
Sustainable	Jersey	Certification	Report
This	is	the	Sustainable	Jersey	Certification	Report	of	Ridgefield	Park	Village,	a	Sustainable	Jersey	silver
certified	applicant.

Silver	Certification	2020	Silver	Certification	2021	Silver	Certification	2022	Silver	Certification	2023
Silver	Certification	2024

Contact	Information
The	designated	Sustainable	Jersey	contact	for	Ridgefield	Park	Village	is:

Name: WANDA	PORTORREAL

Title/Position: SUSTAINABLE	RIDGEFIELD	PARK	COMMISSIONER	/	VILLAGE	OF	RIDGEFIELD	PARK

Address: 234	MAIN	STREET
RIDGEFIELD	PARK,	NJ	07660

Phone: 6462090326

Actions	Implemented
Each	approved	action	and	supporting	documentation	for	which	Ridgefield	Park	Village	was	approved
for	in	2024	appears	below.	Note:	Standards	for	the	actions	below	may	have	changed	and	the
documentation	listed	may	no	longer	satisfy	requirements	for	that	action.	Additionally,	points
associated	with	actions	prior	to	2013	certifications	may	not	be	accurate.

Arts	&	Creative	Culture

Establish	a	Creative	Team

10	Points

Program	Summary:	A	municipal	resolution	designating	Ridgefield	Park	Public	Arts	Champions	as
the	Creative	Team	still	stands	(see	attached	Creative	Team	Resolution).	Public	Arts	Champions
(Creative	Team)	serve	a	single	municipality	to	identify	and	further	promote	arts	and	culture
related	activity	to	the	community.	The	members	include:	1	elected	official,	2	artists,	1	from	art
association,	1	business	leader,	1	from	education	community	and	2	Sustainable	Ridgefield	Park
(formerly	known	as	the	Green	Team).	The	rest	are	village	residents.	List	is	attached	(Creative



Team).	The	Public	Art	Champions	meet	at	least	quarterly	to	discuss	the	scope	and	direction	of
municipal	Creative	Placemaking	initiatives.	The	report	is	attached.
PDF:	CREATIVE	TEAM	RESOLUTION

WORD:	PUBLIC	ARTS	CHAMPIONS	REPORT.DOCX

WORD:	CREATIVE	TEAM

Creative	Assets	Inventory

10	Points

Program	Summary:	Village	of	Ridgefield	Park	is	using	the	Creative	Bergen	system.	(Creative
Assets	Inventory	attached).	The	inventory	is	on	the	Concerts,	Arts	and	Culture	section	of	the
municipalities	website	https://www.ridgefieldpark.org/concerts-arts-culture/pages/creative-asset-
inventory.	We	continue	to	ask	the	public	for	information/assets	they	think	should	be	included.
(Website	Location	attachment)	The	Ridgefield	Park	Arts	Association	is	included	in	this	effort.	The
Public	Arts	Champions	identify	future	projects,	public	assets	for	inclusion,	other	ideas	and	designs
for	consideration.	Inventory	review	includes	public	art	placed	downtown	and	around	town	in	the
form	of	murals,	sculptures	and	free-style	pieces.
EXCEL:	CREATIVE	ASSET	INVENTORY

IMAGE:	WEBSITE	LOCATION

WORD:	PUBLIC	ARTS	CHAMPIONS	REPORT.DOCX

Creative	Placemaking	Plan

10	Points

Program	Summary:	On	April	1st	2024	the	Ridgefield	Park	Planning	board	adopted	the	village's
Creative	Placemaking	Plan.	This	Plan	is	a	collaboration	between	the	village's	Creative	Team,
Commissioner	for	Public	Art	&	Culture	and	the	Planning	Board.	See	List	PAC	and	Planning	Board
for	membership	that	contributed	to	the	process.	This	process	started	when	Arts	Bergen	an
initiative	of	Northern	New	Jersey	Community	Foundation	was	engaged	to	help	build	our	Creative
Placemaking	Plan.	A	series	of	public	meetings	started	in	2018	focused	on	Creative	Placemaking	in
the	Village.	The	meetings	resulted	in	the	formation	of	Public	Arts	Champions	which	has	been
designated	as	our	Creative	Team	along	with	a	report	to	the	planning	board.	The	planning	board
used	this	report	together	with	other	information	and	considerations	to	create	this	plan.	The
Creative	Team	meets	quarterly	to	provide	guidance	to	the	Village	on	public	art	and	creative
placemaking	projects.	Through	the	cooperation	of	pre	-	existing	creative	assets	within	Ridgefield
Park	and	by	furthering	efforts	already	taking	place	such	as	public	art	displays,	sculptures,
concerts	and	performances	we	support	and	reach	our	goals	of	fostering	a	sense	of	community	and
enhancing	the	lives	of	residents.
PDF:	CREATIVE	PLACEMAKING	PLAN	W_APPENDIX	A.PDF

PDF:	PLANNING	BOARD	RESOLUTION	ADOPTING	CREATIVE	PLACEMAKING	PLAN

PDF:	LISTS	PAC	AND	PLANNING	BOARD.PDF

Municipal	Commitments	to	Support	Arts	and	Creative	Culture

https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/1/28/16749435709613.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/9/16759726178607.docx
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/9/1675968963901.docx
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/24/1677278953132.xlsx
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/24/16772641461953.jpeg
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/15/1676497977225.docx
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2024/5/10/17153626775002.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2024/4/18/17134394432359.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2024/5/10/17153735909592.pdf


25	Points

Program	Summary:	Ridgefield	Park	has	created	and	incorporated	a	Public	Art	Element	into	the
Village's	Master	Plan	which	was	approved	in	April,	2022.	The	element	details	two	cultural	districts
plus	goals,	objectives	and	strategies.	The	inclusion	of	this	element	was	fueled	by	the	presentation
of	the	Public	Art	Master	Plan	to	the	Planning	Board	and	City	Planner	which	was	created	for
Ridgefield	Park	through	a	nine	month	long	planning	and	community	engagement	process	during
2019	led	by	Northern	New	Jersey	Community	Foundation.	Members	of	the	community	involved	in
this	process	became	known	as	"Public	Arts	Champions"	–	and	have	been	designated	as	our
Creative	Team.
PDF:	2022	ARTIST	LAUREATE

PDF:	PUBLIC	ART	ELEMENT	OF	MASTER	PLAN	2022

PDF:	APRIL	18	2022	PLANNING	BOARD	MINUTES

WORD:	VILLAGE	OF	RIDGEFIELD	PARK	CHECKLIST

Utilizing	Your	Creative	Assets

30	Points

Program	Summary:	The	Village	of	Ridgefield	Park	continues	its	work	on	a	variety	of	projects
with	local	art,	artists	and	performers,	engaging	with	the	Ridgefield	Park	Arts	Association	and
Creative	Bergen.	The	concert	series	expanded	beyond	the	summer	months	using	our	Civic	Center
as	the	indoor	venue.	On	Grove	Street,	live	mural	painting	happened	at	the	Street	Fair	with	local
and	Creative	Bergen	member	artists	and	Busking	(street	performances)	went	live	during	the
summer.	The	Village	participated	with	the	county-wide	Creative	Bergen	Arts	Amble	2022	which
saw	positive	response	from	residents	and	businesses.	Three	of	the	projects	are	highlighted	here
are	the	transfiguration	of	Grove	Street,	Civic	Center	performance	space,	George	Cooke,	2022
Artist	Laureate,	the	artist	everyone	knows	and	Guillermo	Lopez-Pastas,	2023	Artist	Laureate	who
used	a	building	at	the	municipal	pool	and	out	building	in	Veteran's	Park	as	his	canvass.	This	is
helping	us	demonstrate	that	we	have	a	more	robust	art	community	than	might	be	thought.	A	full
compliment	of	supporting	material	is	attached.
PDF:	UTILIZING	YOUR	CREATIVE	ASSETS	SUPPORTING	MATERIAL

Community	Partnership	&	Outreach

Green	Team

10	Points

Bronze	Required

Program	Summary:	Sustainable	Ridgefield	Park	promotes	sustainability	and	educates	the
community	about	the	different	projects	underway	in	the	Village	of	Ridgefield	Park.	Our	volunteers
work	with	residents,	businesses,	public	schools,	and	the	village	to	reduce	impacts	to	the
environment	and	rethink	how	things	are	done	through	conservation	and	good	choices.	In	2023	the

https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2022/5/20/16530821436347.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2022/5/20/16530844290373.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2022/5/20/1653084767719.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2022/5/20/16530849846204.docx
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/19/16768447006666.pdf


Green	Team	re-certified	at	Silver	Level.	We	work	with	the	DPW	to	recycle	more	than	what	is
mandated	including	rigid	plastics,	styrofoam,	crayons,	and	batteries.	We	take	part	in	Sustainable
Bergen	County	HUB	projects	and	with	Creative	Bergen's	Arts	Amble	and	Busking	Festival
expanding	the	reach	of	the	arts.	The	attached	minutes	from	our	January	2024	meeting	show	some
of	the	dates	for	upcoming	annual	events.	We	held	a	Hard	Plastic	recycling	and	Paper	Shredding
event	in	April	and	October	.	We	have	completed	our	3rd	Swap	&	Shop	event	on	September	23rd,
2023.	We	held	our	annual	Health	Fair	on	October	14th,	2023.	We	partner	with	the	Sustainable
Bergen	County	Hub	members	and	green	teams	on	EPS	recycling	collection	events	as	the	Village	is
host	to	the	County	purchased	EPS	densifier.	We	are	piloting	a	residential	food	waste	composting
project	with	Neighborhood	Compost.	Our	Facebook	page	at
https://www.facebook.com/sustainableridgefieldpark	provides	updated	postings	on	activities	and
https://www.ridgefieldpark.org/sustainable-ridgefield-park,	our	webpage	provides	additional
project	information.	Our	activities	are	also	posted	on	https://www.facebook.com/RidgefieldParkNJ/
and	https://www.instagram.com/ridgefieldparknj
PDF:	RIDGEFIELD	PARK	GREEN	TEAM	RESOLUTION

WORD:	2024	SRP	PLAN	AND	ROSTER.DOCX

WORD:	JANUARY	2024	SUSTAINABLE	RP	MINUTES

IMAGE:	2023	RECAP	OF	EVENTS

PDF:	MUNICIPAL	LETTER	OF	SUPPORT.PDF

Community	Education	&	Outreach

5	Points

Program	Summary:	Winter	Sowing	of	Native	Plant	Seeds	Initiative	-	This	campaign	is	designed
to	encourage	residents	to	plant	native	plants	in	a	simple,	easy	manner	and	will	educate	them
about	the	value	of	low	maintenance	perennials	in	whatever	space	they	choose.	Ridgefield	Park
has	established	5	pollinator/native	plant	gardens	in	municipal	spaces	which	are	periodically
harvested	to	provide	some	seeds	and	plants	that	can	be	distributed	to	residents.	We	intend	to
reprise	the	session	annually	with	the	ongoing	support	of	the	Environmental	Commission.
WORD:	WINTER	SOWING	OF	NATIVE	SEEDS	COMMUNITY_EDUCATION_IN_PERSON_EVENT_CHECKLIST.DOC

PDF:	WINTER	SOWING	OF	NATIVE	SEEDS	SUPPORT	MATERIAL	V1.PDF

Green	Fair

10	Points

Program	Summary:	The	Ridgefield	Park	Green	Team	announced	its	name	change	to	Sustainable
Ridgefield	Park	at	the	May	21,	2022	Green	Fair	held	in	conjunction	with	the	Ridgefield	Park
Environmental	Commission's	Earth	Day	event	at	Riverside	Park/24	Industrial	Avenue.	A	detailed
schedule	of	the	day's	events	are	uploaded.	Over	45	families	attended	and	were	encouraged	to
carpool,	walk	or	bike	if	possible..	Also	present	were	Department	of	Public	Works	Materials	Reuse
table,	Ridgefield	Park	Library's	Plant	Pollinators	Project.	Grant	Grammar	School	was	represented
with	their	BEE	a	Pollinator	art	project.	The	community	garden	helped	visitors	plant	seeds	to	take
home.	Sustainable	Ridgefield	Park	had	multiple	handouts	on	recycling,	caring/cleaning	reusable
bags,	leaving	grass	cuttings.	Welcome	Guide	and	Recycle	Coach	Material	with	QR	code	was
promoted	to	attendees	to	scan	and	use	keeping	themselves	up	to	date	on	new	initiatives	and
recycling	changes.

https://sj-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2016/12/26/14827796760836.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2024/2/17/17082015198625.docx
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2024/2/13/17078512315827.docx
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2024/2/13/1707852234945.jpeg
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2024/2/17/17082069979558.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2024/5/10/1715358789299.doc
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2024/7/11/17207139048166.pdf


WORD:	GREEN	FAIR	VISUALS

PDF:	MAY	21	FLYER

WORD:	SHOW	SCHEDUE

WORD:	QUALITATIVE	ASSESSMENT

Diversity	&	Equity

Lead	Education	&	Outreach	Programs

10	Points

Program	Summary:	The	Ridgefield	Park	Health	Department	handles	lead	education	outreach	for
the	Village.	Education	focuses	around	hazards	of	lead	paint,	lead	paint	exposure	for
children/pregnant	women	as	well	as	safe	lead	paint	removal.	The	Village	website
(www.ridgefieldpark.org)	has	information	for	residents	wishing	to	learn	about	the	dangers	of	lead
in	homes	listing	links	to	www.epa.gov/lead	and	www.cdc.gov/lead.	The	Health	Dept.	page	of	the
website	lists	info	on	the	Bergen	County	Childhood	Lead	Program	offering	free	screenings	to	all
families	who	are	interested.	Children	are	exposed	to	lead	from	different	sources	such	as	paint,
cosmetics,	certain	foods,	water,	dust,	soil,	and	time	spent	in	a	home	built	before	1978.	(Info	on
website	-	uploaded).	A	flyer	on	free	lead	screenings	is	uploaded.	(www.ridgefieldpark.org)	A	lead
remediation	pamphlet	is	available	in	the	Board	of	Health	office	as	well	as	online.	(uploaded).	On
the	Village	website,	different	informational	flyers	are	rotated	covering:	Blood	Levels	in	Children;
Lead	Poisoning	–	Know	the	Facts;	The	Good	News	–	Lead	Poisoning	is	100%	Preventable;	Are	you
Pregnant?;	Lead	Poisoning	–	Know	the	Facts	(www.ridgefieldpark.org),	Protect	Your	Family.	(all
uploaded)	Info	on	Lead	Poisoning	&	Hazards	is	available	online	on	the	Board	of	Health	page	of
www.ridgefieldpark.org.	(info	uploaded)	The	Environmental	Commission	&	Green	Team	(SRP)
makes	this	information	available	to	everyone	that	visits	the	website,	electronically	distributes	the
info	to	the	schools	and	also	distributes	at	public	events	such	as	the	annual	Earth	Day/Green	Fair,
Swap	&	Shop,	Street	Fair	and	Health	Fair.	There	is	a	table	with	info	on	it	in	the	Health	Dept.	Info	is
also	available	at	the	Building	Dept.	Info	on	village	website:
https://www.ridgefieldpark.org/sustainable-ridgefield-park,	https://www.ridgefieldpark.org/health-
department,	and	https://www.ridgefieldpark.org/home/news/free-child-lead-screening.	Posts	are
put	on	on	the	village	instagram	and	facebook	page	@ridgefieldparknj	as	well.	We	distribute	these
documents	in	the	schools	and	at	public	events,	such	as	Earth	Day,	Swap	&	Shop/Green	Fairs,
annual	street	fair	and	the	annual	Health	Fair	sponsored	by	Sustainable	RP	(next	one	scheduled	for
10/14).	We're	also	in	the	process	of	trying	to	form	a	partnership	with	the	local	schools	on	lead
testing	as	part	of	kindergarten	registration.	After	data	revealed	that	households	in	multiple
Bergen	County	municipalities	are	among	the	New	Jersey	communities	most	at	risk	of	lead	paint
hazards,	one	local	nonprofit	was	awarded	$1.34	million	to	perform	lead	hazard	abatement	in	the
area,	we	decided	we	needed	to	get	this	information	out	to	residents.	The	ultimate	goal	is	to	work
with	the	Health	Dept.	and	Building	Dept.	to	give	them	up-to-date	information	to	give	to	residents
that	take	out	building	permits.	We	made	a	flyer	with	helpful	links	on	how	to	know	if	your	house
might	have	lead,	lead	poisoning	info	and	how	to	get	financial	help	if	you	qualify.	This	flyer	was
electronically	distributed	in	the	schools.	Ridgefield	Park	is	fortunate	that	Veolia	is	in	the	process	of
continuing	to	change	lead	service	lines	carrying	water	from	the	main	in	the	street	into	individual
homes.	We	have	put	info	on	the	village	website	about	steps	you	can	take	to	reduce	exposure	to
lead	in	your	drinking	water.	Attached	is	an	example	of	posts	on	Instagram	and	Facebook
(@ridgefieldparknj).	We	have	regularly	scheduled	posts	on	social	media	about	lead	education.	We
also	distribute	this	information	in	the	schools.	The	ultimate	goal	is	to	form	a	partnership	with	the
Board	of	Education,	Health	Dept.	and	Building	Dept.	to	make	sure	everyone	is	education	on	the

https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/7/16758042233122.docx
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/7/16758058596046.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/10/16760664430197.doc
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/10/16760674168081.docx


dangers	of	lead	poisoning.
PDF:	LEAD	EDUCATION	FLYERS	IN	BOARD	OF	HEALTH

PDF:	LEAD	POISONING	INFO/ONLINE	&	IN	OFFICES

PDF:	LEAD	REMEDIATION

PDF:	BERGEN	CHILDHOOD	LEAD	PROGRAM

PDF:	LEAD	EDUCATION	&	OUTREACH	SUBMISSION	CHECKLIST

PDF:	MISCELLANEOUS	INFO	USED	AT	PUBLIC	EVENTS,	ONLINE	&	SCHOOLS

Emergency	Management

Emergency	Communications	Planning

15	Points

Program	Summary:	Police	Headquarters	at	234	Main	Street,	Ridgefield	Park,	NJ	is	the	Main
Communications	Center.	Office	of	Emergency	Management	(OEM)	at	50	Main	Street	is	the	Backup
Center.	The	Village	of	Ridgefield	Park	uses	Reverse	911,	NIXLE,	Social	Media	and	Message	Boards
to	keep	residents	informed.	A	Citizens	Emergency	Response	Team	(CERT)	is	activated	when	a
major	event	impacts	the	town	to	help	reach	and	assess	what	the	needs	are	for	our	special	needs,
elderly	with	medical	situations	or	otherwise	challenged	residents.	CERT	is	also	activated	during
storms	when	flash	flooding	impacts	places	of	residence	and	people	traveling	in	cars.	The	civic
center	is	used	as	a	shelter	for	those	whose	dwellings	are	impacted	by	flooding,	power	outages	or
other	events.	OEM	reviews	and	distributes	updates	to	the	special	needs	listing	from	the	police
department	highlighting	medical	conditions,	issues,	special	concerns	of	the	population.	The
Village	Newsletter	is	used	to	solicit	updated	information	from	residents.	OEM	and/or	CERT
participates	at	Volunteer	night,	Earth	Day,	Back	to	School	nights	and	school	functions	as	part	of
the	outreach	plan.	The	Village	website	http://www.ridgefieldpark.org/files	provides	guidance	for
hurricane	preparedness	and	overall	emergency	management.	Our	outreach	also	includes
reissuing	our	OEM	Communications	letter	with	visits	and	presentations	to	the	Civic	Center	for	our
Senior	Citizens,	as	well	as	278	Main	Street	&	265	Main	Street	where	some	of	our	special	needs
adults	reside.	24-hour	counselors	at	three	group	homes	annually	supply	all	special	needs	data	for
those	residents	to	the	Emergency	Operations	contact.
WORD:	2024	EMERGENCY_COMM_PLANNING_CHECKLIST.DOC

PDF:	EM	SUPPORT	MATERIAL.PDF

Vulnerable	Populations	Identification	for	Emergencies

10	Points

Program	Summary:	Ridgefield	Park's	Office	of	Emergency	Management	(OEM)	maintains	the
village-wide	Special	Needs	Registry	a	list	of	residents	that	is	shared	with	the	Police	Department.
The	school	district	maintains	a	special	needs	list	of	autistic	students	and	shares	it	with	the	Police
Department	and	OEM.	Information	and	registration	forms	can	be	found	on	the	village	website,	the
village	newsletter,	in	the	village	OEM	office	plus	in	wall	distribution	filing	baskets	in	the	municipal
building,	civic	center	and	library	-	see	additional	material	document	sample.	The	form	is	also	sent

https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/21/16770335123421.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/21/16770336074141.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/21/16770340036606.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/21/16770341313782.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/11/16838212147043.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/22/16770949445947.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2024/4/25/17140621995.doc
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2024/2/25/17088968758803.pdf


to	the	school	district	for	distribution.	The	form	is	available	in	both	English	and	Spanish.	Lists	are
updated	as	information	changes.	Several	village	stakeholders	shown	in	the	checklist	are	in	the
position	to	know	who	their	special	needs	population	is	and	encourage	them	to	register	or	update
their	information	and	can	notify	the	OEM	office	of	a	specific	situation.	Emergency	Management
Council	members	provide	oversight,	make	policy	decisions	and	planning	updates	based	upon
changes	in	the	community.	At	this	time	the	Council	has	not	implemented	an	online	registry
preferring	to	use	a	downloadable	form	that	can	be	printed	and	handed	out	as	needed.
PDF:	ENGLISHANDSPANISHSPECIALNEEDSAPPLICATION.PDF

WORD:	ADDITIONAL	MATERIAL

WORD:	EMERGENCY	COUNCIL	LIST

WORD:	2024	VULNERABLE_POP_CHECKLIST.DOC

Energy

Energy	Tracking	&	Management

20	Points

Bronze	Priority	 Silver	Priority

Program	Summary:	Ridgefield	Park	continues	tracking	energy	usage	and	identify	issues	for	8
municipally	owned	buildings.	The	excel	spreadsheet	is	uploaded	in	this	action	-	Tracking	Sheet
2023	Updates.	Monthly	gas	and	electric	billing	is	entered	and	consolidated	into	an	excel
spreadsheet	stored	in	Outlook	for	different	departments	to	update	throughout	the	year.	Ridgefield
Park	will	monitor	energy	expenditure	and	track	it	through	the	ESPM	website.	Data	will	be	tracked
by	a	Green	Team	volunteer	and	updated	regularly.
EXCEL:	TRACKING	SHEET	2023	UPDATES

PDF:	SEP-REPORT_RIDGFIELD	RARK_COMBINED.PDF

Food

Community	Gardens

20	Points

Program	Summary:	Ridgefield	Park	Community	Garden	was	officially	opened	in	April	2017.	Now
in	season	7,	there	are	2	village-owned	locations	for	those	who	wish	to	garden.	One	is	at	McGowan
Park	which	is	on	Bergen	Turnpike	and	the	other	location	is	in	Fellowship	Park	on	Bergen	Ave	and
Hobart	Street.	We	have	50	gardeners.	The	gardens	have	created	an	opportunity	for	community
members	of	diverse	backgrounds	to	meet,	work,	and	collaborate	with	others	who	have	similar
interests.	We	maintain	chemical-free	gardens	and	encourage	natural	methods	of	fertilizing	and
insect	control.	The	community	garden	concept	is	supported	by	our	Mayor,	Commissioners,	and
our	DPW.	The	estimated	cost	of	the	gardens	is	$8,000	and	approximately	500	hours	is	spent	on
maintenance	and	improvement.	The	day-to-day	running	of	both	the	Fellowship	and	McGowan
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locations	is	coordinated	by	the	community	garden	oversight	committee	a	committee	of	six
gardeners,	who	report	to	the	Commissioner	of	Public	Works.	The	gardeners	are	expected	to
maintain	their	plot	and	the	overall	care	of	the	garden	primarily	through	group	work	sessions.	Both
locations	have	sheds	and	access	to	running	water.	The	DPW	mows	the	lawn	surrounding	the	outer
ring	at	McGowan	and	delivers	mulch	and	soil	as	requested.	At	Fellowship	the	gardeners	mow
inside	the	garden	area	and	the	DPW	does	the	edging	of	the	public	plots	when	they	do	the	rest	of
the	park.	Yard	waste	and	garbage	are	collected	weekly.	Each	garden	location	has	public	plots
planted	with	vegetables	around	the	perimeter	which	are	shared	with	village	residents.	The	Food
Pantry	Garden	located	on	the	premises	of	St.	Francis	of	Assisi	Church	-	114	Mt.	Vernon	Street	is
planted	and	maintained	by	garden	volunteers.	The	location	has	access	to	water	and	an	onsite
shed	for	storage.	This	is	a	non-denominational	food	resource	that	assists	over	90	families	and
individuals	in	need.	A	drop-off	procedure	is	in	place	to	get	the	fresh	produce	to	the	food	pantry
volunteers	for	distribution.	Available	plots	are	typically	advertised	in	our	village	newsletter,
municipal	announcement	board,	banners	at	both	locations,	on	Facebook	pages,	and	on	the	village
website.	Applications	are	available	on	our	website	as	well	as	in	the	municipal	building	and	library.
A	closed	group	Facebook	page	is	maintained	for	our	gardeners	to	share	pictures,	garden	updates,
growing	tips,	recipes,	plus	general	announcements.	Meetings	reminders	are	posted	there	as	well
as	emailed	to	our	gardeners.	See	attachments.
PDF:	2023	RIDGEFIELD	PARK	COMMUNITY	GARDEN	QUESTIONNAIRE	WITH	ATTACHMENTS

Buy	Fresh	Buy	Local	Programs

10	Points

Program	Summary:	Sustainable	Ridgefield	Park	supports	promoting	access	to	local	food	and
food	resources	for	our	community	of	4,851	households.	Buying	local	has	environmental	benefits
with	transportation	by	lessening	fuel	consumption.	We	are	close	to	Routes	46,	17,	80	and	95
making	it	easy	for	residents	to	access	Bergen	and	Passaic	County	Farmers	Markets,	Produce,
Grocery	stores	and	sustainable	resources	for	sourcing	nutritious	food.	A	resource	list	within	10
miles	of	Ridgefield	Park	is	posted	on	the	Sustainable	Ridgefield	Park’s	website	page	under	Think
Local	First,	Facebook	page	and	is	part	of	our	Welcome	Guide.
https://www.ridgefieldpark.org/sites/g/files/vyhlif1121/f/uploads/2024_list_revised.pdf.	The	listing
has	been	translated	into	Spanish.	Copies	of	both	English	and	Spanish	listings	are	found	as	follows:
Fellowship	Park	Little	Library	a	centrally	located	park	and	in	grab	and	go	wall	stations	located	in
the	Library,	Municipal	Building	and	Civic	Center	-	representative	images	of	2024	postings	are	in
supporting	documentation.	The	Village	IGA	offers	home	delivery	and	has	been	doing	so	for	over
45	years.	Interaction	and	conversation	continues	with	local	eating	establishments	to	discover
those	that	support	local	food	production	and	may	use	in-season	produce.
WORD:	SUPPORT	MATERIALS	2024.DOCX

PDF:	2024	LIST.PDF

PDF:	SPANISH	LIST

Health	&	Wellness

Building	Healthier	Communities
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25	Points

Program	Summary:	Mayors	Wellness	Campaign	signed,	Resolution	passed.	Board	of	Recreation
-	bowling,	basketball,	archery,	tennis,	softball,	lessons,	clinics,	adult	3x3	basketball,	ping	pong
Senior	Center	-	yoga,	Zumba,	dancing,	lunch,	BP	screening,	speakers.	Rising	Sun	-	martial	arts
academy	helping	all	ages	learn	to	defend	themselves.	Jiu	Jitsu,	karate,	ladies’	cardio	kick	boxing,
boot	camp.	Free	training	to	police	officers.	http://risingsunacademy.net/	Board	of	Health	-	flu	shots
for	employees;	well-baby	clinic;	rabies	vaccine;	handouts,	make	free	covid	tests	available	Police
Dept.:	•	checks	car	seats	•	safe	use	of	bicycle	helmets	•	Junior	Police	Academy	Program	physical
conditioning/training;	first	aid,	DWI	Presentation	•	OPERATION	TAKE	BACK	NEW	JERSEY	PROGRAM
–	proper	medication	disposal	•	Babysitting	Class	•	Law	Enforcement	Against	Drugs	Program.
Utilizing	Too	Good	for	Drugs	curriculum	reinforcing	skills	to	empower	students	to	lead	safe,
healthy	lives;	setting	goals;	building	positive	relationships;	effectively	communicating;	resisting
peer	pressure;	information	about	consequences	of	drug	use,	drug	related	crimes,	bullying,
violence	and	benefits	of	drug-free,	nonviolent	lifestyle	•	Fitness	room	Library	-	health/wellness
programs	Environmental	Commission:	•	Bat	Walk	–	education	on	bats;	how	they	help	control
mosquito	population.	•	Nature	Preserve	–	trails	and	wildlife	-	walk,	jog,	bike	-	just	get	back	to
nature,	right	in	our	own	backyard!	•	Nature	Walks	•	Fishing	Derby	•	Earth	Day/Green	Fair
Community	Garden	Members:	•	work	outdoors	•	learn	gardening	•	demonstrations/	lectures	•
maintain	public	plots	&	picking	days	so	all	enjoy	fresh	healthy	vegetables	•	maintain	plots,
donating	fresh	food	to	food	pantry.	Municipal	pool	-	swim,	lessons,	swim	team.	Summer	recreation
camp:	•	outdoor	play	•	evening	program	-	Teens	&	Adults	•	weight	room,	basketball	courts,
volleyball	courts	available	Neighborhood	parks:	•	outdoor	exercise,	walking,	jogging,	sports,
kayaking,	canoeing	•	outdoor	track	lit	until	10:00	p.m.	attracting	walkers	•	added	bike	paths
promoting	biking	Village	sports	available:	soccer,	baseball,	wrestling,	football,	men’s	softball,
cheering	Sustainable	Ridgefield	Park/St.	Francis	Church	–	Annual	Health	Fair	scheduled	October
14,	2023.	Sustainable	Ridgefield	Park/K	of	C	–	Annual	Blood	Drive	October	14,	2023	Ridgefield
Park	Arts	Association:	•	concerts	•	high	quality	art	in	all	forms	•	Arts	Amble	•	believes	that	arts
are	essential	to	the	health	and	wellbeing	of	all	people	www.ridgefieldpark.org	for	Village	info.
PDF:	MWC	PLEDGE	&	RESOLUTION

PDF:	YOUTH	-	BUILDING	HEALTHIER	COMMUNITIES

PDF:	SENIORS	-	BUILDING	HEALTHIER	COMMUNITIES

PDF:	EMPLOYEES	-	BUILDING	HEALTHIER	COMMUNITIES

PDF:	ENTIRE	COMMUNITY	-	BUILDING	HEALTHIER	COMMUNITIES

Innovative	Projects

Innovative	Community	Project	3

10	Points

Program	Summary:	The	Village	of	Ridgefield	Park	and	Environmental	Commission's	official
opening	of	the	Nature	Preserve	in	June	2023	garnered	enthusiasm	and	support	from	the
community.	It	includes	wetlands,	meadows,	and	a	small	forested	area.	Bringing	focus	to	green
space	energizes	the	community	and	inspires	them.	It	provides	tangible	rewards	to	the
municipality	because	it	gives	people	of	all	ages	access	to	something	they	did	not	have	before.	The
opening	was	attended	by	members	of	the	Bergen	County	Board	of	Commissioners,	town	officials,
residents,	and	supporters.	Significant	work	from	a	core	team	of	the	Environmental	Commission,
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community	volunteers,	and	municipal	employees	with	the	support	of	the	Mayor	and
Commissioner	responsible	for	the	Environmental	Commission	contributed	to	its	success.
PDF:	MEDIA	ADVISORY	RP	NATURE	PRESERVE

PDF:	RP	NATURE	PRESERVE	SUPPORT	MATERIAL

EXCEL:	RP	NATURE	PRESERVE	GRAND	OPENING	ATTENDANCE

Local	Economies

Green	Business	Recognition	Program

10	Points

Bronze	Priority	 Silver	Priority

Program	Summary:	The	Green	Team	is	in	its	6th	year	using	the	actions	of	the	New	Jersey
Sustainable	Business	Registry	for	its	general	program.	Nine	businesses	are	registered	where	their
business	has	completed	3-5	actions	and	is	recognized	by	the	village.	An	interview	survey
document	is	completed	with	a	business	owner	meeting.	It	is	reviewed	and	approved	and	the
owner	receives	a	seal	acknowledging	the	businesses	commitment	to	sustainable	practices.	At	the
May	21,	2022	Earth	Day	event	we	announced	our	new	additions,	posted	them	on	the	Green	Team
webpage.	An	additional	piece	will	be	put	on	the	Village’s	Facebook	page.	A	Qualifications	and
Actions	spreadsheet	details	the	businesses,	dates	of	recognition	and	what	they	do	to	be
recognized.
WORD:	2020-2022	BUSINESSES	ON	WEBPAGE

EXCEL:	RP	GREEN	BUSINESS	QUALIFICATIONS	AND	ACTIONS

PDF:	PROMOTIONAL	SUPPORT	EVIDENCE

Natural	Resources

Environmental	Commission

10	Points

Program	Summary:	The	Environmental	Commission	is	committed	to	making	the	Ridgefield	Park
community	more	sustainable	in	a	variety	of	ways,	including	but	not	limited	to	a	drug	take	back
program,	community	garden	project,	weedings	and	planting	of	native	plants	at	our	Nature
Preserve,	Green	Business	program,	crayon	recycling,	Styrofoam	recycling,	Bring	Your	Own	Bag
give-a	ways	and	education	on	cleaning	your	reusable	bags,	reusable	straw	give-a	ways,	education
on	straw,	plastic	bags	and	foam,	suggestion	to	BOC	that	when	large	apartments	or	office	building
or	buildings	are	built,	that	they	require	those	buildings	being	built	use	bird	protecting	glass,
continued	protection	of	the	eagle	preserve	as	well	as	work	on	the	soon	to	be	completed	Nature
Preserve	and	Nature	Trail.	The	Nature	Preserve	will	provide	many	opportunities	for	special
educational	programs	for	the	Ridgefield	Park	school	system,	especially	the	nearby	Junior	Senior
High	School,	and	also	be	available	to	Village	scouting	and	civic	organizations	for	programming.
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Most	importantly,	it	will	be	available	to	ALL	Village	residents	for	taking	a	peaceful	and	relaxing
stroll	in	nature!The	Environmental	Commission	is	committed	to	making	the	Ridgefield	Park
community	more	sustainable	in	a	variety	of	ways,	including	but	not	limited	to	a	drug	take	back
program,	community	garden	project,	weedings	and	planting	of	native	plants	at	our	Nature
Preserve,	Green	Business	program,	crayon	recycling,	Styrofoam	recycling,	Bring	Your	Own	Bag
give-a	ways	and	education	on	cleaning	your	reusable	bags,	reusable	straw	give-a	ways,	education
on	straw,	plastic	bags	and	foam,	suggestion	to	BOC	that	when	large	apartments	or	office	building
or	buildings	are	built,	that	they	require	those	buildings	being	built	use	bird	protecting	glass,
continued	protection	of	the	eagle	preserve	as	well	as	work	on	the	soon	to	be	completed	Nature
Preserve	and	Nature	Trail.	The	Nature	Preserve	will	provide	many	opportunities	for	special
educational	programs	for	the	Ridgefield	Park	school	system,	especially	the	nearby	Junior	Senior
High	School,	and	also	be	available	to	Village	scouting	and	civic	organizations	for	programming.
Most	importantly,	it	will	be	available	to	ALL	Village	residents	for	taking	a	peaceful	and	relaxing
stroll	in	nature!
WORD:	ENVIRONMENTAL	COMMISSION	ANNUAL	REPORT	2023

WORD:	ENVIRONMENTAL	COMMISSION	ROSTER	2024

WORD:	ENVIRONMENTAL	COMMISSION	ORDINANCE

Environmental	Commission	Site	Plan	Review

10	Points

Program	Summary:	The	Ridgefield	Park	Environmental	Commission	has	taken	an	active	role	in
reviewing	applications	before	the	Planning/Zoning	Board	and	voicing	opposition	to	plans	that
would	be	a	quality-of-life	issue	and	negatively	impact	the	environment.	In	the	past	18	months,	the
EC	has	received	approximately	5	cases/applications	to	review.	(list	uploaded)	For	example,	the	EC
is	quite	proud	of	its	impact	creating	a	new	ordinance	that	new	construction	and	major	renovations
will	incorporate	design	measures	to	promote	bird	safety.	After	reading	the	application	for	60
Challenger	Road,	the	EC	submitted	comments	to	the	Planning	Board	and	backed	them	up	with
lots	of	data	that	literally	millions	of	birds	are	killed	every	year	by	this	glass.	The	applicant	was
very	agreeable	and	they	will	provide	birdproof	glass.	This	shows	that	one	person	can	make	a
difference.	In	October	2022,	Leonia	contacted	the	EC	looking	for	support	for	the	area	known	as
Overpeck	Area	IV.	A	member	attended	the	meeting	along	with	Leonia	Environmental	Commission
and	others.	The	main	point	is	to	have	conversations	with	the	community.	The	County	basically
said	it	was	old	trees	and	they	understand	it	had	to	be	remediated	and	they	went	way	too	far.	The
original	plan	called	for	a	great	lawn	but	many	feel	there	is	already	a	lawn,	and	this	area	should
have	a	meadow.	Leonia	Shade	Tree	Commission	feels	they	should	plant	as	many	trees	as
possible.	The	County	did	mention	it	was	“court	ordered.”	The	EC	believes	there	will	be	more
public	meetings.	Since	RP	gave	some	of	the	land,	it	should	have	the	right	to	have	a	one-on-one
conversation	about	this.
WORD:	EC	ANNUAL	REPORT	2021

WORD:	EC	ANNUAL	REPORT	2022

PDF:	EMAIL	TO	PLANNING	BOARD	CHAIRMAN	RE:	BIRD	SAFE	GLASS	ORDINANCE

WORD:	EC	SITE	PLAN	REVIEWS	2021	AND	2022

Community	Forestry	Management	Plan	&	NJUCF	Accreditation

20	Points
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Program	Summary:	Ridgefield	Park	has	used	a	tree	maintenance	program	since	the	inception	of
the	Shade	Tree	Commission	in	1979.	Tree	maintenance	is	included	as	part	of	the	Shade	Tree
Commission's	annual	budget.	The	Shade	Tree	Commission	uses	a	baseline	inventory,	ongoing
inventory	updates	and	additional	information	to	keep	current	what	is	known	about	the	public	tree
population.	A	combination	of	resources	from	the	DPW	and	two	outside	arborists	are	used	to
complete	the	maintenance	tasks	which	may	require	highly	specialized	equipment	or	skills.	Any
street	plantings	under	power	lines	are	now	smaller	trees	to	avoid	conflicts	with	electric	wires.	It
has	been	our	goaI	to	increase	and	maintain	tree	canopy	cover	and	we	have	succeeded	in	doing	so
on	municipal	lands	and	in	right-of-way	opportunities.	Canopy	cover	is	limited	in	most	areas	oft	the
Village	due	to	high	density	development.	One	potential	exception	is	the	portion	of	Overpeck
County	Park	that	lies	within	RidgefieId	Park.	A	copy	of	the	letter	from	the	State	of	New	Jersey
Department	of	Environmental	Protection	confirming	our	CFMP	Plan	has	been	extended	to
December	31,	2024.	As	such,	the	approval	letter	for	the	current	CFMP	Plan	dated	September	12,
2019	remains	in	effect.	Attachment:	Notice	of	Acceptance_CFMP	Extension.	Accreditation	Status
Reports	attached:	2021	and	2022	Accreditation.	Note:	The	departure	of	Emily	Farschon	from	the
NHUCF	has	impacted	updates	to	2022	Accreditation	Status.
PDF:	COMMUNITY	FORESTRY	AND	MANAGEMENT	PLAN

PDF:	NOTICE	OF	ACCEPTANCE_CFMP	EXTENSION.PDF

PDF:	2022	NJUCF	AAR	SUBMISSION-RIDGEFIELD	PARK,	NJ.PDF

PDF:	2022	ACCREDITATION	REPORT

Tree	Hazard	Inventory

10	Points

Program	Summary:	Ridgefield	Park	has	a	current	tree	hazard	inventory	for	every	street	tree	in
the	village.	Trees	are	rated	according	to	the	severity	of	the	damage	or	threat	to	a	given	tree.	An
outside	consultant	was	used	to	custom-design	and	performed	the	survey.	The	DPW	is	provided
with	a	list	of	high	priority	trees	that	require	pruning	or	removal.	In	an	emergency	when	there	is	a
potentially	hazardous	situation	the	tree	is	removed	immediately.	In	a	a	non-critical	situation	the
tree	is	scheduled	for	action.	The	property	owner	is	notified	by	the	Shade	Tree	Commission	and
informed	of	action	that	will	be	taken.	2018	Shade	Tree	Commission	Work	Plan	details	the	trees
removed,	planted	and	pruned.	In	2019,	work	is	underway	to	identify	and	evaluate	trees	in	parks
and	other	public	properties	(school	grounds)	for	action.
PDF:	TREE	HAZARD	MANAGEMENT	SECTION	OF	COMMUNITY	FORESTRY	MANAGEMENT	PLAN

PDF:	2018	SHADE	TREE	COMMISSION	ANNUAL	WORK	PLAN

Tree	Maintenance	Programs

10	Points

Program	Summary:	Ridgefield	Park's	Shade	Tree	Commission	has	had	a	tree	maintenance
program	since	1979.	Tree	maintenance	is	included	in	the	Shade	Tree	Commission's	annual
budget.	The	Shade	Tree	Commission	tracking	uses	a	baseline	inventory,	ongoing	inventory
updates	and	additional	information	to	keep	the	public	tree	population	current.	Resources	from	the
DPW	and	two	outside	arborists	complete	the	maintenance	tasks	which	may	require	highly
specialized	equipment	or	skills.	The	guideline	for	street	plantings	under	power	lines	are	to	only
use	smaller	varieties	which	avoid	conflicts	with	above	ground	electrical	wires.	A	single	PDF
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attachment	contains:	-	Introduction	-	Tree	Maintenance	Section	of	the	Community	Forestry
Management	Plan.	-	Annual	Work	Plan	for	2021	submission	in	the	Tree	City	USA	Annual
Report	with	trees	and	stumps	removed,	trees	planted,	pruned,	elevated,	and	inspected.	-	Tree
Budget	Statement	as	it	appeared	in	the	NJUCF	AAR	for	2021	including	actuals	plus	DPW	and
contracted	vendor	man	hours	worked.
PDF:	TREE	MAINTENANCE	PLAN,	2021	ANNUAL	WORK	PLAN,	BUDGET	AND	ACTALS

Operations	&	Maintenance

Recycled	Copy	Paper

15	Points

Program	Summary:	The	Village	of	Ridgefield	Park	departments:	Clerk's	office,	Building
Department,	Health	Department,	Assessors	Office,	Municipal	Court,	Board	of	Recreation,	Pool	and
Police	Department	use	recycled	paper.	The	Clerk's	Office	oversees	all	requests	for	paper
purchases.	Documentation	and	invoices	for	2023	included	with	this	action	confirms	that	recycled
paper	is	in	use	as	stated	above	with	appropriate	30%	post-consumer	content.
PDF:	2023	RECYCLE	COPY	PAPER	INVOICES	-	FINANCE	OFFICE.PDF

WORD:	SUSTAINABLE	FORESTRY	LABEL	2024.DOCX

EXCEL:	VRP	RECYCLED_COPY_PAPER_TRACKING_SPREADSHEET-1.XLSX

Sustainability	&	Climate	Planning

Community	Asset	Mapping

10	Points

Program	Summary:	The	Village	of	Ridgefield	Park	community	assets	inventory	categorized
spreadsheet	has	over	a	new	dozen	additions.	It	is	on	our	Village	Website	for	the	general
population	to	use	located	on	the	Sustainable	Ridgefield	Park	page
https://www.ridgefieldpark.org/sustainable-ridgefield-park	under	Community	Asset	Inventory.	This
log	was	built	by	volunteers	who	walked	the	town	and	verified	information	by	doing	Internet
searches.	Our	challenge	is	still	resources,	time	and	people.	Sustainable	Ridgefield	Park	members
keep	the	inventory.	It	is	repurposed	in	the	Village’s	Welcome	Guide.	The	log	is	used	with	the
Creative	Assets	Inventory,	a	separate	resource	and	submitted	under	that	action,	by	the	Public	Arts
Champions	(Creative	Arts	Team)	when	deciding	which	areas	of	the	Village	will	be	focused	on	for
projects	and	activities.
EXCEL:	ASSET	LISTING.XLSX
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Waste	Management

Prescription	Drug	Safety	&	Disposal

10	Points

Bronze	Priority	 Silver	Priority

Program	Summary:	The	Village	of	Ridgefield	Park	conducts	two	drug	take-back	events	each
year	at	the	Police	Department	Headquarters	234	Main	Street	physically	inside	the	department's
offices.	Collection	is	handled	anonymously.	Only	the	weight	of	the	collected	prescriptions	is
counted.	Community	notification	takes	place	using	a	flyer	distributed	and	displayed	at	the
Municipal	Building,	on	the	Municipal	Message	Board,	Lombardi	Towers,	Marlboro	house,	Main
Street	Senior	Building,	7-11,	IGA,	CVS,	post	office,	as	well	as	the	eight	doctors	offices	within	the
village.	Information	is	placed	on	the	village	website	calendar,	the	PBA	Facebook	page,	the	RPPD
page	and	a	standard	format	NIXLE	alert	message	distribution	occurs	prior	to	the	event	along	with
notification	to	citizens	who	signup	for	email	and	text	messages.
PDF:	APRIL	22	2023	DOCUMENTS

PDF:	OCTOABER	28,	2023	DOCUMENTS

Recycling	&	Waste	Reduction	Education	&	Compliance

20	Points

Bronze	Priority	 Silver	Priority

Program	Summary:	Recycling	Compliance:	There	is	a	Recycling	Ordinance	in	place	in	the
village.	Village	of	Ridgefield	Park,	NJ	/	Part	III:	General	Legislation	/	Garbage,	Rubbish	and	Refuse
Article	IV	Recycling	[Adopted	5-24-1988	by	Ord.	No.	12-88[1]	(Ch.	117,	Art.	IV,	of	the	1985	Code)]
(*see	Supporting	Material)	Employees	of	the	DPW	do	periodic	curbside	recycling	inspections.
Planning	is	underway	to	use	stickers	on	contaminated	bins	that	are	left	uncollected	explaining
why	the	recycling	could	not	be	collected.	(*see	Supporting	Material)	A	tracking	sheet	from	2022	is
provided	in	the	attached	Recycling	Compliance	Tracking	Ridgefield	Park	2022.	Recycling
Education	and	Outreach:	The	Village	of	Ridgefield	Park	uses	Recycle	Coach	to	educate	residents
about	recycling	through	the	app	and	online	resources.	The	village	collection	calendar	is	synced	on
the	Recycle	Coach	app.	(*See	Recycle	Coach	Interactions	report	PDF	and	see	example	flyer	on
Facebook	PDF)	We	also	have	a	Sustainable	Ridgefield	Park	(Ridgefield	Park	Green	Team)
Facebook	page	with	50	likes	and	70	followers	as	of	January	2023	which	grew	to	82	likes	and	106
followers	as	of	May	7th,	2023.	https://www.facebook.com/sustainableridgefieldpark	(*see
Sustainable	Ridgefield	Park	Facebook	examples	PDF)	The	DPW	has	its	own	webpage	available	at
https://www.ridgefieldpark.org/department-public-works	with	the	collection	calendar	and
instructions.	Our	Sustainable	Ridgefield	Park	green	team	website	is	also	updated	periodically;
available	at	https://www.ridgefieldpark.org/sustainable-ridgefield-park	Waste	Reduction	Education
and	Outreach:	The	municipality’s	accepted	materials	flyer	is	called	"Sort-It-Out".	It	is	distributed	to
the	community	on	the	Village	website,	as	well	as	at	tabling	events	such	as	the	Street	Fair.	It	is
available	in	town	buildings	such	as	the	Municipal	Building	and	the	Civic	Center	for	residents	to
take.	(*See	Supporting	Material)	The	newsletter	is	used	to	keep	residents	aware	of	changes	to
recycling	and	waste	collection.	They	announced	changes	including	rearranging	the	cardboard	and
paper	pickup	schedule	(See	Supporting	Material	PDF	and	March	2023	Newsletter	PDF).	The	March
2023	Newsletter	also	includes	information	about	The	Department	of	Public	Works	changes	to	the
recycling	collections	of	newspaper,	cardboard,	yard	waste,	and	bulk	waste.	There	are	instructions
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to	tie	up	cardboard	for	curbside	collection	as	well	as	paper	recycling.	There	is	also	an	article	about
wish-cycling	to	educate	residents	about	recycling	contamination.	The	March	2023	newsletter	also
advertised	our	April	22,	2023,	Bulk	Plastics	and	Toy	Collection	event,	and	gives	the	date	for	our
upcoming	2023	Swap	&	Shop	in	September.	(*See	Ridgefield	Park	March	2023	Newsletter	PDF)
The	DPW	webpage	is	https://www.ridgefieldpark.org/department-public-works	They	participate	in
public	events	including	Earth	Day	and	the	Street	Fair	to	promote	and	reinforce	the	rules	of
recycling	and	waste	reduction	to	the	community.	First	Quarter	of	every	year	the	DPW	does	an
assembly	at	each	of	the	three	grammar	schools	and	the	middle	school	about	their	department
while	giving	students	an	overview	of	the	important	and	varied	role	they	in	the	community.
PDF:	RIDGEFIELD	PARK	MARCH	2023	NEWSLETTER

PDF:	SUSTAINABLE	RIDGEFIELD	PARK	FACEBOOK	&	RECYCLE	COACH	EXAMPLES

PDF:	RECYCLE	COACH	APP	INTERACTIONS	REPORT	2022_RIDGEFIELD	PARK

PDF:	RECYCLING	COMPLIANCE	TRACKING	RIDGEFIELD	PARK	2022

PDF:	SUPPORTING	MATERIAL.PDF

Community	Paper	Shredding	Day

5	Points

Program	Summary:	The	Village	of	Ridgefield	Park	conducts	two	community	paper	shredding
events	annually	using	an	outside	company.	It	is	held	on	a	Saturday	between	9am	-	1pm	at	the
DPW	Garage-24	Industrial	Avenue,	Ridgefield	Park,	NJ.	DPW	employees	assist	residents	to	insure
that	only	acceptable	material	is	submitted	for	shredding.	The	DPW	and	Sustainable	Ridgefield
Park	partnered	at	both	events.	The	April	event	was	combined	with	a	Second	Chance	Toys
Recycling	Collection,	damaged	hard	plastics	recycling	collection	and	Food	Pantry	Breakfast	Cereal
donation	with	about	80	participants.	In	November	we	ran	the	event	with	hard	plastics	recycling
collection	and	Food	Pantry	Breakfast	cereal	donation	with	about	60	participants.	Sustainable	RP
members	and	high	school	volunteers	needing	community	service	managed	the	Second	Chance
Toys,	hard	plastics	recycling	and	Food	Pantry	Breakfast	cereal	donation	collections.	Residents
liked	the	time	saving	aspect	of	dropping	off	multiple	things	at	once.	The	event	is	publicized	on	the
Village	website,	Village	Facebook	page,	and	on	the	Village	message	boards.	Confirmation	receipts
for	both	the	April,	2022	and	November	2022	events	are	in	one	attachment	along	with	photos	of
the	shredding	activity.
PDF:	APRIL	&	NOVEMBER	RECEIPTS

WORD:	PAPER	SHREDDING	VISUALS.DOCX

Food	Waste

10	Points

Program	Summary:	The	Food	Waste	Composting	Pilot	Program	using	Neighborhood	Compost
https://www.neighborhoodcompost.com/	launched	in	October,	2023	for	residents.	The	Village
offers	this	pilot	to	residents	free	of	charge.	Each	household	receives	signup	confirmation	and
instructions	about	the	service,	where	to	drop	and	how	to	access	the	toters.	The	Village	intends	to
extend	the	program	through	2024	and	survey	residents	to	evaluate	next	steps.
PDF:	PROMOTIONAL	FLYER

EXCEL:	SERVICE	PICKUP	TRACKING	SHEET.XLSX

PDF:	FOOD	WASTE	COMPOST	DOCUMENTATION.PDF
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Household	Hazardous	Waste

10	Points

Program	Summary:	The	DPW	recycling	center	is	where	the	village	collects	consumer
electronics,	fluorescent	light	bulbs,	and	used	motor	oil	for	recycling	and	disposal.	Village	residents
can	go	to	the	DPW	section	of	the	Village	website	for	town	waste	collection	information	-
https://www.ridgefieldpark.org/department-public-works.	Using	the	website	and	Recycling	Coach
app	residents	can	create	a	customized	monthly	calendar.	Recycle	Coach	has	a	posting	to	inform
residents	they	can	bring	fluorescent	bulbs	and	electronics.	A	HHW	eBook	is	posted	for	residents	to
gain	more	information.	See	Support	Material	Attachment.	The	DPW	webpage	directs	residents	to
the	BCUA	for	the	Household	Hazardous	Waste	Collection	Schedule.
PDF:	TONNAGE	REPORT	AND	RIGID	PLASTICS	RECEIPT.PDF

EXCEL:	2023	TONNAGE	REPORT

WORD:	SUPPORT	MATERIAL.DOCX

Non-Mandated	Materials	Recycling

40	Points

Program	Summary:	Plastic	bags/film	and	EPS	-	The	plastic	bag	and	film	recycling	program	is	a
partnership	started	in	2021	with	Bogota	and	Englewood.	The	Village	has	five	collection	sites	plus
the	DPW	recycling	center.	Material	is	sorted	through	by	volunteers	then	bagged.	Plastic	is
accumulated	at	the	Ridgefield	Park	DPW	until	taken	to	the	Englewood	DPW	where	it	is	baled	then
stored.	EPS	-	The	Village	Recycling	Center	is	open	to	residents	six	days	a	week.	Signage	on	the
container	and	a	DPW	employee	onsite	guides	residents	about	what	is	acceptable.	Material	is
regularly	sorted	through	by	volunteers	then	bagged.	Accumulated	EPS	is	taken	to	POLY/MOLDING
LLC.	Attachment:	The	EPS	Plastics	Material	Update.pdf	includes	a	2022	newsletter	article	about
EPS	recycling	and	a	visual	of	the	container	displayed	in	the	municipal	building	and	the	civic
center.	Textiles	-	The	Fire	Dept.	has	four	textile	collection	boxes	around	town	and	in	the	DPW
recycling	center	available	anytime	for	drop	off.	Attachment:	Textiles	Documents.	Cooking	Oil	is
collected	for	recycling	in	a	tank	provided	by	MOPAC	RENDERING.	When	enough	has	accumulated
MOPAC	picks	it	up.	This	container	has	not	been	emptied	as	we	have	not	run	out	of	space.	Crayons
and	Alkaline	batteries	Crayon	collection	boxes	are	at	all	public	schools,	the	library,	one	nursery
school	and	Municipal	Building.	Flyers	are	electronically	distributed	to	schools.	165	new	packs	of
crayons	were	made	for	donation	to	children’s	hospitals.(crayoninitiative.org).	Alkaline	Battery(AA,
AAA,	9V	or	C	or	D	cell)	collection	began	1Q2022	using	Call2Recyle	prepaid	corrugated	boxes.
Attachment:	Crayon	and	Alkaline	Battery	Recycling	Bulky	Rigid	Plastics	were	collected	in	2022
and	2023	in	conjunction	with	Paper	Shredding	days	at	the	DPW.	The	container	is	then	taken	to
Bayshore	Single	Stream	Solutions	the	closet	recycler	to	us	who	accepts	this	material.	We	use	this
opportunity	to	support	Second	Chance	Toys	to	collect	toys	for	children	in	need	and	keep	them	out
of	the	landfill.	Attachment:	Bulky	Rigid	Plastics	Support	Material.	Recycling	calendar	is	mailed	to
homes	annually.	It	is	at	https://www.ridgefieldpark.org/department-public-works	under	Calendar
and	Instructions.	For	those	without	electronic	access	the	DPW	will	provide	a	physical	information
package.
PDF:	TEXTILES	DOCUMENTS.PDF

PDF:	2022	MATERIALS	SUMMARY	REPORT

https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2024/2/22/17086285524807.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2024/5/7/17150900952671.xlsx
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2024/5/9/17152742123827.docx
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/1683946249188.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/21/16770095853111.pdf


PDF:	BULKY	RIGID	PLASTICS	SUPPORT	MATERIAL

PDF:	CRAYON	AND	ALKALINE	BATTERY	RECYCLING.PDF

PDF:	EPS	PLASTICS	MATERIAL	UPDATE.PDF

WORD:	NON-MANDATED	MATERIALS	CHECKLIST	REV1.DOCX

Recycling	Depot

10	Points

Program	Summary:	Ridgefield	Park's	Recycling	Center	located	at	24	Industrial	Avenue	is	open
six	days	a	week	(Monday-Saturday	9	am	-	12	pm).	A	Village	employee	is	posted	at	the	Center	to
guide	residents	through	the	deposit	process.	A	recycling	board	is	posted	at	the	center	to	show
Village	residents	what	can	be	dropped	off	at	the	center.	Information	included:	computers,	small
appliances,	TVs,	DVD	players,	etc.	metal,	wood	general	trash	yard	waste	corrugated	cardboard
propane	tanks	used	automobile	oil	commingled	recycle	(glass,	plastic,	aluminum)	As	of	February
2,	2023	newspaper	and	magazine	pickups	have	been	arranged	with	the	Knights	of	Columbus	one
of	our	community	organizations.	(Attached	website	notice)	Residents	contact	the	DPW	to	arrange
specific	pickups	for	washers,	dryers,	refrigerators,	hot	water	heaters	and	large	objects	made	of
metal.	The	location	has	a	clothing	drop	off,	an	EPS	recycling	bin,	plastic	film	recycling	containers,
battery	recycling	container.	A	satellite	view	(RP	DPW	satellite	map)	of	the	DPW	area	is	attached.
IMAGE:	NEWSPAPER	AND	MAGAZINE	PICKUP

PDF:	RECYCLING	CENTER	CALENDAR	&	INFORMATION

PDF:	RP	DPW	SATELLITE	MAP

Grass	-	Cut	It	and	Leave	It	Program

5	Points

Program	Summary:	The	Village	of	Ridgefield	Park	uses	multiple	methods	to	promote	the	value
of	leaving	grass	cuttings	behind.	Newsletter	articles	and	public	display	board	at	the	DPW	offices
are	some	examples.	Selected	reprints	are	used	to	discuss	the	value	of	leaving	the	grass	cuttings
at	town	events.	Members	of	our	Green	Team	and	Environmental	Commission	informally	share	the
advantages	of	using	a	mulching	blade	-	saves	time	because	it	speeds	up	the	job	and	you	don't
have	to	stop	and	empty	the	container.
PDF:	NEWSLETTER	PIECE.PDF

IMAGE:	PUBLIC	BOARD	AT	DPW.JPG

PDF:	HANDOUT	EXAMPLE.PDF

Materials	Reuse	Program

10	Points

Program	Summary:	The	Materials	Reuse	Area	is	at	the	DPW	Recycling	Center	24	Industrial
Avenue	and	part	of	Ridgefield	Park's	recycling	program.	The	interest	in	reuse	remains	strong.	The
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DPW	employee	who	oversees	the	site	maintains	that	well	over	250	people	annually	either	drop	off
or	pick	up	an	item	which	saves	minimally	2	tons	of	material	from	landfills.	People	who	stop	by	the
recycling	center	are	shown	available	items	and	instructed	they	can	also	drop	off	items	they	no
longer	need.	At	the	annual	Earth	Day/Green	Fair	there	is	a	"Popup"	place	with	items	pulled	from
the	main	reuse	area	that	are	cleaned	up	for	visitors	to	take.	(photo	uploaded	from	).	We	put	a
"Popup"	Materials	Reuse	Area	at	the	Fall	Swap	&	Shop	which	is	very	actively	shopped	and	visitors
comment	they	would	like	to	see	it	more	often	which	is	a	way	for	us	to	remind	them	of	the	area	at
the	recycling	center	for	their	use	anytime	during	its	operating	hours.	Attached	is	the	notice	that	is
on	the	Village	website	and	distributed	in	the	schools.	The	flyer	is	used	at	public	events	including
Earth	Day,	annual	Street	Fair,	Health	Fair	etc.
PDF:	FLYER.PDF

IMAGE:	MATERIALS	REUSE	NOTICE.JPG

IMAGE:	EARTH	DAY_GREEN	FAIR	POP	UP.JPG

WORD:	SWAP	POPUP.DOCX

Reusable	Bag	Education	Program	*Retires	12/31/25*

5	Points

Program	Summary:	The	Environmental	Commission	distributes	reusable	cloth	bags	on	Earth
Day/publilc	events	and	asks	people	to	sign	a	pledge	that	they	will	use	the	cloth	bag.	(photo	&
pledge	uploaded).	It	also	asks	stores	to	put	the	uploaded	BYOB	(Bring	Your	Own	Bag)	sign	in	their
windows	to	remind	people	to	bring	reusable	bags.	The	uploaded	flyers	educating	people	about	the
positive	aspects	of	using	reusable	bags	and	care	for	reusable	bags	are	on	our	website	and
distributed	electronically	in	the	schools	as	well	as	at	tables	hosted	by	the	Environmental
Commission/SRP	throughout	the	year	at	public	events	such	as	Earth	Day,	EarthFest,	Health	Fair,
Swap	&	Shop/Green	Fair	and	the	annual	Village	Street	Fair.	Members	also	talk	to	local	store
owners	throughout	the	year	about	encouraging	reusable	bags.	We	have	distributed	the	uploaded
flyers	in	the	schools	as	well	as	at	public	events.	Also	attached	is	as	flyer	that	a	member	took	to
each	store	in	the	town	together	with	a	"BYOB"	(bring	your	own	bag)	encouraging	reusable	bags	as
well	as	a	flyer	about	the	new	laws	on	handing	out	straws,	polystyrene	foam	food	service	ban	and
single-use	carryout	bags	ban.	Go	to	https://www.ridgefieldpark.org/environmental-commission
and	https://www.ridgefieldpark.org/sustainable-ridgefield-park	to	see	reusable	bag	info	posted	on
the	village	website.
PDF:	REUSABLE	BAG	EDUCATION	FLYERS

PDF:	REUSABLE	BAG	INFORMATION/PHOTOS	AT	PUBLIC	EVENTS

PDF:	BEST	WAYS	TO	CLEAN	REUSABLE	BAGS

PDF:	REUSABLE	BAG	PLEDGE

PDF:	BYOB	AND	INFO	GIVEN	OUT

https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/21/16770230184254.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/21/16770235017941.JPG
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/21/1677023660957.jpg
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/21/1677024066119.docx
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/20/16769410223544.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/20/1676941087054.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/20/16769411276872.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/20/1676941170502.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/20/16769412108557.pdf

