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Sustainable State of the State
Report

* Defines sustainability for New Jersey along....
o 14 dimensions (water, energy, health...), in terms of ...

o0 57 goals that describe the outcomes we wish to see;

* Measures progress toward (or away from) goals
by...

o 113 unique indicators.
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Where do we stand in 20177

* Inadequate progress on 26 out of 57 goals
* Positive progress on 8 goals
* (Insufficient data/unclear trend on 40% of goals)

e Direction of progress changed for 7 goals
* New data for about 1/3 of indicators
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Why Does it Matter?
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How Is New Jersey Doing?

Drnling water from wells ond public water syztem: it clecn ond zofe for buman consumption.

= Public Water Supply Violation:
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< a Drinhing waler from wells and public water systems is clean and safe for human consumption.

v

%’w Public Water Supply Viclations
The percent of community water systems meeting current standards for microbial and chemical

contamination is high and has not changed significanthy.

Tap Water Quality
There are no readily available statewide daota on the guality of water as it comes from the tap

despite concems about lead and other major contaminants that can be introduced as water moves
through pipes to faucets in homes, schools, and other institutions.

Water quality in streams, lakes, and wetlands is sufficient to suppont native species and
ecosystem functions, and safe for human recreation and fish consumption.

u Surface Water Quality
The portion of N1's water bodies that meet quality standards for various uses is declining. Fewer

than & % of water bodies in New Jersey are rated as “fully supporting” recreational use and
fewer than 1% are safe for fishing for consumption.

ﬂ River and Stream Biodiversity
Surveys of streambed life (benthic macroinvertebrates) show that the number of stretches of New
Jersey rivers with health rated “excellent” is in decline. The number rated “poor” is also in decline.

Water s LIPFII|"|T, including stream flow and groundwater recharge, is sulficient both for human uses
(household, ogricultural, and recreational) and for ecosystems, providing for healthy oguatic and

riparian habitat and biodiversity.

Surface Water Flow
Four of ten NJ watersheds had impaired surfoce water flow from 2000-200%. This figure would be

higher if we accounted for sensitive species and critical water supply regions, this figure would
be higher.
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(esiv)  Surface Water Quality: % water
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N Waste Dimension

n Solid waste production is minimized in New Jersey.

Solid Waste Generation
The total amount of municipal solid waste generated in NJ per year has oscillated since about 2003.

U Reuse and recyeling of the waste that is produced are maximized.

Recycling and Disposal

The percentage of municipal waste in NJ that is recycled has risen in recent years, finally
exceeding 1995 levels in 2014,
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Energy Dimension
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HEQ-EII Ve i mpacls from extraction, production, and consumption of energy on envirenmental, social,
and human health are minimized. Greenhouse gas (GHE) emissions are reduced in time to help avoid
catastrophic climate change.

a Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Energy 1
Annual greenhouse gas emissions from energy consumption hawve declined since 2008. Yet, the
recent upturn in emissions has taken us off the necessary trajectory, established by state policy,
to avoid the worst impacts of climate change.
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Actual vs. Target Emissions:
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4 _. Renewable Ene rgy as 7 NJ
o’%%v«“’ En er gy C O n SU m p _l_i O n b,\~°
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Vulnerabilities are reduced through a transition to o diverse mix of safe, renewable energy sources that
are relatively imulnerable to disruption or depletion over the long term.

n Energy from Renewable Sources I
The portion of N1's total energy that comes from renewable sources has steadily risen since 2005.
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Economy: some good news...

* Median income continues to rise

* % households living in poverty finally began to
decline in 2013

 Official unemployment rate finally recovered to
near pre-recession levels.

* % underemployed (working part time while
wishing to work full-time) still higher than before
the recession
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Equity

 Sustainability not just concerned with total
environmental/social harms and benefits

... but with their distribution.

* Thus, equity is a theme across all the dimensions of
our sustainability in the SSSR assessment.
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Equity trends in NJ

Not so good news...
* Increasing income inequality

e Stubborn and large racial and class disparities in:
oHealth
oEducation

oGeographic (by neighborhood) distribution of air
pollution and toxic waste
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The good news is ...
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 Sustainable Jersey = “collective impact

* We are:
o committed and networked social actors

o with a common agenda for solving specific
environmental & social problems (our
sustainability goals)

othrough a structured form of collaboration (our
certification program & partners).
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