Municipalities choose from 
menu of actions to accumulate 
points

• Actions created by issue-based 
Task Forces:

• subject matter experts

• local leaders

• state / federal agencies

• stakeholders
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Solar installation with multiple subscribers 

• Provides benefits of solar to those who 
are not able to install solar 
(renter, shade, cost)

• Each subscriber receives billing credits 
for section of larger solar array

What is Community Solar?

Who can subscribe?
Renters

Businesses
Municipalities
Homeowners
Institutions
Non-profits

Schools

Images from energy.gov/eere/solar/community-and-shared-solar

https://www.energy.gov/eere/solar/community-and-shared-solar
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Benefits of Community Solar

• Expands access to solar

• Energy savings for subscribers

• Local generation of clean energy

• Local job creation/workforce 
development 

• Creating positive development
on difficult sites, such as
brownfields and landfills

• Reduction of municipal emissions 

• Community pride

Planning drawing from a community solar project 
on Perth Amboy commercial building

Planning Drawing from Manchester
Landfill Community Solar Project
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Most important step is for municipality to set its own criteria for 
community solar:

• Supporting Low- and Moderate-Income Residents

• Workforce Development

• Landfill/Brownfield Preferred Site

Community Criteria
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Selecting a Project

A developer has contacted the 
municipality with a community 
solar proposal, what next?

Solicit developers for proposals  
and selecting the one(s) that 
best benefit your community. 

How does the municipality 
solicit proposals from 

developers?

• Informal solicitation to learn 
about available projects 

• Projects where municipality has 
financial stake require formal 
bidding process/RFP 
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Maximize Benefit to Low- and 
Moderate-Income (LMI) Residents

betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.gov/sites/default/f
iles/attachments/On_Site_Solar_Decision_Guide.pdf

• Reserve a percentage of total 
site generation for LMI 
subscribers

• Offer enhanced subscription 
pricing for LMI residents

• Provide supportive LMI 
contract terms
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Municipal Roles in Community Solar

• Project Ambassador 

• Outreach Partner 

• Multi-Municipality 
Project Coordinator 

• Anchor Subscriber

• Site Host 

• Zoning and Permitting
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Project Ambassador/
Outreach Partner

Project Ambassador - Help developer 
make local connections 

Subscribers - Affordable housing 
authorities, anchor subscribers

Site Hosts - Local property owner with 
suitable site, i.e. a manufacturing facility 
or a privately-owned landfill

Outreach Partner - Use municipal
resources to educate community about 
project

Rhode Island Community Solar Ribbon Cutting
http://www.energy.ri.gov/
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NJ DEP Community Solar 
Siting Tool

• Map image here

NJ DEP Community Solar Siting Tool
nj.gov/dep/aqes/solar-siting.html

nj.gov/dep/aqes/solar-siting.html

nj.gov/dep/aqes/solar-siting.html
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NJ DEP Community Solar Siting Tool

Image from NJ DEP Community Solar Siting Tool Guide state.nj.us/dep/aqes/docs/sstguide.pdf

https://www.state.nj.us/dep/aqes/docs/sstguide.pdf
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Interconnection and Capacity

Interconnection - Physical point of 
exchange of electricity between 
distribution company and 
customer

Capacity - Maximum amount of 
electricity that can pass through 
existing infrastructure Electric Utility Interconnection Capacity Maps 

NJCleanEnergy.com/renewable-
energy/programs/net-metering-and-
interconnection/interconnection-forms

https://njcleanenergy.com/renewable-energy/programs/net-metering-and-interconnection/interconnection-forms
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Outreach to Affordable Housing

NJ DCA List of Affordable 
Developments by County 

state.nj.us/dca/divisions/codes/publications
/developments.html

Affordable Housing may be 
individually metered by 
household or master metered

Either metering structure can 
be LMI Subscriber

https://www.state.nj.us/dca/divisions/codes/publications/developments.html
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How Much Can Residents Save?

• Most community solar 
subscriptions structured to 
result in 5-20% savings 

• Many projects offer low- and 
moderate-income residents  
higher percentage of savings

Image provided by NJCEP

https://njcleanenergy.com/renewable-energy/programs/community-solar
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Example above is excerpted from sample PSE&G residential 
bill showing community solar billing credit. 

Community Solar Billing

Subscribers will receive two bills:

• Credit from subscription on 
utility bill

• Separate bill for cost
of subscription

Calculating savings example:

Electric Bill

Community Solar 
Bill Credit

$100

Separate Community 
Solar Subscription Bill

(10% discount)

Subscription Fee 
$90

= $10 Savings
for billing period

-

https://njcleanenergy.com/files/file/CommunitySolar/PSE&G%20Community%20Solar%20Sample%20Bill%20Residential.pdf
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Outreach Obstacles

• It sounds too good to be true

• Competing messaging from
• other solar offers

• third party supplier offers

NYC Five Borough Administrative Building
nycgovparks.org 

Lack of understanding 
• Basics of community solar 

(subscriber does not have to 
have suitable roof)

• Billing/Credits Structure
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Community Education

Municipality can address these issues by:

• Using municipal outreach channels to 
support community solar. 
The municipality is a trusted messenger.

• Newsletter/Emails

• Public meetings

• Website/Social media

• Press Release/Ribbon Cutting

• Educating public about basics of 
community solar
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What do residents need to know?

• What if my roof is no good for solar?

• How much money can I save?

• Is there a fee for subscribing?

• Can I have Community Solar and R-GEA or a third-party supplier?

• Am I leaving the utility?

• What if I move?
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Community Solar Pilot Year 1

ACE
Egg Harbor Twp (8)
Woodbine (23)

JCPL 
Lakewood (12)
Franklin (9)
Manchester (14)
Wall (22)

PSE&G 
Bridgewater (1)
Carlstadt/ Wood Ridge (2)
Cinnaminson (3)
Delanco (4)
Deptford (5)
East Orange (6)
Edison (7)
Glendora (10)
Jersey City (11)
Linden (13)
Newark (15)
North Bergen (16)
Pennsauken (17)
Perth Amboy (18)
Secaucus (19)
South Brunswick (20)
Teterboro (21)

ACE
JCPL
PSE&G



CITY OF LINDEN

LANDFILL 

COMMUNITY SOLAR 



HISTORY OF LINDEN LANDFILL

 The Linden Landfill is located at 1451 Lower Road, 
Linden, NJ (Block 581, Lots 11.03 and 17) and consists 
of approximately 55 acres. 

 The Landfill is owned by the City of Linden.  It is 
properly closed in post closure care and accepted 
waste until 2000.  The Landfill is located on land 
contiguous with the Rahway River.   

 The Landfill mound of approximately 17 acres was 
found suitable for the siting of a solar array. 



SOLICITATION OF BIDS

 The City issued a Request for Bid Proposals for “Lease of the Linden 

Landfill for Development of the Solar System” on June 11, 2019 and 

received seven (7) Responses

 The City ultimately awarded a ground lease for the development, 

construction and operation of a not to exceed 5 megawatt (MWdc) 

solar facility on the Landfill to Hathaway Solar, LLC an affiliate of CS 

Energy. 

 The BPU approved the Community Solar Pilot Program at its March 29, 

2019 meeting, and the Application Period for Program Year 1 was 

open from April 9, 2019 to September 9, 2019. All information 

available at that time concerning the Community Solar Program 

was specifically referenced in the RFB. 



COMMUNITY SOLAR APPLICATION

 Required Applicant (SOLAR DEVELOPER) to show “SITE 
CONTROL” – a form of the Lease with Linden attached to 
the RFB and was submitted with the application

 Required a “LETTER OF SUPPORT” from the City of 
Linden, which stated in part, “the City is excited to 
collaborate with Hathaway to inform our residents on the 
benefits of the Project and connect our residents with 
Hathaway so they may participate in the community solar 
program” 

 Linden’s Project was awarded into PHASE I of the 
Community Solar Pilot 



CONCEPT PLAN



Site Location 

Map

Image courtesy of Hathaway Solar. 

Benefits to Linden:

• Income from leasing site - 20-year lease, $257,608.90 a year

• Costly site maintenance (including difficult mowing of steep 

surfaces) is responsibility of developer  

• Subscriptions available to residents



PROJECT STATUS

Under Construction!

City working with the solar company to 

roll-out subscriber enrollment and 

implementation 



Community Solar 
Outreach



Educational Webinar







https://www.energysage.com/p/secaucus-nj/



https://www.energysage.com/p/secaucus-nj/



Today we will cover:

✓ What is community solar?

✓ Who can join? How does it work?

✓ Where are the solar arrays located?

✓ How does subscription work?

✓ Any questions you may have!



7001 Ansepil Drive
North Bergen   

1 Catherine Street 
Teterboro

5 Ethel Blvd
Wood Ridge 

Nearby Community Solar Project Locations



111 Castle Road Secaucus 99 Caven Point Jersey City

5601 West Side North Bergen

Nearby Community Solar Project Locations



Rental unit along 

Meadowlands Parkway

Household on

Huber Street
Business on County Ave

Church on Paterson Plank Road



Monthly Newsletter









“Go Solar” Webpage

Will continuously update



Connecting 
LMI Residents





Environmental Coordinator

Secaucus Environmental Department

jschneider@secaucus.net

201-86-GREEN (47336)

Jennifer Schneider



Sustainable Jersey: Too Good to be True? 

Reducing Energy Costs with Community Solar 

Webinar
December 16, 2020



Why Community Solar in Princeton?

Climate Action Plan 
adopted July 2019



Why Community Solar in Princeton?

We need to do all we can to displace 
fossil fuels from our energy mix and 

replace them with renewable 
sources. 

We need to do all we can to reduce 
energy costs for our most financially 

burdened community members.



Community Solar As An Energy Proirity

Community 
Solar Action



Why Community Solar in Princeton?

Low- & Moderate-
Income

Historic Districts
Multifamily housing

Mixed-use



Community Solar Toolkit Grant - Jan 2019



Community Solar Basics Fact Sheet

Front Page Back Page 



Community Solar Subscriber Tip Sheet

Front Page Back Page 



Community Solar Webpage

Back Page 



Community Solar Education at Events



Community Solar Education at Events



Molly Jones
Executive Director

Thank You!

Jenny Ludmer
Community Outreach Manager

Christine Symington
Program Director

info@sustainableprinceton.org
sustainableprinceton.org

mailto:info@sustainableprinceton.org


New Jersey’s
Community Solar Energy Pilot 
Program

December 16, 2020



• A large solar array or facility that is virtually divided 

among multiple participants (“subscribers”) by means 

of a credit on their utility bill.

• Is generally remotely located, as opposed to being 

located on the subscriber’s own roof.

• Enables access to solar energy for those who haven’t 

been able to “go solar” in the past, including renters 

and households, institutions, or businesses where the 

roof isn’t appropriate for solar installation, or solar is 

cost-prohibitive.

Community Solar: What is it?
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

62
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Do you…. 

• Want solar but don’t have a place for panels?

• Want solar but can’t put panels on your home or 

business? 

• Have room for more panels, even if you wouldn’t 

use the additional energy yourself? 

Community Solar: Is it for you?
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR



Community Solar
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

64



History of Community Solar in NJ
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

65

▪ Community Solar Energy Pilot Program established 

pursuant to the Clean Energy Act of 2018.

▪ Pilot Program Rules published on February 19, 2019.

▪ Three-year Pilot Program (2019, 2020, and 2021) followed by 

a permanent Community Solar Energy Program.



Program Year (PY) 1 Process
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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▪ PY1 Application Period: April 9, 2019 – Sept. 9, 2019

▪ PY1 Capacity Assigned: 75 MW, of which at least 30 MW 

(40% of PY1 capacity) must be allocated to projects with at 

least 51% of project capacity serving low- to moderate-

income (LMI) subscribers (i.e. LMI projects).



PY1 Applications
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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252 total applications received (approx. 652 MWdc)

▪ 232 applications for LMI projects (approx. 600 MWdc)

▪ 112 applications for projects sited on rooftops

▪ 54 applications for projects sited on brownfields, landfills, parking 

canopies

▪ 75 applications for projects sited in part or in whole on farmland



PY1 Awards
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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45 applications selected (approx. 78 MWdc)

▪ All 45 applications are LMI projects
▪ At least 39.8 MWdc will be carved out for LMI 

subscribers

▪ 31 projects located on rooftops

▪ 14 projects located on landfills, parking canopies, 
combined rooftops and parking canopy, a 
brownfield, and a former sand and gravel pit

Map Credit: NJDEP



PY1 Awards: LMI
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

69

Source: NREL “Community Solar 101”
https://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy20osti/75982.pdf

https://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy20osti/75982.pdf


PY1 Awards: LMI (cont’d)
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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Source: NREL “Community Solar 101”
https://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy20osti/75982.pdf

https://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy20osti/75982.pdf


PY2 Application Period
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

71

Application Form approved on October 2, 2020

▪ PY2 Capacity Assigned: 150 MWdc. At least 40% (i.e. 60 MW) will be 

allocated to LMI projects. The Board has the flexibility to allocate up to 

10% under or over this 150 MW capacity limit.

▪ Applications are due on February 5, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.

▪ Applications must be submitted via an online form (further details to 

follow).



Special Considerations for Municipalities
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

72

Developer exemption for governmental applicants: 

▪ Applications submitted by a government entity may omit certain 

information (e.g. developer name) if the developer will be selected via a 

public procurement process (e.g. RFP or RFQ).

Automatic enrollment for municipally-owned projects: 

▪ Rule amendment was proposed by the Board on October 2, 2020.

▪ If approved, would apply to PY2 projects that meet the eligibility criteria 

and have expressed interest in their PY2 Application.
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Next Steps
NJCleanEnergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
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Proposed rule amendments: Written comments are due 

January 15, 2021
➢ Please see the Community Solar webpage for more information

February 5, 2021: Program Year 2 application deadline

early 2021: Program Year 2 application evaluation and 

selection

early 2021: Stakeholder process for development of 

permanent program begins

https://njcleanenergy.com/renewable-energy/programs/community-solar


More Information

76

EMAIL

communitysolar@njcleanenergy.com

VISIT

https://njcleanenergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR

NEWSLETTER

www.NJCleanEnergy.com/NEWSLETTER

SUBSCRIBE

www.NJCleanEnergy.com/LISTSERVS

@NJCleanEnergy

mailto:communitysolar@njcleanenergy.com
https://njcleanenergy.com/COMMUNITYSOLAR
http://www.njcleanenergy.com/NEWSLETTER
http://www.njcleanenergy.com/LISTSERVS
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Community Solar Resources

Sustainable Jersey Community Solar Guidebook – coming soon. 

Municipally-Supported Community Solar action

Community Solar Webinar Recordings
Navigating the Community Solar Application (2019)
• Highlights the NJ BPU application process

Planning Solar to Serve the Whole Community (2019)
• Highlights the NJ DEP Demonstration of Community Solar Siting Tool

Case Studies from New Jersey's Community Solar Energy Pilot Year 1 (2020)
• Highlights the role of municipality in community solar projects

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions/#open/action/580
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3812998971223613698
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6231540826596234253
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8617497556011805963
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Municipally Supported 
Community Solar Action

15 points
RFP or other solicitation including community criteria 
Municipality acts as project ambassador or outreach partner

For 10 additional points include at least TWO of following:

• Municipality serves as anchor subscriber

• Municipality serves as site host

• Municipality supports workforce training

• Project offers one of the following:

• Over 51% of capacity reserved for LMI residents

• Discount for LMI subscribers of 15% or greater

• Project includes value-added energy efficiency services

Action counts 
towards 

Sustainable 
Jersey Gold Star 

Standard in 
Energy.
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Contacts

Upcoming Event:

Tour Sustainable Jersey for Schools Newly Upgraded Website

DEC 18, 2020   1:00 -1:30 PM

Register

Tracey Woods, Sustainable Jersey - woodst@tcnj.edu

Alex Lospinoso, Linden, NJ - alospinoso@linden-nj.org 

Jennifer Schneider, Town of Secaucus, NJ - jschneider@secaucus.net

Christine Symington, Sustainable Princeton - info@sustainableprinceton.org 

Ariane Benrey, NJ BPU - communitysolar@njcleanenergy.com 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/9125205850750501389
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PLATINUM

SILVER

BRONZE

Grants Program

Corporate Sponsors

GOLD

Program Underwriters

Sustainable Jersey Supporters & Sponsors


