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The Gold Star in Waste

1. Recycling Standard:
• Total Solid Waste Recycling Rate: 65% (without leaves)

• Municipal Solid Waste Recycling Rate: 55% (no leaves)

2. Waste Reduction Standard
• 2% Annual Reduction in Total Solid Waste Generation
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The Gold Star in Waste cont.

3. Education and Enforcement Standard
• Source reduction to lower the generation of waste,
• Improve quality of recycling stream (absence of non-

recyclable materials), and,
• Promote alternatives to and safe disposal of household 

hazardous waste.

4. Hazardous Waste Standard
• Implement prescriptive actions dealing with collection of 

common hazardous materials,
• Municipal collections may include such hazardous 

materials as: used motor oil, consumer electronics, paint, 
and/or batteries,

• A strong effort on prescription drug safety and disposal 
will be among the mandated actions.
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New Resources: Getting to Gold

• Municipalities can’t achieve Gold alone

• Sustainable Jersey has resources to help

• Sustainable Jersey, alone, does not have enough 
resources

• Achieving Gold will be a collective effort among 
resources organizations, public and private; state, 
county, federal.
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Waste Gold Implementation

• Documented Recycling Rate:

SJ will publish a list of eligible towns using annual 
State Recycling Tonnage Grants and Disposal Facility Reports.

• Waste Generation Reduction:

Towns must commit when applying for the Gold Star 
to reduce generation by at least 2% per year for 3 years (6% 
total) and another 6% to renew Gold Star status.

• Education and Enforcement:

SJ to modify the existing education & enforcement 
Action for re-release prior to January 2017.  Towns must also 
commit to a robust E & E Program to highlight waste 
reduction, cleaning up the Class A recycling stream and 
Household Hazardous Waste management.
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Waste Gold Implementation

• Household Hazardous Waste Standard

Additional guidance on HHW removal at the 
municipal level will be released by SJ before January 
of 2017.

Collection may focus on such materials as used 
motor oil, consumer electronics, paint and/or 
batteries.  Prescription drug safety and collection also 
a focus area.

Efforts will be coordinated with the 
Association of New Jersey Household Hazardous 
Waste Management Officials to complement existing 
County collection programs. 
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Strategies for Getting to Gold


