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Sustainable State of the State 
Report 

• Defines sustainability for New Jersey along…. 

o14 dimensions (water, energy, health…), in terms of … 

o57 goals that describe the outcomes we wish to see;  

 

• Measures progress toward (or away from) goals 

by… 

o113 unique indicators. 
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Where do we stand in 2017? 

 

• Inadequate progress on 26 out of 57 goals 

• Positive progress on 8 goals 

• (Insufficient data/unclear trend on 40% of goals) 

 

• Direction of progress changed for 7 goals  

• New data for about 1/3 of indicators 
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Surface Water Quality: % water 
bodies “fully supporting” uses 
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Waste Dimension 
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Solid Waste in NJ: Generated, 
Recycled, Disposed  
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Waste Dimension 
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Energy Dimension 
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Actual vs. Target Emissions:  
MM Tons of CO2  
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Renewable Energy as % NJ 
Energy Consumption  
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Energy Dimension 
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Economy: some good news… 

• Median income continues to rise 

• % households living in poverty finally began to 
decline in 2013 

• Official unemployment rate finally recovered to 
near  pre-recession levels. 

• % underemployed (working part time while 
wishing to work full-time) still higher than before 
the recession   
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Equity 

• Sustainability not just concerned with total 
environmental/social harms and benefits 

   … but with their distribution. 

 

• Thus, equity is a theme across all the dimensions of 
our sustainability in the SSSR assessment. 
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Equity trends in NJ 

Not so good news… 

• Increasing income inequality 

• Stubborn and large racial and class disparities in: 

oHealth 

oEducation 

oGeographic (by neighborhood) distribution of air 
pollution and toxic waste   
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The good news is … 

• Sustainable Jersey = “collective impact”!  
 

• We are: 

o committed and networked social actors 

o with a common agenda for solving specific 
environmental & social problems (our 
sustainability goals) 

othrough a structured form of collaboration (our 
certification program & partners). 

 

 

 


