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Welcome
Tracey Woods, Sustainable Jersey

Overview of the NJBPU Community Energy Plan Grant (CEPG)
David Titus, New Jersey Board of Public Utilities

Hearing from Past CEPG Recipients
Michael Burden, Township of Fairfield

Nicole Miller, Newark Green Team

Community Energy Planning Implementation Grants (CEPI)
David Titus, New Jersey Board of Public Utilities

Sustainable Jersey Community Energy Planning Resources and Technical Assistance
Tori Bearden, Sustainable Jersey

Questions and Answers



Introducing Sustainable Jersey

• Certification program for municipalities and 

schools in New Jersey

• Tools, resources, and guidance to help 

municipalities and schools become more 

sustainable

• Grants and funding for municipalities and schools

• Regional Hubs



2009 
Program 
Started

82% 
Participating

91% 
Population

130 
Certified

69 
Certified

4 Stars

Statistics current as of 3/3/23

15,735
Actions 

Implemented

Statistics



Participants Map Search

Find examples of documentation from certified towns and connect with municipal green teams

www.sustainablejersey.com/certification/search-participating-municipalities-approved-actions

Search by action
View certified towns approved for that 

action

View certification report for 

example documentation

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/certification/search-participating-municipalities-approved-actions


Community Energy 
Planning Grants

_______________________



What is Community Energy Planning?

• Process where municipal team and relevant community 

stakeholders review community energy data and identify 

energy initiatives for inclusion in a action plan

• Create a Sustainable Energy Community

o Lower utility costs

o Reduce greenhouse gas emissions

o Create local jobs

o Community action & engagement

• Support from the Sustainable Jersey Program



What Does a Municipality Get Out of CEP?

• Better understanding of how energy is used in community

• Consolidated list of municipality’s past energy 
accomplishments 

• Clear, agreed upon set of energy initiatives to be 
implemented in the next 3-5 years, including:

o Who will lead each initiative

o Funding options

• Information on funding opportunities to 
complete selected initiatives

• Having a complete Community Energy Plan may 
open up additional funding options 

Right: Screenshots from Pleasantville’s 2023 Community Energy Plan



Community Energy Plan Grant Program



The Community Energy Plan Grant (CEPG) program was

designed to support municipalities in developing

community-level energy plans that align with the

strategies in New Jersey’s Energy Master Plan.

All New Jersey municipalities are eligible for $10,000.

Overburdened municipalities are eligible for $25,000 and

enhanced technical assistance.
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Community Energy Plan Grant (CEPG)



Participation from municipalities throughout the State 
covering 20 counties
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CEPG – Recap of Second Round

CEPG program year 2 awardees by county:

Atlantic – 3 Hudson – 4 Salem - 1
Bergen – 2 Hunterdon – 1 Somerset - 1
Burlington – 2 Mercer – 1 Union - 3
Camden – 5 Middlesex – 3 Warren - 1
Cape May – 5 Monmouth - 3
Cumberland – 1 Morris - 2
Essex – 4 Ocean - 1
Gloucester – 1 Passaic - 2



In support of ensuring equitable access to clean energy benefits, the 
CEPG program criteria for Overburdened Municipalities (OBMs) has 
been expanded to assist more communities. 

In addition, OBMs are eligible for:

• Larger grant awards of $25,000 for community energy planning

• Enhanced technical assistance to develop funding applications 
and to develop energy plans upon award
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Overburdened Municipalities



List of Overburdened Municipalities

Municipality

Asbury Park City Fairfield Twp Maurice River Twp Salem City

Atlantic City Fairview Boro Millville City Seaside Heights Boro

Bayonne City Flemington Boro Mount Holly Twp So. Toms River Boro

Beverly City Freehold Boro New Brunswick City Sussex Boro

Bridgeton City Garfield City Newark City Teterboro Boro

Brooklawn Boro Glassboro Boro North Bergen Twp Trenton City

Burlington City Gloucester City Passaic City Union City

Camden City Guttenberg Town Paterson City Upper Deerfield Twp

Cape May City Haledon Boro Paulsboro Boro Victory Gardens Boro

Chesilhurst Boro Hamilton Twp Pemberton Twp Vineland City

City of Orange Twp Hi-nella Boro Penns Grove Boro West New York Town

Clayton Boro Irvington Twp Pennsauken Twp West Wildwood Boro

Clementon Boro Jersey City Perth Amboy City Westville Boro

Commercial Twp Keansburg Boro Phillipsburg Town Wildwood City

Deerfield Twp Kearny Town Pine Hill Boro Woodbine Boro

Dover Town Lakewood Twp Plainfield City Woodbury City

East Newark Boro Lawnside Boro Pleasantville City Woodlynne Boro

East Orange City Lindenwold Boro Prospect Park Boro Wrightstown Boro

Egg Harbor City Lodi Boro Riverside Twp

Elizabeth City Long Branch City Roselle Boro
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CEPG – Program Year 3 Timeline

MILESTONE OBM NON-OBM

Grant Agreement Sent to Awardees Within 30 days of award announcement Within 30 days of award announcement

Signed Grant Agreement Due
Within 30 days of receipt of grant 
agreement

Within 30 days of receipt of grant 
agreement

Establish Planning Team
Within 45 days of grant agreement 
submission

Within 45 days of grant agreement 
submission

Consult with Sustainable Jersey
Within 45 days of grant agreement 
submission

Within 90 days of grant agreement 
submission

Submit Proposed Budget
Within 105 days of award 
announcement

Within 150 days of award 
announcement

Complete Workplan Template
Within 6 months of grant agreement 
submission

Within 6 months of grant agreement 
submission

Community Engagement Session
Within 8 months of award 
announcement

Within 8 months of award 
announcement

Finalize and Submit Plan
Within 12 months of award 
announcement

Within 12 months of award 
announcement
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$10,000 grant award
• One (1) expenditure report at the end of the twelve (12) 

month grant term

$25,000 grant award (OBMs)
• Three (3) quarterly expenditure reports and one (1) final 

report on or before the end of the twelve (12) month grant 
term
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CEPG - Reporting Requirements



Participation in this grant program requires at least two 
stakeholder sessions:

• First session: Application phase

• Second session: Plan development phase

Requirement is just a minimum!
• Municipalities are encouraged to hold more stakeholder sessions to 

receive continued feedback from the community.

16

Stakeholder Engagement



Application can be found at: 
www.njcleanenergy.com/cep

Application period closing date: 
February 23, 2024

1
7

Application

http://www.njcleanenergy.com/cep


Questions? 
Contact us at:

community.energy@bpu.nj.gov
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Contact Information

mailto:community.energy@bpu.nj.gov


THANK YOUThank You!
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Hearing from Past 
CEPG Recipients

_______________________
Michael Burden, Township of Fairfield

Nicole Miller, Newark Green Team



Community Energy Plan Implementation 

Grant Program



The new Community Energy Plan Implementation (CEPI) grant program

was designed to help municipalities build off the work done through the

Community Energy Plan Grant (CEPG) program.

Municipalities can apply for funds to support implementation of energy

resiliency, renewable energy, or energy efficiency projects that have been

identified as priorities in local energy plans.
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Community Energy Plan Implementation (CEPI) Grant



Eligible applicants are New Jersey municipalities who have either completed a

plan through the CEPG program, or have adopted an “Equivalent Plan”.

Equivalent Plans are community energy plans not created through CEPG but

substantially address the same elements, including:

• Implementation plan

• Covers the strategies identified in CEPG Workplan Template

• Passed by municipal resolution
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Eligibility



• Applicants are eligible to receive 
funding up to $250,000 for one or 
multiple projects

• Applicants are encouraged to submit 
up to $500,000 in projects
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Project Proposals

More project proposals = more chances for selection!



Project completion date: June 30, 2026

Project start date: June 28, 2024

Award announcement: May 31, 2024

Application deadline: February 23, 2024

25

Estimated Program Timeline



• Grantees must submit a final expenditure and programmatic 
report within 60 days of the end of the grant term.

• Unused funds must be returned within 60 days of the end of the 
grant term.

Guidance on additional reporting requirements will be 
provided to award recipients

26

Reporting Requirements



Application packet and 
additional information can be 

found at:

www.njcleanenergy.com/cep
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Applications

http://www.njcleanenergy.com/cep


Questions? 
Contact us at:

community.energy@bpu.nj.gov
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Contact

mailto:community.energy@bpu.nj.gov


THANK YOUThank You!
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Sustainable Jersey Planning 
Resources and Technical 
Assistance Opportunities

_______________________
Tori Bearden

Project and Research Specialist

Sustainable Jersey



Resources for CEP

• Sustainable Jersey Data Center

• Guide for Sustainable Energy 

Communities 

• Workplan Template 

• Model Community Energy Plan

• Community Energy Planning Guide 

and RFP Template 

• Technical Assistance 

Screenshot of Sustainable Jersey CEP Resource Sheet
www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Grants_and_Resources/Small_Grants/CEPG/CEPG_Resource_Page.pdf



What can technical assistance look like?

Data 
Presentation

Resource 
Investigation

Workplan
Template



Sustainable Jersey Data Center

• Understand current energy landscape

• Key datasets include… 

– Community Profile Data by Municipality

– Electric and Gas Usage by Sector

– Solar Installation Data

– Energy Efficiency Program Participation

– Community-Scale Greenhouse Gas 

(GHG) Emissions



• 1.1 Adopt Supportive Zoning and Regulations for EV Infrastructure

• 1.2 Train First Responders on EVs and EVSE

• 1.3 Train Non-Emergency Staff on EVs and EVSE

• 1.4 Purchase Alternative Fuel Vehicles

• 1.5 Improve Municipal Fleet Efficiency

• 1.6 Install Public EV Charging Infrastructure

• 1.7 Encourage Non-Municipal Fleets to Improve Efficiency

• 1.8 Encourage Workplace EV Charging Infrastructure

• 1.9 Community EV Outreach

Strategy 1: Reduce Energy Consumption and 
Emissions from the Transportation Sector

• 2.1 Adopt Supportive Zoning and Permitting for Private Solar 

• 2.2 Post Solar Permitting Checklist 

• 2.3 Adopt Zoning and Permitting for Community Solar 

• 2.4 Train First Responders on Solar 

• 2.5 Train Non-Emergency Staff on Solar 

• 2.6 Install On-Site Municipal Renewable Generation 

• 2.7 Buy Renewable Energy for Municipal Facilities 

• 2.8 Offer a Solar Employee Benefit Program 

• 2.9 Institute a Community-wide Solar Purchasing Program 

• 2.10 Implement Renewable Government Energy Aggregation (R-GEA) 

• 2.11 Support Community Solar as Project Ambassador 

• 2.12 Support Community Solar as Outreach Coordinator 

• 2.13 Host a Community Solar Project on Municipal Property

Strategy 2: Accelerate Deployment of Renewable 
Energy and Distributed Energy Resources

• 3.1 Upgrade Energy Efficiency in Municipal Facilities 

• 3.2 Residential Energy Efficiency Outreach Campaign 

• 3.3 Commercial Energy Efficiency Outreach Campaign 

• 3.4 Conduct Energy Efficiency Outreach to Large Energy Users

Strategy 3: Maximize Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation and Reduce Peak Demand

• 4.1 Construct New Municipal Buildings as Model Green Buildings 

• 4.2 Encourage Benchmarking and Commissioning for Existing 
Buildings 

• 4.3 Require Developers to Complete Green Development Checklist 

• 4.4 Conduct Outreach Targeting New Construction in the 
Community

Strategy 4: Reduce Energy Consumption and 
Emissions from the Building Sector

• 6.1 Make Community Energy Planning Inclusive 

• 6.2 Conduct Energy Efficiency Outreach to Low- and Moderate-
Income Residents 

• 6.3 Support Shared Mobility Programs 

• 6.4 Support Low- and Moderate-Income Community Solar 
Subscriptions 

• 6.5 Conduct Energy Efficiency Outreach to Community-Serving 
Institutions

Strategy 6: Support Community Energy Planning and Action with an 
Emphasis on Encouraging and Supporting Participation by Low-
and Moderate-Income and Environmental Justice Communities

• 7.1 Adopt Energy Storage Policies 

• 7.2 Install an Energy Storage System 

• 7.3 Develop Local Microgrid

• 7.4 Develop/Participate in a District Energy System 

Strategy 7: Expand the Clean Energy Innovation 
Economy

CEP Potential Initiatives







Measures of 
Success

Funding Sources

Roles & 
Responsibilities

Potential 
Community 

Stakeholders

Project Duration 
& Priority

Steps for Project 
Implementation

Potential 
Obstacles

Workplan Template Identifies…







Workplan Template Model Plan





Community Energy Plan Action

• 10 points: Community Energy Plan (CEP)

OR

• 15 points: Climate Action Plan (CAP)

__________________________________

• Both plans encourage:

o Energy-focused

o Focused on high-impact initiatives

o Strategic about community engagement

• Must use Workplan Template

• CAP requires additional elements



Data Presentation Resource Investigation Workplan Template

Sign Up for Technical Assistance Today!

https://forms.gle/qh9LPuLcVrKT4uCAA



Upcoming Sustainable Jersey Events

2/2/24: Complete Streets Technical Assistance Application Deadline

2/6/24: Using the Enhanced Stormwater Control Ordinance Action to Meet New DEP Requirements Webinar

2/9/24: 2024 Grants Cycle Funded by PSEG Foundation Application Deadline

2/23/24: NJBPU Community Energy Planning Grant Application Deadline

2/23/24: NJBPU Community Energy Planning Implementation Grant Application Deadline

2/25/24: First Municipal Certification Application Deadline

5/3/24: 2024 Sustainability Summit

5/10/24: Second Municipal Certification Application Deadline

7/31/24: Final Municipal Certification Application Deadline

For more information visit www.sustainablejersey.com 



IG: Sustainable_Jersey | Twitter: @SJ_Program and @SJ_Schools | FB: @SustainableJersey | LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

Sustainable Jersey Underwriters and Sponsors



IG: Sustainable_Jersey | Twitter: @SJ_Program and @SJ_Schools | FB: @SustainableJersey | LinkedIn: sustainable-jersey

Thank You
Tori Bearden - beardenv@tcnj.edu

David Titus - David.Titus@bpu.nj.gov

Tracey Woods - woodst@tcnj.edu


	Welcome - Tracey
	Slide 1: Applying for a Community Energy Plan Grant: Resources and Technical Assistance
	Slide 2: Agenda
	Slide 3: Introducing Sustainable Jersey
	Slide 4: Statistics
	Slide 5: Participants Map Search
	Slide 6: Community Energy  Planning Grants _______________________
	Slide 7: What is Community Energy Planning? 
	Slide 8: What Does a Municipality Get Out of CEP? 

	CEPG - BPU
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Community Energy Plan Grant (CEPG)
	Slide 11: CEPG – Recap of Second Round
	Slide 12: Overburdened Municipalities
	Slide 13: List of Overburdened Municipalities
	Slide 14: CEPG – Program Year 3 Timeline
	Slide 15: CEPG - Reporting Requirements
	Slide 16: Stakeholder Engagement
	Slide 17: Application
	Slide 18: Contact Information 
	Slide 19: Thank You!

	Muni Roundtable
	Slide 20: Hearing from Past  CEPG Recipients _______________________

	CEPI Intro - BPU
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: Community Energy Plan Implementation (CEPI) Grant
	Slide 23: Eligibility
	Slide 24: Project Proposals
	Slide 25: Estimated Program Timeline
	Slide 26: Reporting Requirements
	Slide 27: Applications
	Slide 28: Contact
	Slide 29: Thank You!

	Resources - Tori
	Slide 30: Sustainable Jersey Planning Resources and Technical Assistance Opportunities _______________________
	Slide 31: Resources for CEP
	Slide 32: What can technical assistance look like?
	Slide 33: Sustainable Jersey Data Center
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37: Workplan Template Identifies…
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40: Workplan Template  Model Plan
	Slide 41
	Slide 42: Community Energy Plan Action
	Slide 43

	Wrap Up
	Slide 44: Upcoming Sustainable Jersey Events
	Slide 45
	Slide 46


