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What is Sustainable Jersey? 

Haddon Township celebrates achieving Sustainable Jersey certification 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sustainable Jersey’s goal is to make a better tomorrow, one community at a time. 



Sustainable Jersey® is a certification program for 
municipalities in New Jersey 

 
• Identifies actions to help towns become sustainable  

 
• Provides tools, resources, and guidance for progress 

 
• Provides access to grants and funding  

 

What is Sustainable Jersey? 
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Presentation Notes
Sustainable Jersey is a certification program for municipalities in New Jersey. By supporting community efforts to reduce waste, cut greenhouse gas emissions, and improve environmental equity, Sustainable Jersey is empowering New Jersey towns to build a better world for future generations. We approach this goal through a free, voluntary certification program that helps NJ municipalities go green, save money and take the necessary steps to sustain their quality of life over the long term.

Sustainable Jersey is a non-profit organization and has a board of directors.
The technical content of the program’s actions are developed with the help of 22 task forces that comprise New Jersey state and local officials, experts, non-profit groups, and members of the business community.  Recommended best practices/actions are vetted with local government officials.  Rather than quality of life being controlled by external forces, Sustainable Jersey provides a platform and a wide range of actions for communities to make their own individual choices for a sustainable future.

183 grants have been given to New Jersey municipalities representing all 21 counties for sustainability projects to make communities more livable, environmentally friendly and prosperous.  This is just a partial list of some of the many projects that the Sustainable Jersey small grants have funded.

Electric vehicle charging stations
 Wind turbines
 School food composting
 City-wide Buy Local initiative
 Edible school gardens 
 Water conservation education
 Model green ordinances
 Municipal and community carbon footprints




• Program start: February 2009 
 

• 415 (73%) NJ municipalities participating 
 

• 85% of NJ’s population lives in these  
  communities 
 
• 139 municipalities certified:  

• 117 towns at bronze level 

• 22 towns at silver level 

 

Participating Communities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Sustainable Jersey network is stronger than ever. Since the program’s start in 2009, 72% of NJ towns (across all 21 counties) are registered and working on sustainability programs. 84% of NJ’s population live in these communities
 (NOTE: This figure changes often.  Visit the Sustainable Jersey homepage to get the current number of registered towns.  To adjust the percentage, divide the number of registered towns by 565, the total number of municipalities in NJ)

This is the screenshot of the participating communities.  Blue indicates “registered,” orange indicates “bronze”, and green indicates “silver”

Talk about the web site: On-Line Community Profiles for Certified Municipalities; Searchable Map
Lists Registered and Certified
Search for Municipalities Implementing Specific Actions
Search in Specific Areas
View certified actions documents





• Save money. Get money. 
• Implement actions that lead to cost savings 

(energy, water, garbage bills) 

• Improve efficiency, cut waste, stimulate local economy 

• Access to incentives and grants 

• Gain access to training, tools and expert guidance. 

• Get recognized. Promote your town. 

• Conserve valuable resources. Protect the environment. 

 
 

Certification Benefits 
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Just to recap – here are a few of the certification benefits. 
Save money. Get money. Sustainable Jersey includes actions that can help you improve efficiency and cut waste. 
Gain access to training, tools and expert guidance.
Get recognized. Promote your town.
Conserve valuable resources. Protect the environment.




Join Your Local Green Team 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each registered community is required to have a Green Team.  The Green Team is appointed by the municipal governing body and includes representatives from the Environmental Commission, Operations and Maintenance, Planning and Zoning, and other relevant municipal departments as well as volunteers from the community and key constituencies such as the business community, faith based groups, and school groups.

Participating in your local Green Team is the best way to become involved in your community.
 



Certification Steps 

• Pass a resolution; register municipality online 

• Form Green Team 

• Implement actions to score 150/350 points 

• Submit documentary evidence for each action 

• Certification awarded after review and verification 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s easy to get started.  The only “required” action – to pass a municipal resolution and begin to assemble a Green Team.  

1) Review Tools and Resources; 2) Pass a resolution to form a Green Team and decide which level you’d like to achieve. A sample resolution can be downloaded from the web site: www.sustainablejersey.com, 3) Register your municipality online and name your point persons, 4) Implement actions, 5) Upload documents associated with the completed actions on the secure website, 6) Certification awarded after review and verification of application materials.






Certification Benefits 



Actions: Prosperity, Planet, People 
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Presentation Notes
Each of the Sustainable Jersey actions that towns do to become certified are divided into the Prosperity, Planet and People categories.  Each action comes with a fully resourced tool which includes:  What is it?  Why is it important?  Who should be involved?  How long will it take and what will it cost?  In addition, there are resources in the tools themselves.  And a “spotlight” section on successful communities.

Each town chooses its own priorities from the menu of actions; some towns may be more concerned with transportation issues, for example, and storm water management, while others are focused on arts and culture and animal welfare issues. Sustainable Jersey also awards points for innovation, when towns create projects that aren’t part of the current menu of actions, as well as points for cooperating on projects and planning with other towns. 

The technical content of the program’s actions are developed with the help of 22 task forces that comprise New Jersey state local officials, experts, non-profit groups, and members of the business community.  Recommended best practices/actions are vetted with local government officials. 





Bronze Certification 

• Total of at least 150 points 
 

• Mandatory Green Team 
 

• Implement 2 of 11 priority actions 
 

• Actions completed in 6 of 17 categories 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Bronze Level of certification requires the establishment of a mandatory Green Team, implementation of 2 out of 10 PRIORITY ACTIONS, and a total of 150 points. Actions must be completed in 6 of the 17 categories to be eligible for certification.




Silver Certification 

• Significant progress and is a statewide 
leader 
 

• Total of at least 350 points 
 

• Mandatory Green Team 
 

• Implement 3 out of 11 priority actions 
 

• Actions completed in 8 of 17 
categories 
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Presentation Notes
The Silver Level of Certification requires the establishment of a mandatory Green Team, implementation of 3 out of 10 PRIORITY ACTIONS, and a total of 350 points. Actions must be completed in 8 of the 17 categories to be eligible for certification.





Workshops and Networking Events 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sustainable Jersey offers free trainings, workshops and networking events to help local governments and Green Teams pursue sustainability programs.

Visit the Sustainable Jersey events/trainings web page to see all of the upcoming workshops and networking events.  

Networking Events:  These event are  more informal, usually in the evening that allow participants to meet their peers to discuss sustainability issues and have fun.



Incentives and Grants 

• Over $100 Million in Leveraged 
Public and Private Funds 

 

• Sustainable Jersey Small Grants 
Funded by PSEG/Walmart 

• $1,375,000 in 4 years 

 

• Priority in NJBPU Municipal Energy 
Audit Program 

 

• Priority in NJ DEP – Community 
Forestry Grants 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sustainable Jersey provides funding to local governments for sustainability projects.  To date, $1,175,000 million has been awarded through the Sustainable Jersey Small Grants program.  



•  Electric vehicle charging 
stations 

•  Wind turbines 

•  School food composting 

•  City-wide Buy Local initiative 

•  Edible school gardens  

•  Water conservation 

education 

•  Model green ordinances 

•  Municipal and community 

carbon footprints 

Over 217 NJ Projects Funded 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
217 grants have been given to New Jersey municipalities representing all 21 counties for sustainability projects to make communities more livable, environmentally friendly and prosperous.  This is just a partial list of some of the many projects that the Sustainable Jersey small grants have funded.




Awards and Promotion 

Gloucester achieves Sustainable Jersey certification 

Sustainability Champion award 
goes to Summit 
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Municipalities are honored at the annual Sustainable Jersey luncheon at the New Jersey League of Municipalities Conference.  Annual Sustainable Jersey awards are bestowed on those who earn the most points and those towns that excel in innovation, leadership, collaboration and creativity.

Sustainable Jersey towns are promoted on our website, in our publications, in the media and at promotional events.  Towns that are certified are provided with a customized Sustainable Jersey logo that can be used on the towns promotional materials.




Sustainable Jersey Task Forces 

• Over 150 leaders from: 
– academia 
– the non-profit sector 
– the business community, and 
– state, local, and county government 

 

• Organized 24 Taskforces to identify best 
practices in their topic area 
 

• Identified top actions 
 

• On an ongoing basis Taskforces update  & create 
new actions 

 



Action Categories 
• Animals in the Community 
• Arts & Culture 
• Brownfields 
• Climate Mitigation & 

Adaptation 
• Community Partnership & 

Outreach 
• Diversity & Equity 
• Energy Efficiency 
• Food 
• Green Design 

• Health & Wellness 
• Innovation & 

Demonstration Projects 
• Land Use & Transportation 
• Local Economies 
• Natural Resources 
• Operations & Maintenance 
• Sustainability Planning 
• Waste Management 

 
 

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions-certification/actions/ 



Current Animals in the Community Actions  

Animals in the Community Education 
http://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions-
certification/actions/#/open/action/118 

Companion Animal Management Pledge 
Pledgehttp://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions-
certification/actions/#/open/action/481 

Companion Animal Management Plan 
Planhttp://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions-
certification/actions/#/open/action/115 

 

1  



Current Animals in the Community Actions  

  

Pledge Supporting the NJ Wildlife Action 
Planhttp://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions-
certification/actions/#/open/action/116 

 

 

Wildlife Interaction 
Planhttp://www.sustainablejersey.com/actions-
certification/actions/#/open/action/117 
 

1  



Animals in the Community Education 
This action encourages municipalities to work in 
partnership with schools, state agencies, and other 
community organizations and stakeholders to implement 
humane education programs to foster appreciation and 
respect for wildlife and/or domestic animals and our 
shared environment.  
Provides resources and guidance to facilitate the 
development and implementation of the educational 
programs that can target one or more of the following 
audiences: school children, professional educators, and 
community members, including residents and business 
owners. 

1  



Companion Animal Management Pledge 

This is a pre-requisite for the Companion 
Animal Management Plan action. 

Companion Animal Management aims to promote 
and facilitate a municipal environment of 
responsible and considerate ownership of dogs 
and cats and addresses the following: the well-
being of the community, including animals as well 
as people; costs of animal control; wildlife and 
environmental protection; governance and 
community relations. 
 

1  



Companion Animal Management Pledge 

Once the Pledge is adopted, the community can build upon 
that expressed intent by publicly soliciting residents, 
businesses, and other stakeholders to aid the development 
of a comprehensive plan.  
 

Development of a Companion Animal Management 
Plan recognizes diverse community values and 
encourages constructive debate among stakeholders while 
building a sense of community and shared purpose in 
accordance with the goals of the Sustainable Jersey 
initiative by ensuring a balance between the needs of pets 
and their owners and the interests of the wider community. 

1  



Companion Animal Management Plan 

 
The development of a Companion Animal 
Management Plan engages the community by 
involving all stakeholders, and through outreach 
and marketing, guiding them to modify their 
behavior to support the municipality’s responsible 
pet ownership goals. 

1  



Companion Animal Management Plan 

A Companion Animal Management Plan is a tool 
for Municipalities to establish humane, efficient, 
and effective solutions to companion animal (cat 
and dog) issues.  
The Plan will provide municipalities with a 
framework for enhanced community quality of life 
for animals and people, including improved public 
health, additional social and recreational 
opportunities, savings of limited and valuable 
resources, reduction in human-animal and human-
human conflicts, and elevated civic pride. 

1  



Pledge Supporting the NJ Wildlife Action Plan 

The Wildlife Action Plan Pledge is a community’s 
first step in recognizing the important role that wild 
animals play in healthy, sustainable communities.  
 
In adopting the pledge, communities pledge their 
support for New Jersey’s Wildlife Action Plan, and 
commit to seven essential principles that 
incorporate the interests of New Jersey wildlife into 
municipal planning.  

1  



Pledge Supporting the NJ Wildlife Interaction Plan 

Doing so results in significant benefits for animals, 
people, and the environment, including: improved 
human health and social, and recreational 
opportunities; conservation of limited and valuable 
resources; reductions in human-animal and 
human-human conflicts; improved community-wide 
quality of life; preservation of New Jersey’s natural 
heritage (including the State’s ecological integrity); 
and elevated civic pride. 

1  



Pledge Supporting the NJ Wildlife Interaction Plan 

 
The Pledge reflects a holistic approach to 
balancing the relationship between animals, 
people, and the environment based on respect, 
sound science, ethics, and ecological 
sustainability. 

 

1  



Wildlife Interaction Plan 

 
The Wildlife Interaction Plan enables 
municipalities to develop and implement practical 
community-based approaches for fostering 
positive human-wildlife interactions and resolving 
wildlife conflicts with specific species.  

1  



Wildlife Interaction Plan 
 

While the species and issues addressed by the 
Plan will vary by municipality, all solutions should 
seek to balance community members’ needs. The 
goal is to reduce problems resulting from human-
wildlife interaction to a manageable and 
acceptable level and to ensure that indigenous 
species can continue to thrive within the 
community. 

1  



Sustainable Jersey Supporters 
Underwritten By:  

Sponsored By:  

Small Grants Sponsors 

Pillars for Sustainability 

Friends of Sustainability 

Contributors to  Sustainability 

Participant in Sustainability 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sustainable Jersey has three funding sources: 1/3 Private Foundations; 1/3 Business Sponsors; 1/3 State Funding

Here are the Sustainable Jersey sponsors.




SustainableJersey.com 

info@sustainablejersey.com 

609-771-2938 

 

 
 

 
 

Stay Involved! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sustainable Jersey sends out weekly e-alerts, and a quarterly e-newsletter.  The alerts are full of Sustainable Jersey and state wide events and funding opportunities.  Everything is on the Web site, that is a good place to start.
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