
2020 Roots For Rivers 
Reforestation Grant and 
Technical Assistance Program
We are pleased to announce that The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is partnering 
with Sustainable Jersey and The Watershed Institute on another round of 
the Roots for Rivers Reforestation Grant and Technical Assistance Program. 
The program will support the efforts of municipalities, school districts, local 
non-profit organizations, conservation groups, and government agencies to 
undertake floodplain reforestation initiatives.

(Project sites located on private land are NOT eligible for this program)

FUNDED BY :

Questions  about Online 
application

http://bit.ly/2020RfRSJApp
Online application

HOW TO APPLY

New Jersey municipalities and public 
school districts interested in applying 
must be registered or certified with the 
Sustainable Jersey or Sustainable Jersey 
for Schools certification program.

Municipalities and 
School Districts

Non-profit organizations interested in 
applying will need to provide a scanned 
copy of the IRS determination letter 
that confirms 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
status.

Non-Profit organizations, 
Conservation Groups, and 

other Government Agencies

http://bit.ly/2020RfRTWIApp
Online application

Kaitlyn Vollmer
Grants Program Coordinator

Susainable Jersey
609-771-3189

grants@sustainablejersey.com

http://bit.ly/SJRfRProgram
website

Erin Landis
River-Friendly Coordinator

The Watershed Institute
609-737-3735 x 21

elandis@thewatershed.org

http://bit.ly/TWIRfRProgram
website

Michelle DiBlasio
Watershed Restoration Coordinator

The Nature Conservancy
908-955-0342

michelle.diblasio@tnc.org

Questions About the program 
OR Project site selection?

Application Due By

Informational Webinar

Recipient Notification Date

Friday, December 13, 2019

http://bit.ly/2020RfRWebinar

Late January 2020

Available FUNDING AMOUNTS
Grants Between $1,000-$20,000

General information

Questions  about online 
application



Use of funding

Grant funds can be spent on...

Native woody plants (trees and shrubs) that only include:
   Bare root stock

   Tublings

   1-gallon, and/or 2-gallon containers

Up to two delivery fees associated with transportation of 
the plants or protection materials

how to determine if A project site is eligible
The webinar and application 
information packet include 
more information on how to 
use NJ Maps to select a project 
site, develop a project plan, and  
decide on a planting layout.

Another resource are the 
Watershed Ambassadors  who 
can assist applicants with their 
proposals, identifying site 
information, and tree planting. 
TNC has met with this year’s 
Ambassadors to educate 
them on the Roots for Rivers 
Reforestation Program and 
ways they can help applicants. 
Learn more about the Watershed 
Ambassador program and find 
out who is currently serving 
your community by going to:

http://www.nj.gov/dep/wms/
bears/americorps.htm

Use NJ Maps Conservation 
Blueprint tool to identify an 
eligible project site. Project sites 
must fall within the Ecological 
Floodplain Areas. Check the 
box to toggle this green reference 
layer on.  

The land must be owned by either a municipality, school 
district, non-profit organization, or other county/state 
government entity. Project sites on private land are NOT 
eligible. Identify the landowner of your site after locating 
it using the Conservation Blueprint tool. Next, click on the 
“Show in Parcel Explorer” button. The Tax Records tab 
reveals who owns the land.

grant funds cannot be spent on...

Supplies such as gloves, shovels, etc.

Alternative plant protection materials such as fencing

Non-native or ornamental plants

Equipment such as mower, auger, etc.
Labor/contractor costs
Invasive species removal

Additional use of funding guidelines, 
purchasing requirements, and a sample 
budget template are available in the 
application information packet. 

Grow tubes with a fiberglass or PVC support stake

Anything other than the native woody plants, 
tree tubes, support stakes, and up to two delivery 
fees needed for the project. Examples include:

Expenses that are ineligible for grant funds are 
the financial responsibility of the applicant and 
cannot be charged to the grant. Consider in-kind 
donations and volunteers to help cover some of the 
other costs.


