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Sustainable Jersey Certification Report
This is the Sustainable Jersey Certification Report of Closter Boro, a Sustainable Jersey bronze certified applicant.

Closter Boro was certified on September 21, 2023 with 160 points. Listed below is information regarding Closter Boro’s Sustainable Jersey efforts and
materials associated with the applicant’s certified actions.

Contact Information

The designated Sustainable Jersey contact for Closter Boro is:

Name: PAUL YARIN
Title/Position: CHAIR / CLOSTER ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

295 CLOSTER DOCK RD.

Address: CLOSTER, NJ 07624

Phone: 323-547-0925

Actions Implemented

Each approved action and supporting documentation for which Closter Boro was approved for in 2023 appears below. Note: Standards for the
actions below may have changed and the documentation listed may no longer satisfy requirements for that action. Additionally, points associated
with actions prior to 2013 certifications may not be accurate.

Arts & Creative Culture

Municipal Commitments to Support Arts and Creative Culture

Program Summary: Mayor's Committee for the Arts The Mayor’'s Committee for the Arts organizes artistic performances throughout the year.
It solicits interested artists that would like to perform and gives them a stage in Closter. The most popular events have been concerts at Closter
Plaza. Another location utilized is the Closter Library. Attached, please find an artist solicitation, planned upcoming concerts in the Mayor’s
Newsletter, and a letter from the Mayor creating the Committee. The Belskie Museum of Art & Science
https://www.belskiemuseum.com/default.asp Located in Closter, N, the Belskie Museum of Art and Science was founded by the Closter Lions
Club to preserve, house and exhibit the works of Abram Belskie, a sculptor, medical illustrator, and resident of Closter. Upon completion of the
museum in 1993, The Closter Lions Club donated it to the Borough of Closter. The Belskie Museum is operated as a tax-exempt, non-profit
corporation under the direction of a six member Board of Directors appointed by the Borough of Closter, the Closter Lions Club, and the Closter
Library Board of Trustees. Funding is from grants, memberships, exhibitions and donations. The museum is run solely through the efforts of
volunteers. The museum exhibits ten shows yearly; the museum also has a collection of works donated by exhibiting artists. The museum
works in collaboration with the Art Students League of New York City and the Vytlacil School of Plein Air Painting in Sparkill, New York in
producing exhibitions of works by instructors and students. As part of Northern Valley Regional High School's community service program,
senior students organize, install and monitor their own art exhibit each May under the guidance of their art teachers and the museum. Closter
funds the Museum with an annual $5,000 appropriation in the municipal budget.

PDF: MAYOR'S APRIL 2023 NEWSLETTER ARTS.PDF

PDF: MAYOR GLIDDEN ANNOUNCES COMMITTEE FOR THE ARTS INITIATIVE.PDF

PDF: MAYOR'S COMMITTEE FOR THE ARTS IS CALLING ALL PERFORMERS !.PDF

PDF: BELSKIE BUDGET PAGE.PDF

Community Partnership & Outreach

Green Team

10 Points

® Bronze Required


https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839125219971.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839125347324.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839125467709.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839125580111.pdf

Program Summary: The Borough of Closter is a municipality in Bergen County with about 10,000 residents. The Closter Green Team is an
active, volunteer group that promotes the adoption of sustainable practices and pursues Sustainable Jersey certification for the Borough. The
Green Team consists of members of the Closter Environmental Commission in addition to a member of the Closter Shade Tree Commission, the
Closter Public Schools Superintendent, and the Closter Nature Center’s lead Naturalist. In 2009, Closter registered a Green Team with
Sustainable Jersey. However, at that time the volunteer members were not able to complete the certification process. After changes to the
composition of the Environmental Commission in 2022, certification efforts were resumed. On July 27, 2022, the Borough of Closter voted to
support the Green Team via Resolution #22-162. As the Green Team is closely aligned with the Environmental Commission, the EC’s monthly
meeting minutes include updates on Green Team and Sustainable Jersey efforts. Over the past year, the Green Team and the Environmental
Commission have made progress on several sustainability initiatives with positive community impacts: ¢ Issuing public announcements via a
new, dedicated website (www.sustainablecloster.org) ¢ Providing additional public communications via the monthly Mayor’s Newsletter
(www.closterboro.com/closter/Newsletters) ¢ Providing comments during multiple site plan reviews to encourage energy efficiency, renewable
energy, and tree removal mitigation ¢ Developing a public garden project that showcases native grasses and groundcovers in MacBain Farm «
Developing a public garden project that showcases pollinators in Buzzoni Farm Park ¢ Engaging scout troops and volunteers in improving public
gardens ¢ Organizing “Closter Cleanup Day,” a volunteer cleanup of trails and streets « Organizing “No Mow May,” a campaign to encourage
pollinators ¢ Selecting and procuring environment-related books for the Closter Public Library ¢ Developing a plan to gradually electrify
municipal fleet vehicles The Green Team expects to apply for Sustainable Jersey certification in the 2023 cycle.

PDF: CLOSTER GREEN TEAM RESOLUTION

PDF: CLOSTER GREEN TEAM - SUMMARY REPORT - JULY 2023

PDF: ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES - JULY 14, 2022.PDF

PDF: ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES - SEPTEMBER 8, 2022.PDF

PDF: ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES - OCTOBER 13, 2022.PDF

PDF: ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES - NOVEMBER 10, 2022.PDF

Energy

Fleet Inventory

10 Points

® Bronze Priority ® Silver Priority

Program Summary: Sustainable Jersey “Fleet Inventory” Action - Description The Borough of Closter has a municipal fleet of 35 light-duty
trucks, 24 heavy-duty vehicles, and 3 passenger cars. Most vehicles perform essential services and are operated by the Department of Public
Works and the Police Department, which each represent about half of the fuel consumption. 60% of GHG emissions are due to diesel fuel and
40% from gasoline; there are currently no hybrid or electric vehicles in the fleet. Beyond small improvements through telematics and training,
we propose a path to electrification in the following phases: 1. Obtain a single Police patrol vehicle as a demonstration and test during 2023-
2024, which will familiarize officers with the technology and its benefits. This will require a single L2 charger installation and can be done at low
cost. 2. Building on the success of this pilot, develop a plan to transition the Police fleet to EV’s over several years (e.g. 2024-2030). This will
also require investment in electrical service, probably including at least one Direct Current Fast Charger (DCFC) and stationary backup batteries
to support charging during power outages. Federal and state incentives and local community support will be critical to funding these upgrades.
3. As they become available, DPW can follow a similar path to test electric versions of light- to heavy duty utility vehicles (e.g. F250, F350,
F450) as replacements for their diesel fleet. The fuel savings and speedy performance of the Police vehicles will likely support this change. This
transition will likely occur towards the end of the decade, assuming the supply chain can support a breakneck growth rate. 4. In concert with
vehicle electrification and charging infrastructure, any opportunities to develop distributed generation (DG) via solar panels should be seriously
considered. Solar generation on municipal buildings will support building electrification goals, reduce grid demand, and provide additional
resilience.

EXCEL: S]_FLEET_INVENTORY_SPREADSHEET_2022-CLOSTER.XLSX
WORD: SUSTAINABLE JERSEY “FLEET INVENTORY” ACTION - NARRATIVE REPORT FOR BOROUGH OF CLOSTER .DOCX

Food

Community Food Pantry/Bank & Soup Kitchen

10 Points

Program Summary: The Closter Food and Assistance Board runs a food pantry that serves about 45 families. It is run by the Closter Food and
Assistance Board which is appointed by the Mayor. All members are volunteers, municipal staff is minimally involved in running the food pantry.
It is supported by many community groups and members that run food drives and donate food. Volunteers collect donations, respond to
inquiries from folks using the food pantry, package the food, and manage pick-up. Food is provided to clients based on needs and requests from
the clients. https://www.closterboro.com/closter/Boards%20%26%20Commissions/Food%20and%20Assistance%20Board/
https://www.facebook.com/closter.fab?fref=comp

Community Gardens

15 Points


https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/7/16/16895289690586.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/7/16/16895290066145.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/7/16/16895290245685.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/7/16/16895290452428.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/7/16/16895290558113.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/7/16/16895290671931.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839431274506.xlsx
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839431469654.docx

Program Summary: Closter owns the MacBain farm, a five and a half acre farm used entirely for the benefit of the residents of the Borough.
Each Closter family is entitled to pick fresh vegetables in season, once a week, for free, during the growing season. Volunteers are available to
explain about the farm and monitor its use. It also holds an end-of-the-summer celebration, with bonfire, marshmallow roasts, and pumpkins
which brings several hundred parents and children to the farm each year. The current caretaker is a graduate of the Cornell School of
Agriculture who lives on the property. He plants crops and cares for them during the growing season in exchange for housing. The picking rules,
hours, and policies are made by the MacBain Farm Committee, a group of volunteers appointed by the Mayor. Residents also volunteer to
weed, stake tomatoes, and guide visitors. MacBain Farm Park won an Achievement Award in 2019 from the Association of New Jersey
Environmental Commissions.

PDF: MACBAIN 2.PDF

PDF: MACBAIN 1.PDF

PDF: 2022 FARM REPORT.PDF

IMAGE: CLOSTER FOOD DONATION.JPG

PDF: COMMUNITY GARDEN QUESTIONNAIRE.PDF

Land Use & Transportation

Bicycle and/or Pedestrian Improvement Projects

10 Points

Program Summary: To promote traffic and pedestrian safety in Closter, flashing stop coming soon and stop signs were installed at
intersections in town. The signs are solar-powered and motion activated. They draw the driver's attention by flashing as a driver approachs an
intersection to ensure a full and complete safe stop.

PDF: 03-26-23 JESUS YUNGANAULA TENEMPAGUAY.PDF

IMAGE: STOP SIGN BLINK.]JPG

WORD: CLOSTER TRAFFIC QUESTIONNAIRE.DOCX

IMAGE: STOP SOON BLINK.]JPG

Natural Resources

Environmental Commission

10 Points

Program Summary: The Closter Environmental Commission was created in 1976. Its members are directly appointed by the Mayor, without
the advice and consent of the Council. It meets monthly and has seven full member slots, two alternate slots, and unlimited associate member
slots. It received funding through the municipal budgeting process via its own line item, which was $6,500 for 2022. The ordinance governing
the Environmental Commission: https://ecode360.com/7046970

WORD: CEC REPORT 2022.DOCX

Environmental Commission Site Plan Review

10 Points

Program Summary: The Closter Environmental Commission reviews development applications that come before the Planning and Zoning
Boards. The depth of the review depends on the size of the development and the amount of construction. The Environmental Commission tends
to focus on trees. By ordinance, one member of the Environmental Commission must be a member of the Planning Board to facilitate
communication and dialogue on environmental topics.

WORD: PLAN REVIEW REPORT 2023

WORD: PLAN REVIEW 38 WILSON

Tree Protection Ordinance *Retires 12/31/25%*

10 Points

Program Summary: Closter has one of the area's most stringent tree ordinances that protects private trees from unwarranted destruction and
serves to maintain the tree canopy as well as the water-absorbing benefits of deep tree roots. The ordinance limits the number of trees that can
be removed and places restrictions upon the granting of tree removal permits. In addition, trees removed must in many circumstances be
replaced. Both the resolution and ordinance are included in File 1.


https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839287148612.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839287239644.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839287349047.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839291760692.jpg
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839294123237.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839152933105.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839309130205.jpg
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/1683931256359.docx
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839309233213.jpg
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839082901327.docx
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839031530898.docx
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839031695417.docx

PDF: TREE PRESERVATION AND REMOVAL.PDF

Community Forestry Management Plan & NJUCF Accreditation

Program Summary: Participation in the NJUCF has enabled Closter to obtain a state grant to complete a shade tree inventory. It has also
guided the Shade Tree Commission in organizing its pruning, planting, and tree removals to maximize the tree canopy and respond to Closter's
residents' complaints and concerns about shade trees. The Shade Tree Commission meets once a month and is appointed by the Mayor with
the advice and consent of the Council.

PDF: NJUCF ACCREDITATION.PDF
PDF: 2019-2023 CLOSTER COMMUNITY FORESTRY MANAGEMENT PLAN.PDF

Tree Hazard Inventory

10 Points

Program Summary: Closter conducted a Shade Tree Inventory in 2022. It was complete by contracted company with expertise in conducting
shade tree inventories. Please see attached Tree Hazard Reports.

PDF: TREE REPORT 1.PDF

PDF: TREE REPORT 2.PDF

Tree Planting Programs

10 Points

Program Summary: The Shade Tree Commission generally plants between 40-50 Shade Trees per year in the right of way and parks. The
funding comes from the Shade Tree Commission's budget and the Shade Tree Trust Fund. The Shade Tree Commission chooses the locations
based on the site's suitability to host a tree and prevent conflicts with other trees and utility wires, as well as in consultation with the property
owner. In 2022, the trees were planted in tranches due to the budget and ability to utilize the Shade Tree Trust fund. Included is the price quote
utilized for the first 18 as well as the final list of all that were planted and source of funds.

PDF: 2022 FALL PLANTINGS ROUTE ORDER.PDF

PDF: FALL 2022 PLANTINGS DISTRICT 5 R&R 12-21-22.PDF

PDF: STC REQUEST FOR QUOTE TREE PLANTING 2022 08182022 0001.PDF
PDF: CLOSTER TREE QUOTE 18.PDF

Public Information & Engagement

Online Municipal Public Service Systems

10 Points

Program Summary: Closter maintains a municipal website that allows for the online processing of pet licenses , property taxes, moving
violations, and recreation programs. It also has a request for service feature where residents can report issues to the municipality. Closter also
has links to the recycle coach app for garbage and recycling pick ups. The police department also allows for reporting complaints and obtaining
accident reports online .

WORD: CLOSTER ONLINE_MUNICIPAL_PUBLIC_SERVICE_SYSTEMS_CHECKLIST.DOC

Waste Management

Prescription Drug Safety & Disposal

10 Points

® Bronze Priority ® Silver Priority

Program Summary: Closter’s Police Department supports two options for residents to dispose of unwanted medications: (1) the “DEA National


https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/7/16758048899777.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/4/10/16811739524736.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/4/10/16811741680693.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/11/16838490903505.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/11/16838494429049.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839036088002.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/1683903819.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839038316476.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839042688845.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/2/21/16770342040134.doc

Take Back Day"” held twice a year, (2) a medication drop box that is available 24/7. The DEA events are promoted on the Department’s

Facebook and Instagram pages. Here are links to recent posts promoting the April 22, 2023 event. (They are also captured in the attached PDF
files.) Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/p/CrJbi_XLHBK Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?
story_fbid=pfbid02bKYP9PUDiygTcHUBE7UXK7bZh36wpTzziViJKiyzh55KeZhbCp22K81LDcMUYSRpl&id=100081713574804 The permanent drop-
off location is a box available 24/7 and located in Closter’s Borough Hall (1st Floor, 295 Closter Dock Rd, Closter, NJ 07624). It is advertised on

the Closter Police Department website, as well as a flyer posted on the community bulletin board at the Closter Public Library. Closter Police

Dept website: https://www.closterboro.com/closter/Departments/Police%20Department/ Flyer:
https://www.closterboro.com/closter/Departments/Police%20Department/Prescription%20Drug%20Take%20Back%20Program%20Information.pdf?
1689883997 All medications are disposed by the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA). The last 3 collections yielded 25 pounds, 66 pounds and 43
pounds. Note: this information is current as of July, 2023.

PDF: NATIONAL TAKE BACK DAY- INSTAGRAM.PDF
PDF: NATIONAL TAKE BACK DAY- FACEBOOK.PDF
IMAGE: SAFE MEDICATION DISPOSAL BOX PHOTO.JPG
PDF: SAFE MEDICATION DISPOSAL FLYER DISPLAY.PDF
PDF: SAFE MEDICATION DISPOSAL FLYER.PDF

Recycling Depot

10 Points

Program Summary: Closter was among the first New Jersey municipalities to have a Recycling Center. Closter's residents have been
separating paper, plastic and metal since 1984. It is not an option here. Those who fail to recycle are warned and then fined, and everyone who
moves to Closter soon learns that recycling is important. Our Borough Calendar, published by the DPW, clearly explains what to do (see
attachment). The Recycling Center is located centrally in Closter on Ruckman Road and is easily accessible. Closter's brush, branch and leaf
pick up is all turned into compost or mulch, and is available for residents to use for their own yards. Additionally, mixed plastic/glass/metal
recycling is picked up at homeowners' curbside by Interstate. Closter uses and promotes the recycle coach app to bring recycling information
and answers directly to constituents in the most convenient manner.

PDF: DEPARTMENTS PUBLIC WORKS.PDF

IMAGE: P1150295.]PEG

IMAGE: P1150275.JPEG

IMAGE: P1150286.JPEG

WORD: DPW PHOTOS.DOC

IMAGE: P1150301.JPEG



https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/7/20/16898866921627.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/7/20/16898867143079.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/7/20/16898867227659.jpg
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/7/21/16899437075508.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/7/20/16898868856554.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839168982174.pdf
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839171967161.jpeg
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839172071581.jpeg
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839172161136.jpeg
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839173131722.doc
https://sj-site-persistent-t38.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2023/5/12/16839233896326.jpeg

