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Health Implications
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Gas-Powered Leaf 

Blowers  

80-90 dB @ 50 ft

Electric Leaf Blowers 60-70 

dB Source:  CDC 

website

Level at operator’s 

ears



Source:  https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/hearing_loss/toolkit/too_loud.html



Toxic Emissions from 2-Stroke Engines

“Blow leaves from your lawn, or drive from Maplewood 
to Juneau, Alaska. Your choice.” NYT 2017

● Toxic exhaust from incomplete 
burning a combination of gasoline & 
oil includes: 

● Poisonous Carbon Monoxide (CO)

● Asthma-causing, Ozone-forming 
chemicals (e.g., SOx, NOx)

● Cancer-causing hydrocarbons 
( e.g, benzene, etc.)

● Asthma-aggravating Particulate 
Matter



Particulate Matter

Particulates (PM2.5) can 
be inhaled.

● Gas-powered leaf 
blowers emit
particulates in their 
unique emissions.

● Gas & electric 
powered leaf blowers 
spread particulates 
from the ground into 
the air.



Maplewood - NJ’s 1st “Quiet Community”
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Maplewood : Years in the Making

2016:  Summer pilot restriction on the use of GLBs

Fall-Winter 2016-17: Subcommittee formed to research and interview 
several     landscapers

2017: Passed ordinance for annual seasonal ban

Oct 2017: Full day seminar on the issue of GLBs incl environmental, 
medical issues, social justice, AGZA demo on commercial grade electric 
equipment



Maplewood: Years in the Making

2018-2022: Minor changes year to year on the restrictions

2022: Passed ordinance for full-year ban of GLBs beginning 1.1.23

2023: First full year of the ban. Reduced number of weeks for spring rake out 
and fall leaf pickup.

2024: Numbers from weight of leaves picked up in 2023 was reduced due to 
change in how maintenance was done



Issue Addressed

● Externalities

● Equal application of the law to homeowners and to 
contractors

● Golf Course

● Mow, trim, blow practice changes

● Transition of gas powered through attrition



Landscaping Professionals Transitioning to Electric





Assemblywoman Lisa Swain, District 38 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gjAodINRywVOoxO91jW7ScqYd2rDtNm9/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gjAodINRywVOoxO91jW7ScqYd2rDtNm9/view?usp=sharing



