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stories from the field 

Brian Platt (@BrianDavidPlatt) 
Innovation Officer, Jersey City 

Joseph Kostecki (@) 
Borough Administrator/Clerk, South Toms River & Island Heights 

Liz Lempert (@lizlemp) 
Mayor, Princeton  

Stories meant to inform, inspire and transform 

your communities. 



STORIES FROM THE FIELD 

Mayor Liz Lempert 

Municipality of Princeton, New Jersey 

 



TRANSPARENCY 

• Publish agendas, full backup material, videos of 
Council meetings 

• Post videos of Zoning Board and Planning Board 
meetings 

 



COMMUNICATION 

• SOCIAL MEDIA 
• Facebook 

• Twitter 

• Nixle 

• EMAIL ALERTS 

• REVERSE 9-1-1 
 

 



OPEN DATA 



FINANCE 



POLICE 



ACCESS PRINCETON 



CODE FOR PRINCETON 



PRINCETON HACKATHON 



PRINCETON HACKATHON 



PRINCETON HACKATHON 
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PRINCETON HACKATHON 



PRINCETON HACKATHON 
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adaptable mobile apps  
for the public sector 

Joseph.Kostecki@gmail.com 

Joseph Kostecki, MPA, RMC, QPA, CMR 
 

Borough Administrator and Clerk 
South Toms River & Island Height 
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 news  

 social media 

 forms 

 applications 
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customized set up 
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@SJ_Program 

#SustainableStateNJ 

 

Pricing 
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Brian Platt 

Jersey City’s open data portal 

 Director, Office of Innovation,               

City of Jersey City 

 Previously Senior Aide to Mayor Steven 

Fulop 

 Projects include: 

• Body Worn Cameras 

• Transgender Healthcare Coverage 

• Increasing City credit rating 

• Building Pedestrian Mall 

• Port Authority Lawsuit 

• Open Data Portal 

 Previous work experience includes Teach 

For America, McKinsey & Company, and 

the Mountain Lakes Fire Dept. 

@BrianDavidPlatt 

@BrianDavidPlatt 
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Jersey City’s open data portal 

www.jerseycitynj.gov/data  

 

http://data.jerseycitynj.gov  

http://www.jerseycitynj.gov/data
http://data.jerseycitynj.gov/
http://data.jerseycitynj.gov/
http://data.jerseycitynj.gov/
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Creating a successful Data Portal 
required 6 key components 

Start Small Use familiar tools Allow for flexibility 

Key components of success 

Defer 

responsibility 
Move slowly 

Build value and 

relevance 
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The first iteration of Jersey City’s Data 
Portal began with excel files 

www.jerseycitynj.gov/data  

http://www.jerseycitynj.gov/data
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Our next Data Portal iteration includes 
more analysis and automated systems 

www.data.jerseycitynj.gov  

http://www.data.jerseycitynj.gov/


PUBLIC INFORMATION & 

ENGAGEMENT ACTIONS 
 

sustainablejersey.com 

 several new actions 

online 

 few being revised 

 

Send case studies we can 

share & feedback to: 

Lauren Skowronski 

skowronl@tcnj.edu 

 

 


