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What is Sustainable Jersey?

Sustainable Jersey coordinates priorities, resources, 
and policy among public and private, state and local 
actors to help communities achieve their sustainability 
goals. Capped by prestigious certification, the program 
has three components.

Sustainable Jersey:

• Identifies actions to help municipalities and schools become 
more sustainable 

• Provides tools, resources, and guidance to make progress

• Provides access to grants and funding for municipalities and 
schools
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Sustainable Jersey Communities
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Participating Communities

• Program launch: February 2009

• 437(78%) NJ municipalities participating

• 88% of NJ’s population lives in these 
communities

• In 2015- 193 municipalities certified: 

• 160 towns at bronze level

• 33 towns at silver level

• June 2016 - 111municipalities applied for 

certification (26 new)
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Municipal Program Milestones

• 2015- 40 Bronze and 10 Silver 
Certified towns

• 39 workshops and webinars 
attended by over 2,100 individuals

• 19 Outreach events attended by 
over 4,450 individuals

• Task Forces developed new 
actions related to Public 
Information and Community 
Engagement, Emergency 
Management, Resiliency and 
Emergency Response
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Sustainable Jersey for Schools

October 2014 

Launch

Today
• 193 School Districts Registered

• 472 Individual Schools Registered
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School Program Milestones

• First Awards Ceremony at NJSBA 
Workshop

• Second Certification Cycle- over 
100+ schools have applied

• 29 workshops, conferences and 
training sessions attended by over 
5,000 individuals

• Strong presence at NJ School 
Boards Association and NJ 
Education Association 
Conferences and workshops

• Task Forces developing new 
actions related to School Culture 
and Climate and Energy  
Conservation
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Small Grants Program

Grant Award Locations Since 2009 Sustainable Jersey has awarded 
433+ grants ranging from $1,000 capacity 
building grants to $35,000 project grants. 

By April 2016, over $2,663,000 will have 
been awarded.  

Funding Provided By:

• PSEG Foundation

• New Jersey Department of Health

• Gardinier Environmental Fund

• New Jersey Education Association
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Program Benefits

• Environmental Defense Fund Fellows Program Supported by 
NJ Natural Gas
• 3 EDF Climate Corp Fellows will provide technical assistance to 3 

townships and 5 school districts this summer to advance their 
energy initiatives

• Power Save Schools Program Supported by NJ Natural Gas
• 14 Schools in NJNG service territory received energy conservation 

education and training through the Alliance to Save Energy’s Power 
Save Schools program.  22 Schools will be supported in 2016-17 
school year

• Education for Sustainability Curriculum Writing Provided in 
Partnership with Cloud Institute and GR Dodge 
• 9 schools will bring 34 teaching staff to a week long curriculum 

writing workshop at Duke Farms
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Strategic Initiatives

• Building Capacity in 
Communities through Regional 
Hubs

• Strengthening Community 
Resiliency

• New Program Actions: Going 
Beyond Low Hanging Fruit in 
Key Areas 

• Building the Movement: 
Nationally and Internationally
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Regional Hubs

• Purpose of regional hubs 

• Increase in collaborations among Green 

Teams within the region & across the state

• Robust network of leaders learning 

successful models from each other

• Resource for members

• Quarterly events bring expert speakers, 

training & updates on Sustainable Jersey 

actions, and an opportunity to socialize

• Stay connected via online 

communications platform that fosters 

sharing & collaboration

• Sustainable Jersey provides technical 

assistance & limited administrative 

support
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Current Hubs

• Atlantic-Cape May

• Camden-Burlington-Gloucester

• Essex

• Mercer

• Monmouth

• Somerset

• New in 2016

• Middlesex 

• Hunterdon



@SJ_Program |  #SustainableStateNJ2016 New Jersey Sustainability Summit

Resiliency Program

“To help municipalities strengthen their resiliency to 
the impacts of climate change.”

• Research and Analysis

• Develop New Tools, Resources and Standards

• Outreach and Education

• Municipal Technical Assistance

• Monitor and Track Municipal Progress

• Network and Collaboration with Partners 
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Resiliency Program

Program Highlights

• Partnered with NJDEP, the National Wildlife Federation, Stevens 
Institute of Technology and others to assist communities with 
natural and nature-based strategies to mitigate flooding. 

• Led state efforts in the development of the Coastal Vulnerability 
Assessment, a new tool for NJ municipalities (and upcoming 
action)

• Facilitated Getting to Resilience and Coastal Vulnerability 
Assessments in 12 municipalities, and another 15 are in the 
works.

• Supported development of a new program of resiliency actions.
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New Actions: Prosperity, Planet, People

• Public Information & Engagement
• Municipal Communications
• Public Engagement (Govt. & Planning)
• Online Municipal Public Service Systems
• Open Data and Digital Information

• Emergency Management-
• Ready Set Go Fire Company
• Fire Wise Community
• Community Wildfire Protection Plan
• Extreme Temperature Plan
• Emergency Communications Planning
• Vulnerable Populations Identification
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Building the Movement

National Network Report
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Building the Movement

• Supporting other statewide sustainability 
programs
• Connecticut working with the Conference of Mayors and 

Institute for Sustainable Energy at Eastern Connecticut State 
University  to create new program

• New York State – in partnership with Pace University 
Landuse Law Center 

• Supporting International efforts
• Clean Air Asia Program in partnership with the US 

Environmental Protection Agency- Office of International & 
Tribal Affairs  seeking assistance in establishing a certification 
program for cities across Asia to address air quality 
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Celebrate Accomplishments

• Thank partners, state agencies, nonprofits, 
businesses, community and schools for your 
contributions and support

• Thank Sustainable Jersey Board of Directors for 
their leadership in guiding the program

• Thank Sponsors for providing the financial support 
needed to keep this program growing
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Municipal Sponsorss

Underwritten By: 

Sponsored By: 

Small Grants Program Underwriter

Platinum Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Gold Sponsors
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Schools Sponsors

Underwritten By: 

Sponsored By: 

Sustainable Jersey 

for Schools Small 

Grants Program 

Underwriters

Founding Sponsors

Silver Sponsor Bronze Sponsor
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and Climate Impacts
Climate Central

Keynote Address



New Jersey Sea Levels: Past, Present & Future

Ben Strauss - Climate Central - June 15, 2016



Credit: Copenhagen Diagnosis 2009











Andrew Hink



sealevel.climatecentral.org



sealevel.climatecentral.org



“It’s not the tide. It’s not the wind. 
It’s us. That’s true for most of the 
coastal floods we now experience.”



sealevel.climatecentral.org



sealevel.climatecentral.org



sealevel.climatecentral.org





sealevel.climatecentral.org



Annual risk of 5 ft flood: The Battery

High emissions / SLR Low emissions / SLR

sealevel.climatecentral.org



Annual risk of 5 ft flood: Atlantic City

High emissions / SLR Low emissions / SLR

sealevel.climatecentral.org



Annual risk of 5 ft flood: Cape May

High emissions / SLR Low emissions / SLR

sealevel.climatecentral.org



New Jersey below 5 feet

Item Total

Land 182,000 acres

Population 295,000

Housing units 211,000

Property value $112 billion

Road miles 2,144

EPA-listed sites 1,714

Plus 76 schools, 44 houses of worship, 17 rail stations, 15 
intermodal freight terminals, 18 superfund sites, much more

sealevel.climatecentral.org



Social vulnerability of population in NJ

New Jersey overall
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On land below 5 ft
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Bigroger27509



Thank you

sealevel.climatecentral.org

riskfinder.climatecentral.org

climatecentral.org
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Sustainable State of the State 

Report Update
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Sustainable State of the State Report

• Defines sustainability for New Jersey 

along….

o14 dimensions (water, energy, health…), in 

terms of …

o57 goals that describe the outcomes we wish 

to see;

• Measures progress toward (or away from) 

goals by…

o117 indicators.
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% Community Water Systems in Compliance 
w/Drinking Water Quality Requirements
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Where do we stand in 2016?

• Inadequate progress on 27 out of 57 goals:

oMost of these trends ongoing -- also negative or 
uncertain in 2015

• Judgment on 2 goals flipped in negative direction, 

both in Transportation dimension
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Transportation
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Economy

• Business 
sector is 
robust
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Economy – Equity?
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Other unsustainable trends:

• Losing biodiversity

• Losing open space

• Backlog of infrastructure upgrades:

oWater system

o Transportation system

• Generating more waste

• Recycling lower % of waste

• Increase suicide rate
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Positive Trends: 

• Decreased racial and ethnic disparities in:
• Education 

• test scores (NAEP)

• high school graduation

• Health
• premature death 

• diabetes

• More people have health insurance. 

• Fewer asthma hospitalizations.

• Air quality is improving. 

• Violent crime continues to drop. 

• Renewable energy production is up.
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Energy-Related CO2 Emissions: 
Actual & Target

• GHG 
reduced 
in time to 
avert 
cata-
strophic 
climate 
change
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Co-Director,
Sustainable Jersey & 
Sustainability Institute @ 
TCNJ

Mapping Out Gold
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From Last Year: Our Objectives

• Define an inspirational vision and goals for a 
sustainable New Jersey

• Track progress

• Guide our work
• Assess Sustainable Jersey actions

• Lay foundation for Gold level of certification

• Determine community-level contribution necessary to 
achieve sustainable state collectively
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Getting to Gold

• Bronze:

• Made a commitment to Sustainability

• Created internal organization (green team)

• Succeeded in implementing first significant 
actions

• Silver:

• Beyond getting started

• Making significant progress in a broad range of 
areas

• Statewide leader
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What is Gold?

• Highest level of certification

• Recognizes that a municipality is “on course” to 
becoming sustainable

• Measures performance, not just implementation of 
actions

• Builds a bridge between our actions and our vision

• Enables innovation/rewards performance/gets 
beyond current prescriptive actions
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If every municipality were to perform
at the Gold level…

…collectively municipalities would be 
“doing their part” to achieve our goals
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The Strategy

• Start with Sustainable Jersey Goals

• Triangulate Gold Standard Through Three Lenses:

• What’s needed? What does sustainability science 
say we must achieve? 

• What’s possible? What can known strategies 
achieve right now?

• What is municipal role in a federal system of shared 
government?

• Engage in Rigorous Stakeholder and Expert 
Process
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The Process

• Certification Standards Committee
• Gold Sub-committee of the Certification Standards 

Committee

• Energy Task Force
• Gold Sub-Committee of the Energy Task Force

• Waste and Recycling Task Force
• Gold Sub-Committee of the Energy Task Force

• Sustainable Jersey Staff

• Key Reviewers and Advisors

• Critical Support and Data from State Agencies
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Releasing Gold Star Standards

• Gold will be rolled-out 1-3 new standards per year 
up to 14

• Gold Stars awarded one at a time for each Gold 
Standard met

• When a municipality achieves a majority of 14 
Stars they are Gold Certified

• Municipalities must be Silver certified to be eligible 
for a Gold Star

• Releasing Energy and Waste Standards today

• Full standards on website (as a new action) by 
January 2017

• Applications for Gold Stars accepted June 2017
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Sustainable Jersey Energy Goals

1.Decrease greenhouse gas emissions in time to avoid 

catastrophic climate impacts (environmental harm).

2.Increase the renewable energy fraction (decrease 

vulnerability of energy system)

3. Increase affordability of energy.

4. Increase resilience (decrease outages and 

vulnerability to disruptions).

5. Decrease risk to health from the energy system.
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The Gold Star in Energy

Two Municipal Roles; Two Municipal Standards:

1. Municipal Operations: Buildings, Exterior Lighting, 
Fleets

2. Influencing the Community: Taking Effective Action 
to Lower Community-Wide GHG
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Municipal Operations Standard

• Lower GHG emissions 3.6% per year from municipal fleet and buildings 
(including street and other exterior lighting).

• Municipalities must show an average annual 3.6% reduction over a three-
year period (10.8% total) before becoming eligible.

• Progress will be measured from a baseline year. In order to take ‘credit’ for 
past energy conservation efforts, municipalities can select any base year 
going as far back as 2006.

• A 3.6% average annual reduction must be demonstrated since the base 
year. For example, if a municipality applying for the Gold Star in 2017 selects 
2007 as the base year, it must show a total 36% reduction over that ten-year 
period.

• Every three years thereafter, municipalities must demonstrate continued 
reductions at the mandated rate to maintain the Gold Star.

• Sustainable Jersey will adjust the data to account for weather and 
changing fuel sources supplying the electricity grid in order to ensure that 
the GHG reductions shown were the result of municipal actions and not 
broader trends that are not affected by local action.
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Strategies for Getting to Gold
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Community-Wide GHG Standard

1. Implement actions that address four key areas:

• Take Actions to Promote Alternative Fuel Vehicles

• Take Actions to Promote Solar and Renewable Energy

• Promote Building Efficiency to Residents

• Promote Building Efficiency to Businesses

2. After five years, Sustainable Jersey will perform a review and determine if 
the community has met a 1% annual reduction by tracking GHG 
emissions over time (adjusting for weather and the changing carbon 
intensity of the electric grid). Adjustments may be made for local 
circumstances on a case-by-case basis.

3. The target rate of 1% annual reduction will be calculated on the basis of 
the total number of residents and the total number of people employed 
in a municipality.

4. Municipalities are encouraged to innovate and implement additional 
GHG-reducing actions they deem suited to their local conditions. Over 
time, the energy utility data collected and analyzed by Sustainable 
Jersey will provide evidence of how effective municipal efforts to 
influence community-wide emissions have been.
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Strategies for Getting to Gold
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Strategies for Getting to Gold
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HPwES action - Results

The average participation rate improvement for 
the six HPwES efforts that have been certified to 
date in Sustainable Jersey is a “6.8-fold” 
increase (range low of 1.7 to a high of 15.6)

Municipality Households 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Total 

Completions

Glen Rock 3,672 0.16% 0.05% 0.27% 0.63% 1.23% 69

Highland Park 2,475 0.12% 0.93% 1.82% 0.53% 0.48% 114

Millburn 5,777 0.12% 0.02% 0.07% 0.02% 0.12% 24

Princeton 5,739 0.63% 0.51% 0.51% 1.10% 0.71% 301

Watchung 1,735 0.23% 0.06% 0.23% 0.06% 0.35% 19

Woodbridge 24,406 0.00% 0.00% 0.02% 0.19% 1.72% 509

Statewide 2,102,465 0.13% 0.18% 0.23% 0.26% 0.30% 30,060

Participation Rates
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Direct Install action - Results

Applicant County

Hammonton Atlantic

Harrington Park Bergen

Moorestown** Burlington

Camden** Camden

Haddonfield Camden

Cape May Cape May

Montclair Essex

Woodbury Gloucester

Princeton Mercer

West Windsor Mercer

Highland Park Middlesex

New Brunswick** Middlesex

Woodbridge** Middlesex

Howell Monmouth

Madison Morris

Berkeley Heights Union

Springfield Township Union

To date, 17 municipalities have completed this action 
with four qualifying for additional points for exceeding 
the 5% target rate.

Participation rates for businesses have on average tripled 
in the municipalities that have completed this action.

The businesses who have participated as a result have 
saved an average of 27% on their energy usage as a 
result of upgrades from the Direct Install program.
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Sustainable Jersey Waste Goals

1.Solid waste generation is minimized.

2.Reuse and recycling of waste generated are 

maximized.

3.The production of hazardous waste is minimized, 

and that which is produced is disposed of in ways 

that are safe for both humans and the environment.

4.There is an equitable distribution of the impacts on 

human health of all forms of toxic pollution and 

waste disposal.
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The Gold Star in Waste

1. Recycling Standard:
• Total Solid Waste Recycling Rate: 65%

• Municipal Solid Waste Recycling Rate: 55%

2. Waste Reduction Standard
• 2% Annual Reduction in Total Solid Waste Generation
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The Gold Star in Waste cont.

3. Education and Enforcement Standard
• Source reduction to lower the generation of waste,
• Improve quality of recycling stream (absence of non-

recyclable materials), and,
• Promote alternatives to and safe disposal of household 

hazardous waste.

4. Hazardous Waste Standard
• Implement prescriptive actions dealing with collection of 

common hazardous materials,
• Municipal collections may include such hazardous 

materials as: used motor oil, consumer electronics, paint, 
and/or batteries,

• A strong effort on prescription drug safety and disposal 
will be among the mandated actions.
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Strategies for Getting to Gold
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New Resources: Getting to Gold

• Municipalities can’t achieve Gold alone

• Sustainable Jersey has resources to help

• Sustainable Jersey, alone, does not have enough 
resources

• Achieving Gold will be a collective effort among 
resources organizations, public and private; state, 
county, federal.
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• Benefits of participating in the Solar Challenge:
• Make Your Town Solar Friendly Action points

• Simple, cost-effective method to promote solar

• Lowers cost and complexity for consumers

• Participating communities can:
• Reduce their community carbon footprint

• Become recognized leaders in local solar installations

• Help residents save on utility bills

• Get Sustainable Jersey points

• Make progress toward achieving GOLD!
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Commissioner, 
New Jersey 
Department 
of 
Environmental 
Protection

Electric Vehicle Charging Grant 

Program

Richard Mroz
President,
New Jersey 
Board of 
Public Utilities
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The Rest of the Day

• 15 Minute Break

• Breakout Sessions 11:30AM – 12:30PM

• Lunch: Served in Lobby with Seating in 
Various Locations Outside

• Breakout Sessions 1:30PM – 2:45PM

• Breakout Sessions 3:00PM – 4:15PM

• Evaluations to be Emailed to All Participants. 
Your Feedback is Appreciated!


